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The Sunday next before Easter commonly called Palm Sunday, the start of “Holy Week” 
and a time that most people just associate with the triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  
There is a lot more, read the report. 
 
On Point 
Someone asked, where do the quotes come from?  The answer is from the people who 
uttered them.  But, how did you find them?  Oh, that.  Some from Bishop Jerry, many 
from Rev Bryan Dabney, a few from other places, some from Rev Geordie Menzies-
Grierson, but overall mostly from Bryan.  He always has a few great ones to share.  On 
to the On Point quotes – 
 
We are all born ignorant, but one must work hard to remain stupid. 

Ben Franklin 
Screwtape1 examines the virtue of Humility 
Your patient has become humble; have you drawn his attention to the fact? All virtues 
are less formidable to us once the man is aware that he has them, but this is specially 
true of humility. Catch him at the moment when he is really poor in spirit and smuggle 
into his mind the gratifying reflection, ‘By jove! I’m being humble’, and almost 
immediately pride—pride at his own humility—will appear. If he awakes to the danger 
and tries to smother this new form of pride, make him proud of his attempt—and so on, 
through as many stages as you please. But don’t try this too long, for fear you awake his 
sense of humour and proportion, in which case he will merely laugh at you and go to 
bed. 
 
But there are other profitable ways of fixing his attention on the virtue of Humility. By 
this virtue, as by all the others, our Enemy wants to turn the man’s attention away from 
self to Him, and to the man’s neighbours. All the abjection and self-hatred are designed, 
in the long run, solely for this end; unless they attain this end they do us little harm; and 
                                                
1 Screwtape is a fictional devil in a book The Screwtape Letters (1942) and its sequel short fiction 
Screwtape Proposes a Toast (1959), both written by the Christian author CS Lewis.   The Enemy of whom 
Screwtape speaks is his enemy, God. 
 
 

Screwtape is a Senior Tempter and the Undersecretary of his department. The Letters are his side of the 
correspondence with his nephew Wormwood, as mentor to the young devil who is charged with the 
guidance of one man. The Toast is Screwtape's after-dinner speech at the Tempters' Training College and 
is a satire on American and British or English public education. Screwtape has a secretary called 
Toadpipe. 
 

Screwtape appears to understand very well the nature of human minds and weaknesses, although 
nothing about love. He also has a way with words and a fondness for sarcasm. 
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they may even do us good if they keep the man concerned with himself, and, above all, 
if self-contempt can be made the starting point for contempt of other selves, and thus 
for gloom, cynicism, and cruelty. 

Jack Lewis 
The Screwtape Letters 

 
Leadership 
“And that’s truer than thy brother knows, Cor,” said King Lune. “For this is what it 
means to be a king: to be first in every desperate attack and last in every desperate 
retreat, and when there’s hunger in the land (as must be now and then in bad years) to 
wear finer clothes and laugh louder over a scantier meal than any man in your land.” 

Jack Lewis 
The Horse and His Boy 

 
The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 

Proverbs 15:3 
 
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 

St. Matthew 5:14 
 
Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his 
household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, 
whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that he 
will make him ruler over all that he hath. 

St. Luke 12:42-44 
 
I solemnly warn every one to beware of the delusive notion, that all men and women 
are alike children of God, whether they have faith in Christ or not. It is a wild theory 
which many are clinging to in these days, but one which cannot be proved out of the 
Word of God. It is a perilous dream, with which many are trying to soothe themselves, 
but one from which there will be a fearful waking up at the last day... 

JC Ryle 
19th century Anglican bishop and author 

Are You Ready For The End Of Time, p. 164 
 
Where in Scripture is it to be found, that the apostles conferred their office upon any 
successors? The answer is, nowhere. It was impossible for them to do so, since their 
apostleship was unique and peculiar to them, and they could have no successors. An 
important part of the definition of an apostle was that he was an eye witness of the risen 
Lord. Paul refers to himself as the last, as well as the least, of the apostles, as one born 
out of due time, since he was not one of the twelve who had been with Jesus. But he had 
seen the risen Lord and he had commissioned him to be an apostle to the Gentiles. On 
this understanding, then, that apostles must be eye witnesses of the risen Lord, they can 
by definition, have no successors. Nor can they, properly speaking, have any successors 
with regard to their universal commission to go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature. Bishops do not qualify in this sense either. If there is to be any 
apostolic succession, any continuation of the witness and testimony of the apostles 
today in the Church, it is not in terms of persons or offices, but in the Holy Scriptures 
which contain the apostles’ doctrine and their testimony to Jesus Christ. That is the 
sacred deposit of truth committed to the Church, and where there is a ministry that is 
faithful to the Scriptures you have the apostolic witness maintained. In this the 
Reformers of the English Church were agreed that the succession that really mattered 
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was not one of persons and places, but of doctrine and faith. If the Bishops are faithful 
in that, they stand in the only succession that really matters in the Church and in the 
sight of God. 

David N. Samuel 
20th and 21st century former Presiding Bishop of the Church of England (Continuing)  

The Church In Crisis, pp. 110- 111 
 
Government is too important to be left to those who are not too busy; the professionals 
who think government has some sort of divine right to tell people what is good for 
them. 

Ronald Wilson Reagan 
20th century American president 

 
It requires more than wings to be an eagle. 

Aesop 
6th century BC Greek philosopher and author 

The Eagle and the Crow 
 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 

The Propers for today are found on Page 134-137, with the Collect first: 
 

The Sunday next before Easter, commonly called 
Palm Sunday. 

The Collect. 
 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast 
sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 

death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great humility; 
Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be 
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be said every day, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Good Friday. 
 

A 
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The Epistle came from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, starting at the Fifth Verse of the 
Second Chapter.  
 
Paul reminds us that if Christ, the Son of God, was obedient to God, we should so be.  
Also, as a result of that obedience, God hath given Jesus the name to which all of earth 
should bow.  
 

et this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 

likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
 
This morning’s Gospel comes from the Gospel of Saint Matthew, starting at the First 
Verse of the Twenty-Seventh Chapter and tells the story of Jesus’ trial, crucifixion and 
death.  The Gospel was read by in parts, with Hap as the Reader, Jack as Jesus and 
Judas and Pontius Pilate, Dru as Mrs. Pilate.  We all read the Crowd part together. 
 

The normally powerful Gospel seems even more powerful when read as a play, so to 
speak.  The crowd’s part is very hard to read as it reminds us of our dark side.  If you 
did not make it to church today, please find someone to read this with in parts.  It is an 
uncomfortable experience that you nonetheless should not miss. 
 

Gospel of Saint Matthew 
starting at the First Verse of the Twenty-Seventh Chapter 

 

Reader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew: When the 
morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to death: And when they had bound him, they led him away, and 
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. Then Judas, which had betrayed him, 
when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying,  
Judas: I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.  
Reader: And they said,  
Crowd: What is that to us? see thou to that. 
Reader: And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and 
hanged himself. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said,  
Crowd: It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of 
blood. 
Reader: And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury 
strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. Then was 
fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel 
did value; And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me. And Jesus 
stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying,  
Pilate: Art thou the King of the Jews?  

L 
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Reader: And Jesus said unto him,  
Jesus: Thou sayest. 
Reader: And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 
Then said Pilate unto him,  
Pilate: Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? 
Reader: And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled 
greatly. Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, 
whom they would. And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. Therefore 
when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them,  
Pilate: Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ? 
Reader: For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. When he was set down on 
the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying,  
Pilate’s Wife: Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream because of him. 
Reader:  But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask 
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said unto them,  
Pilate: Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?  
Reader: They said,  
Crowd: Barabbas. 
Reader: Pilate saith unto them,  
Pilate: What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?  
Reader: They all say unto him,  
Crowd: Let him be crucified. 
Reader: And the governor said,  
Pilate: Why, what evil hath he done?  
Reader: But they cried out the more, saying,  
Crowd: Let him be crucified. 
Reader: When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was 
made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying,  
Pilate: I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it. 
Reader: Then answered all the people, and said,  
Crowd: His blood be on us, and on our children. 
Reader: Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he 
delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped 
him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they 
put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, 
and mocked him, saying,  
Crowd: Hail, King of the Jews! 
Reader: And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. And 
after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own 
raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. And as they came out, they found a 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. And when they 
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were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, They gave him 
vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not 
drink. And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and 
upon my vesture did they cast lots. And sitting down they watched him there; And set 
up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then 
were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the 
left. And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, And saying,  
Crowd: Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If 
thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
Reader: Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 
Crowd: He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him 
now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 
Reader: The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. Now 
from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying,  
Jesus: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?  
Reader: that is to say,  
Jesus: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 
Reader: Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said,  
Crowd: This man calleth for Elias. 
Reader: And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, 
and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. The rest said,  
Crowd: Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 
Reader: Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 
Moment of Silence 
Reader: And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And the graves were opened; and many 
bodies of the saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after his resurrection, 
and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. Now when the centurion, and 
they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that 
were done, they feared greatly, saying,  
Crowd: Truly this was the Son of God. 

 

Please read this out loud. 
 
Having read this, do you see yourself in the crowd?  The crowd were not a random 
group of bad Jews, the crowd is us.  There is a little or more of the crowd in each of us.  
Uncomfortable?  Yes.  But, sadly very real.  Yet, if we realize this, we can act to make 
ourselves less of the crowd and more of the Christ.  For in us each is the crowd and the 
crown.  We chose, each of us, which it will be, crowd or crown.  One simple letter of 
difference, yet the gap between the two is bridged only by Christ. 
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Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays.  Today we get a brilliant and inspiring sermon 
discussing the events of Holy Week.  Hopefully, you read last 
week’s explanation of Holy Week, your understanding of all 
that it means will grow with this sermon.  I beg you; take the 
time to read this:  
 

Sermon Notes for Palm Sunday 
20 March 2016, Anno Domini 

St Andrew’s Anglican Orthodox 
 

The Collect 
 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast 
sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer 

death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great humility; 
Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be 
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Bible is populated with a number of Great Lone Hills that rise majestically from the 
dunes and deserts of the wilderness of sin. That which we approach today in observing 
the impending crucifixion of Christ is the great mountain of grace and mercy at Calvary 
– a mountain of unmerited mercy and grace for the chosen of God. It was foreshadowed 
by the interdicted sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham in the same mountain range as that of 
Calvary. These smaller mountains of God's grace are like small foothills of promise that 
rise in growing measure toward the heights of Everest which is the true Calvary. The 
sacrifice of Christ was the consummation of all of God's prophecies of redemption, 
salvation, and atonement. It was the final act that opened the floodgates of mercy and 
the fountain of eternal life for all who are those of faith. 
  
There was nothing reasonable about the sacrifice of Christ. He came to shed His life's 
blood for those who were at enmity with Him and His Father. As our fathers climbed 
each successive mountain of grace and prophecy, their perspective prevented their clear 
view of the ultimate mountain of greatest towering stature that loomed beyond the crest 
of the last lesser mountain that foreshadowed Calvary. Mount Moriah upon whose 
brow, Abraham would have sacrificed Isaac, precluded the full view of that sacrificial 
fulfillment in Christ. As well was the fullness of the Promise occluded from the view of 
Moses upon Mount Nebal.  It was the faith of Abraham, Moses, and others in the 
satisfaction of the benefits of salvation that made the coming reality of the redemption 
an accomplished and known fact centuries before its actual fulfillment. 
  
As we begin our observance of Holy Week, it will be revealing to our souls if we view 
the significant events of the week in order of their occurrence: 
  
The entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on the Lord's Day. On the next day much people that 
were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, (John 
12:12) This was the day that the Passover Lamb was to be set aside and kept for its 
sacrifice on the eve of Passover. Truly, Christ coming into Jerusalem to be kept until the 
14th Nisan was the full picture of our Passover in Christ. Purge out therefore the old 
leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover 
is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with 

A 
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the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth.  (1 Cor 5:7-8) The unleavened bread with which we observe the Passover 
represents the truth and sincerity of Christ our Passover. 
 
It is noteworthy of the fickle and wicked nature of man that the same people who were 
shouting Hosanna at the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem were the same who would be 
shouting for His crucifixion less four days later. 
 
On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and 
cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. And 
Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, daughter of 
Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt (John 12:12-15) 
 
Christ rode into Jerusalem on a donkey to express His humility.  He had travelled to 
Bethlehem on a donkey at the beginning of His life.  At the close of His life, He again 
rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. The people cast palm branches before Him shouting 
"Hosanna" a word of Hebrew origin Ho - see us,  Yasha- na (save). This is why we refer 
to the day as Palm Sunday. It is the day that we, like Christ, begin our observance of 
Holy Week in preparation for our Passover in Christ. (Explain Passover: Exodus 12) 
 
The Jewish rulers were enraged at the honor the people showed to Christ. They could 
have been part of the celebration, but chose to be part of the gloom and hate. The 
Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, 
the world is gone after him. They conceived in their hearts to destroy the source of their 
anguish. The devil, like governments, can tolerate no opposition. 
 
