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Sunday Report 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
 
Ash Wednesday services were held in the evening on schedule.  We did the Penitential 
Office and quite enjoyed the peaceful experience.  As expected we had three in attendance 
at the Faithful Centurion. 
 
In addition, to the Penitential Office, we read the propers which are found on pages 124 
and 125 in the Book of Common Prayer: 
 

LENTEN SEASON 
The first day of Lent, commonly called 

Ash Wednesday. 
The Collect. 

 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost 
forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite 

hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be said every day in Lent, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Palm Sunday. 
 

For the Epistle. Joel ii. 12. 
 

URN ye even to me, saith the LORD, with all your heart, and with fasting, and 
with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart, and not your garments, 
and turn unto the Lord your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and of great kindness, and repent- eth him of the evil. Who knoweth if he will return and 
repent, and leave a blessing behind him; even a meat-offering and a drink-offering unto 
the Lord your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: 
gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and 
those that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out 
of her closet. Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep between the porch and the 
altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, 
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that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore should they say among the people, 
Where is their God? 
  

The Gospel. St. Matthew vi. 16. 
 

HEN fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their 
faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 

that thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.  
 
¶  The same Collect, Epistle, and Gospel shall serve for every day after, unto the next Sunday, except 
upon the Feast of St. Matthias.  
 
Bishop Jerry Ogles on Ash Wednesday 
Letter for Ash Wednesday 2018 
 

 
 

     This Ash Wednesday will be a time of deep reflection on the benefits and provisions 
of God, but also for our abject failure to be a righteous and Holy people. Have we done 
well? Have we been a people of perfect obedience? Have we honored God in all of our 
ways? We not speak with complete credibility of others in the church, but we can 
assuredly speak for our own selves – WE HAVE NOT BEEEN SO OBEDIENT AND 
HOLY! Each of us have been, as the Gospel text recommended for the day suggests – 
PRODIGALS. We have happily taken of the blessings of God and gone into a far country 
to waste all.      But we have been a righteous people, you aver! Have you really been? 
Have you taken time to visit the poor and sick on every occasion? Have you given 
generously of your resources to the work of God? Have you tithed your time and your 
study moments as well as all else?  Has there been time enough to confess all of your sins 
that you can, at least, remember committing? I use only the opening lines of the Gospel 
and Epistle for they are suggestive of the whole.  
 

IKEWISE, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth.  And he said, A certain man had two sons:  And the younger of them said to 

his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his 
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living.  And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into 
a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. (Luke 15:10-13)       
 
      Let us read the opening lines of this great parable and discover how we are different 
from that Prodigal who left his loving Father for the allurements of the world. We have 
taken the blessings of God in our own hands and have squandered them on desires for 
which they were not intended – yes, you and I have done so. It is not a nebulous tale 
intended only for listeners of 2,000 years ago, but for you and me.      Do we doubt that 
these parables of Jesus apply to us?  
 

OD, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets,  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 

all things, by whom also he made the worlds;  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and upholding all things by he word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; (Hebrews 1:1-3) 
 
     As we observe this Ash Wednesday, let us remember that obedience, repentance, love, 
and faithfulness are not the things to be boasted of. We do not smear ashes on our faces, 
or disfigure them, to be seen of men as fasting and repentant. The words of Jesus have 
direct application to the means of fasting and of observing this beginning of the Lenten 
Season:  Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure 
their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their 
reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; That thou appear not 
unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, 
shall reward thee openly.  (Matthew 6:16-18)   A wicked and adulterous generation seeks an 
OUTWARD sign, but the Lord looks into the heart.  Therefore let us keep the feast, not with 
old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. (1 Cor 5:8) We use plain, unleavened bread in our Communion because 
it represents the sinlessness of the Savior it symbolizes. Simplicity in both worship and 
service is pleasing to the Lord. 
 
     As we observe this Holy Season, let us keep foremost in our minds that it is the 
Holiness of Christ, and not of ourselves, that we observe. Our hearts are prone to sin and 
wickedness, but it is the blood of Christ, shed on Mount Calvary, that cleanses us and 
makes us whole if we are penitent. 
 
An Ashless Ash Wednesday for Anglicans 
http://theheritageanglicannetwork.blogspot.com/  
 
In the sixteenth century the English Reformers abolished the imposition of ashes on the 
heads of parishioners on Ash Wednesday due to the superstitious beliefs that had become 
associated with the practice. The practice was too closely tied the Medieval doctrines of 
attrition, auricular confession, contrition, priestly absolution, and penance. 
 
The imposition of ashes was not reintroduced into the Church of England and her 
daughter churches until the nineteenth century and then by the Ritualists. It was one of 
the errors in doctrine, practice, and ritual the Romeward Movement revived to make the 
Anglican Church more like the Roman Catholic Church in the hopes they would help to 
affect a reunion between the Church of England and the Church of Rome.  
 
The 1979 Book of Common Prayer popularized the practice in the Episcopal Church in 
the closing decades of the twentieth century.  
 

G 



 
Page 4 

The following articles on Ashes, Ash Wednesday, Fasting, and Lent are taken from A 
Protestant Dictionary, which was published under the auspices of the Protestant 
Reformation Society in 1904, and was compiled for Evangelicals in the Church of England 
and the Church of Ireland. 
 
Ashes   Used for sprinkling persons by the Romish Church. Before use, the 
ashes are dedicated previously by a special prayer offered by a bishop. In that prayer, 
invocation is made to God "that whosoever shall sprinkle themselves with these ashes for 
the redemption of their sins may obtain health of body and protection of soul."  
 
Ash-Wednesday A mediaeval title given to the first day of Lent. It had formerly two 
names: (1) "Caput jejunii," the "head of the fast," and (2) "Dies cinerum." The forty days 
of Lent, being appointed in memory of our Lord’s fast in the wilderness as a season of 
abstinence, date from the Wednesday of the first week, because it was never the custom 
to fast on Sundays, and in this way the full number of forty is made up. The name of "Ash 
Wednesday" was given in reference to an ancient discipline, described by Gratian, 
according to which penitents had to appear before the Bishop and Clergy clothed in sack 
cloth. The seven penitential Psalms were then sung, after which ashes were thrown upon 
them, and they covered their heads with sackcloth. The Church of England, however, has 
in no way retained or sanctioned those superstitions. By the Scriptures appointed to be 
read and the prayers to be used, she has rather exhibited the true ideal of a fast. The old 
title of Ash-Wednesday is only employed as an alternative for the " first day of Lent," 
because before the Reformation it was "commonly so called." The revival of such practices 
is therefore entirely foreign to her prescribed ritual and is illegal. 
 
Fasting  There is no command to fast in the New Testament. In the Sermon 
on the Mount our Lord, speaking to Jews who were then accustomed to fast, says: "When 
thou fastest, anoint thine head and wash thy face ; that thou appear not unto men to fast, 
but unto thy Father which is in secret ; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward 
thee openly (Matt. vi. 17, 18). Under the Old Testament there was but one fast distinctly 
enjoined namely, "the fast" on the great day of atonement (Lev. xvi. 29-31), which is 
referred to in Acts xxvii. 9. Other fasts were, however, enjoined on special occasions by 
the direction of the civil or religious authorities (e.g. Jer, xxxvi. 9). After the destruction 
of the Jewish State fasts became more numerous (Zech. vii. 5). But when the Lord was 
inquired of concerning those fasts, the answer given by the prophet Zechariah showed 
that those fasts were neither enjoined nor forbidden, and that persons were at liberty to 
make use of such days or not, according as they found fasting beneficial or otherwise to 
themselves; such acts not being regarded as in themselves meritorious in the sight of God 
(Zech. vii. 5/.). The Lord, by the mouth of Isaiah (ch. Iviii. 5-7), asks, " Is it such a fast that 
I have chosen ? a day for a man to afflict his soul ? is it to bow down his head as a bulrush, 
and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him ? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable 
day to the Lord ? Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? to loose the bands of wickedness 
; to undo the heavy burdens? . . . Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to thy house ? When thou seest the naked, that thou cover 
him ; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh ? "  
 
Our Lord' s teaching concerning the times most suitable for fasting is set forth in the 
following passage: " Can the children of the bride-chamber mourn, as long as the bride 
groom is with them ? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from 
them, and then shall they fast" (Matt. ix. 15), which passage has been explained by the 
Church of England in her Homily of Fasting, Part II., as follows: "Ye shall note, that so 
long as God revealeth His mercy unto us, and giveth us of His benefits, either spiritual 
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or corporal, we are said to be with the Bridegroom at the marriage. . . . But the marriage 
is said then to be ended, and the Bridegroom to be gone, when Almighty God smiteth us 
with affliction, and seenieth to leave us in the midst of a number of adversities. So God 
sometimes striketh private men privately with sundry adversities, as trouble of mind, 
loss of friends, loss of goods, long and dangerous sicknesses, & c. Then it is a fit time for 
that man to humble himself to Almighty God by fasting, and to mourn and bewail his 
sins with a sorrowful heart. . . . Again, when God shall afflict a whole region or country 
with wars, with famine, with pestilence . . . and such other calamities, then is it time for 
all states and sorts of people . . . to humble themselves by fasting, and bewail their sinful 
living before God."  
 
The principle here laid down can be exemplified from Scripture histories. David fasted 
when his child was sick (2 Sam. xii. 16) ; Esther, with her maidens, fasted ere she went in 
to Ahasuerus (Esth. iv. 16) ; Ezra fasted at the river of Ahava (Ezra viii. 21); Daniel set 
himself to seek the Lord by prayer and fasting (Dan. ix. 3). Christ said of certain demons, 
"This kind can come forth by nothing but by prayer and fasting" (Mark ix. 29), but the 
oldest MSS. omit the words "and fasting." (See R.V. and marginal note on Matt. xvii. 21.) 
And prior to the solemn ordination of elders, Paul and Barnabas "prayed with fasting" 
(Acts xiv. 23).  
 
Our Lord Himself fasted forty days and forty nights, but during that time He did not 
experience the pangs of hunger. The Gospels which record the Temptation, all call 
attention to that fact. St. Matthew says, " He was afterward an hungered " (Matt. iv. 2). St. 
Mark does not mention the fasting (Mark i. 12, 13). St. Luke says of those days, "And 
when they were ended, He afterward hungered." The forty days appear, therefore, to 
have been spent in rapt ecstasy and contemplation. The actual temptation occurred at the 
close of that period.  
 
Fasting, therefore, appears to be of value only when employed for the purpose of giving 
oneself up to continuous prayer, while abstinence from special kinds of food is nowhere 
enjoined or recommended in Scripture, although Daniel, in his penitential sorrow of three 
weeks, abstained from all pleasant food (Dan. x. 2, 3). St. Paul alludes to the "commanding 
to abstain from meats" as a mark of the apostasy (1 Tim. iv. 3), and a sign of weak faith in 
persons who attached importance to such trifling matters. " The kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost " (Rom. xiv. 17, 
and the whole of that chapter). In fine, when fasting is employed in order to be able to 
spend the time in prayer, it may be recommended ; but abstinence from food as a means 
of punishing the body and laying up " merit " is to be strongly condemned. An abstinence 
from certain food may be useful for "bodily exercise" or discipline "bodily exercise 
profiteth a little," or "for a little while " (1 Tim. iv. 8) such exercise has occasionally been 
useful, but is not to be regarded as really a spiritual work.  
 
The prohibition to eat meat on fast days, prescribed by the statute 2 & 3 Edward VI., c. 
19, which may be alluded to in "the Tables and Rules " attached to the Book of Common 
Prayer which mentions " the Fasts, and Days of Abstinence to be observed in the year," is 
further dwelt on in the Homily on Fasting, Part II., which states that the statute of Edward 
VI. referred to, was framed for political reasons. It was " in consideration of the 
maintaining of fisher-towns bordering upon the seas, and for the increase of fishermen, 
of whom do spring mariners to go upon the sea, to the furnishing of the navy of the realm. 
. . . Such laws of princes and other magistrates are not made to put holiness in one kind 
of meat and drink more than another, to make one day more holy than another, but are 
grounded merely upon policy," namely, as afterwards explained, for the increase and 
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support of the English navy, and "for the sooner reducing of victuals to a more moderate 
price, to the better sustenance of the poor." [C. H. H. W.]  
 