Jesus would observe the Passover meal the night of His taking by the Jews in the 
Garden at Gethsemane. He would serve the meal to Judas, and the disciples, knowing 
beforehand that the disciples would flee from Him once the tables were turned against 
Him, and Judas would betray Him with a `kiss.' As Mary had anticipated His coming 
Passion (unwittingly), and bath the feet of Christ with ointment, Christ will now signal 
that act of humility by bathing the feet of His disciples at the Passover meal. 
 
On the eve before His crucifixion, the Lord went into the Garden at Gethsemane to 
pray. He took His three closest disci0ples, Peter, James, and John, who could not keep 
awake even in the last moments of the life of Christ. We, too, cannot keep our attention 
on the Word even during the sermon most frequently. How vain and fickle are we. 
 
When the Jewish soldiers came to take Jesus captive in the Garden, His identity was 
pointed out by Judas who went to Christ and kissed His cheek, thus betraying the Lord 
of glory with a kiss.  And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called 
Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. 48 But 
Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? (Luke 22:47-48)  
 
That was a betrayal of eternal repercussions for Judas, and for us. 
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Night in the Garden 
By Bishop Jerry Ogles 

 
Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and 

Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. John 18:3 
 

Out of the darkest Halls of Hell 
Came the marchers with torches raised. 

Into the Garden quiet and still 
They wandered forlorn and crazed. 

 
Up to the Sovereign Lord of Love, 

Their spears shining bright in the mist, 
With arrogant air and a hateful shove 
They took Him who wouldn't resist. 

 
Now to the head of Scribe and Priest 

Was the Savior led that night, 
And to Herod's Court and Pilate's Seat 

Where Right gave way to the Night. 
 

To the craggy heights of the Lonely Skull 
They took Him and laid Him down 

And into His Hands of Love they drove 
Iron spikes with a terrible Sound! 

 
On His Brow a thorny Crown He wore 

And His flesh was torn and bruised. 
His Heart of Grace grew cold and sore 

As the Spirit of Life was loosed. 
 

The world of woe a Hope has found 
In the Promise made sure by His Death 

And the Saints of God with Faith abound 
In the Fields that our Lord has Blessed! 

 
The courageous Peter drew a sword and severed the ear of one of the guards. He had 
much courage in the presence of Christ, yet, when separated from Christ in the Garden, 
that same Peter denied Christ shamefully three times in the night. 
 
Christ (the true High Priest) was taken to the Jewish High Priest where He was mocked, 
beaten and ridiculed. He was blasphemed and the Sanhedrin presumed to interrogate 
the Son of God. Having falsely accused Him, they led Him to Pilate the Roman 
Proconsul.  Herod would be considered a pretty good Democrat or Republican today – 
he was quite politically correct. He found no fault in Christ, but wished to pass the buck 
by sending Jesus to Herod who also mocked Christ and tried to humiliate Him. He then 
returned Jesus to Pilate. King Herod and the Proconsul had previously been bitter 
enemies, but in their mutual estrangement to Christ, they became friends at this time.  
 
The devil's children are united in their opposition to God always. 
 
To be honest, even the Gentile, Pontius Pilate did attempt to set Jesus free, but the 
moment he attempted to do this, the Jews raged against him and threatened him with a 
charge against his allegiance to Caesar. 
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Pilate, after an established tradition of setting one prisoner free at Passover, decided to 
offer up Christ as the man to be set free. The Jewish rulers would hear none of this. 
They demanded, instead that Barabbas, a depraved murderer, be set free instead. Let 
me tell you here and now, that Barabbas represented each one of us. Because of Christ's 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we all, who were offenders against God and man, 
have been set free. 
 
Please note this political decision of poor and cowardly Pilate: And Pilate, when he had 
called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 Said unto them, Ye 
have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having 
examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things 
whereof ye accuse him: No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy 
of death is done unto him. I will therefore chastise him, and release him. (For of 
necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.) And they cried out all at once, 
saying, Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas: (Who for a certain sedition 
made in the city, and for murder, was cast into prison.) Pilate therefore, willing to 
release Jesus, spake again to them. But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. And 
he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause 
of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him go. And they were instant 
with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the 
chief priests prevailed. And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. And 
he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom 
they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. (Luke 23:13-25) 
 
So Christ was beaten with many stripes, tortured and delivered up for crucifixion – a 
crown of thorns on His head to ridicule His claim to be the Son of God. 
 
He was cast without the gate of Jerusalem as the Son of the Owner of the Vineyard. 
Along the Via Dolorosa, He carried His heavy cross – the cross intended for you and 
me.  He was driven all the way to Golgotha on Calvary's brow and crucified between to 
criminals. The events of that day will await further revelation in next week's sermon for 
Easter. 
 
Are you ready to partake of the Communion of the Lord's Table? 
 
Sermon - Rev Jack Arnold 
Church of the Faithful Centurion - Descanso, California 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly 

contained in the forewords above.  
 
 Consider these words from the Collect: 
 
… thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our 
flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind 
should follow the example of his great humility; Mercifully 
grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection… 
 
In the Collect, we acknowledge God sent His Son to be our 
Savior.  Think about that, the Creator, Lord and Master of 
the Universe sent His only Son to live amongst us and not 
just provide us with instruction and leadership, but to give 
His earthly life as a one time sacrifice for our sin that we 

might be accounted as perfect in out final accounting, the resurrection.  How much did 
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God value His Son?  Consider what Paul tells us - Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Then consider How much God valued His Son and How Much He values us that He 
sent His Son here to teach us to guide us, to love us, and finally to give His Life for us 
that we might be free from the bonds of sin and death. Our Father indeed has a terrific 
amount of love for us. He loved us so much that He sent His Only Begotten Son, that 
we should not perish, but have everlasting life with Him.  Jesus set an example of 
humility and patience, both rare qualities in us, that are impossible for us to follow 
without God’s help, hence the Holy Ghost.  The Holy Ghost was sent to us that we 
might have understanding, comfort, strength, perseverance, courage, inspiration; all 
things we fall short on.  However, these are all qualities, if we accept the Holy Ghost, 
we can have added to our character. These qualities that the Holy Ghost can breathe 
into our life, can help us in our path of following our Lord.  With Jesus’ sacrifice and the 
help of the Holy Ghost to follow Him, turning our backs on this world, we can be part 
of His resurrection. The resurrection itself sets a pattern that we should follow. We must 
first die, that is to stop our sinning, then rise again, that is to live, with humility and 
patience like the example Jesus set for us. We must resurrect our lives and transform 
them into something new. There was a reason why Easter was set in the spring time. 
Not only was it close to the actual time of His death and rising again, but it came at a 
time where the flowers bloomed anew, having been dead in winter, as Christ had been 
dead, and rose again, just as those flowers bloom again. This is very symbolic of His 
Death and Ressurection and it is no coincidence that Easter happened during this time.  
 
Jesus set the standard of obedience to God’s will and He expects us to follow Him.  It is 
a hard thing to do.  We want to be in charge, we want to do what we want!  It is hard to 
do what God wants.  We just plain don’t want to do what we need to do, what we must 
do.  It is hard!  But, do you think your path is harder than that set forth for Him as laid 
out in the Gospel for today? No matter who you are, the answer is never going to be 
yes. For no matter what bad times we go through, it is nothing compared to what He 
went through. And in the end, the path we must follow will still be easier than if we 
refuse to follow Him and try and forge our own path. We have to let go of our self 
centered wants and concentrate on what He wants for us instead. And listen to what He 
says and to follow it. We will be far happier if we follow his example and lead a 
righteous and steadfast life, full of grace and humility, as well as patience.  
 
Think about that before you do what you want to do.  Is what you want in line with 
what God wants?  Think about the answer.  If you let the Holy Ghost in to your heart 
you will know the answer, you will know what you are supposed to do.  You may not 
like it, but you will know it. Which is more comforting than the World’s way, which 
seems to go off in every which direction, and they are never certain about anything. 
However, we can be certain about what we know, what believe and we can translate 
that certainty into our actions. This certainty is very consistent, just as God and His 
actions are consistent through the Bible in His Plans for us.  
 
Jesus knew what was coming, how much it would hurt both His Body and Soul as He 
went through with the crucifixion and subsequent descent in to Hell.   Yet, He also 
knew this was God’s Will that we might live.  If He did this for you, how can you not 
follow Him wherever His Will takes you? If He was willing to do that for all of us, then 
how can we not repay Him to the best of our ability? His Sacrifice demands that we 



 
Page 12 

repay Him to the best of our ability, by the sheer nature of it, his perfection being 
offered in place of our imperfection. 
 
Recall Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on this day so many years ago.  Only 
Jesus knew of the upcoming crucifixion, every one else, including Jews, Romans and the 
Christians, thought he was making a triumphant entrance in to the city to take control 
of things and kick the Roman occupation force out. The moon was almost full, this was 
the year of the Messiah according to Daniel.  Jesus chose the route into the city, through 
the King’s Gate.  The people saw Him coming and met him at the Mount of Olives.  
They expected Him to come in and proclaim His rule.  And that He did, but not in the 
way the people were looking for.     Those who thought of Him as Lord looked for a 
Kingdom of this World to be established. Sunday was a day of triumph and fulfilled the 
anticipation of the Jews of a day for which they had waited four centuries.  The Messiah 
had finally come, at the time predicted by scripture.  They were certain that He would 
free them from the burdensome and cruel yoke of Roman rule.  The Jews would finally 
be on top of the power pyramid.  They would rule the world under Him!  As the week 
went on, they found that was not to be.  He did not come to rule this world, but to bring 
us to His World. He came to give them the key to eternal salvation. This is a far more 
important gift than to have power temporarily and for a short time. This is more 
precious than any earthly jewel, riches or rainment that one can ever find here on planet 
Earth. He came to take them from this veil of tears to a state of perfect freedom.  They 
wanted someone to throw the Romans out and all God sent them was the key to eternal 
life.  What a disappointment!  But to us, it is not a disappointment. 
 
It is a gift of great joy, the fact that we should be all rights dead and headed for the pit, 
instead headed to a kingdom of joyfulness and laughter and all pleasant things, and a 
world that will be far better than our pitiful shadowland here. This is indeed the most 
valuable of all gifts we will ever receive in our lifetime.  
 
By the way, the Chief Priests, who had so much invested in their 613 laws, likely 
searched far and wide for the crowd to convict Jesus of the crimes they found against 
their system.  Their system, not God’s.  Remember, there are none so blind as those who 
will not see.  They would not see because what was being shown to them was a new 
way that would interfere with their comfortable way of living.  A new way that asked 
of them, no demanded of them, accountability unto God for their actions.  While that 
crowd was no self-forming group naturally set on condemning Jesus, but a handpicked 
gang.  At the same time, many of those in the crowd who condemned Him the morning 
of Good Friday were in the crowd that welcomed Him to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  
What a difference five days can make. 
 
Make no mistake, we are that crowd.  And, like Pilate, no matter what we say, we 
cannot wash our hands of the responsibility.  Thus, we must separate ourselves from 
the crowd.  Separate, that is to make ourselves holy, set aside. 
 
When the time comes, how will you ACT? 
 

It is by our actions we are known. 
 

Be of God - Live of God - Act of God 
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Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sermon 
Bishop Dennis is a brilliant speaker.  He is able to take biblical precepts and make them 

perfectly understandable, even to me.  Oft he provides 
the text of his sermons and I take the utmost pleasure in 
passing them on: 

 
Palm Sunday 

The Morphing of God 
Philippians 2:5-8 
March 20, 2016 

 
It is not often contemporary lingo expresses the true 
meaning of words.    It usually distorts it.  “Cool,” for 

example refers to temperature, but in contemporary lingo it means appealing, exciting, 
and, maybe, a little outside of the normal cultural standards.  Morph was one of those 
contemporary words a few years ago.  I don’t know if people still use it or not, but 
when they did, they meant change in the essence of things or people, which makes 
them different, or new.  So, they might say someone known for cruelty and dishonesty, 
has morphed into a person of kindness and truth. 
 
I find it interesting that this use of the word, morph, actually still expresses some of the 
word’s original meaning.  The difference is that the original meaning was, “essence,” 
and the new meaning is, “change,” but the change is a change in essence.  This is 
interesting because, “morph,” is the word used in the Greek New Testament, in 
Philippians 2:6, which says, Christ, “being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God.”  This verse translates “morph” as “form.” 
 
The word, “form” brings us again to the changes in word use and meaning over time.  
Words change partly due to changing technologies and population shifts, and, partly 
because new generations intentionally change word use and meaning in order to prove 
to themselves they are not part of the older generation.  They are the new generation, 
with new values and new ideas.  They are the ones who are going to fix the problems 
caused by the out-dated and wrong ideas and morals of the older generations.  They are 
going to create a new world, where things will work right, and all people will be 
empowered to live happy and free.  So they create new words, and re-invent old words 
to convey their “new” ideas and views. 
 
Of course, their ideas are not new.  They have been tried thousands of times in the past, 
and they always have been, and always will be, dismal failures which cause many more 
problems than they solve.  There truly is nothing new under the sun. 
 
Today, the word, “form” causes us a little bit of a problem because its use and meaning 
has changed over time.  When we say, “form,” we usually mean, “shape,” or, 
sometimes, “likeness.”  If we say a sculptor made a statue in the form of a horse, we 
mean it has the shape, or, likeness of a horse.  It resembles a horse.  But “morph” refers 
more to the inner spirit of a thing than its outward appearance.  In that sense, a statue 
can never really have the inner spirit, or, being, of a horse, no matter how much it may 
appear to have it.  When Philippians 2:5 says Christ has the form of God, it is saying He 
has the inner being and spirit of God.  It is saying Christ has the same essence God has.  
They are of the same essence, the same substance, and the same being. 
 
We may get a better understanding of the meaning of Philippians when we compare it 
with Genesis 1:27, “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created 
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He him.”  There is deep meaning in that word “image,” but one thing it does not mean 
is that God and man are the same.  It does not mean God and man share the same 
essence or being.  Man is made in the image, or likeness of God, similar to the way a 
statue is made in the image of a horse. But Christ is the form of God.  Christ and God 
are of the same essence and being. 
 
Philippians further emphasises this by asserting that Christ thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God.  If I were able to place myself on God’s throne, and take His position as 
God and Lord, I would be committing the greatest theft in the history of eternity.  If I 
took upon myself the titles of God, I could only do so by stealing them.  They are not 
mine, they are the property of God alone.  But when Christ says He is God’s equal, He 
is not stealing anything from God.  He is asserting what He is, and what belongs to Him 
by virtue of His being in the form, essence, and being of God.  Even the word, equal, 
has the meaning of essence.  It does not just mean God and Christ are equal in standing 
and authority and power.  It does not mean they are equal, but different Gods.  It means 
they are the same in essence and being.  God’s essence and being are Christ’s, and 
Christ’s are God’s, so much, that, in a very real, though very difficult way to 
understand and express, they are one God. 
 

Philippians 2:7 tells us this One who is the essence and being of God, added the essence 
and being of man to Himself.  He “took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men.”  This verse equates the words “servant” and “men.”  The point 
being made is that Christ took upon Himself the essence and being of men, who were 
created to love and serve God.  That’s why Philippians opens with the words, “Paul and 
Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ.”  Thus, Christ is fully God, and fully man.  He 
was, and is as fully God as the Father, and as fully man as you and I.  That is 
astounding.  It sounds impossible, and, to us, it is, but to God all things are possible.  He 
is not bound by the laws of time and physics and biology and chemistry as we are.  He 
is above such things.  They are His creations and under His control.  Again, the point 
made here is that God became a man, and even became a servant of man as well as a 
servant of God. 
 

Here is the service the great God of all creation performed for us.  He became “obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross” (2:8).  He became a man, while yet remaining 
God.  He took upon Himself the essence and being of a servant, and He allowed 
Himself to be tortured to death by means of crucifixion. 
 

Why?  To ransom your soul.  To pay the price of your sin.  To suffer the penalty of your 
sin.  To redeem your soul.  To cleanse and forgive you of all sin so you can stand before 
God as though you had never sinned, and so you can now live with and in God, the 
way you were created and intended to live in the first place. 
 

As we go through this week, we will read the Biblical record of the final week of 
Christ’s pre-resurrection life on earth.  We will read of His trial, His rejection, and His 
death and burial.  Good Friday, especially emphasises His death and burial.  As we 
read the Scriptures, let us remember who it was that died on that cross; who it was that 
went down into the grave, and why He suffered these things. 
--  
+Dennis Campbell 
Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia 
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church 
Powhatan, Virginia 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org 
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com 
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Roy Morales-Kuhn, Bishop and Pastor - St. Paul's Anglican Church - Anglican 
Orthodox Church 
Bishop Roy is pastor of the biggest AOC parish West of the Mississippi and is in charge 
of the Diocese of the Epiphany.   
 

Palm Sunday 
20 March 2016 

Psalm 24 • Zechariah 9:9 • 12 Mark 11:1-11 
 
The Sunday next before Easter, commonly called 

Palm Sunday. 
The Collect. 

 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who, of thy 
tender love towards mankind, hast sent thy Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, 
and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind 
should follow the example of his great humility; 
Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the 
example of his patience, and also be made partakers of 
his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be said every day, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Good Friday. 
 

Psalm 24 
HE earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein. 

2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. 
3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto 

vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
5 He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his 

salvation. 
6 This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. 
7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King 

of glory shall come in. 
8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King 

of glory shall come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah. 

 
Divine ownership 
The on going theme of the earth’s creation and who is in control of it comes to the 
forefront in this early psalm of David’s.   He is very clear who is the owner/creator of 
this world.  Within a verse David has already made it clear that on this earth there are 
places that are sacred to God.   
 
Everything on the earth, above the earth and beneath the earth is his, that includes us. 
The implication is that we should already know this, if you remember Psalm 19, the 
creation points out who is the creator, God is the creator.   The second verse confirms 
that He is the creator.   He founded.... and established it (the world and all there-in)   
Once David has established this fact then he moves on to the duties of the created, 
namely us. 
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Being a good Jewish prophet, David asks questions: 
 

1. Who can ascend the Holy hill or the hill of the Lord?   
2. Who may stand in his holy place? 

 
And being a good Jewish prophet, David knew the answers to his questions. “He who 
has clean hands (not given to evil, murder, etc.) and a pure heart, who does not lift up 
his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.   You notice these are both behaviors and 
thoughts, both of which can get us into trouble if we let them get away from us.   Just as 
we have read elsewhere in the psalms, if you keep God’s word there is great reward.     
What will happen if you are of a pure heart and clean hands/mind ?   You will be 
blessed by the Lord and will be vindicated (saved from evil ones) by God the Savior.  
David one more time gives an emphases for going to God.  “Such is the generation of 
those who seek him, who see your face O God of Jacob”     They will be blessed or will 
receive a blessing and vindication from God his Savior. 
 
Divine Kingship 

Psalm 24:7-10 
7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King 

of glory shall come in. 
8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King 

of glory shall come in. 
 
The next four verses of speak of the ‘kingship’ or royal nature of the Lord.  As we read 
these verses we see worship, praise and a grand vision of the Lord as King.  King of 
glory; who is both strong and mighty, he is the Lord of hosts, he is eternal.  The 
description is befitting of the Kingship nature of the Christ as he enters Jerusalem on 
that day we call ‘Palm Sunday’. This time where he is recognized by the people as the 
King.  The whole story of course, except for a very few, a remnant few, most of the 
people who proclaimed him King, shouted hosannas to the King would in less than a 
week call for his death.  Fickle humans, yes; blinded by the god of this world, yes, and 
yet within time they would be coming back as they realized the miracle of Christ’s 
Resurrection in a few short days.   
 
Zechariah 9:9-12 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

10 And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion 
shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. 

11 As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of 
the pit wherein is no water. 

12 Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I 
will render double unto thee; 
 
This psalm is only part of the story, the passage from Zechariah will expound even 
more on the idea of this King.  The King who is just, the King who has salvation. He 
comes in a lowly manner, on a colt of a donkey, not as a conquering hero. He will come 
to speak peace to the heathen.  And even more amazing than that, is the prophecy of his 
kingdom being world-wide.  ‘...his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from 
river even to the ends of the earth...’   The Kingdom of Christ is now all over the earth. 
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His Word is in all lands or continents, maybe not yet in every tongue, but that will be 
soon fulfilled.  With the advent of the electronic age, the era of e-mail, shared files, and 
all forms of media, the Word of God will eventually reach all tongues of the earth.   That 
is a wonderful concept.  The Salvation of the Lord, the blood of the covenant, (shed 
blood of the Perfect Lamb of God) will release prisoners from the pit of no water. (Read: 
Spiritual Water or Living Water i.e. Christ Jesus) 
 
The final concept discussed in our Zechariah passage is interesting.  If you can be a 
prisoner of spiritual death (in the pit of no {Spiritual} water), then once redeemed and in 
the arms of the Savior, Jesus Christ, can you not be a prisoner of hope?  ‘...man cannot 
serve two masters...’ 
 
So if you are no longer a prisoner of hopelessness, a slave of Satan, then when 
redeemed you are a servant or slave of the Savior.   We really don’t like to see ourselves 
as a slave.  But if you think of it as a redeemed slave/servant along the lines of 
Onesimus, the former slave of Philemon, we can then understand the true relationship 
of servant/slave-hood.  Remember, we can’t serve TWO masters.  We must serve one or 
the other.  How much better to serve our Savior, to worship at his feet, to give him our 
lives and our talents, not as payment for what he did for us on the Cross, but because 
we should.  We should rejoice greatly, as the daughters of Zion and Jerusalem did, we 
should rejoice at this time of the year; because the King conquered DEATH and came 
back as the first fruits. By his stripes we were/are healed, by his piercing we are saved.  
Let us always be mindful of the great gift God the Father gave to his creations, His only 
Begotten Son, who die in our stead so save us from sin.   And by doing so would lead 
us to Heaven and his heavenly Kingdom.     Amen.     
 
Let us pray: 
 

LORY be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise 
thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy 

great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 

 LORD, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 

takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand 
of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father.                        Amen. 
 
Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 
That with Thy wonted favor, Thou 
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
 
From all ill dreams defend our sight, 
From fears and terrors of the night; 
Withhold from us our ghostly foe, 
That spot of sin we may not know. 
 
O Father, that we ask be done, 
Through Jesus Christ, Thine only Son; 
Who, with the Holy Ghost and Thee, 
Doth live and reign eternally.    Amen 
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IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech Thee, O Lord; and by Thy great mercy defend 
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of Thy only Son, our Savior 

Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

IVE us light in the night season, we beseech Thee, O Lord, and grant that our rest 
may be without sin, and our waking to Thy service; that we may come in peace 

and safety to the waking of the great day; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 

✟ 
 
Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon 
We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon.  If you want people to come to The 
Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live 
the truth.    This is really a good piece and I commend it to your 
careful reading. 

 

The Sunday next before Easter, commonly called 
Palm Sunday 

 
In the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, Chapter Eleven, we 
read: 

CHAPTER 11 
 

ND when they came nigh to Jerusalem, unto Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount 
of Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples, 2 And saith unto them, Go your way 

into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt 
tied, whereon never man sat; loose him, and bring him.  3 And if any man say unto you, 
Why do ye this? say ye that the Lord hath need of him; and straightway he will send 
him hither.  4 And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a 
place where two ways met; and they loose him. 5 And certain of them that stood there 
said unto them, What do ye, loosing the colt?  6 And they said unto them even as Jesus 
had commanded: and they let them go  7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast 
their garments on him; and he sat upon him.  8 And many spread their garments in the 
way: and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9 And 
they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.  10 Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest. 11 And Jesus entered into 
Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, 
and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.   
 
12  And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry:  13 And 
seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing 
thereon: and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was 
not yet. 14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for 
ever. And his disciples heard it. 
 
15 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves;  16 And would not suffer that any 
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man should carry any vessel through the temple.  17 And he taught, saying unto them, Is 
it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have 
made it a den of thieves.  18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how 
they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people was astonished at 
his doctrine.  19 And when even was come, he went out of the city. 
 
20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.  
21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him, Master, behold, the fig tree which 
thou cursedst is withered away.  22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in 
God.  23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 
removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall 
believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he 
saith.  24 Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.  25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if 
ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you 
your trespasses.  26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven 
forgive your trespasses.  27 And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in 
the temple, there come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,  28 And 
say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this 
authority to do these things?  29 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask 
of you one question, and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these 
things.  30 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me.  31 And they 
reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then 
did ye not believe him?  32 But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all 
men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed.  33 And they answered and said unto 
Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do I tell you by 
what authority I do these things. 
 
Our Lord  entered the city of Jerusalem fulfilling the words of the prophet Zechariah 
(9:9), Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass and upon a colt 
the foal of an ass.  
 