Lent    The word is derived either from the A.S. lencten (spring), or from the 
Dutch lenten (to make mild), the severity of winter being then relaxed. Lent is a period 
of forty days in the spring, immediately before Easter, prescribed as a time of fasting. The 
Greek and Latin names for Lent simply indicate the number of its days. Lent is asserted 
to have been of early, and even of Apostolic origin, but, had the latter been the case, some 
allusion would have been made to it in the New Testament. But in the New Testament 
there is no fast prescribed, nor even a positive exhortation to fasting (see FASTING). Our 
Lord s declaration in the A.V. concerning the boy possessed with an unclean spirit, is 
often quoted that "this kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting" (Matt. 
xvii. 21; Mark ix. 29). All the best MSS., however, omit the entire verse in the account in 
St. Matthew, and the word " fasting " in that of St. Mark (see R.Y.). The same omission is 
made by the R.V. on MS. authority with regard to the word "fasting" in two other verses, 
viz., Acts x. 30 ; 1 Cor. vii. 5. That the oldest MSS. should agree in omitting all reference 
to fasting in four passages in the New Testament, where fasting was supposed to be 
mentioned, is highly suggestive of interpolations made in the sacred text to suit the ideas 
of a non-Apostolic Age. 
 
The forty days of Lent are often said to have been instituted as a fast in memory of our 
Lord's "fast" of a similar period in the wilderness. But the Lord passed that period in a 
state of exalted spiritual meditation or ecstasy, for St. Matthew distinctly states that 
Christ’s hunger was subsequent to the forty days, "When he had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, he was afterward an hungred" (Matt. iv. 2). Lent had originally no real 
connection with the forty days fast in the desert. Lent seems to have been first established 
by a Pope, about AD 130, to be a tithe of the year (thirty-six days only), and was for 
centuries confined to that period. When the additional four days were added is not 
certain, probably not till the time of Pope Gregory II., who died in 731.  
 
Our Lord, in Matt. ix. 15, indicated that the providential circumstances of life were the 
true guide as to seasons of fasting. Cassian, a disciple of Chrysostom in the fifth century, 
contrasting the Primitive Church with that of his own day, said, " It ought to be known 
that the observance of the forty days had no existence so long as the perfection of that 
Primitive Church remained inviolate." Lent helped in later times to increase the power of 
the priests. For in the Roman and Eastern Churches dispensations which permit the 
eating of meat on fast days may be obtained for a money payment, and fines are levied 
on those who break the Church law by eating meat on such days without a dispensation. 
 
Lent 
Lent is here, it started last Wednesday, called Ash Wednesday.  So, what does the word 
Lent mean?  It has an obscure origin, and is probably a corruption of Lencten, or a similar 
term in ancient Anglo, Saxon, and Germanic languages, all of which referred to spring, 
new life, and hope.  Although it is generally considered to be a time of mourning and 
repentance, it is more than that, it is like death, a time of new life and hope because by 
means of the death of Christ, we receive new life. 
 
Many avoid Lent and Holy Week because they think it isn’t a happy and uplifting time—
but to be honest, neither is most of life. Sometimes we come to church all scrubbed up, 
dressed nicely, with smiles on our faces, and when people ask how we are, we reply that 
everything is fine and we even boast how wonderful things are—but is it?  Life is not 
always uplifting, or wonderful, or pleasant, or joyous.  To claim it is, is to miss the whole 
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point of the incarnation! God became flesh in Jesus Christ. Jesus faced temptation, He 
suffered hunger and thirst, He suffered the agony of crucifixion. Jesus our God did not 
face these things so that we would be exempt from them, He faced these things so that 
we would have dignity in them, He faced these things that in Him we might have 
triumph. 
 

The forty days commemorate the significant "forty" periods in Scripture (although forty 
is not always significant), including the forty years the Jews wandered in the desert after 
they had been rescued by God from Egypt, and which did not end until they repented. 
Jonah preached to Nineveh that God's judgment would come on them in forty days. 
During that time the people repented and thus were spared God's judgment. Jesus was 
tested by the Devil in the desert for forty days before He began His public ministry, 
announcing salvation to the repentant and judgment to those who continued to rebel 
against God. Jesus prophesied that God's judgment would come against Israel for 
rejecting Him as Messiah within the time of His own generation (Matt. 24; Luke 21; Mark 13). 
Within forty years of His death, burial, and resurrection, Jerusalem was destroyed and 
the temple was so ravaged that "not one stone [was] left here upon another" (Matt. 24:2). 
The Jewish Christians, however, escaped this judgment of God by fleeing to Pella before 
the final Roman siege, just as Jesus had warned them to do (Matt. 24:16-21). 
 

Lent is a time for Christians to contemplate their sinfulness, repent, ask God's forgiveness, 
and realize the infinite sacrifice God made on their behalf. It is to be a time of quiet 
contemplation, but not a time of despair, since it culminates in the commemoration of the 
resurrection. Traditionally, those who are joining the church spend this period in special 
instruction regarding Christian doctrine, practice, and responsibility. Historically, 
prospective members ("catechumens") did not participate in the Lord's Supper portion of 
the Sunday services until they were received into full membership on the Sunday of the 
Resurrection of Our Lord. For them, this first experience of Ash Wednesday and Lent has 
special significance as God's eternal plan of salvation is applied to them personally. 
 
Jesus told us that if we fast we are not to make a show of it, like hypocrites do. A fast is 
different from a hunger strike: a fast is a personal act of devotion to God, while a hunger 
strike is a public act most often used to shine a spotlight on injustice. A fast is also 
different from anorexia nervosa: it is disciplined diet, not total abstention from food. 
During a religious fast, you still eat, you just abstain from certain foodstuffs. 
Traditionally, people have fasted by eliminating luxury items from their diets, such as 
meats. A fast can consist of eating whatever you want, but drinking only water. 
 
More positively, you can fast in other areas beyond food, you can commit to a something 
that can benefit the church, such cutting back in an entertainment area, using that time 
for Bible study and donating the savings to the church. 
 
On Palm Sunday, there were crowds who cheered Jesus as the King, but where were all 
those fair-weather friends when Jesus prayed in agony on Gethsemane, and where were 
they when He hung upon the cross? Let us be bold to join Him, fasting in the wilderness 
for forty days during Lent; let us be bold to pray with Him in the garden on Maundy 
Thursday, let us fearlessly stand at the foot of His cross on Good Friday, so that we may 
witness His Resurrection and His Ascension, and join in His triumphant reign.  
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Mite Boxes 
If you read this report at all, you know the Anglican Orthodox Church (AOC), and this 
parish in particular, is not about money.  Not that money is 
not useful, but the parish has plenty.  Any extra we get, we 
send it to the AOC to use for their mission work.  The AOC 
works on a very slim budget, they aren’t about money either.  
The AOC is about the Great Commission; to go forth and 
spread The Word of the Lord: 
 

18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
‘…19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Mt. 28:19-20) 

 
You may not realize it, but the AOC has national church affiliates in 22 countries around 
the world, that does take a little money.  Not great quantities of money, but some and as 
a church, we would be dirt poor, if we had dirt. 
 
So, that is where the Mite Boxes come in.  Ash Wednesday is 13 February 2013; Easter 
Sunday is 31 March 2013.  That period is Lent.  Often thought of as a time for fasting, it is 
more importantly a time to channel your attention towards God.  A time to let your heart 
open to the Holy Ghost that you might come closer to God and perhaps do His Work 
more effectively. 
 
So, to exercise this concept, we are asking you to cut back.  We know the economy is not 
really great and you are probably cutting back already.  So, cut back a bit more.   Take 
part of your savings every day and put it in the Mite Box.  If you did not cut back on a 
given day, dig into your wallet or purse and cut out a bit of cash for the Mite Box anyway.  
Every day, except Sundays.  Sundays are the Lord’s Day and a day of celebration.  They 
are not part of Lent.  By Easter Sunday, you will have a full Mite Box.  Bring it to church, 
this church, another church, that is best.  If you cannot find a church to actually go to on 
Easter, you probably aren’t looking hard enough, but pull the money out and send us a 
check, payable to the Anglican Orthodox Church and we will send it on. 
 
One box for each member of the family.  A little bit, just a mite, every day.  Every day, 
miss none.  Every day, every body in the family can do just a little bit.  When you drop 
your daily contribution in, think, “Did I do what I could today for the Lord?  Did I fall 
short or meet the standard?  Can I do better tomorrow?  Will I?”  It should be a time of 
reflection.  It will be if you do it. 
 
By the way, what is a Mite Box?  Named after the smallest of Roman coins, a normal wage 
of the time being 10 mites per hour, of which two were donated by the widow, in Mark 
12:41-44 and Luke 21:1-4, it is normally a small cardboard box, say 3 inches each 
dimension, a cube piggy bank so to speak.  If you don’t have one, call, email or write.  We 
have a pile of them. 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to contribute to the Lord’s Work and make your life better at 
the same time.  
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First Sunday in Lent 
 Sunday Report 
 
 

Today was the First Sunday in Lent. 
 
On Point 
Someone asked, where do the quotes come from?  The answer is from the people who 
uttered them.  But, how did you find them?  Oh, that.  Some from Bishop Jerry, many 
from Rev Bryan Dabney, a few from other places, some from Rev Geordie Menzies-
Grierson, but overall mostly from Bryan.  He always has a few great ones to share.  On to 
the On Point quotes – 
 
On Lent 
If a man will but fast from his sins, he may eat what he pleases. 

Robert E. Lee 
American General and Patriot 

 

On Lent 
The best way for most of us is to fast from our sins and to eat what is good for us. 

Robert E. Lee 
American General and Patriot 

Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? 
Matthew 8:26 

 
What happens when you erase history and ignore facts and thus refuse to learn from 
same? You get to do it again, quite-probably with disastrous consequence. 

Karl Denninger 
20th and 21st century American entrepreneur and author 

 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening Prayer 
until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various Epistles, 
or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, the Epistle 
can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one of the 
ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by an 
ordained minister. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with propers 
in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, except in 
a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the Altar 
Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts are 
dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to special 
events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be used for 
an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 
The Propers for today are found on Page 125-127, with the Collect first: 
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The First Sunday in Lent. 
The Collect. 

 

 LORD who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty nights; Give us grace to use 
such abstinence, that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit we may ever obey thy 

godly motions in righteousness, and true holiness, to thy honour and glory, who livest 
and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
And due to the rubric, the Collect for the Day is followed by the Collect for Ash 
Wednesday, which is found on Page 124: 
 

The first day of Lent, commonly called 
Ash Wednesday. 

The Collect. 
 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost 
forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite 

hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be said every day in Lent, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Palm Sunday. 
 
The Epistle for today came from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, the Sixth 
Chapter, beginning at the First Verse.  In what at first appears to be an incomprehensible 
single sentence, Paul asks us to be worthy of the grace that God has given us.  He tells the 
people when they needed him, he was there.  They need to be there for those around 
them.  They must not frustrate God’s work by showing up late, or not at all.  Those around 
us are watching our actions in the time of testing.  We have been given eternal salvation 
by Jesus’ sacrifice, the understanding of the Gospel by the Holy Ghost.  We are at this 
time dying here on earth, yet progressing towards eternal life in the next world, in Jesus’ 
world with His help. While we may never be wealthy here on earth, our actions can make 
our fellow Christians wealthy in spirit beyond measure.   
 
If you claim to be a Christian, you know what is right.  If you are a Christian, you do what 
is right, you don’t take a vote to see what the right course of action might be.  Right does 
not change with public opinion and we must do the right thing.  It is our actions that 
count, in good times or bad.  We are Christ’s ambassadors to this world, unfortunately 
we do not have diplomatic immunity. 
 

E then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the 
grace of God in vain; (for he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in 
the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; 

behold, now is the day of salvation;) giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be 
not blamed: but in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much 
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in 
tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; by pureness, by knowledge, by long-
suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 
the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by 
honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not 
killed; as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things. 
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This morning’s Holy Gospel came from the Gospel of Saint Matthew, the Fourth Chapter, 
beginning at the First Verse. This portion of the Gospel tells the story of the temptation 
of Christ. In many respects, it shows how little the devil understands of Christ, and 
through Him, of us. If you understand how little the devil really offers you and how 
much Christ offers, the temptation is ever so much less.  The devil is often referred to as 
the deceiver or dissimulator.  His forte is deception, he seems one thing, is another.  Offers 
what he has no intention or ability to deliver.  Ignores the inevitable result of accepting 
his proffered help or inside track.  
 
He clearly knows Jesus is the Son of God.  There is no doubt in his mind.  So, having 
understood that, consider what he offers Jesus in temptation.   
 
Remember, Jesus has fasted 40 days OF HIS OWN CHOICE; he who has no real power 
asks Jesus to turn stone into bread to show His Power.  This to the Son of He who 
delivered manna daily to the Jews in the wilderness for 40 years.   
 

Cast thyself down and let angels catch thee; this to He who walked on water. 
 

Up to the mountain lookout – Here is it all yours if you worship me.  This to He who as 
it says in Psalm 95: 
 

In his hand are all the corners of the earth; * and the strength of the hills is 
his also. 
 

The sea is his, and he made it; * and his hands prepared the dry land. 
 

O come, let us worship and fall down, * and kneel before 
the Lord our Maker. 
 

For he is the Lord our God; * and we are the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand. 