Now such a description hardly reflects the image of a kingly personage of the ancient 
world because they, for the most part, rode about on horses. But consider also 
Zechariah 14:1-21. The prophet was given to speak again of the Messiah but in a much 
different fashion. He speaks of him coming with power and great glory to rescue 
Jerusalem and Judah from the nations which have been gathered together to destroy 
her. Specifically look a verse 9, And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day 
shall there be one LORD, and his name one. Thus he who came in humility to bring us the gift of 
salvation (Zechariah 9), will return in glory to triumph over the forces of darkness and 
usher in his kingdom (Zechariah 14). 
 
These and other passages regarding the Messiah were given to the writers of Scripture 
by the Holy Ghost. The gospel accounts contain the very words of our Lord wherein he 
revealed to the disciples that he must suffer, die and rise to life again, and afterward, to 
ascend to the very presence of the Father until he returns. Every time we recite the 
words of the Apostles’ or Nicene Creeds, we are proclaiming these important tenets of 
our faith.  
 
Jesus Christ came to proclaim the good news of salvation; and agreeable to Scripture, he 
came first as a lowly and humble teacher. He came to satisfy that pressing need of 
humanity for a Saviour: one who would shed his blood on behalf of his elect so that 
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they might have life eternal with the Godhead. The carnal and the uninformed have 
even questioned the necessity of his death. We might answer such a query by stating 
that when Adam and Eve sinned against God they brought death into this world, and 
ever after, their descendants would bear the infection of original sin. There is nothing 
human beings can do to save themselves from this hereditary disease. Self-justification 
cannot wipe us clean, nor could we offer to God anything approximating the value of 
our lives (Psalm 49:7-8).  
 
Original sin made it necessary for God to enter his creation and take upon himself as 
the second person of the Trinity the sins of the whole world. As the St. John wrote in his 
gospel account (1:14) And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth. He had to 
experience life as a mortal and yet remain sinless. As St. Paul penned in Hebrews (4:15) 
For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. To co-opt pagan Caesar’s quote: 
Christ came, Christ saw, and Christ conquered.  
 
Consider Isaiah 9:6-7: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
perform this. 
 
Nevertheless, the skeptic and the critic will continue to smirk in denial when they hear 
those verses. They cannot accept the King of Glory because they have not faith. The 
words of Scripture may reach their hearts, but the devil comes and snatches away their 
understanding of it preventing them from accepting our Lord Jesus as the Christ, the 
Messiah, the Prince of Peace. Their foolish hearts have been darkened, and a veil has 
descended over their eyes. Thus they have been blinded by the god of this world to the 
truth of God’s word written (II Corinthians 4:4).  
 
We Christians know who our Lord is: he is the Christ, the Son of the one, true and 
living God, who completed his work of redemption and has ascended into heaven 
where even now he is seated at the right hand of the Father interceding for us until he 
comes again. While many Jews in our Lord’s day accepted him as the Messiah, most did 
not. And such has been true for people the world over in the years following his 
ascension. Before every people, kindred and tongue, God, through his witnesses, has set 
forth his words of life via the gospel of our Lord, for he is that one way, one truth and 
one life in whose name and under whose blood all who truly believe can find 
redemption from sin and death.  
 
The Scriptures tell us of Christ’s first coming, and of that day in the future when God 
will send him back to the earth. And when he comes again, he will be riding a fine 
white horse as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. St. John in the Book of Revelation (19:11-
21) was given just such a vision. No more will he ride a humble donkey. No more will 
he come in humility and seeking to save the lost. He will come again with glory to 
judge both the quick and the dead whose kingdom shall have no end (The Nicene 
Creed). He will come with great signs and wonders in the heavens and with a mighty 
host of his angels and saints.  
 
The question is: Will you be ready? Are you watching for his coming? Have you 
prepared your heart to receive him? Will you run to him when comes, or will you run 



 
Page 21 

away from him? We know that he will return, but that day and hour has not been given 
to us. Until then, we must be content to know the times and the seasons. The devil and 
his minions will tell us that we have plenty of time to make up our minds about 
salvation, but such is a false choice. We should ever keep our hearts turned toward God 
and on watch for his imminent return. Keep your lamps trimmed and have extra oil so 
as not be caught unawares when the Bridegroom cometh to lead us to his marriage 
feast. We have not been called to wrath, but to salvation. Christ has promised us that he 
will come again for us and so it is our duty to work in his harvest until he calls us home; 
and so, in the words of an old hymn, “work for the night is coming when man shall 
work no more” for Behold, thy King cometh unto thee.  
 
Let us pray: 
 

 MOST holy God, who hast made provision for us unworthy sinners through the 
meritorious life, death, and resurrection of thine only begotten Son; empower our 

witness to those who are mired in sin that they might learn of him and be saved; and 
this we ask in the name of him who is the King of kings and Lord of lords, even 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
Have a blessed week, Bryan+ 
 
After Church Hospitality 
We would like some pictures of your after service gatherings.  Come on! Help out! 
 
People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Anglican Orthodox Church was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 
blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Anglican Orthodox Church 
to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer card at 
your church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 

O 
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Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 
 
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 
Travel 
No known travel this week. 
 
Move 
The Thomas Family is now in Okinawa for a second short tour.  Please pray for this new 

assignment to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the kids to make new friends.  
 

Birthdays 
Gil Garcia celebrated his 86th birthday on 28 February 2016. 
 
Nearing the end of their time here on earth 
Mrs. Tiffany (90) has chosen to refuse extraordinary care as it will not gain much earthly 

time.  The Tiffanys have been together for a long, long, long time. Pray for Mrs. 
Tiffany and her husband as together they begin this Journey to be with their 
Lord. 

 

Maggie is nearing the end of her time here on earth. Please pray for Maggie and her 
husband Dub as she prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone 
before her.  Pray for the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good. 

 

Alan is a victim of metastasized colon cancer already destroying his liver. His youngest 
sister has put aside her hard-earned career to care for her brother in these days 
on earth. Please pray for him as he prepares to go home to be with his family 
who have gone before him. Please pray for comfort, understanding, strength and 
guidance for Alan and his family who will of necessity remain behind. 

 

Saundra is in ICU with congestive heart failure after a heart operation.  She is aged and 
frail.  Saundra is near the end of her time here on earth.  Please pray for comfort, 
understanding, strength and guidance for Saundra and her family who will of 
necessity remain behind.  Pray for the love of God to stay foremost in their 
hearts. 

 

Polly is in hospice care with dementia and spinal stenosis.  Please pray for her as she 
prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for 
the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good.   

 
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Krysti is off life support and able to talk, please give thanks for the good news.  She is 

still unable to feel her legs. When that comes back she will go to a rehabilitation 
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facility.  Krysti has used drugs, has high blood pressure, is diabetic and has 
organ failure. Her families are with her and will appreciate your prayers. 

 

Pat has metastatic osteosarcoma; there is little that can be done  Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that Pat’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Pat and family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their sadness, 
fear, worry and terror. 

 

Amy has been diagnosed with metastatic melanoma and has cancer all over her body, 
and in one of her kidneys which are no longer functioning.  Amy and her family 
have asked for prayer to stop the growth and to aid the family financially with 
the medical bills. At present she has to have surgery every two months to place 
stents. Pray Jesus will be close to all. 

 

Gemma Dillinger has been treating for breast cancer for over a year now, after surgeries, 
radiation and chemotherapy, she is reaching the limit of her tolerance with no 
end in sight.  Please pray for her to gain strength and ground on the cancer.  
Help her to continue with her faith in our Lord, she is not afraid to go home, but 
wants to make sure it is time.  Pray she will be encouraged to not give up until it 
is her time to go and that her time here on earth with her family will be good. 

 

Nathan has battled cancer for several years and was thought to be in remission.  Now, 
the cancer has returned to his spine.  With chemotherapy and radiation ahead 
and perhaps surgery, Nathan asks your prayers for guidance for those treating 
him and help for him to continue his trust in the Lord.  Pray also the cancer will 
be driven from him. 

 

Janet has had a blood borne cancer for several years.  Her faith in the Lord is great and 
he is ready to be with Him.  Pray she will be encouraged to not give up until it is 
her time to go. 

 

Holly has had Colon Cancer, Breast Cancer and now it is in her spine. Please pray for 
guidance for the medical personnel treating Holly, for a miraculous remission; 
that Holly’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  Help Holly and her 
family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their sadness, fear, worry and 
terror.  Pray for strength and courage for Holly. 

 

Tim was on a kidney transplant list and started dialysis and was taken off the transplant 
list for a heart problem that required stents, while putting in stents a leaking 
valve was found. A port was put in and something happened and it has to be 
redone. In several days he will have a valve replaced, after heart surgery and 
recover he will go back on the transplant list. Please remember him in prayer in 
the days and weeks ahead.  Pray he will put his worry on God’s shoulders so he 
might be at peace and rest.  Pray for those treating him that they might pay 
attention and do their best. 

 

Marilyn has been diagnosed with non-operable pancreatic cancer. Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that Marilyn’s remaining time here on earth might be 
good.  Help Marilyn and her family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry 
their sadness, fear, worry and terror. 

 

June found she has a recurrence of colon cancer, which is now Stage Four, that is it has 
spread.  Please pray for a miraculous remission; that June’s remaining time here 
on earth might be good.  Help June and her family put their trust in the Lord and 
let Him carry their sadness, fear, worry and terror. 
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Cindy has been diagnosed with two aggressive malignant brain tumors.  We have been 
praying for a miraculous remission; one shrank and the other disappeared; now 
the shrinking one has started to grow agian. Please pray for a miraculous 
remission; that Cindy’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  Help 
Cindy and and her family will continue to put their trust in the Lord and let Him 
carry their sadness, fear, worry and terror. 

 

Leon McKay suffered a stroke a few weeks back that has left him unable to speak and 
while undergoing evaluation the doctors also found he has a very aggressive 
cancer. Please pray for a miraculous remission; that Leon’s remaining time here 
on earth might be good.  Help Leon and his family put their trust in the Lord and 
let Him carry their worry. 

 

Rev. Thomas Brooks is not improving and being kept alive by artificial machines. Please 
pray for a miraculous recovery and if that not be God’s Will, a rapid passing to 
home. Help Thomas’ family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their 
worry 

 

Ronnie has kidney cancer that has spread and the surgeons are very concerned. Please 
pray the medical team to formulate a successful treatment plan and for a 
miraculous remission; that Ronnie’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Ronnie and family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 

Levi was cancer free for 4 years and just discovered he has kidney cancer. Levi has a 
great deal of faith and said whether he is healed or God takes him home he will 
be fine. Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to their best and 
for a good outcome.  Pray also that Levi and family will be able to put their 
worry on God’s shoulders.  In particular, please pray for pain relief; Levi is 22 
years old. 

 

Ray Daley is a member of the Royal Canadian Legion and served his country during the 
Korean War era. Ray is taking chemotherapy treatments for cancer. Meanwhile 
his son Trevor is in the hospital in a coma and seems to have lost the will to live.  

 

Pat has been under treatment for colon cancer for sometime.  He has had major 
complications the last few days and your prayers will be appreciated by family 
and friends. 

 

Dorothy had pneumonia, on checking her lungs they found tumors which permeated 
the lung area.  Further investigation found a primary site in the colon, with the 
lung being secondary.  It would appear there is no viable treatment at this time.  
Please pray for a miraculous remission; that her remaining time here on earth 
might be good.  Help Dorothy and her family put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry. 

 

Becky has fourth stage metastasized lung cancer and is not doing well with 
chemotherapy treatments.  Please pray for Becky and her husband as they are 
together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 

Jane has fourth stage cancer and is not doing well.  Please pray for Jane and her family 
as they are together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 

Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to 
one of her lungs.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 

 

Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving 
chemotherapy and is having difficulty eating.  Please pray for the medical team 
treating her to pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in 
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our Lord for Christine and her family. 
 

Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 

Homebound or Infirm 
John has Alzheimer’s; pray he will call on God to help him as he deals with this time in 

his life. 
 

Steve, brother in law of Paul Martin, appears to have early onset dementia.  Steve had 
teenage children and is very concerned for them.  Please pray for the disease to 
stall or abate and for peace of mind for Steve and his family. 

 

Emma Lee is in a Nursing Home and while moving her she was dropped and her femur 
was broken. She was operated on and her femur was repaired and she is in rehab.  
She is not responding well and your prayers will be appreciated. 

 

James is on oxygen all the time, this is bothersome to him and terrifying as well.  Please 
pray for James to put his worry, his bother and his terror on the Lord.  Pray for 
strength and guidance for James and his family.  They suggest this verse, “I am 
thine, save me, for I have sought thy precepts.” 

 
Joan has had serious medical problems that have kept her confined. Please pray her 

health will remain stable. 
 
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 

with both dementia and Alzheimer’s.  She is slowly drifting away, though she 
still recognizes Sara and prayer gives her a sense of peace.  Please pray for both 
Sara and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they 
can deal with the many problems involved.  

 

Surgery 
Brett Gregr found out on Saint Patrick’s Day he has a bleeding lesion on his brain stem 

that must be removed; surgery is Tuesday, 22 March 2016.  Please pray for Brett’s 
peace of mind, as well as that of his wife Karin and the rest of his family.   Pray 
for guidance for the surgeon and medical team who will be doing this extremely 
dangerous operation, that they may pay attention and do their very best, that 
they be open to God’s guidance; pray for a good result. 

 
Joey a young man with colon cancer is having surgery the week of 28 December 2015. 

Pray the surgical team will be open to guidance, pay close attention and do their 
very best.  Pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Joey and his family.  

 

Jenny is having surgery on 15 December 2015, to have two kidney stones removed and 
will be operated on Tuesday Morning.  Pray the surgical team will be open to 
guidance, pay close attention and do their very best.  Pray for peace of mind and 
trust in God for Jenny and her family.  

 

Steve had a Pace Maker put in mid-December 2015,other problems came up. Steve has 
lost 5 pints of blood and your prayers will be appreciated. 

 

Ashiei had surgery on Tuesday 1 December 2015, to remove a tumor from her chest; 
complications ensued.  Please continue Ashiei in your prayers and pray for the 
medical team to be open to God’s guidance on further treatment, to their best 
and for a good outcome.  Pray also Ashiei and her family will be able to put their 
worry on God’s shoulders. 
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Marcia has had a biospy of a mass in her breast which indicated a tumor that must be 
removed. Pray the surgical team will be open to guidance, pay close attention 
and do their very best.  Pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Marcia and 
her family. 

 

Edware is having his fourth back surgery (in the last four years) Please pray for the 
medical team to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray 
also that Edware and his family will be able to put their worry on God’s 
shoulders. 

 

Jeff has been undergoing surgery, chemo and radiation since October for pancreatitis 
and Pancreatic cancer. Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to 
their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Jeff, his wife and family will be 
able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Albert had a pacemaker installed recently. He will require surgery soon for a leaking 
heart valve and has just been told he has esophageal cancer. Pray he will turn to 
God and come to know Him on a more personal basis as the days go by. 

 

Jane underwent heart valve repair surgery on 3 July 2014. Please pray for full recovery.  
Pray also Jane and her family to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Mario has early-diagnosed prostate cancer and had surgery. Pray for complete 
remission and that Mario and his family will be able to put their worry on God’s 
shoulders. 

 

Eddie has upcoming bladder surgery.  Please pray for the surgical team to pay attention 
and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Eddie and family will be 
able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Testing and Treatment 
Clay has a large gallstone; he is in poor health and not currently a surgical candidate.  

Please pray for the physicians treating him to be guided in their assessment and 
treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the 
Lord for Clay.  

 

Jim Sevier has been in the hospital for heart related troubles.  Please pray with Jim and 
his family the physicians treating him will be guided in their assessment and 
treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the 
Lord for Jim and his family in this worrisome time.   

 
Claude has been falling and he does not know why. Pray doctors will discover what the 

problem is and he can continue without any more difficulties. 
 
Sungeun (Janice) has been experiencing persistent stomach pain, fevers, and 

incontinence for the past 30 days and has been hospitalized.   Please pray with 
Janice and her family the physicians treating her will be guided in their 
assessment and treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and 
for trust in the Lord for Janice and her family in this worrisome time.  She is a 
founding member of St. Andrews Parish in Enterprise, Alabama.   

 
Jieun, a concert pianist and founding member of St. Andrews Parish in Enterprise, 

Alabama, and sister of Janice above has a persistent cough that has nagged her 
for several months. She has undergone clinical tests and may know something 
tomorrow, Please pray with Jieun and her family the physicians treating her will 
be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery 
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to good health and for trust in the Lord for Jieun and her family in this 
worrisome time.   

 
Gretchen has been diagnosed with severe osteoporosis. Her doctor wants to treat her 

with injectable drugs which have fearsome side effects. Please pray with 
Gretchen and her family the physicians treating her will be guided in their 
assessment and treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and 
for trust in the Lord for Gretchen and her family in this worrisome time. 

 
Pete has not been well and is back in the hospital with another stroke.  Please pray for 

the physicians treating him to be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, 
for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the Lord for Pete 
and his family in this worrisome time. 

 
Kamil has heart problems and they are trying to stabilize his medication, now he been 

admitted to the hospital because of breathing problems. Please pray for the 
physicians treating him to be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, for 
a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the Lord for Kamil and 
his family in this worrisome time. 

 
Mary Lee has bleeding into her stomach and they cannot find the sources. Mary Lee is in 

CCU and her husband Maurice is not eating until she returns home for is so 
upset.  Please pray for the physicians treating her to be guided in their 
assessment and treatment plan, for a full and speedy recovery to good health and 
for trust in the Lord for her, Maurice, as well as the rest of the family in this 
worrisome time. 

 
Glenn Porter, MAJ USMC Retired, has Interstitial Pulmonary Fibrosis, which causes him 

to be unable to get enough oxygen into his system without supplemental oxygen 
all the time.  The only real treatment is a lung transplant, without a transplant he 
has between two to five years here on earth.  Please pray for him to continue in 
his faith and for a set of lungs to become available. 

 

Kathy Cardin appears to have macular telangiectasia, a degenerative eye condition 
which ultimately results in blindness for which there is no apparent cure.  Please 
pray for the physicians treating her to be guided in their assessment and 
treatment plan, for no loss of vision and trust in the Lord for her, her husband 
Ron, as well as the rest of the family in this worrisome time. 

 

Pat has an aneurism of the brain, Pray she will make the right decision on how to treat 
this problem and it will be healed. 

 

Gwen Savarese (Sandy Patton’s mom) had what was thought to be a min-stroke this 
week, when they looked at her carefully, they found a large mass, thought to be a 
tumor.  At this point, it appears it can stay.  Please pray for continued guidance 
for the medical team treating Gwen and patience and trust in God for Gwen, her 
husband and family.  Pray also for a full recovery for Gwen. 

 

Dan is very sick with cancer and is starting an experimental treatment.  This treatment 
will take Dan away from their family business and put even more stress on him 
and his family.  Please pray for Dan’s wife who is meeting with Steve who plans 
to keep the family business going while Dan is ill.  Pray for Steve as he has many 
new responsibilities. 

 

Timothy has brain cancer. He had surgery and is waiting for the pathology report to find 
out what kind of chemo he will need.  Please pray for continued guidance for the 
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medical team treating Timothy and patience and trust in God for Timothy and 
his family.  Pray also for a full recovery for Timothy. 

 

Mike Wysocki has a fluid buildup due to unknown reasons.  He is being given diuretics 
which seem to reduce the fluid buildup.  Please pray for continued guidance for 
the medical team treating Mike and patience and trust in God for Mike and his 
wife Wendy.  Pray also for a full recovery for Mike. 

 

Melanie Zimmers was hospitalized for a serious stomach area bleed on 15 September 
2015; this is on top of heart problems.  She had an angiogram on 10 August 2015, 
which turned out clear, but there are problems.  Her heart’s has only a 20% 
ejection fraction, with no symptoms.  They hope medications can get the fraction 
to above 45 percent or mechanical changes will have to be made.  Please pray for 
continued guidance for the medical team and patience and trust in God for 
Melanie and her family, particularly her husband Mike.  Pray also for a full 
recovery for her. 

 

Helen was admitted from her doctor's office 15 July 2015, as the result of a blood test, to 
the University of Pennsylvania Hospital with an extremely high white blood 
count. She and her husband are very active in the ministry of their church and 
are asking for believers to pray for them and their family, as they are facing very 
serious problems in the days to come.  Please pray for guidance for the medical 
team and patience and trust in God for Helen and her family.  Pray also for a full 
recovery for her. 

 

Vickie continues to have problems and was a concern mesh used in an earlier surgery 
may have come loose and was moving in her abdomen. A CT scan only found 
three polyps which do not seem to be the problem.  Pray the medical team 
treating her will find out the problem and bring it to an end. 

 

Steve Thornell is undergoing cancer treatment at University of California Irvine, please 
pray for continued guidance for the medical team and patience and trust in God 
for Steve and his family.  Pray also for a full recovery for him. 

 

Red Thornell has mass in his neck, which appears likely to be cancerous.  Please pray for 
trust in our Lord for Red and his wonderful wife Vickie as they try to get 
through this nightmare. 

 

Elma has been suffering with headaches for a long time.  Doctors have not been able to 
discover the reason for them. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 
Elma and her family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people caring 
for her that they might find the best treatment method to banish the headaches 
completely. 

 
Corissa has been diagnosed with a blockage.  As soon as the Physicians determine the 

exact problems they expect Major Surgery will proceed. 
 
Barbara Apple was more or less bedridden after a fall.  She was hospitalized in great pain 

and had been transferred to a skilled nursing facility where they hope to be able 
to control the pain level.  Pray for inspiration for those caring for her that they 
might find the appropriate treatment.  Please pray for Barbara to put her trust in 
the Lord, look to Him for strength and for her to gain energy so she does not lose 
the mobility she has; pray for a full and rapid recovery.  Please pray also for her 
husband Bob who is taking care of her that he might be comforted and 
strengthened in this time of stress. 
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Bob Apple was at the hospital picking up his wife Barbara to bring her to the skilled 
nursing facility when he experienced chest pain.  Barbara’s release from the 
hospital was delayed until Bob underwent an angiogram and had his medication 
adjusted.   Please pray for comfort and strength for Bob and his continued 
healing. 

 

Deborah has had a stroke, she is doing much better and out of the hospital. She has a 
problem with anemia and is taking supplements for that. Pray our Lord will be 
close to her and her family. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 
Deborah and her family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
caring for her that they might find the best treatment method to allow her to heal 
completely. 

 
Rev. Steve Boardman has been diagnosed with stage 3 cancer. Pray that Jesus will be close 

and comfort his family and members of his congregation. 
  
Hang So Ryu has cancer. Please pray for medical team contemplating and evaluating the 

treatment that they might be guided to the correct choice and do their very best. 
Pray also for peace of mind and trust in God for him and his family, as well as 
physical strength. 

 

Olivia, age 7, has been diagnosed with Stage 3 Lymphoma. The prognosis is good at this 
time, please pray for medical team contemplating and evaluating the treatment 
that they might be guided to the correct choice and do their very best. Pray also 
for peace of mind and trust in God for Olivia and her family, as well as physical 
strength. 

 

Paul has been hospitalized recently several times because of persistent high fevers. He is 
being tested and checked by physicians and seems to have a slight scoliosis, a 
node and Schuermann’s disease.  Please pray it will be discovered how to treat 
these problems and healing will begin so he will be inspired to continue his 
education. 

 
Carol Anne needs God’s comfort and healthy test results as she is anxiously undergoing 

tests related to previous hysterectomy and experiencing symptoms in the 
surrounding area. 

 
Jennifer has some lumps on the right side of her neck; they have grown and multiplied. 

In the last few months she has been having problems swallowing. Jennifer has an 
appointment with specialist in several weeks to try and discover what it is. She is 
having a great deal of anxiety as she waits for her Doctors appointment and will 
appreciate your prayer for anxiety and health. 

 
Rick has heart problems.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating him 

that they might pay attention, do their very best and make the right 
recommendations regarding treatment.  Pray for help for Rick and his wife 
Wanda to keep their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 
Clay has melanoma.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating him that 

they might pay attention, do their very best and make the right 
recommendations regarding treatment.  Pray for help for Rick and his wife Pam 
to keep their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 
Atina has been diagnosed with skin cancer, which turned out to be a melanoma. A 

routine CT scan found a 9mm (3/8 inch) lesion in her left lung.  The melanoma 



 
Page 30 

appears to be spreading; they need to remove the offending tissue and test the 
sample.  Pray for guidance for the medical people treating her that they might 
pay attention, do their very best and make the right recommendations regarding 
treatment.   Atina’s faith is being tested, she has difficulty in praying and 
accepting the outcome, she wants what she wants and is perplexed about her 
faith in Jesus.  Pray for help for Atina to keep her trust in the Lord and let Him 
carry her worry. 

 
Evelyn has been diagnosed with bone cancer.  Pray for guidance for the medical people 

treating her that they might pay attention, do their very best and make the right 
recommendations regarding treatment.  Pray for help for Evelyn to keep her 
trust in the Lord and let Him carry her worry. 