 

The devil promised Jesus nothing that was his to give, nothing that would help Jesus in 
the real world beyond the Shadowlands.  He never does.  The devil is all about shortcuts.  
Remember, if the shortcut was the best way, it would not be a shortcut 
 

Like the temptation of Jesus, the devil never delivers what we need, only what we may 
want short term.  Remember as little as the devil understands of Christ, so he understands 
little of us.  He will never offer you real help.  Remember that and the temptation is ever 
so much less. 
 
This morning’s Gospel comes from the Gospel of Saint Matthew, starting at the First 
Verse of the Fourth Chapter. This portion of the Gospel tells the story of the temptation 
of Christ.  In many respects, it shows how little the devil understands of Christ, and 
through Him, of us.  If you understand how little the devil really offers you and how 
much Christ offers, the temptation is ever so much less. 
 

HEN was Jesus led up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 
And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command 

that these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Then 
the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
and saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall 
give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and 
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saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 
Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, 
angels came and ministered unto him. 
 

THE EXHORTATIONS. 
 
¶At the time of the Celebration of the Communion, after the prayer for the whole state of Christ’s 

Church, the Priest may say this Exhortation. And Note, That the Exhortation shall be said on 
the First Sunday in Advent, the First Sunday in Lent, and Trinity Sunday.  

 
EARLY beloved in the Lord, ye who mind to come to the holy Communion of the 
Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ, must consider how Saint Paul exhorteth all 

persons diligently to try and examine themselves, before they presume to eat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with a true penitent heart and 
lively faith we receive that holy Sacrament; so is the danger great, if we receive the same 
unworthily. Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, that ye be not judged of the Lord; 
repent  you truly for your sins past; have a lively and stedfast faith  in Christ our Saviour; 
amend your lives, and be in perfect charity with all men; so shall ye be meet partakers of 
those holy mysteries. And above all things ye must give most humble and hearty thanks 
to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the redemption of the world by the 
death and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God and man; who did humble himself, 
even to the death upon the Cross, for us, miserable sinners, who lay in darkness and the 
shadow of death; that he might make us the children of God, and exalt us to everlasting 
life. And to the end that we should always remember the exceeding great love of our 
Master, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, and the innumerable benefits 
which by his precious blood-shedding he hath obtained for us; he hath instituted and 
ordained holy mysteries, as pledges of his love, and for a continual remembrance of his 
death, to our great and endless com- fort. To him therefore, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, let us give, as we are most bounden, continual thanks; sub- mitting ourselves 
wholly to his holy will and pleasure, and studying to serve him in true holiness and 
righteousness all the days of our life. Amen.  
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Sermon – Reverend Jack Arnold - Time and Action 
Church of the Faithful Centurion 
Descanso, California 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly contained 

in the forewords above.  
 
Consider these words from the Collect: 
 
… Give us grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being 
subdued to the Spirit we may ever obey thy godly motions in 
righteousness, and true holiness, to thy honour and glory … 
 
In the Collect, we ask God to help us change our natural evil 
tendencies so that we can live life here His way and honor His 
wishes so we can be truly happy.  Without His help, we end up 
with what we want, not what we need.  Lent is the time in which 

we focus on fighting our sinful selves and working with the Holy Ghost to reconcile us 
with what God wants for us. What we want is not the same as what we need. We are 
asking him to help us fight our human nature and follow His divine nature, we are 
attempting to replace our nature with that of God’s. It will be a long and difficult road 
we must travel, doing this, but we are going to be much happier in the long run if we at 
least do our best. Do or do not, there is no try, Yoda is quoted as saying, and I have found 
it applicable here and in my own life. We have to act, not just say we are going to act, but 
we must physically perform ACTIONS! 
  
Want and Need; two words, used interchangeably in both our speech and thought that do 
not mean the same thing.  Think about that! 
 
Following the thought of the Collect, Paul asks us to be worthy of the grace God has given 
us.  He tells the people when they needed him, He was there.  They need to be there for 
those around them.  They need to be supportive of those around them and they must not 
frustrate God’s work by showing up late, or not at all. It goes back to Jesus’ saying, No 
man can serve two masters. We have to make a choice in this life and decide whom we are 
to serve, God or the Devil, and then act on it. There is only one good choice for us and 
that is to serve God, of course. Paul is advising people they can’t simply hold a position 
between the two, for there is no middle ground here. We have be on one side or the other. 
 
We have to put in our 110% for Him, as He sent His Son to die for us and redeem us, so 
we should truly show our gratitude for His act, by serving others and performing actions 
for Him, with His Help.  We actually have to act upon our faith in order to live it. We do 
not have any faith if we are not actively acting upon it. We are largely outnumbered in 
this world by the enemies of God.  We are like many of our servicemen in many of the 
battles that they have fought our nation, greatly outnumbered by the enemy, they did not 
just sit on their hands and wait for the enemy to come.  
 
Our servicemen did something about it, otherwise they would be overrun by the enemy. 
It goes along with the saying, The best defense is a good offense. So, too, is it in this hostile 
world. While spreading the Word we need to be always going on the offense, spreading 
it to those who have not heard it. We have to always keep moving, or else we will be 
overrun by the Forces of Satan. We have to do this by doing actions that are consistent 
with His Word and show that we truly believe in Him and not just say we do. 
 
Those around us are watching our actions in the time of testing.  God is also watching us 
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in the time of testing to see how we perform with the talents He has given us. He is not 
testing us per se, but is evaluating our performance under pressure. Make no mistake it 
is a hard battle we are fighting, against the forces of wickedness, of the Devil, all across 
the globe. Our actions will show whom we truly serve,  God or the Forces of Satan. Which 
side will you serve? You in the end have to choose one side or another. Pick the winning 
side now, which is the Forces of God, and you will have a rich everlasting life. The key to 
winning this battle for souls is to never ever ever give up and to trust in God and Dread 
Naught.  
 
We have been given eternal salvation by Jesus’ sacrifice, the understanding of the Gospel 
by the Holy Ghost.  We are at this time dying here on earth, yet progressing towards 
eternal life in the next world, in Jesus’ World, with His help. While we may never be 
wealthy here on earth, our actions can make our fellow Christians wealthy in spirit 
beyond measure.   
 
If you claim to be a Christian, you know what is right.  If you are a Christian, you do what 
is right, you don’t take a vote to see what the right course of action may be. Doing what 
is right does not depend on public opinion and we must do the right thing. In fact the 
public opinion oft times is rather in the wrong; see people’s opinions on homosexual 
marriage and abortion to understand this. It does not matter what others’ opinions are, 
that does not change the universal truth of God and His Message. We will be despised 
because of the opinions we hold from understanding the Gospel and His Message, from 
being on the side of righteousness. This is because people who do not want to hear our 
message will choose to hear something else, that was not intended by the message. They 
will claim we are bigots and hateful people, when we are nothing of the sort. 
 
All we wish is for these individuals to repent of their sinful ways and turn back to God.  
There is nothing hateful about that. However, it goes back to There are none so blind as will 
not see and none so deaf as will not hear. There will be many whose ears are closed off to the 
message as they are blinded by mammon.  But there will be some who eventually open 
their ears. All we can do is plant the seed and let the Holy Spirit germinate it.  
 
We must go especially against the grain to become Christians. The truth does not change, 
as it is the constant that never changes. God is the Truth, The Word and the Life of this 
universe. The Truth is God, and like God, the Truth never changes.  It is our actions that 
count, in good times or bad.  We are Christ’s ambassadors to this world; unfortunately, 
we do not have diplomatic immunity.  
 
When the Devil attempted to tempt Christ, he shows how little he knows of Him.  If we 
emulate our Lord, it shows how little the Devil will be able to tempt us with his deceit. If 
we follow Him we will be able to withstand any temptation that arises as our Lord 
showed for us in the desert 2,000 years ago.  
 

Consider how little the Devil really offers you and how much Christ offers, the 
temptation is ever so much less.  The Devil is often referred to as the Deceiver or 
Dissimulator.  His forte is deception; he seems one thing, but is another.  He offers what 
he has no intention or ability to deliver. He actually has zero ability to deliver on his large 
promises, he has no right to give away what is not his!  He ignores the inevitable result 
of accepting his proffered help or inside track.  Jesus has more for us than the Devil can 
ever hope to offer, the promise of eternal life with Him and His Father. The Devil will 
never deliver anything close to that. We have to remember this next time the Deciever 
comes and tempts us for earthly riches and treasures. We also have to remember that 
mammon cannot make us happy, only serving God can make us truly happy. Mammon 
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might offer a fun factor; only serving God can have the true happiness and bliss that 
comes from serving Him.  
 
The Devil clearly knows Jesus is the Son of God.  There is no doubt in his mind.  So, 
having understood that, consider what he offers Jesus in temptation.   
 
Remember, Jesus has fasted 40 days OF HIS OWN CHOICE; now comes the devil daring 
Him to show His Power by turning the stone into bread.  This to the Son of He who 
delivered manna daily to the Jews in the wilderness for 40 years.   
 
Cast thyself down and let angels catch thee; this to He who walked on water. 
 
Up to the mountain lookout – Here is it all yours if you worship me.  This to He, who as it 
says in Psalm 95: 
 

N his hand are all the corners of the earth; * and the strength of the hills 
is his also. 

 

The sea is his, and he made it; * and his hands prepared the dry land. 
 

O come, let us worship and fall down, * and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. 
 

For he is the Lord our God; * and we are the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand. 

 
The devil promised Jesus nothing that was his to give, nothing that would help Jesus in 
the real world beyond the Shadowlands.  He never does.  The devil is all about shortcuts.  
Remember, if the shortcut was the best way, it would not be a shortcut. The devil will not 
help us at all in the long run, if you look at things from the eternal perspective. That is 
what we need to keep in mind every time he tempts us. If we keep that in mind, then the 
temptation will be less.  
 
The temptation of Jesus is no different than the Devil’s attempt to tempt us!  The Devil 
never delivers what we need, only what we, in our imperfect want.  He can’t understand 
what we really need, he only knows what we want. This is an advantage we have over 
him. We understand what we truly need, if we remember it, then holding off against the 
temptations is easier. Remember as little as the Devil understands of Christ, the same 
way, as we are in God, so he understands little of us.  He will never offer you real help.  
Remember that and the temptation is ever so much less. 
 
Or, as my grandfather said, “Keep your eye on the donut, not on the hole” 
 
There is but one way to heaven. 
 
That easy to find, easy to follow, easy to hike path does not lead to the summit where 
eternal life in the real world awaits.  Open your heart to the Holy Ghost, use His Power 
to follow our Lord to God who awaits in heaven. 
 
The time is now, not tomorrow.  The time has come, indeed.  How will you ACT? 
 
It is by our actions we are known. 

 
Be of God - Live of God - Act of God 
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Roy Morales-Kuhn, Bishop and Pastor - St. Paul's Anglican Church – Anglican Orthodox 
Church 
Bishop Roy is pastor of the biggest AOC parish West of the Mississippi and is in charge 
of the Diocese of the Epiphany, as well as South America.   
 

First Sunday in Lent     
Seen and Unseen 

18 February 2018, Anno Domini 
Pslam 3 • Isaiah 58:1-9 • Matthew 6:1-18 

 
The First Sunday in Lent. 

The Collect. 
 

 LORD who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty 
nights; Give us grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh 

being subdued to the Spirit we may ever obey thy godly 
motions in righteousness, and true holiness, to thy honour and glory, who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
And due to the rubric, the Collect for the Day is followed by the Collect for Ash 
Wednesday, which is found on Page 124: 
 

The first day of Lent, commonly called 
Ash Wednesday. 

The Collect. 
 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost 
forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite 

hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be said every day in Lent, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Palm Sunday. 
 
The general theme of today’s propers follow an interesting thread; the work and prayer 
one does is to be done to the glory of God, not for the benefit of others’ sight.  We are to 
be doing the work of the Lord; we are to do it to please Him, not others. 
 
This can be so easy to ignore. 
 
Many of the organizations and groups we belong to take time out once or twice a year to 
recognize those who have done well, who have contributed to the cause, who have 
increased the prestige of the group, etc.   Matthew recorded Jesus words that give an 
opposite and closed way of doing the Father’s work.   
 
Twice Jesus tells us to do something in secret, once stating: “so the right hand doesn’t 
know what the left hand is doing; the other time to give an outward appearance nothing 
was different so others would not know you were fasting.” 
 
Giving 
Jesus admonished us to not make a big deal out of giving.  In fact several places in the 
New Testament we are told to: “give as we are able; to sow in abundance - reap in 
abundance, to lay not up treasure here, but lay them up in heaven, and so forth.”  We are 
to give but not make it a great production – so others can see how good we are by our 
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great giving.  Why, because: “then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.” 
 
Prayer 
Jesus issues a similar admonishment about prayer.  Now mind you he is not talking about 
corporate prayer, what we do here on Sundays or at a meal or meeting, but private 
prayer.  Here is where Jesus gives us the pattern of prayer that we should use daily, note 
I said pattern. 
       
  1. We should praise God and his work 
 

  2. Ask him to provide for us our food; He allows us to work and grow our food, but 
all things proceed from God, blessings and good.   

 3. Forgive us of our debts/transgressions against God, as we should forgive those 
who have done the same to us.    

 4. Keep us from temptation and the evil one. 
 
 “Do I really have to forgive those who offended me?”   Look at the action/reaction of 
verses 14 - 15.  “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins.”   The Greek tense of the word sins is present tense, in other words happening 
as we live and breathe. 
 
That is why this should be our template for daily prayer. Always ask God to forgive you 
of your sins as we forgive the sins of others.   Very hard stuff, we don’t like to be wrong. 
Fasting: Are we still to fast?  Should we do without food for a while to draw us closer to 
God?   Just the act of fasting, giving up of food for a period of time, helps clarify the mind 
and helps us focus on the great work of Jesus. 
 
This is the first Sunday in Lent, the forty day season of contemplation and inward prayer, 
that helps us prepare for the glorious day of the first resurrection, the event that seals our 
future in eternity, the Easter.  The resurrection of Christ on that very first Easter is so 
important to the on going hope and life of the Christian that we take this period of time 
to reflect on his great work on our behalf.  
 
There are some religious traditions and groups that encourage individuals to “give up” 
something that will cause a loss or pain of remembrance for Christ’s wandering in the 
desert. You’ll hear of people giving up chocolate, or soda, or beer, or sweets for Lent.  
 Some people will use this period of time to fast, at least in a controlled manner. 
 
But understand two things about fasting1, first it is something that one does on their own, 
they do it to God’s glory.  Others should not know that you are fasting.  It is a personal 
action between you and God.  You are remembering the fast Jesus went through when 
he was tempted in the desert by Satan.  No, you should not fast forty days, it is just a 
symbol of what Jesus did. 
 
Secondly, fasting is not mandated.  You do not have to fast to be saved, you do not have 
to fast to be holy, you do not have to fast to gain favor of the Lord.  Fasting is for self-
edification, to teach yourself discipline, to remember the great sacrifice that Jesus did for 
us, to honor God the Father. 
 

 
1 Matthew 6: 16-18 
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Let us leave today with the understanding God wants us to participate with Him in our 
daily lives. He wants us to worship Him, in giving, in prayer, and in personal sacrifice, 
as you understand sacrifice, but most importantly, He wants us to love Him as He has 
loves us. 
 

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they 
disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward. 

17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 
18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and 

thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 
 
Let us pray, 
 

 MOST mighty God, and merciful Father, turn thou us, O good Lord, and so shall 
we be turned. Be favourable, O Lord, Be favourable to thy people, Who turn to thee 

in weeping, fasting, and praying. For thou art a merciful God, Full of compassion, Long-
suffering, and of great pity. Thou sparest when we deserve punishment, And in thy wrath 
thinkest upon mercy. Spare thy people, good Lord, spare them, And let not thine heritage 
be brought to confusion. Hear us, O Lord, for thy mercy is great, And after the multitude 
of thy mercies look upon us; Through the merits and mediation of thy blessed Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 GOD, whose nature and property is ever to have mercy and to forgive; Receive our 
humble petitions; and though we be tied and bound with the chain of our sins, yet 

let the pitifulness of thy great mercy loose us; for the honour of Jesus Christ, our Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen. 
 

HE Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face to shine upon us, and be 
gracious unto us. The Lord lift up his countenance upon us, and give us peace, both 

now and evermore. Amen. 

✟ 

Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sermon 
Bishop Dennis is a brilliant speaker.  He is able to take biblical precepts and make them 

perfectly understandable, even to me.  Oft he provides 
the text of his sermons and I take the utmost pleasure in 
passing them on: 
 

Persevering in Christ 
2 Corinthians 6:1-10 
First Sunday in Lent 

February 18, 2018 
 
Have you ever had a song get “stuck in your head?”  
Most of us have had that experience.  That’s why it is such 

a good thing to learn to sing the Psalms.  Let them get stuck in your head.  When I read 2 
Corinthians 6, the first two verses get stuck in my head, and I have a hard time moving 
forward from them. 
 
These verses are part of an explanation of the legitimacy of Paul’s Apostleship, which has 
been questioned by wolves in sheep’s clothing, who are successfully leading some of the 
Corinthians astray.  Mixed in with Paul’s defense  are several exhortations to Christian 
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perseverance on the part of those Corinthians who have not abandoned Christ.  One such 
exhortation is found in 2 Corinthians 5:15, “He died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them and rose again.”   
When we see verses like this, and verses like 2 Corinthians 6:1, which beseeches the 
Corinthians not to receive the grace of God in vain, we can begin to get the point.  We can 
see Paul is calling on the Corinthians to persevere in the faith. 
 
Christian perseverance means those who really believe in Christ will live for Him, now, 
in this life and in this world.  But it means even more.  It means real Christians will never 
quit believing, never give up the faith, never stop living Godly, righteous lives, even unto 
death.  They will persevere in the faith to the end.  They will “live not henceforth unto 
themselves, but unto Him which died for them and rose again.” 
 
Not all who profess faith in Christ will persevere to the end.  Not all who claim to be 
Christians will make it to Heaven.  Think of the Parable of the Sower.  Of all the different 
soils that received the Seed, which is the Gospel of Christ, only a small portion was good 
soil, in which the word took root and gave fruit.  Some of the others had it for a while, 
but somehow it died in them.  They did not persevere to the end. 
 
Thus, I am taken back to the very first verse in our reading this morning, 2 Corinthians 
6:1, “We then, as workers together with Him, beseech you also that ye receive not the 
grace of God in vain.” 
 
How does a person receive God’s grace in vain?  We have an example given in the Parable 
of the Sower.  The stony soil received the grace of God in vain.  It received the Seed of the 
Gospel of Christ, and the Seed sprouted and sprang up quickly.  It appeared to be a true 
faith in Christ.  But when troubles and temptations came, it withered and died because it 
had no roots in the soil.   
 
Let me explain this further using prayer as an example.  It is assumed in the Bible, and 
especially in the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ, that His true people are people of 
prayer.  We remember that one of the things He said as He drove the money changers 
out of the Temple, was “My house is the house of prayer.”  When He came down from 
the Mount of Transfiguration He rebuked the disciples for not being able to cast out a 
demon.  These men had already been sent through Galilee preaching the Kingdom, 
healing the sick, and casting out demons.  Why could they not cast this one out?  Because 
this kind only comes out by much prayer and fasting.  He was rebuking them for not 
praying and fasting. Think of that, the disciples do not pray and fast enough.  Surely 
Christ led them in the daily liturgical prayers.  Surely He led them in seasons of fasting.  
Surely they followed Him in these things, yet Jesus rebukes them for not praying and 
fasting enough.  In Luke 18 our Lord gives two parables about prayer, beginning with 
the words, “men ought always to pray, and not to faint.”   
 
There are many other passages that encourage prayer, and you know them as well as I 
do, so I will not read more of them at this time.  I would only say that failure to persevere 
in prayer is a danger sign, a warning sign in the life of anyone who professes to be a 
Christian.  Failure to persevere in prayer could very well be a tragic step away from 
persevering in Christ.  It is like walking along the very edge of a sloping, ice covered cliff.  
You are always only one step away from falling. 
 
The reason I chose prayer as a representative of perseverance in Christ is that prayer is 
an easy habit to get out of.  In fact, most of the things God wants us to make habits of life, 
are easy to get out of the habit.  Avoiding Church is an example.  Its an easy habit to 
break. Real Bible reading is another example.  I’m not talking about reading a daily verse 
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of Scripture, followed by a story, as most daily “devotional” books and websites are.  I’m 
talking about serious reading that attempts to understand the Bible, and to make it the 
foundation of the way you understand life, and the way you act. 
 
Those of you who read the daily Bible comments I write, are familiar with the name and 
work of Bishop JC Ryle.  Let me read some of his words on prayer. 
 
 “Let it then be deeply graven in our minds, that it is far more easy to begin a habit of 
prayer, than it is to keep it up.  The fear of death,- some temporary pricking of the 
conscience, - some excited feelings, may make a man begin praying, after a fashion.  But 
to go on praying requires faith.  We are apt to become weary, and give way to the 
suggestion of Satan that ‘it is no use.’” 
 
 “Let us resist the temptation, and cast it behind our backs.  Let us resolve to pray on 
steadily, patiently, perseveringly, and let us never doubt that it does us good.  However 
long the answer may be in coming, still let us pray on.  Whatever the sacrifice and self 
denial it may cost us, still let us pray on, ‘pray always,’-‘pray.’” 
 
What the Bishop says about prayer can also be said about being a Christian.  It is far easier 
to begin the Christian life, than it is to keep it up year after year, decade after decade, trial 
and disappointment after trial and disappointment.  It is difficult to trust that God works 
all things together for our God.  It is difficult to find our joy and meaning in Christ, when 
there are so many exciting amusements and far away places calling us to enjoy their 
pleasures.  We get weary.  We let the devil tell us we are wasting our lives.  We let the 
world tell us all sane and rational people gave up Christianity decades ago.  These weeds 
and thorns will choke the faith out of us, if we let them.  If we do let them choke it out, 
we show we have received the grace of God in vain. 
 
Let that not happen to us.  Let us live every day in faith.  I do not say we will not 
experience doubts and fears.  I do not say we will not sin.  I do not say the life of faith is 
easy.  It is easy to ride a heavy wagon down a hill, but it is hard to push it up.  The 
Christian life is all uphill.  Thank God, there are some places where the road is not so 
steep, and there are some rest stops along the way.  But it is always uphill.  That’s why 
we never talk about going down to Heaven. 
 
Paul wrote, “now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.”  In other words, 
today is the day to believe.  Today is the day to trust and obey.  As long as it is called 
today, let us persevere. 
--  
+Dennis Campbell 
Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia 
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church 
Powhatan, Virginia 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org 
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com 
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Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon 
We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon.  If you want people to come to The 
Truth, you have to speak the truth, espouse the truth and live 
the truth.    This is really a good piece and I commend it to your 
careful reading. 
 

First Sunday in Lent 
 
Sermon for the First Sunday in Lent: 
In today’s gospel our Lord was tempted by our adversary in the 
wilderness. The Synoptic Gospels have this account in some 
form with Mark’s account (1:12-13) having the fewest details, 
while Luke’s (4:1-13) contains the most. Matthew’s account (4:1-
11) falls in between the others and is closer in content to Luke 
than to Mark. 
 
Suffice to say each gospel writer was given of the Holy Ghost to record only those items 
which they were to inscribe. But that has not deterred the various critics of Scripture from 
pitting the gospel writers against each other in hopes of convincing as many souls as they 
can that God’s word is nothing more than a vague and contradictory religious text. For if 
they can win the “conversation” on the origins of Scripture— that they are nothing but 
the specious impressions of a group of men from long ago— then they can offer other 
more “rational” or “appealing” interpretations of the Bible to suit their particular lifestyle 
choices and beliefs. 
 
Of course, our adversary, the devil, is behind these so-to-speak “learned scholars” 
because he is in the business of casting doubt on God’s word. One need only consider his 
subtle question to Eve: Yea, hath God said... (Genesis 3:1).  Rev EM Bounds supplied us with 
a telling description of the devil’s efforts to tempt different people in different times: “The 
devil’s assault on Christ is in striking contrast to his temptation [of] Eve [or that of Job]. 
Satan cast no suspicion on God’s goodness...He caused no terrific consuming sorrow as 
he did [for Job]. Instead, everything was friendly, sympathetic and inviting.” 
 
If the devil is anything, he is slick. He knew that he was dealing with the only begotten 
Son of the Father. He likely wanted to see just what the Son would do now that he was 
clothed in a mortal body. At what he thought would be the weakest moment, Satan 
sought to blemish the Lamb of God and thus prevent him from serving as that holy and 
acceptable sacrifice for the sins of the world. The three temptations of Christ in the 
wilderness proved to Satan that he would not be an easy mark. Now let us examine each 
temptation in turn. EM Bounds noted the conflict in the wilderness revolved around three 
points: 
 

1. Fleshly 
2. Presumptuous 
3. Worldly 

 
In the first, Bounds stated the devil approached our Lord, “with an air of concern. How 
innocent is [his] suggestion that Jesus use his power to relieve his hunger! What could be 
more permissible than to use his spiritual power for physical purposes? Whenever faith 
is used to serve the natural, the source is always evil...The devil’s main business— to 
materialize religion, to get man to live for bread alone, to make earth bigger than heaven, 
to make time more intriguing than eternity... It is a struggle between God’s religion and 
the devil’s religion.” 
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And our Lord’s response was straight out of the Scriptures.   It is written, man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God 
(Deuteronomy 8:3). 
 