 
Stacy has Multiple Sclerosis and was hospitalized for what turned out to be food 

poisoning.  Pray for trust in God for Stacy and Chris as they deal with Stacy’s 
illness. 

 
Liz Strauch had a pineal cyst, which in the end responded well to a surgical draining last 

year.  Since November 2013, similar symptoms have returned.  A CT Scan turned 
up what is thought to be either a new cyst or an enlarged pineal gland.  More 
testing, including an EEG is in the works.  She can no longer work. Pray for 
strength, courage and understanding for Liz and her family, in particular her 
husband Ken and sons Caleb and Nathan; as well as for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment and 
allow Liz to heal completely. 

 
Faye is in the hospital because she is weak has been receiving blood transfusions. Pray 

for strength, courage and understanding for Faye and her family; as well as for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best 
course of treatment and allow Faye to heal completely. 

 
Tom has heart and kidney problems. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 

Tom and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people treating 
him that they might find the best course of treatment and allow Tom to heal 
completely. 

 

Harold has had a severe stroke.   He is now home, but his family is looking for a 
rehabilitation facility to help him recuperate.  Pray for strength, courage and 
understanding for Harold and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the 
medical people caring for him that they might find the best treatment method to 
allow Harold to heal completely. 

 

Joe has had a preliminary ALS diagnosis. Pray the final diagnosis will something that 
will allow him to continue taking care of his devoted young family.  Pray for 
strength, courage and understanding for Joe and his family; as well as for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 

Mark Wilson has been under tremendous strain both physically and with work; he 
passed out just before New Years Day and awoke in the hospital, he got out then 
back in apparently with double pneumonia and now out.  Due to very bad lungs 
already, this is a life threatening issue.  Please pray for peace of mind and trust in 
the Lord for Mark, as well as for his family. 

 

Preston is reacting poorly to recent neck surgery and now has problems with his liver 
count; Physicians feel that dialysis will help. There may be a blockage in the 
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bowel and an operation might be necessary.  Please pray for the medical team to 
pay attention and to their best to determine how to help Preston and for a good 
outcome.  Pray also that Preston and family will be able to put their worry on 
God’s shoulders while Preston does his best to facilitate a return to good health. 

 

Erica has a non-malignant Brain Tumor which cannot be surgically removed due to the 
size and location.  They are going to attempt chemotherapy. Please pray for 
peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Erica, as well as for her family, and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best 
course of treatment. 

 

Brenda is in the hospital because of bleeding on her brain. Please pray for peace of mind 
and trust in the Lord for Brenda, as well as for her family, and for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 

Mackenzie is a young girl with leukemia. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the 
Lord for Mackenzie, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 

Mack has had diabetes most of his adult life. Circulation in his legs is very bad and 
doctors are considering amputation. Please pray his medication will help and he 
will not face amputation. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Mack and for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might 
find the best course of treatment. 

 

Michael has been diagnosed with lung cancer recently after making it through gastro 
intestinal cancer last year. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Michael and his wife Gayle; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating him that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 

Adriano is in the hospital due to high sugar and high blood pressure. He is very weak 
and will appreciate your prayers. 

 

Heather recently found out she has cancer.  Please pray for peace of mind for her and for 
the medical team treating her will be guided to the right solution. 

 

Jim has had an aneurism and blood clots. Pray that healing will come. 
 

Georgia has liver and pancreatic cancer. The doctors are evaluating whether to do 
surgery and how to tackle the disease. Georgia is a faithful Christian and 
appreciates your prayers. Pray for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating her that they might find out the source of the problem and best course of 
treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and trust in God for Georgia and her 
family. 

 

Lana’s doctor found something on her lymph nodes and ovaries. Pray for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find out the source 
of the problem and best course of treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and 
trust in God for Lana and her family. 

 
 

Healing  
Alejandra Jasso (Doug Witherspoon’s mother in law) had a kidney transplant; the 

surgery was a success and the kidney is working, please give thanks for that.  
Alejandra now has high blood pressure and other complications as her body deals 
with the transplant.  Please pray for guidance for the medical team treating her.  
Please pray also for her and her family, in particular her daughter Ines, to let the 
Lord carry their worry, concern and even terror, putting their whole trust in our 
Lord as Alejandra goes through this difficult time and for a full recovery for her. 
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Dylan Klein, 9, grand-nephew of Chet O’Brien, lost his 41 year old father last April, there 
was no insurance; his grandmother died in December with brain cancer. Dylan is 
the middle boy of Chet’s niece, Erin.  On 18 January 2016, Dylan was found to 
have a brain tumor; an operation on 25 January 2016, appears to have been 
successful in removing all of the tumor.  The biopsy showed it was cancerous. He 
is going to begin a regimen of radiation and chemo treatments in about 2 weeks.  
Please pray for healing and for trust in the Lord and peace of mind for Dylan, 
Erin and the rest of the family. 

 

Felipe had to have his right leg amputated just below the knee due to diabetes 
complications.  Please pray for a full and rapid recovery, adjustment to a 
prosthetic leg and return to work for him, as well as regulation of his diabetes so 
he does not have further problems. 

 

Rev Bill had a stroke. Pray he will stay comfortable and Jesus will be close by, please 
pray for a full and rapid recovery. 

 

Dennis will begin chemotherapy for an active cancer spot on his spine on 17 September 
2015.  Please pray for a good result and tolerance of the treatment for him. 

 

Vickie has been bothered with Migraines and all that go with the headaches.  Please 
pray for relief from the pain for Vickie. 

 

Amelia Perez had a small stroke on 11 July 2015 and drove herself to the emergency 
room, she was admitted for three days, had her carotid artery opened up and is 
recovering.  Amelia’s faith and spirit are strong.  Please give thanks for the 
progress so far, for her continued and full recovery and her faith to continue to 
support her.  Pray also for her family who are still quite worried for her. 

 
Jon has Stage 4 mantle cell lymphoma  There is good news in that he is in remission; 

however the chemotherapyis producing neuropathy in  his legs so that it is a 
challenge for him to get around. Please pray that he will be as comfortable as 
possible; he has been a Marathoner runner so this is especially difficult. 

 
Margaret, from California, fell and broke her on 7 July 2015, while visiting her daughter 

in Arizona. She will stay in Arizona for the rehabilitation and return to her home 
when able. Furthermore, Margaret is in good spirits; however she will be away 
from her church family which is important to her for an extended period of time. 

 

Cindy is very ill, she is young and has children, she and her family need your prayers 
that they might stay close to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as she heals. 

 

Diana, age 15, broke her leg while in school and now has a cast on. Pray she will adjust 
and be healed soon  

 

Amy has melanoma in her lungs, liver and kidneys; they have found a treatment for her 
that has a high success rate however the side effects are debilitating. Please pray 
she will be able to tolerate the side effects and the treatment is successful.  Amy 
has full trust in the Lord, but would still appreciate your prayers. 

 

Debbie is just beginning chemotherapy for cancer of the lymph nodes.  Prayer she will be 
able to tolerate the therapy acceptably and remain strong as she remembers the 
Lord is with her at all times. 

 
 

Liz had a massive stroke at age thirty-seven. The prognosis is good but she has a long 
road ahead. .  Please pray for guidance for those treating her, for trust in our 
Lord for Liz and her family, for healing. 
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Ebick is suffering from a severe ulcer but the Doctors cannot give her the proper dosage 
of the medicine due to her six month pregnancy.  Please pray doctors will find an 
alternative avenue for treatment or that God will provide. 

 

Stan is going through chemotherapy and radiation treatments for cancer. He is elderly 
and the treatments are tiring him.  Please pray for his wife Marvelene as they do 
this together. 

 
Meg recently found out she had heart problems causing low blood oxygen levels, loss of 

focus resulting in an emergency room crisis. As a result of the symptoms she 
made errors on the job that caused her to lose her job. She is grateful for the 
excellent medical care she has received and optimistic, feeling with God's 
intervention in her life her health may be reversed and a new job will become 
available. 

 
Donald is in the hospital and had his leg amputated on 14 April 2014. Pray he will adjust 

and healing will begin. 
 
David has many concussions and unable to go to school, read books, watch TV and has 

headaches and migraines. He has trouble sleeping and his family will appreciate 
your prayers for this 10 year old young man. 

 
Gladys has breast cancer and has had a lumpectomy. She needs to take a year off of her 

work to have chemo treatments. 
 
Alwin Jack has had a stroke and recently has had a relapse.  Please pray for those who 

treat Alwin that they might chose the best possible treatment and pray for peace 
of mind for Alwin during the recovery phase. 

 
Carolyn has Multiple Sclerosis with complications. Pray Carolyn and her children will 

be close to our Lord Jesus Christ as they and family members help to ease the 
problems. 

 
Mary Garcia had surgery, she is home, but not healing as well as she hoped.  Please pray 

for her continued healing. 
 
Bill had malignant growth removed from a lip last month and seems to be experiencing 

a re-growth of the cancer.  He asks your prayer for the medical team treating him 
and for peace of mind for himself. 

 
Hank has osteoporosis, which has caused him a great deal of pain and inconvenience in 

the past few years. Pray for his healing and that his medical bills will be met. 
 
Evelyn is an elderly woman who has had problems with her eyes and is now blind. It 

appears some sight will return shortly, pray for that to happen! 
 
Joanne has begun kidney dialysis as a result of kidney failure due to extensive 

chemotherapy. Additionally she cares for an adopted drug addicted baby who is 
now nine years old.  Please pray for her to keep her faith, to let the Lord carry her 
worry and concern and to give her strength.  Pray also for those treating her that 
they might pay attention and do their best. 

 
Mr. N. Anand is in the hospital and is seriously ill. He is being encouraged to pray for 

repentance of his sins and to depend upon our dependable God for a cure and 
recovery of his health. Pray that he will be a strong witness for Christ. 
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Jacob has been going through some dental procedures and has some pain and 
aggravation with the numbness. Please pray for comfort and strength for him, as 
well as for guidance for the medical team treating him that they might pay 
attention and do their best. 

 
Bud and his wife for their continued welfare and enthusiasm.  Bud has been advised of 

an aneurism in his heart of a size not mandating immediate surgery.  This comes 
at a time when he has sole care of his wife who recently broke two vertebrae and 
thereafter sustained pneumonia. 

 
Virginia has Sinus and Allergy problems giving her severe problems.  Pray that the 

Doctor will discover why it continues and find a cure. 
 
Steve Thornell had a brain aneurysm, which was found before it burst.  He is home from 

the hospital and working hard on recovery. He lacks energy from seven days in 
the hospital.  His doctor told him he has to make serious life changes. One of the 
two main arteries in the back of the head is now completely closed.  He must 
take blood thinners, he has thick blood and recent chemotherapy made it worse.  
Steve has always operated at 110 percent, he needs help to slow down.   Please 
pray for trust in the Lord and a full and rapid recovery.  Pray for peace of mind 
for Steve and his family. 

 
Arlen is receiving treatment for lung cancer and recently experienced a ruptured colon 

during treatment. She is alone in Oregon but does have a friend who has traveled 
a great distance to be at her side. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Arlen. 

 
Oscar discovered some time ago he had blood clots in his leg and lung.  He has been 

treated for them and has not been cured. He now will be facing surgery.  Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

 
Angela had an ischemic stroke (clot). Please pray for guidance for the medical team 

treating her and for strength and trust for Angela. Please pray also that she and 
her family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard 
towards recovery.  

 
Nora had a stroke mid February 2013. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 

treating her and for strength and trust for Nora. Please pray also that she and her 
family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard towards 
recovery.  

 
Linda has been hospitalized for several days with a gastrointestinal problem.  Please 

pray for guidance for the medical team treating her and for strength and trust for 
Linda. 

 
Dester is suffering from unknown skin and diseases.  Please guide the medical team 

treating him to find out what the problem is and cure it.  Pray also for Dester to 
trust in the Lord. 

 
Lee has Arterial Fibrillation, sheis doing much better and she and her family thank you 

for your prayers. Her pain level is high and some medications have bad side 
effects. Please continue her in Prayer in the weeks ahead as she heals. 

 
Nell recently adopted two children and has just been diagnosed with multiple myeloma. 
 
Mary Lou has been suffering with seizures. She was in the hospital with a 24 hour 
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monitor and is being sent home from the hospital with two medications and 
orders to return in 2 months for another MRI to review whatever is going on in 
her brain.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating her, as well 
as peace of mind and trust in God for her and her family. 

 
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital.  She has been diagnosed with 

colitis, shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and 
begin to heal. 

 
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy.  This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and 

they do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she 
is indeed ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the 
truth and be supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will 
find the right measures to minimize the disease.  Most particularly pray for 
Rachel’s trust in God. 