In the second temptation, Satan sought a display of godly power when he suggested that 
our Lord throw himself off the roof of the Temple. Regarding this temptation Bounds 
explained that, “Satan used all the methods of sensational and abnormal religious 
practices. He tempted Jesus to take the shortcut by which the principles of genuine faith 
are set aside and superficial substitutes are brought in to make faith more attractive and 
popular. Presumption seeks to take man-devised methods, which are easy, sentimental 
and material instead of God’s lowly way of godly sorrow, strict self-denial and prayerful 
surrender.” 
 
God did not intend for Satan to chalk up an easy victory in the wilderness over his Christ. 
And God the Son did not succumb in his mortal flesh for note his reply again from 
Deuteronomy (6:16), It is written again, thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
 
The third temptation of Christ is the one which every unregenerate person desiring 
power would blindly accept. Satan is the god of this world (II Corinthians 4:4) and he offers 
its power and pleasures to whom he wills with one important proviso. Examine Luke 4:5-
7, And the devil taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. And...said unto him, all this power will I give thee, and the glory of 
them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will give it. If thou wilt worship me, all 
shall be thine. Bounds said of this temptation, “the world with its kingdoms and its glory... 
are the rewards for devotion to Satan and worship of the devil... How [he had] massed 
all of his forces! Religion invoked. The world and the flesh conspired under Satan’s 
power, to tempt the Son of God.” 
 
But our Lord did not fail. His response was plain, simple and scriptural (Deuteronomy 6:13), 
Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. At that moment, Satan left him and angels came and ministered unto him. 
 
Thankfully, our Lord Jesus Christ overcame the world, the flesh and the devil, and so this 
event was set forth within the scriptures for not only our eternal good, but to give glory 
to the Godhead because he cannot be triumphed over by the evil one. The devil sought 
to impugn the word of God in his encounters with Eve, and Job. Still, winning against 
mortals is one thing; but there has not been, nor ever will there be, a victory by Satan over 
the Godhead. 
 
So, what should we take away from this lesson? Since our Lord is a conqueror, we are as 
well through faith in his blood. Paul reminds us concerning the temptations we face in 
this life that, There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with temptation also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it (I Corinthians 10:13). The temptations of our 
Lord highlight the current spiritual war we are involved in every moment of our earthly 
life. And until our Lord returns for us, we will face many trials and temptations 
perpetrated by our adversary. What we can count on, as true and faithful Christians, is 
that strong arm of the LORD to sustain and help us through those times for as our Lord 
Jesus said to close the Gospel of Matthew, and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. (Matthew 28:20) 
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Let us pray, 
 

ATHER, assist us in this our spiritual warfare; that we being so guided and governed 
by the Holy Ghost, will avoid the temptation and snare of sin, and claim that victory 

which thy Son claimed not only in the wilderness but at the cross; for this we ask in 
Christ’s name. Amen. 
 
Have a blessed week, Bryan+ 
 
People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, offering 
thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might do God's 
work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Anglican Orthodox Church was established to help our members 
and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the blessings 
we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Anglican Orthodox Church to 
be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you want 
help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer card at 
your church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have more 
of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is your desire 
and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, see the list 
below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us to 
pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or email. 
It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their specific needs; 
plus if they get better, it is our happy duty to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for them. 
 
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have changed, 
please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and most 
important to give thanks! 

F 
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Immediate Prayer Please 
Shamu is undergoing exploratory surgery at John Hopkins hospital tomorrow to see what 

is going on in her abdomen.  Please pray the medical team treating Shamu might 
pay attention, do their very best and be open to God’s guidance. 

 
Evelyn, an 88 year young woman recently experienced a TIA affecting her sight, speech 

and walking.  Please pray for God to guide those treating her and for her to let 
God carry her worry. 

 
Tricia broke her left arm and it seems to be healing slowly.  Please pray God will enter in 

to her, help her to immobilize her arm and knit the bones together so that she will 
not require surgery.  She would appreciate your prayers for healing and patience. 

 
Chelsea Brown has need of God’s strength and guidance for her, her daughter Lauren and 

those around her.  Her life has been in turmoil for the past two years.  Chelsea was 
in an accident which left her without the use of her right arm for almost two years, 
though after two surgeries it is back, her daughter has had three sets of lung blood 
clots, dropped out of college and lost her job and car due to another accident.  
Things are very bad for them, they need housing as they are about to be evicted 
from their current apartment.  Please pray that God will give them the direction 
and strength they need and that the government officials in Raleigh will see clear 
to provide housing. 

 
Dakota had to be life flighted from Enterprise to Birmingham, Alabama. He is having 

seizures. Please pray for peace of mind and soul for Dakota and his family and for 
inspiration and understanding for the medical team treating him that they might 
find a solution to the seizures. 

 

Ron Cole Klages is a patriotic former Marine who has debilitating blood clots pursuant to 
cancerous growths on his liver and unknown other places. His doctors will inform 
of clinical findings on Monday for further treatment.  Please pray for the medical 
team treating Ron that they might pay attention, do their very best and be open to 
God’s guidance. 

 

Jill was on life support; her family members traveled a great distance to see her and 
returned home safely.  Jill’s condition improved to critical, but needs your prayers 
to continue her recovery. 

 

Samson Hendrik has prostate cancer and his kidneys are not working. Pray our Lord Jesus 
Christ will be close to him and his family of friends during this illness. 

 

Birthday 
Dru Arnold celebrated her 63rd birthday on 2 February 2018; she saw her shadow, thus six 

more weeks of winter.  But, in Southern California, that is not so bad. 
 

Travel 
Tricia is traveling the British Virgin Islands for work.  Pray she has a safe travel and a 

productive time there. 
 
Departed 
Herb McCormick (86) left earth for home on 12 February 2018.  His faith wass great, his 

will strong.  Please give thanks for his time here on earth and pray for comfort and 
strength for his family, in particular his stepdaughters Jieun and Sungeun, and his 
friends, in particular Jerry. 
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Move 
The Thomas Family are now in Virginia on what was to be a headquarters tour.  Pray for 

peace of mind for Kurt and for Mary and the kids.  
 

In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Doug Lambert has been battling sepsis of unknown origin.  For twelve weeks they have 

not been able to find the source of the problem.  He is very weak and concerned 
that no one can find the reason for the infection.  He asks that you pray for the 
medical team treating him to do their best, to be open to God’s guidance and for 
him to keep his trust in the Lord and not worry. 

 

Neal has heart problems and is very weak, he also has COPD, kidney problems, his 
potassium is too high, he came back from the point of death.  He is now home and 
permanently on oxygen.  He is doing well, for that he and his family are grateful 
and ask your thanksgiving prayers.  More importantly, please pray Neal will 
accept salvation through our Lord and Savior. 

 

Paul is in hospice and ready to meet His Lord.  Please pray for Paul as he prepares to go 
home to be with his family who have gone before him.  Pray for the faith of his 
family to build and the transition to be good. 

 

Dot is an elderly woman with liver cancer.  Please pray for Dot as she prepares to go home 
to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for the faith of her family to 
build and the transition to be good. 

 

Mrs. Tiffany (90) has chosen to refuse extraordinary care as it will not gain much earthly 
time.  The Tiffanys have been together for a long, long, long time. Pray for Mrs. 
Tiffany and her husband as together they begin this Journey to be with their Lord. 

 

Saundra is in ICU with congestive heart failure after a heart operation.  She is aged and 
frail.  Saundra is near the end of her time here on earth.  Please pray for comfort, 
understanding, strength and guidance for Saundra and her family who will of 
necessity remain behind.  Pray for the love of God to stay foremost in their hearts. 

 

Polly is in hospice care with dementia and spinal stenosis.  Please pray for her as she 
prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for the 
faith of her family to build and the transition to be good.   

 

Ron had a Heart Attack, at the hospital he found out he also has Kidney Cancer.  He is a 
man of faith and is in need of prayer for his health and that the Lord will provide 
strength for his family. 

 

Kathy Cox Merritt has been receiving Chemo and 12 November 2016, had bowel resection 
surgery and was given a very bad prognosis.  Kathy just retired as an RN in 
Orthopedics at a local hospital; sometimes a little medical knowledge can be 
dangerous to the patient but she remains positive. Please pray for Kathy's healing 
and peace and comfort for her and her family, both spiritually and physical 

 

Krysti is off life support and able to talk, please give thanks for the good news.  She is still 
unable to feel her legs. When that comes back she will go to a rehabilitation facility.  
Krysti has used drugs, has high blood pressure, is diabetic and has organ failure. 
Her families are with her and will appreciate your prayers. 

 

Pat has metastatic osteosarcoma; there is little that can be done.  Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that Pat’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Pat and family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their sadness, 
fear, worry and terror. 
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Amy has been diagnosed with metastatic melanoma and has cancer all over her body, and 
in one of her kidneys which are no longer functioning.  Amy and her family have 
asked for prayer to stop the growth and to aid the family financially with the 
medical bills. At present she has to have surgery every two months to place stents. 
Pray Jesus will be close to all. 

 

Gemma Dillinger has been treating for breast cancer for over a year now, after surgeries, 
radiation and chemotherapy, she is reaching the limit of her tolerance with no end 
in sight.  Please pray for her to gain strength and ground on the cancer.  Help her 
to continue with her faith in our Lord, she is not afraid to go home, but wants to 
make sure it is time.  Pray she will be encouraged to not give up until it is her time 
to go and that her time here on earth with her family will be good. 

 

Janet has had a blood borne cancer for several years.  Her faith in the Lord is great and 
she is ready to be with Him.  Pray she will be encouraged to not give up until it is 
her time to go. 

 

Holly has had Colon Cancer, Breast Cancer and now it is in her spine. Please pray for 
guidance for the medical personnel treating Holly, for a miraculous remission; that 
Holly’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  Help Holly and her family 
put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their sadness, fear, worry and terror.  
Pray for strength and courage for Holly. 

 

Tim was on a kidney transplant list and started dialysis and was taken off the transplant 
list for a heart problem that required stents, while putting in stents a leaking valve 
was found. A port was put in and something happened and it has to be redone. In 
several days he will have a valve replaced, after heart surgery and recover he will 
go back on the transplant list. Please remember him in prayer in the days and 
weeks ahead.  Pray he will put his worry on God’s shoulders so he might be at 
peace and rest.  Pray for those treating him that they might pay attention and do 
their best. 

 

Marilyn has been diagnosed with non-operable pancreatic cancer. Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that Marilyn’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Marilyn and her family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their 
sadness, fear, worry and terror. 

 

June found she has a recurrence of colon cancer, which is now Stage Four, that is it has 
spread.  Please pray for a miraculous remission; that June’s remaining time here 
hon earth might be good.  Help June and her family put their trust in the Lord and 
let Him carry their sadness, fear, worry and terror. 

 

Leon McKay suffered a stroke a few weeks back that has left him unable to speak and 
while undergoing evaluation the doctors also found he has a very aggressive 
cancer. Please pray for a miraculous remission; that Leon’s remaining time here 
on earth might be good.  Help Leon and his family put their trust in the Lord and 
let Him carry their worry. 

 

Rev. Thomas Brooks is not improving and being kept alive by artificial machines. Please 
pray for a miraculous recovery and if that not be God’s Will, a rapid passing to 
home. Help Thomas’ family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their 
worry. 

 

Ronnie has kidney cancer that has spread and the surgeons are very concerned. Please 
pray the medical team to formulate a successful treatment plan and for a 
miraculous remission; that Ronnie’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Ronnie and family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 
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Levi was cancer free for 4 years and just discovered he has kidney cancer. Levi has a great 
deal of faith and said whether he is healed or God takes him home he will be fine. 
Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to their best and for a good 
outcome.  Pray also that Levi and family will be able to put their worry on God’s 
shoulders.  In particular, please pray for pain relief; Levi is 22 years old. 

 

Ray Daley is a member of the Royal Canadian Legion and served his country during the 
Korean War era. Ray is taking chemotherapy treatments for cancer. Meanwhile his 
son Trevor is in the hospital in a coma and seems to have lost the will to live.  

 

Pat has been under treatment for colon cancer for some time.  He has had major 
complications the last few days and your prayers will be appreciated by family 
and friends. 

 

Dorothy had pneumonia, on checking her lungs they found tumors which permeated the 
lung area.  Further investigation found a primary site in the colon, with the lung 
being secondary.  It would appear there is no viable treatment at this time.  Please 
pray for a miraculous remission; that her remaining time here on earth might be 
good.  Help Dorothy and her family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry 
their worry. 

 

Becky has fourth stage metastasized lung cancer and is not doing well with chemotherapy 
treatments.  Please pray for Becky and her husband as they are together during 
this difficult time in their lives. 