 
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for 

peace of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease.  She has not come 

out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples.  Her 
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue. 

 
George had foot surgery.  Please give thanks for the surgery and pray for a full and 

rapid recovery. 
 
Nellie is in the emergency room of a hospital in a great deal of pain.  Please pray for 

peace of mind for her and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 

Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further 
anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation 
treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also 
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 

Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011, to remove a 
tumor.  Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for which we are all 
grateful, including taking chemotherapy once a day for one more year.  He has 
decreased the consumption of alcohol and eating at least mostly properly.  Please 
pray for help for him to continue do all this.  Please pray also that Bill might turn 
his heart outward to help those around him, as well as live a long and healthy 
life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for peace of mind for Bill and his 
wife Sara. 

 

Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) has had another chest infection, perhaps viral, this one is pretty 
bad.  Please pray for her full and rapid recovery and for her ability to breathe to 
return quickly.  Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay and her 
family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 

Matt Alcantara, age 16, came back with ZERO SCANS again in August 2014!  Matt has 
Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal form of cancer with 
limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 percent fatal in a 
couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks and swims!  
Courage?  Guts? You bet! Please also give thanks for the great faith of Matt and 
his entire family.  Their faith and trust is a wonderful example for each and every 
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one of us.  But, now is not the time to stop praying.  Actually, it never is the time 
to stop praying! 

 

Judith Clingwall is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 
Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
has worsened recently. Please pray for her to take an active part in her own life, 
for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God and remission of the disease so she 
might return home to her family.  Pray also for strength for her husband Martin 
as he deals with all the problems and stress of Judith’s situation. 

 

Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 
in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 

Healing and Patience 
Diane spent a month in the hospital because of an inability to breathe, due to Chronic 

Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) apparently from chronic bronchitis. She 
is home, still very weak and learning to live with this progressive disease. Pray 
she will let the Lord help her be calm in her new circumstances and that healing 
will come. 

 

Kym (43) has various hip problems which seems to be related to osteoarthritis.  And, her 
mother Ruth is in the early stages of dementia.  Pray for guidance for those 
treating both of them, as well as patience and trust in the Lord for both of them. 

 

Christopher has had problems with his leg for some time.  Now he has to have it casted 
and it will stay that way for what to him seems an interminable time.  Pray for 
patience and peace of mind for this young man who has much he wants to do. 

 
James for the Lord’s healing of health issues and give a remedy for many personal 

challenges at the moment 
 
Thanksgiving and Continued Healing  
Shamu had surgery again on Friday 18 March 2016, which appears to have been 

completely successful!  Please give hearty thanks for the good result.  She had 
eight surgeries now to attempt to solve a disruptive colon.  She needs at least one 
more.  She is still weak.  Please pray for strength, physical, mental and spiritual 
for her.  Pray for guidance for the medical team treating her.  Pray also for her to 
continue her trust in our Lord as she goes through this difficult time. 

 

Jose Francisco Vidas was in a terrible automobile accident on Friday 11 December 2015 as 
he was on his way to work when an unlicensed driver in a jacked up pickup 
truck ran a red light and destroyed his car.  Francisco has massive internal 
injuries, swelling of his brain and unknown orthopedic injuries.  His family and 
co-workers are with him around the clock.   He is making gradual progress 
towards recovery; please give thanks and continue to pray for physical and 
spiritual strength for Francisco, his wife, daughter and co-workers, particularly 
Scott, Roger and Mark; pray for the medical team treating him that they might be 
open to God’s guidance and do their very best.  Pray for trust in our Lord for all 
concerned. 

 

Linda had successful dental surgery on 15 December 2015, she is also on a course of 
chemotherapy and this type of surgery was not recommended for people while 
they are taking chemotherapy.  But, it was an emergency and had to be done. 
Please give thanks all went well and pray for continued healing and for peace of 
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mind and trust in God for Linda and her family.  
 

Ruby broke her hip on 10 December 2015, surgery was successful.  Please give thanks 
for the successful surgery and pray for her full and rapid recovery. 

 

Terry was undergoing radiation treatment for cancer, which he had to stop to amputate 
his leg below the knee due to diabetes.  The surgery was successful, he has been 
fitted with a prosthetic leg and foot.  He is in good spirits and positive about the 
remainder of his treatment.   Please join Terry and his family in giving thanks for 
the successful surgery and continue to pray for his return to radiation treatment 
and then to chemotherapy, ask God to give Terry, his wife and seven year old 
son trust in him for peace of mind and heart, as well. 

 
Cynthia (Cindy) Olufson (Melanie Zimmer’s sister) had surgery to remove Harrington 

rods put in her back 25 years ago because of an infection.   The surgery went 
well, please give thanks for the great result and pray for a full and rapid recovery 
for Cindy. 

 

Daisy Lee is recovering from necrotizing fasciitis, which manifested on 30 January 2015, 
causing the loss of her right arm and her left hand, as well as parts of both feet. 
This is very very hard, but Daisy has kept her faith.  As she becomes more well, 
less in people’s thoughts and prayers it will be a lot tougher for her.  Please pray 
for strength for her and her family and friends as time moves on.  Her family is 
thankful for all the support they have received during these past couple weeks 
and hopes all will continue to pray for Daisy’s speedy recovery.  

 
Pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Daisy’s family, her husband and 
children Tiffany and Chris.   

 

Michael Lenahan known to all as Bullet was hospitalized on 18 March 2015, and had a 
stent placed in a cardio artery.   All went well and he is recovering nicely.  Please 
give thanks for the great result and pray for a complete and rapid recovery for 
Bullet. 

 

Janet Jessup had a stroke on 3 July 2014 and heart problems that were causing huge 
issues for her.  They seem to have gotten her stabilized and she is going home 
from the hospital.  Please join the entire family in giving thanks for this 
wonderful development. Please pray for those treating her to find the 
appropriate treatment and for trust in God and peace of mind for Janet and her 
family, in particular her husband of 43 years, Rev Roger Jessup, retired minister 
of Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church. 

 

Arch Crittenden has Multiple Myeloma (cancer cells in bone marrow); without this 
treatment life expectancy is one to two years.  The treatment has apparently been 
effective.  Arch and his lovely wife Kathy ask that you pray for their trust in God 
to remain strong and for a good outcome. 

 

Sam had surgery on his entire large intestine that had become infected. At the time of 
the operation he was just hours away from a complete organ shutdown. He had 
had turmoil in his life over the years. Sam is now in the ICU and his Minister 
visited him and explained to him God had given him another chance for him to 
make things right with his Lord. Pray for his good health and his spiritual life 
with Jesus. 

 
Ian had surgery to remove excess skin rendered a nuisance by controlled lost of 200 

pounds.  Please give thanks for the successful result and for those treating him to 
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have paid attention and done their very best on the lengthy surgery, taking the 
best possible care of him.  Please pray for his continued recovery and strength for 
his Mother who will be in charge of his after care. 

 

Jenniffer had surgery for breast cancer on 15 October 2014, which seemingly went well; 
please give thanks for that.  She has had other complications which preclude her 
from making a full recovery in particular, the reconstructive surgery seems to 
have gravely affected her back muscles and nerves, resulting in both very limited 
mobility and extreme pain,  the drugs are making her terribly sick; please pray 
those will be overcome.  Pray for help for Jenniffer to keep her trust in the Lord 
and let Him carry her worry and concern as she recovers.  Please pray also for 
strength and courage for her family as they try their best to help her. 

 

Mary Thornell has been battling colon cancer for three years now, she is currently 
treating at the City of Hope.  Things seem to be going well, the numbers seem 
headed in the right direction. Please pray for guidance for those treating her, as 
well as strength, guidance and peace of mind for Mary and her husband Jim, as 
well as daughter Janice and son Jimmy, as she undergoes treatment.   

 
Jim Thornell (Jet) seems to have recovered from the five stomach ulcers and now is 

dealing with blocked coronary arteries and taking care of Mary. Please give 
thanks for the great result and also for the strength, guidance and peace of mind 
our Lord gave Jet and his wife Mary, as well as daughter Janice and son Jimmy, 
as he underwent treatment. 

 

Elma is suffering from cancer.  She was taken home from the hospital on the advice of 
her Doctor.  We were asked to pray that Elma’s remaining time here on earth 
might be good and that Elma and family might put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry.   Since then, Elma's Bishop told us a great Miracle of the 
Lord is working over Elma.  Doctors sent her home to die, but now she seems to 
be doing all right.  On behalf of her, thank you for all of your prayers. Please 
continue praying for her complete healing. 

 

Dennis has heart problems; now the medical people treating him discovered a large 
mass on his liver which turned out to be a cyst!  Please give thanks for this great 
development and pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Dennis and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating him that the contemplated 
surgery might go well. 

 
Dwight had major oral surgery, for which he gives thanks.  He is recovering slowly and 

asks your prayers to speed the process. 
 
Mike is a veteran who has served his country when she called. Please pray he will open 

his heart to God so He can make Mike’s crooked road straight and pull him 
towards the summit rather than to the pit. 

 

Business 
Mark’s business is going under.  He works in a shrinking field, of which he is one of the 

country’s true masters, but there is little work available.  He lost two of his most 
critical workmen to accident and illness.  He asks you pray he can find a way to 
survive with honor in his industry, which he loves and needs his talents.  Pray he 
can find someone to partner with to better use his talents.  Pray also for those 
who work for and with him that they might do their best to help. 
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 James and Sarah who have recently moved to a new area and have new positions in 
employment. They are finding much stress in the new surroundings and will 
appreciate your prayers as they adjust. 

 

Financial Guidance and Employment 
Anne is unemployed and just interviewed for a position.  Please pray she will be 

employed, if not at this position then that this interview will lead to better 
prospects.  Pray for her ot be encouraged and strengthened by the Holy Ghost. 

 

Doug recently became unemployed from his job of 18 years. He has been applying for 
jobs, but unable to get one at this time.  His wife is working; this is not enough 
for the family. Please pray he will find employment with a firm that will be able 
to use his considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the firm and the 
family. 

 

Catherine and Lewis are at a low ebb due to a struggle for employment. Your fervent 
prayers will be appreciated. 

 

Lori is considering a potential change in her employment.  Please pray for God’s 
guidance in considering all aspect of her potential work. 

 

Sara is concerned about the future with her company.  She would appreciate prayers for 
her continued employment and that her firm might find more and better ways to 
use her considerable skills. 

 
Financial Guidance and Healing 
Clark is in need of salvation; for God’s Will to be done in his life. Pray his family will be 

blessed with the financial miracles that come from doing His Will. 
 

Timothy and Sharon had their home foreclosed the morning of 15 April 2014.  They are 
experiencing spiritual, emotional and financial crisis at the current time. Please 
pray for God’s guidance as to how they might handle the financial difficulties in 
which they have found themselves and more importantly have them draw closer 
to God and each other. 

 

Linda, Rick, Christian and Sawyer are a family experiencing spiritual, emotional and 
financial crisis at the current time. Please pray for God’s guidance as to how they 
might handle the financial difficulties in which they have found themselves and 
more importantly have them draw closer to God and each other. 

 

David and Lorna are having financial problems.  They are trying to find a smaller home 
which may be more affordable.  Lorna has had an ongoing battle with brain 
cancer, her trips back and forth to the hospital have drained their finances to the 
point they sometimes struggle to have enough food in the house.  Pleaser pray 
for Lorna’s healing and guidance on how they might handle the financial 
difficulties in which they have found themselves. 

 
God’s Strength and Peace of Soul 
Thomas Schopp is currently in the Lemon Creek Correctional Center, Juneau, Alaska.  He 

asks that you pray for guidance for him and for him to open his heart fully to the 
Holy Ghost that he might be guided to be a force of good in this world and be 
able to be a productive member of our society.  He adds that he much 
appreciates your prayer on his behalf as he is confident the Lord listens. 

 

Adrian Heywood (friend of Thomas Schopp) is currently in the Lemon Creek Correctional 
Center, Juneau, Alaska.  Thomas asks you pray for guidance for Adrian, that he 
might be helped to open his heart fully to the Holy Ghost to be guided to be a 
force of good in this world and be able to be a productive member of our society.  
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Thomas adds he much appreciates your prayer on Adrian’s behalf as he is 
confident the Lord listens. 

 

Krysti has issues stemming from habitual drug abuse. Pray she will take help from God 
through Christians trying to lead her to our Lord. 

 

Charlie McCormack is really feeling down again.  He cannot say why; on the one hand 
knowing rationally things are pretty darn good and on the other hand feeling 
what he knows to be irrationally that doom is impending.  He asks your prayer 
the Holy Ghost might fill his heart with light and drive the darkness far away.  