 

Jane has fourth stage cancer and is not doing well.  Please pray for Jane and her family as 
they are together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 

Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to one 
of her lungs.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 

 

Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving chemotherapy 
and is having difficulty eating.  Please pray for the medical team treating her to 
pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in our Lord for 
Christine and her family. 

 

Homebound or Infirm 
Sarah had to move to an Assisted Living Home and has found the adjustment very 

difficult. Please pray she will come to terms with the situation and that her Lord 
Jesus will be close to her.  She recently lost 30 pounds and her eyesight is 
deteriorating.  Pray her appetite will improve and her eyesight will return to 
normal. Most of all, please pray our Lord Jesus Christ will be close to her at this 
difficult time. 

 

Larry H has general weakness as the result of extreme fatigue.  Larry is now up and about, 
walking without assistance.  The depression is still a part of his life.  Due to several 
chronic illnesses, he will never be able to live on his own.  On the other hand, he 
has been transferred to a facility near his former home so he will be nearer his 
friends.  Larry has difficulty with the lack of what he considers fairness in the 
Word.  Please pray for help for Larry to put his trust in the Lord, relax and build 
strength and give Pastor Roy guidance on helping him. 

 

Laurel Bessessen (95) has begun to lose her mental abilities to recall people, places and 
things around her.  Her family is no longer able to care for her at home and she is 
in a skilled care facility.  She is the last of that family’s generation.  Please pray for 
the mental degradation to stop or for her to leave for home.  Pray for her family 
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who do their best to care for her, visiting every day; for her children Cookie, John 
and Bill, as well as the other members of the family. 

 

Judith Clingwall is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel Place, 
an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia. Please pray for remission of 
the disease so she might return home to her family.  Pray also for strength for her 
husband Martin as he deals with all the problems and stress of Judith’s situation. 

 

John has Alzheimer’s pray he will call on God to help him as he deals with this. 
 

Steve, brother in law of Paul Martin, appears to have early onset dementia.  Steve had 
teenage children and is very concerned for them.  Please pray for the disease to 
stall or abate and for peace of mind for Steve and his family. 

 

James is on oxygen all the time, this is bothersome to him and terrifying as well.  Please 
pray for James to put his worry, his bother and his terror on the Lord.  Pray for 
strength and guidance for James and his family.  They suggest this verse, I am 
thine, save me, for I have sought thy precepts. 

 
Joan has had serious medical problems that have kept her confined. Please pray her health 

will remain stable. 
 

Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 
with both dementia and Alzheimer’s She is slowly drifting away, though she still 
recognizes Sara and prayer gives her a sense of peace.  Please pray for both Sara 
and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they can deal 
with the many problems involved.  

 
 

Surgery 
Maria Carla is going to the hospital for corrective surgery. Pray our Lord Jesus Christ will 

be close to her as she has this operation. Pray for her father who will be taking her 
a long distance for the operation. 

 

Marcia has had a biopsy of a mass in her breast which indicated a tumor that must be 
removed. Pray the surgical team will be open to guidance, pay close attention and 
do their very be Pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Marcia and her family. 

 

Edware is having his fourth back surgery (in the last four years) Please pray for the 
medical team to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also 
that Edware and his family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Jeff has been undergoing surgery, chemo and radiation since October for pancreatitis and 
Pancreatic cancer. Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to their 
best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Jeff, his wife and family will be able 
to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Albert had a pacemaker installed recently. He will require surgery soon for a leaking heart 
valve and has just been told he has esophageal cancer. Pray he will turn to God 
and come to know Him on a more personal basis as the days go by. 

 

Mario has early-diagnosed prostate cancer and had surgery. Pray for complete remission 
and that Mario and his family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Eddie has upcoming bladder surgery.  Please pray for the surgical team to pay attention 
and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Eddie and family will be 
able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 
Testing and Treatment 



 
Page 29 

Dru Arnold has a ruptured tendon in her left ankle.  She asks that she be guided to the 
right treatment and the medical team treating her will be open to God’s guidance, 
pay attention and do their very best. 

 

April and her husband ask you prayers for the Lord to guide them and lead them both to 
the correct medical care; and that the family may receive comfort in the process. 

 

Michael Moriarty has been diagnosed with upper duodenal cancer which is the upper 
section of the small intestine.  It is fairly rare and they have not decided how to 
treat him.  Pray with Michael, his family and friends that the medical insurance 
people will fulfill their obligations and the physicians treating him will be guided 
in their assessment and treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good 
health and for continued trust in the Lord for Michael, his family and friends in 
this worrisome time.   

 

Chloe Mayo, granddaughter of Justice Roy and Kayla Moore, good friends of Bishop Jerry, 
suffered a serious kidney attack possibly resulting from strep. Pray her family and 
friends the physicians treating her will be guided in their assessment and 
treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for continued 
trust in the Lord for Chloe, her family and friends in this worrisome time.   

 

Josh has two little children and just discovered he has a rare form of Cancer. Please keep 
him and his family in your prayers in the days ahead. 

 

Ross an elderly gentleman has been diagnosed with Leukemia. Ross has had good health 
until now, your prayers at this time will be appreciated by his family and friends. 

 

Carman was just diagnosed with breast cancer. Pray for her family as they continue to 
help her get the proper care.  Pray with Carman, her family and friends that the 
physicians treating her will be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, for 
a full and speedy recovery to good health and for continued trust in the Lord for 
Carman, her family and friends in this worrisome time.   

 

Kathie Lynn Holter sister of Rev Phil Ternahan, was just diagnosed with Stage Four lung 
cancer (never smoked) which spread to the brain. She was operated on 26 June 
2016.  Please pray with Kathie, her family and friends that the physicians treating 
her will be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, for a full and speedy 
recovery to good health and for continued trust in the Lord for Kathie, her family 
and friends in this worrisome time.   

 

Tina just found out she has cancer on her left kidney. Please pray for guidance for the 
people treating her and for trust in our Lord for Tina and her family. 

 

Martha is now home after testing and she does not have cancer, but she does have bad 
kidneys and is adjusting and getting ideas to work with that. Please pray for 
guidance for the people treating her and for trust in our Lord for her. 

 

Spencer has been diagnosed with Autism.  Please pray for guidance for the people treating 
him and for trust in our Lord for him and his mother Lorna.   

   

Michael has cancer of the blood and is starting chemotherapy.  Please pray for the 
physicians treating him to be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, for a 
full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the Lord for Michael.  

 

Clay has a large gallstone; he is in poor health and not currently a surgical candidate.  
Please pray for the physicians treating him to be guided in their assessment and 
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treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the 
Lord for Clay.  

 

Jim Sevier has been in the hospital for heart related troubles.  Please pray with Jim and his 
family the physicians treating him will be guided in their assessment and 
treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the 
Lord for Jim and his family in this worrisome time.   

 
Claude has been falling and he does not know why. Pray doctors will discover what the 

problem is and he can continue without any more difficulties. 
 
Gretchen has been diagnosed with severe osteoporosis and is now being treated with 

exercise, nutrition and vitamins.  Please pray with Gretchen and her family the 
physicians treating her will be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, for 
a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the Lord for Gretchen 
and her family in this worrisome time.  

 

Pete has not been well and is back in the hospital with another stroke.  Please pray for the 
physicians treating him to be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, for a 
full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the Lord for Pete and his 
family in this worrisome time. 

 
Mary Lee has bleeding into her stomach and they cannot find the sources. Mary Lee is in 

CCU and her husband Maurice is not eating until she returns home for is so upset.  
Please pray for the physicians treating her to be guided in their assessment and 
treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the 
Lord for her, Maurice, as well as the rest of the family in this worrisome time. 

 
Glenn Porter, MAJ USMC Retired, has Interstitial Pulmonary Fibrosis, which causes him 

to be unable to get enough oxygen into his system without supplemental oxygen 
all the time.  The only real treatment is a lung transplant, without a transplant he 
has between two to five years here on earth.  Please pray for him to continue in his 
faith and for a set of lungs to become available. 

 
 

Pat has an aneurism of the brain, pray she will make the right decision on how to treat 
this problem and it will be healed. 

 

Dan is very sick with cancer and is starting an experimental treatment.  This treatment 
will take Dan away from their family business and put even more stress on him 
and his family.  Please pray for Dan’s wife who is meeting with Steve who plans 
to keep the family business going while Dan is ill.  Pray for Steve as he has many 
new responsibilities. 

 

Timothy has brain cancer. He had surgery and is waiting for the pathology report to find 
out what kind of chemo he will need.  Please pray for continued guidance for the 
medical team treating Timothy and patience and trust in God for Timothy and his 
family.  Pray also for a full recovery for Timothy. 

 

Helen was admitted from her doctor's office 15 July 2015, as the result of a blood test, to 
the University of Pennsylvania Hospital with an extremely high white blood 
count. She and her husband are very active in the ministry of their church and are 
asking for believers to pray for them and their family, as they are facing very 
serious problems in the days to come.  Please pray for guidance for the medical 
team and patience and trust in God for Helen and her family.  Pray also for a full 
recovery for her. 
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Elma has been suffering with headaches for a long time.  Doctors have not been able to 
discover the reason for them. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 
Elma and her family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people caring 
for her that they might find the best treatment method to banish the headaches 
completely. 

 
Barbara Apple is bedridden after a fall which left her with two paralyzed limbs. She 

continues to experience pain in the effected limbs and will be totally bed bound 
for the remainder of her life. Your continuing prayers for her are appreciated and 
are great comfort to her. Please pray for Barbara to put her trust in the Lord, look 
to Him for strength and for her to gain energy so she does not lose the mobility 
she has; pray for a miraculous full and rapid recovery. Also, please continue to 
pray for her husband Bob who is her sole caregiver that he will be comforted and 
strengthened in his time of need. 

 

Deborah has had a stroke, she is doing much better and out of the hospital. She has a 
problem with anemia and is taking supplements for that. Pray our Lord will be 
close to her and her family. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 
Deborah and her family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
caring for her that they might find the best treatment method to allow her to heal 
completely. 

 
Rev. Steve Boardman has been diagnosed with stage 3 cancer. Pray that Jesus will be close 

and comfort his family and members of his congregation. 
  
Hang So Ryu has cancer. Please pray for medical team contemplating and evaluating the 

treatment that they might be guided to the correct choice and do their very best.  
Pray also for peace of mind and trust in God for him and his family, as well as 
physical strength. 

 

Olivia, age 7, has been diagnosed with Stage 3 Lymphoma. The prognosis is good at this 
time, please pray for medical team contemplating and evaluating the treatment 
that they might be guided to the correct choice and do their very best.  Pray also 
for peace of mind and trust in God for Olivia and her family, as well as physical 
strength. 

 

Paul has been hospitalized recently several times because of persistent high fevers. He is 
being tested and checked by physicians and seems to have a slight scoliosis, a node 
and Schuermann’s disease.  Please pray it will be discovered how to treat these 
problems and healing will begin so he will be inspired to continue his education. 

 
Rick has heart problems.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating him 

that they might pay attention, do their very best and make the right 
recommendations regarding treatment.  Pray for help for Rick and his wife Wanda 
to keep their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 
Stacy has Multiple Sclerosis and was hospitalized for what turned out to be food 

poisoning.  Pray for trust in God for Stacy and Chris as they deal with Stacy’s 
illness. 

 
Faye is in the hospital because she is weak has been receiving blood transfusions. Pray for 

strength, courage and understanding for Faye and her family; as well as for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course 
of treatment and allow Faye to heal completely. 
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Tom has heart and kidney problems. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 
Tom and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people treating 
him that they might find the best course of treatment and allow Tom to heal 
completely. 

 

Harold is having surgery on 30 September 2016 to repair a hole in his aorta bleeding into 
the abdomen which caused stroke like symptoms. 

 

Joe has had a preliminary ALS diagnosis. Pray the final diagnosis will something that will 
allow him to continue taking care of his devoted young family.  Pray for strength, 
courage and understanding for Joe and his family; as well as for God's guidance 
for the medical people treating him that they might find the best course of 
treatment. 

 

Preston is reacting poorly to recent neck surgery and now has problems with his liver 
count; Physicians feel that dialysis will help. There may be a blockage in the bowel 
and an operation might be necessary.  Please pray for the medical team to pay 
attention and to their best to determine how to help Preston and for a good 
outcome.  Pray also that Preston and family will be able to put their worry on 
God’s shoulders while Preston does his best to facilitate a return to good health. 

 

Brenda is in the hospital because of bleeding on her brain. Please pray for peace of mind 
and trust in the Lord for Brenda, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance 
for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course of 
treatment. 

 

Mackenzie is a young girl with leukemia. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the 
Lord for Mackenzie, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 

Mack has had diabetes most of his adult life. Circulation in his legs is very bad and doctors 
are considering amputation. Please pray his medication will help and he will not 
face amputation. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Mack and 
for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the 
best course of treatment. 

 

Michael has been diagnosed with lung cancer recently after making it through gastro 
intestinal cancer last year. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Michael and his wife Gayle; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating him that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 

Adriano is in the hospital due to high sugar and high blood pressure. He is very weak and 
will appreciate your prayers. 

 

Heather recently found out she has cancer.  Please pray for peace of mind for her and for 
the medical team treating her will be guided to the right solution. 

 

Jim has had an aneurism and blood clots. Pray that healing will come. 
 

Georgia has liver and pancreatic cancer. The doctors are evaluating whether to do surgery 
and how to tackle the disease. Georgia is a faithful Christian and appreciates your 
prayers. Pray for God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they 
might find out the source of the problem and best course of treatment.  Pray also 
for peace of mind and trust in God for Georgia and her family. 

 

Lana’s doctor found something on her lymph nodes and ovaries. Pray for God's guidance 
for the medical people treating her that they might find out the source of the 
problem and best course of treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and trust in 
God for Lana and her family. 
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Healing  
Kurt Thomas asks for your continued prayer that his body not reject his transplanted heart 

parts  Pray also for Kurt to accept what he cannot do at present and concentrate 
on what he can do.  This is a very foreign situation for this Christian warrior.  He 
needs God’s help to adapt and prosper. 

 

Vladia had a right knee replacement which went well, but since the operation she is 
experiencing very painful side effects from medicine, very low hemoglobin and 
also back problems.  She has been transferred back to the hospital to help correct 
these problems.  Please pray the doctors will seek God's Wisdom and come up 
with a plan to help her get back on her feet and have some normalcy in her life. 

 

Madisun Hanks (14) has Tourette’s Syndrome and suffers from horrible migraine 
headaches.  There are various very high risk treatments which provide some relief.  
None of them are close and none are easy.  Madisun is truly one of the most 
inspiring young ladies we have ever come across, her attitude and actions are 
almost unbelievable.  No one should have to go through what she does, but she 
makes it through and performs incredibly when others just get by.  Please pray for 
Madisun, her mom Hilda who guides her through all this and those treating her. 

 

Linda has a melanoma just forming and she needs to have it removed.  She has had severe 
medical problems the last 15 years and needs help coping. Pray for all of her family 
at this time as new problems have come to light. 

 

Chris Hill (close friend of Jon Weston) suffered a brain aneurysm and needs your prayers. 
He came out of a coma he had been in since the week before Christmas 2016.  He 
is now in a stepdown facility. Every day is a new day to him; his memory seems 
to have been damaged to a point where it is not recovering so far.   Pray for the 
doctors, nurses and technicians treating him to pay attention, to be open to God’s 
guidance and do their very best. Pray for trust in our Lord and peace of mind for 
Chris and his family. 

 

Rev Bill had a stroke. Pray he will stay comfortable and Jesus will be close by, please pray 
for a full and rapid recovery. 

 

Dennis will begin chemotherapy for an active cancer spot on his spine on 17 September 
2015.  Please pray for a good result and tolerance of the treatment for him. 

 

Vickie has been bothered with Migraines and all that go with the headaches.  Please pray 
for relief from the pain for Vickie. 

 
Jon has Stage 4 mantle cell lymphoma. There is good news in that he is in remission; 

however the chemotherapy is producing neuropathy in  his legs so it is a challenge 
for him to get around. Please pray that he will be as comfortable as possible; he 
has been a Marathoner runner so this is especially difficult. 

 

Amy has melanoma in her lungs, liver and kidneys; they have found a treatment for her 
that has a high success rate however the side effects are debilitating. Please pray 
she will be able to tolerate the side effects and the treatment is successful.  Amy 
has full trust in the Lord, but would still appreciate your prayers. 

 

Liz had a massive stroke at age thirty-seven. The prognosis is good but she has a long 
road ahead.  Please pray for guidance for those treating her, for trust in our Lord 
for Liz and her family, for healing. 

 

Ebick is suffering from a severe ulcer but the Doctors cannot give her the proper dosage 
of the medicine due to her six month pregnancy.  Please pray doctors will find an 
alternative avenue for treatment or that God will provide. 
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Stan is going through chemotherapy and radiation treatments for cancer. He is elderly 
and the treatments are tiring him.  Please pray for his wife Marvelene as they do 
this together. 

 
Donald is in the hospital and had his leg amputated on 14 April 2014. Pray he will adjust 

and healing will begin. 
 
David has many concussions and unable to go to school, read books, watch TV and has 

headaches and migraines. He has trouble sleeping and his family will appreciate 
your prayers for this 10 year old young man. 

 
Gladys has breast cancer and has had a lumpectomy. She needs to take a year off of her 

work to have chemo treatments. 
 
Alwin Jack has had a stroke and recently has had a relapse.  Please pray for those who 

treat Alwin that they might choose the best possible treatment and pray for peace 
of mind for Alwin during the recovery phase. 

 
Carolyn has Multiple Sclerosis with complications. Pray Carolyn and her children will be 

close to our Lord Jesus Christ as they and family members help to ease the 
problems. 

 
Bill had malignant growth removed from a lip last month and seems to be experiencing 

a re-growth of the cancer.  He asks your prayer for the medical team treating him 
and for peace of mind for himself. 

 
Hank has osteoporosis, which has caused him a great deal of pain and inconvenience in 

the past few years. Pray for his healing and that his medical bills will be met. 
 
Evelyn is an elderly woman who has had problems with her eyes and is now blind. It 

appears some sight will return shortly, pray for that to happen! 
 
Joanne has begun kidney dialysis as a result of kidney failure due to extensive 

chemotherapy. Additionally she cares for an adopted drug addicted baby who is 
now nine years old.  Please pray for her to keep her faith, to let the Lord carry her 
worry and concern and to give her strength.  Pray also for those treating her that 
they might pay attention and do their best. 

 

Bud and his wife for their continued welfare and enthusiasm.  Bud has been advised of an 
aneurism in his heart of a size not mandating immediate surgery.  This comes at a 
time when he has sole care of his wife who recently broke two vertebrae and 
thereafter sustained pneumonia. 

 
Dester is suffering from unknown skin and diseases.  Please guide the medical team 

treating him to find out what the problem is and cure it.  Pray also for Dester to 
trust in the Lord. 

 
Lee has Arterial Fibrillation, she is doing much better and she and her family thank you 

for your prayers. Her pain level is high and some medications have bad side 
effects. Please continue her in Prayer in the weeks ahead as she heals. 

 
Nell recently adopted two children and has just been diagnosed with multiple myeloma. 
 
Mary Lou has been suffering with seizures. She was in the hospital with a 24 hour monitor 

and is being sent home from the hospital with two medications and orders to 
return in 2 months for another MRI to review whatever is going on in her brain.  
Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating her, as well as peace of 
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mind and trust in God for her and her family. 
 
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital.  She has been diagnosed with colitis, 

shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and begin to heal. 
 
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy.  This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and they 

do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she is indeed 
ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the truth and be 
supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will find the right 
measures to minimize the disease.  Most particularly pray for Rachel’s trust in 
God. 

 
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for peace 

of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause and cure. 
 
Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease.  She has not come 

out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples.  Her 
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue. 

 

Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further 
anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation 
treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also Lauralee 
will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 

Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) was able to get a hip replacement in spite of her heart and kidney 
problems and is recovering remarkably!  Please give thanks for this great event 
and result!  Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay and her family.  
Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 

Healing and Patience 
Kym (43) has various hip problems which seems to be related to osteoarthritis.  And, her 

mother Ruth is in the early stages of dementia.  Pray for guidance for those treating 
both of them, as well as patience and trust in the Lord for both of them. 

 

Christopher has had problems with his leg for some time.  Now he has to have it casted 
and it will stay that way for what to him seems an interminable time.  Pray for 
patience and peace of mind for this young man who has much he wants to do. 

 
James for the Lord’s healing of health issues and give a remedy for many personal 

challenges at the moment. 
 
Thanksgiving and Continued Healing  
Chief Mike Wysocki finally had heart valve surgery June 2017.  He was back in the hospital 

with a bleeding ulcer, but made it home.  Please give thanks for that and pray for 
the medical team treating Mike that they might pay attention, do their very best 
and be open to God’s guidance.  Pray a complete recovery and peace of mind and 
trust in God for Mike, his lovely wife Wendy and his family. 

 

John Young had three way heart bypass surgery on Thursday, 23 March 2017, in Alabama, 
which was apparently successful, then had a stroke in October while undergoing 
testing for his FAA medical.  He has lost his right side peripheral vision.  Please 
for a recovery of John’s vision. 

 

Bill had surgery November 2016 for a kidney tumor; he is one kidney short, but 
recovering very well for the present.  It appears the cancer has spread to another 
spot.  Please pray for Bill as he undergoes chemotherapy and perhaps other 
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treatment.  Pray Bill and his family will stay strong in their faith and draw the 
strength they need from our Lord. 

 

Anita had surgery on 4 November 2016 to remove what they thought were five tumors in 
her right lung, but turned out to be eight. They removed all eight. In addition, her 
lung was folded from her previous coil embolization. They removed the coils, 
unfolding her lower right lobe and oversewed the area. In reality she may come 
away with increased lung capacity. Anita, her husband Michael and family 
express for the power of your continued prayers and expressions of love. Please 
join them in giving thanks for God’s Grace and pray for her continued healing. 

 

Bob Reisor had surgery on 19 September 2016 for a kidney tumor; he is one kidney short, 
but recovering very well for the present.  The cancer has spread to his lung and 
another spot.  Five years ago there was no treatment, but now it appears there is 
an oral medication that has shown great effectiveness on this particular cancer.  As 
of 12 January 2017, the main spot shrank from 3.3 cm (1 1/3 inch) to 2.2 cm (7/8 
inch) and the spots on his lungs have receded even more.  And as of 22 June 2017, 
they have shrunk further.   Please give thanks to the Lord for such wonderful 
progress.  Please pray for Bob as he undergoes chemotherapy and perhaps other 
treatment.  Pray he and his family will be drawn closer to our Lord. 

 
Shamu had surgery on 12 May 2017, her seventeenth, to reconstruct the damage done her 

by Walter Reed Medical Center.  She now has a bacterial infection which is laying 
her low. Please pray for strength; physical, mental and spiritual for her.  Pray for 
guidance for the new medical team treating her and for her to know how to 
proceed with regard to the damage done her by Walter Reed Medical Center.  Pray 
also for her to continue her trust in our Lord as she goes through this difficult time. 

 

Atina has skin cancer, which is now in remission.  Please give thanks for the remission, 
pray for continued remission of the cancer; pray also for continued faith for Atina 
and her family. 

 
Clay has melanoma which is now in remission.  Please give thanks for the remission, pray 

for continued remission of the cancer; pray also for continued faith for Clay and 
his family. 

 
Cindy (81) had an operation to remove a cancerous growth in her stomach which was 

successful.  She is now home, but in a bit of pain.  Please give thanks for the good 
result, pray for full and complete healing and remission of the cancer, as well as 
cessation of the pain; pray also for continued faith for Cindy and her husband Les 
(91). 

 

Linda had successful dental surgery on 15 December 2015, she is also on a course of 
chemotherapy and this type of surgery was not recommended for people while 
they are taking chemotherapy.  But, it was an emergency and had to be done. 
Please give thanks all went well and pray for continued healing and for peace of 
mind and trust in God for Linda and her family.  

 

Ruby broke her hip on 10 December 2015, surgery was successful.  Please give thanks for 
the successful surgery and pray for her full and rapid recovery. 

 

Terry was undergoing radiation treatment for cancer, which he had to stop to amputate 
his leg below the knee due to diabetes.  The surgery was successful, he has been 
fitted with a prosthetic leg and foot.  He is in good spirits and positive about the 
remainder of his treatment.   Please join Terry and his family in giving thanks for 
the successful surgery and continue to pray for his return to radiation treatment 
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and then to chemotherapy, ask God to give Terry, his wife and seven year old son 
trust in him for peace of mind and heart, as well. 

 
Janet Jessup had a stroke and heart problems were causing huge issues for her.  They seem 

to have gotten her stabilized and she is home. Please pray for those treating her to 
find the appropriate treatment and for trust in God and peace of mind for Janet 
and her family, in particular her husband of 45 years, Rev Roger Jessup, retired 
minister of Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church. 

 

Sam had surgery on his entire large intestine that had become infected. At the time of the 
operation he was just hours away from a complete organ shutdown. He had had 
turmoil in his life over the years. Sam is now in the ICU and his Minister visited 
him and explained to him God had given him another chance for him to make 
things right with his Lord. Pray for his good health and his spiritual life with Jesus. 