 

Guidance! 
Roy Morales-Kuhn, Bishop of the AOC Diocese of the Epiphany, has been hired as the 

new chaplain of Meadow Ridge Estates in Moberly, Missouri.  The job includes 
looking after the spiritual health of residents, staff and families of residence.  Roy 
will be conducting a weekly Bible study on Tuesdays, involved in bi-weekly 
song/hymn sings and other duties as they arise.  He is already assisting with a 
current resident who recently has been placed on hospice due to several terminal 
cancers.   Pray Roy will grow into this important aspect of God’s Work and be a 
blessing to those into which he comes in contact. 

 

Thomas recently learned as the result of a parole violation he will not be allowed to 
return to society for the remainder of his life. He is despairing and fearful of his 
inability to cope with this new news and God's plan for his life.  Please pray he 
will be able to work with God to live with the choices he has made and go 
forward. 

 

Shyla, age 8, has been suffering for five years with OCD (Obsessive Compulsive 
Disorder). She is extremely disturbed and thinks she would be better dead; pray 
the Holy Ghost will bring an understanding of what our Lord Jesus Christ 
expects from her so she can have peace of mind and give her family guidance 
that they can find someone who can help Shyla with her problem and that all the 
family will remember God’s love for them. 

 

Anne has been helping a woman; the woman has turned against her and become very 
mean. Pray she will better realize God is with her and that He will help with the 
problems. 

 

Holly and her two sons Brandon and Bailey need your prayer.  Holly is in need of 
employment and her two sons have turned their back on God and are walking 
into the world and making their way down that broad smooth boulevard which 
leads to The Pit.  They now wish to be not only in the world, but of the world.  
Please pray Holly will remain strong and preserve in her faith and that she can 
find help in the Holy Ghost to help her return her sons to the Word in which they 
were raised and back to that narrow path that leads to the summit; help them to  
distinguish fun from happiness and to see the signs of Donkey Island before it is 
too late for them to turn back. 

 

Maria Legumana  will graduate with a Bachelor of Education Friday from the University 
of the South Pacific Fiji. The ceremony will be in Honiara Solomon Islands so her 
family will be able to be with her. Pray that she will continue to seek God’s 
guidance as plans  for the future come into her life. 

 

Cam has gotten into some of the issues being with the wrong crowds, too much dinking 
and making the wrong decisions.  Pray he will ask God to send the Holy Ghost 
in to straighten things out and he will listen when He speaks to him. 
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Paul recently had his large toe amputated due to diabetes and is having a difficult 
recovery filled with fear about dying. He recently accepted Jesus as his savior 
and his family Rosie and Brenda are very grateful. Pray for strength for both 
Rosie and Brenda who are staying by his side through it all encouraging him on.   

 
Steve is addicted to alcohol, pain pills and gambling. Pray for wisdom, courage and 

strength to stick with treatment and follow God’s plan for his life. 
 
Eli has some mental issues and has lost his way.  He was admitted to the hospital for 

psychological evaluation to get a proper diagnosis and medications and has been 
discharged.  He has yet to come to grips with the demons chasing him.  Pray he 
will return to the Lord and his family.  Eli’s brother Carl has gotten little to no 
support from the family, he being the one to get Eli into treatment.  Daughter 
Katie seems to be the least helpful.  Pray they will ask God to send the Holy 
Ghost in to straighten things out and they will listen when He speaks to them.  
The family has been open to the Prince of Darkness and needs help. 

 
Debbie has family problems that must be dealt with and she asks God’s guidance in 

making the correct decisions and how to stand. 
 

Edward (45) had the opportunity to meet with a Christian during the conversation she 
discovered Edward had some background about God but thought He was not 
relevant to this day.  Edward asked many questions about the Bible and was 
surprised at the answers and continued to ask questions. They both went their 
separate ways and the Christian told Edward that she would pray for him. Will 
you join in prayer for Edward, please? 

 

Michael and his Family ask your prayers for wisdom as they are under trial and affliction 
to follow the law of the land and yet honor God in so doing. 

 

Flora is in remission with cancer, but has high blood pressure and fatigue. Flora’s 
Mother recently died and this has caused added stress.  Please pray that she will 
be able to let God carry her worry and sorrow so she can do the things she needs 
to do. 

 
Elizabeth and Gunner need your prayers for their general well being.   Pray they might 

see the Light of the Lord and let Him guide their lives.  Pray they will open their 
hearts not only to the Lord, but to each other to become one in Him and 
happiness. 

 
Eli has lost his way both spiritually and mentally, please pray for him and his parents 

Ed and Barb, who are having great struggles seeing their son, go through these 
afflictions having brought up in a Christian home.  Please pray his parents can 
find a way to help Eli. 

 
Mitten has a Christian talking to him about Christ. Mitten does not believe and does not 

seem to care.  Please pray Mitten will see the light. 
 
Kristen, Rickey and their two children ask you to pray for grace, wisdom and 

understanding as they attempt to cope with infidelity, separation and possibly 
divorce as a result of backsliding from the Lord into the World.  

 

Helene and her family ask your prayers for them as they deal with the loss of Alan, 
husband and father. 

 

Stephanie seems to be very deeply into post partum depression after her baby was born 
prematurely.  Please pray for her Mother in Law who is going a great distance to 
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help Stephanie and her new Grandson.  Pray that Stephanie will be able to direct 
her attention outward, rather than inward. 

 

William is an elderly man living with his Son and Daughter in-law. William is causing 
trouble in the family because of his demanding ways and continually using bad 
language. The family is at wit’s end to know how to handle him and will 
appreciate your guidance and prayers. 

 

Caitlin is in the grip of the Prince of Darkness; she thinks there is escape from reality in 
drugs.  The saddest part is that reality is not as she sees it.  Her family is 
despairing as they can do nothing to help her and ask that you pray for the Holy 
Ghost to enter into heart and show her the need for change before it is too late. 

 

Nathaniel is in spiritual turmoil.  His family and friends will appreciate it if you will 
keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of his trouble and accept God’s 
help. 

 

Sam and her two children that have been living in a shelter and are to lose their place 
there.  Please pray a place will be found they can stay in and recover. 

 

Please pray Darlene will surrender her life to Christ. 
 

Norrie is facing daily exams in the weeks ahead.  Pray for calmness and concentration 
and to do the best possible. 

 

Jonathan is addicted to drugs.  He is now in jail awaiting trial. His parents and friends 
will appreciate it if you will keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of 
his trouble and accept God’s help to heal addiction. 

 

Beth is suffering from ungodly treatment in her marriage.  Please pray God will guide 
her in her behavior, actions and thoughts that she might be able to lead her 
husband to God so her marriage might prosper to the benefit of them. 

 

Jeanette has had many members of her family die from diabetes and several are near 
death now. Jeanette does not know the Lord and is despondent and perplexed 
about her family and herself.  Please pray she can open her heart to allow the 
Holy Ghost in to bring her knowledge and understanding. 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Raj is teaching a biblical approach to the psychological problems facing 
many in our society today. She is battling against the growing influence of 
worldly psychology adopted by the churches themselves. Elizabeth constantly 
stresses answers are found between the covers of that precious Book, the Holy 
Bible.  Please pray for encouragement, strength, fortitude and courage for her. 

 

Abigail is a teenager who has behavior problems.  She feels she is in an area of mental 
darkness.  Please pray that she might look to God for help and not within herself. 

 

Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 
and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control.  She asks for 
God’s help for her business so that she might remain gainfully employed while 
keeping up with the needs of her mother and husband and healing her own 
problems. 

 

Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 
School Challenges 
 Destiny, Blake and Janet 
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Anglican Orthodox Church 
Kenya 
The Anglican Orthodox Church is making plans for establishment of a presence in Kissi, 

Kenya.  There are six parishes, a total of 161 members, 68 adults, 93 children with 
two ministers.  Please pray for the church there and guidance for the people 
involved. 

 

Indonesia 
Please pray for the Lord's will regarding the establishment of an AOC church in 

Indonesia. 
 

South Pacific 
Ashbin Singh family, mother, two daughters, grandparents, have come to know Jesus. 
Our minister in the Anglican Orthodox Church is going to see them for several days. 
There have also been health issues with Ashbin. Please pray for good health and that all 
will begin a study of God’s Word and thank our Lord for revealing Himself to them. 
 
Pakistan 
The forces of evil are strong in Pakistan.  The force of God stronger.  Pray for our 
Christian family there. 

Ernest Jacob 
Presiding Bishop Pakistan 

Serbia 
Rev. Igor Djurcik leader of Anglican Orthodox Church in Serbia asks us to pray for his 
students. He has excellent young people in Belgrade who are having services and 
classes on the Bible.  
 

Philippines 
Please pray a Minister will be found who would like to serve in Tabuk, in the Philippine 

Islands.  The Anglican Orthodox Church has an established Church there and in 
the surrounding areas and need a Shepherd to lead the flock. 

 

Diocese of the Epiphany 
Saint Paul’s, Moberly, Missouri would like your prayers that the Holy Ghost might enter 

more fully into their hearts so that they might be more effective in spreading the 
Word of God. 

 

 
Atlanta 
Bishop Jerry was in Atlanta, preaching at a church who has in attendance many members 

of another church founded in 1887 that has closed.  Many of those are older, in 
their late 70s and early 80s.  Please pray they will see this is a parish where they 
can be one with other believers.  Please pray the Holy Ghost might enter more 
fully into their hearts so that they might see their way to come together. 

 

Diocese of Virginia 
Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church is under a lot of stress.  We all are, but 

they need even more prayer.  Rev Roger Jessup, their wonderful minister, had to 
retire as he was so pressed by the duties of a primary care giver, in addition to all 
the worries of this world.  Pray for trust in God for each member of the parish 
and for them to find economic relief. 

 

Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Dustin (USAF - Middle East), Kristyna and Luis Aviles (Army – Fort Lewis, 
Washington), Airman Donny Patton (USAF - Hulbert Field, Florida), Jordan Brown 
(USMC – Fleet Marine Force - Pacific), Trevor Jennings (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator – 



 
Page 44 

New Jersey), Trevor Di Marco (USN – Whidbey Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN 
– Camp Foster, Okinawa), Ethan (US Army Airborne – Southwest Asia) 
 
Dustin - USAF and has been in Kuwait for the last six months and during this time he 
was promoted to SSgt. Dustin is now on his way home to the USA for a visit and he and 
his family thank you for your prayer and ask you to continue as he serves his country 
and Lord. 
 
For Our Country 
Our country has lost its way.  Over half the people that vote, voted for a government 
that promises them things it cannot deliver in return for their souls which it can, will 
and does take.  Our foreign policy backs the rise of Islam, we turn our backs on those 
who would follow God and arm those who murder them.  Pray God will raise up a 
leader from among the people who can turn the country’s course 180° and attempt to 
come back to God.  Pray the people will recognize that they are headed down a smooth 
wide road into the pit, a road that will get smoother and smoother, steeper and steeper 
until the only possible way is down.  Down, into the depths of the pit.  Pray people will 
recognize there is: 
 

• One True and Triune God who is goodness in and of Himself 
• All religions are not equal 
• All ways of life are not equal; 
• The Bible holds the Key to Life; 
• All rights come from God, not the State; 
• Good; 
• Bad; 
• Evil; 
• Right; 
• Wrong; 
• Allah is the Devil; 
• Abortion is no more than sacrifice of children to Baal. 
 

Pray this recognition will not come too late.  Pray we will, each of us, do our duty to 
God, Country and Family, putting His Honor above all. 
 
Persecuted 
The Islamist group (ISIS) took over Quaragosh, the biggest Christian city in Iraq; 164 

men, women and children were beheaded.  People ask where is God?  The real 
question is where are the people to enforce God’s will.  Pray the people of the 
world will see Allah for who he is, the Devil.  Pray for those who remain behind 
that they might find a way to safety. 

  

Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 
Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 

Education 
Aaron is trying out a new job area as an intern and asks that you pray he might decide if 

this is a career field and way of life he might enjoy.  Please pray he might open 
his heart to God’s guidance and see what he needs to do to fulfill his potential 
and live his life in a manner which will bring true happiness to him. 
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Thomas Dabney is attending Delta State University in Cleveland, Mississippi, to finish 
his Bachelor’s Degree.  Please pray for Thomas to focus on education and do his 
very best at school. 

 

Various Special Requests 
This is a horrible time for the people of India, Christians in particular; they are having 

problems with Hunger, Bank Closings, Transportation and Schools not 
functioning.  Pray for the Leaders and Members of our Church in Eluru Andhra 
Pradesh. Pray their basic needs will be met and God will be close to them in this 
time of need. 

 

We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 
how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 

 
Holy Week 
The Sunday next before Easter is commonly referred to as