 
Ian had surgery to remove excess skin rendered a nuisance by controlled lost of 200 

pounds.  Please give thanks for the successful result and for those treating him to 
have paid attention and done their very best on the lengthy surgery, taking the 
best possible care of him.  Please pray for his continued recovery and strength for 
his Mother who will be in charge of his after care. 

 

Jenniffer had surgery for breast cancer on 15 October 2014, which seemingly went well; 
please give thanks for that.  She has had other complications which preclude her 
from making a full recovery in particular, the reconstructive surgery seems to have 
gravely affected her back muscles and nerves, resulting in both very limited 
mobility and extreme pain, the drugs are making her terribly sick; please pray 
those will be overcome.  Pray for help for Jenniffer to keep her trust in the Lord 
and let Him carry her worry and concern as she recovers.  Please pray also for 
strength and courage for her family as they try their best to help her. 

 

Mary Thornell has been battling colon cancer for three years now, she is currently treating 
at the City of Hope.  Things seem to be going well, the numbers seem headed in 
the right direction. Please pray for guidance for those treating her, as well as 
strength, guidance and peace of mind for Mary and her husband Jim, as well as 
daughter Janice and son Jimmy, as she undergoes treatment.   

 

Elma is suffering from cancer.  She was taken home from the hospital on the advice of her 
Doctor.  We were asked to pray Elma’s remaining time here on earth might be 
good and Elma and family might put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their 
worry.   Since then, Elma’s Bishop told us a great Miracle of the Lord is working 
over Elma.  Doctors sent her home to die, but now she seems to be doing all right.  
On behalf of her, thank you for all of your prayers. Please continue praying for her 
complete healing. 

 

Dennis has heart problems; now the medical people treating him discovered a large mass 
on his liver which turned out to be a cyst!  Please give thanks for this great 
development and pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Dennis and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating him that the contemplated surgery 
might go well. 

 

Dwight had major oral surgery, for which he gives thanks.  He is recovering slowly and 
asks your prayers to speed the process. 

 

Mike is a veteran who has served his country when she called. Please pray he will open 
his heart to God so He can make Mike’s crooked road straight and pull him 
towards the summit rather than to the pit. 

 



 
Page 38 

Business 
James and Sarah who have recently moved to a new area and have new positions in 

employment. They are finding much stress in the new surroundings and will 
appreciate your prayers as they adjust. 

 

Financial Guidance and Employment 
Kona is applying for a job in the hospital. Pray our Lord will find the right position for 

her and she will glorify Him in the work. 
 

Doug recently became unemployed from his job of 18 years. He has been applying for 
jobs, but unable to get one at this time.  His wife is working; this is not enough for 
the family. Please pray he will find employment with a firm that will be able to 
use his considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the firm and the family. 

 

Catherine and Lewis are at a low ebb due to a struggle for employment. Your fervent 
prayers will be appreciated. 

 

Lori is considering a potential change in her employment.  Please pray for God’s gidan ce 
in considering all aspects of her potential work. 

 
 

Financial Guidance and Healing 
Clark is in need of salvation; for God’s Will to be done in his life. Pray his family will be 

blessed with the financial miracles that come from doing His Will. 
 

God’s Strength and Peace of Soul 
 Roger is the caretaker for his ailing father who has been in the hospital for a week and 

his wife who had been declining emotionally, cognitively and in bodily health.  He 
asks you pray for strength and peace for him and help for those he cares for. 

 

Charlie McCormack asks your prayer the Holy Ghost might fill his heart with light and 
drive the darkness far away.  

 

Guidance 
Zachary is having huge problems growing up.  He has let the wrong people guide his life 

and thinks he is the smartest person in the world.  He cannot or will not see the 
destructive power of drugs and lies in his life.  Pray his parents Lee and Shamu 
will come to see what course of action that they can take to help Zachary and 
safeguard his brother and sister.  Please pray for God’s guidance for all of them 
and in particular for Zachary to open his heart to God and his parents help. 

 

Judy seemingly does not want to allow the Holy Ghost into her heart so she might come 
to know our Lord and Savior, despite the efforts of her family.  Please pray for her 
to open her heat and for her family to be at peace with their efforts. 

 

Barbara has been recovering from cancer for the last three years. Pray for her husband Bill 
who has come down with a mental illness that may have been caused by much 
stress the last few years. Barbara and Bill will appreciate your prayers.  

 

Larry is very weak and has periods of confusion and depression. Larry has been in the 
hospital and recently moved to a rehab. Please keep him in prayer as he begins to 
gain strength in the days ahead.  

 

Thomas recently learned as the result of a parole violation he will not be allowed to return 
to society for the remainder of his life. He is despairing and fearful of his inability 
to cope with this new news and God's plan for his life.  Please pray he will be able 
to work with God to live with the choices he has made and go forward. 
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Cam has gotten into some of the issues being with the wrong crowds, too much dinking 
and making the wrong decisions.  Pray he will ask God to send the Holy Ghost in 
to straighten things out and he will listen when He speaks to him. 

 

Paul recently had his large toe amputated due to diabetes and is having a difficult 
recovery filled with fear about dying. He recently accepted Jesus as his savior and 
his family Rosie and Brenda are very grateful. Pray for strength for both Rosie and 
Brenda who are staying by his side through it all encouraging him on.   

 

Steve is addicted to alcohol, pain pills and gambling. Pray for wisdom, courage and 
strength to stick with treatment and follow God’s plan for his life. 

 

Eli has some mental issues and has lost his way.  He has yet to come to grips with the 
demons chasing him.  Pray he will return to the Lord and his family.  Pray they 
will ask God to send the Holy Ghost in to straighten things out and they will listen 
when He speaks to them.  The family has been open to the Prince of Darkness and 
needs help. 

 

Michael and his Family ask your prayers for wisdom as they are under trial and affliction 
to follow the law of the land and yet honor God in so doing. 

 

Flora is in remission with cancer, but has high blood pressure and fatigue. Flora’s Mother 
recently died and this has caused added stress.  Please pray she will be able to let 
God carry her worry and sorrow so she can do the things she must do. 

 
Elizabeth needs your prayers for her general well being.   Pray she might see the Light of 

the Lord and let Him guide her life. 
 
Gunner need your prayers for his general well being.   Pray he might see the Light of the 

Lord and let Him guide his life.   
 
 
Mitten has a Christian talking to him about Christ.  Mitten does not believe and does not 

seem to care.  Please pray Mitten will see the light. 
 
Kristen, Rickey and their two children ask you to pray for grace, wisdom and understanding 

as they attempt to cope with infidelity, separation and possibly divorce as a result 
of backsliding from the Lord into the World.  

 

Helene and her family ask your prayers for them as they deal with the loss of Alan, husband 
and father. 

 

Stephanie seems to be very deeply into post partum depression after her baby was born 
prematurely.  Please pray for her Mother in Law who is going a great distance to 
help Stephanie and her new Grandson.  Pray that Stephanie will be able to direct 
her attention outward, rather than inward. 

 

Caitlin is in the grip of the Prince of Darkness; she thinks there is escape from reality in 
drugs.  The saddest part is that reality is not as she sees it.  Her family is despairing 
as they can do nothing to help her and ask that you pray for the Holy Ghost to 
enter into heart and show her the need for change before it is too late. 

 

Nathaniel is in spiritual turmoil.  His family and friends will appreciate it if you will keep 
him in your prayers for him to find the root of his trouble and accept God’s help. 

 

Sam and her two children have been living in a shelter and are to lose their place there.  
Please pray a place will be found they can stay in and recover. 

 

Norrie is facing daily exams in the weeks ahead.  Pray for calmness and concentration and 
to do the best possible. 
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Jonathan is addicted to drugs.  He is now in jail awaiting trial. His parents and friends will 
appreciate it if you will keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of his 
trouble and accept God’s help to heal addiction. 

 

Beth is suffering from ungodly treatment in her marriage.  Please pray God will guide her 
in her behavior, actions and thoughts that she might be able to lead her husband 
to God so her marriage might prosper to the benefit of them. 

 

Jeanette has had many members of her family die from diabetes and several are near death 
now. Jeanette does not know the Lord and is despondent and perplexed about her 
family and herself.  Please pray she can open her heart to allow the Holy Ghost in 
to bring her knowledge and understanding. 

 

Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 
and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do everything 
and can only change those things within her control.  She asks for God’s help for 
her business so that she might remain gainfully employed while keeping up with 
the needs of her mother and husband and healing her own problems. 

 

Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 

School Challenges 
 Destiny, Blake and Janet 
 

Anglican Orthodox Church 
Madagascar 
Please pray for the people in Madagascar, in particular for the members of the Anglican 

Orthodox Church there, who are being subjected to terrible flooding and 
unceasing rain.  

 

Indonesia 
Please pray for the Lord's will regarding the establishment of an AOC church in 

Indonesia. 
 

Pakistan  
General and Ongoing - The forces of evil are strong in Pakistan.  The force of God stronger.  

Pray for our Christian family there. 
Ernest Jacob 

Presiding Bishop Pakistan 
Congo 
Jimmy is a missionary in the Congo. There has been violent unrest in this country and 

also a water shortage. Please pray people will find water to drink and Jimmy will 
be a means of helping others to find the Lord. 

 
Serbia 
Bishop Igor Djurcik asks us to pray for peace between Serbia and the country of Kosovo 

which broke away from them in 2008.  Kosovo is a muslim country and seems to 
be willing to provoke conflict; Serbia is a primarily Christian country which seems 
to be ready to return the conflict.  Pray Serbia will look for the long term best 
interests of its people. 

 

Philippines 
Please pray a Minister will be found who would like to serve in Tabuk, in the Philippine 

Islands.  The Anglican Orthodox Church has an established Church there and in 
the surrounding areas and need a Shepherd to lead the flock. 

 
Diocese of the Epiphany 
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Saint Paul’s Moberly, Missouri would like your prayers that the Holy Ghost might enter 
more fully into their hearts so that they might be more effective in spreading the 
Word of God. 

 

Diocese of Virginia 
Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church is under a lot of stress.  We all are, but 

they need even more prayer.  Rev Roger Jessup, their wonderful minister, had to 
retire as he was so pressed by the duties of a primary care giver, in addition to all 
the worries of this world.  Pray for trust in God for each member of the parish and 
for them to find economic relief. 

 
Armed Forces & Contractors 
Dustin (USAF - Stateside), Kristyna and Luis Aviles (Army - Fort Lewis, Washington), 

Airman Donny Patton (USAF - Hulbert Field, Florida), Jordan Brown (USMC – 
Recruiter - Iowa City, Iowa), Trevor Jennings (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator – 
McGuire AFB, NJ), Trevor Di Marco (USN - Whidbey Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt 
Thomas (USN – Virginia), Ethan (US Army Airborne – Southwest Asia) 

 
For Our Country 
Our country has lost its way.  Over half the people that vote, voted for a government that 

promises them things it cannot deliver in return for their souls which it can, will 
and does take.  Our foreign policy backs the rise of Islam, we turn our backs on 
those who would follow God and arm those who murder them.  Pray God will 
raise up a leader from among the people who can turn the country’s course 180° 
and attempt to come back to God.  Pray the people will recognize that they are 
headed down a smooth wide road into the pit, a road that will get smoother and 
smoother, steeper and steeper until the only possible way is down.  Down, into 
the depths of the pit.  Pray people will recognize there is: 

 

• One True and Triune God who is goodness in and of Himself; 
• All religions are not equal; 
• All ways of life are not equal; 
• The Bible holds the Key to Life; 
• All rights come from God, not the State; 
• Good; 
• Bad; 
• Evil; 
• Right; 
• Wrong; 
• Allah is the Devil; 
• Abortion is no more than sacrifice of children to Baal. 

 
 

Pray this recognition will not come too late.  Pray we will, each of us, do our duty to God, 
Country and Family, putting His Honor above all. 

 
Persecuted 
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 

Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
Separation of Church and State in the western world, as it becomes actively atheist 
or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 
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Education 
Aaron is in need of God’s guidance to see what he needs to do to fulfill his potential and 

live his life in a manner which will bring true happiness to him. 
 

Thomas Dabney is attending Delta State University in Cleveland, Mississippi, to finish his 
Bachelor’s Degree.  Please pray for Thomas to focus on education and do his very 
best at school. 

 

Jim and Mary Lou’s grandson Pearce, who is entering college this 22 August 2107. 
 

A good, happy and productive year for our Jim and Mary Lou’s grandson Colin who is 
entering his Junior Year in High School. 

 

Jim and Mary Lou’s granddaughter Lucy, who will be entering second grade for gifted 
children.  Pray it will be the challenge she needs and she will also mature socially. 

 
Thanksgiving 
Skyler gives thanks for safe travel British Virgin Islands for work. 
 
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 
 

25 February 2018 – Second Sunday in Lent – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

4 March 2017 – Third Sunday in Lent – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 
am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 
am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 


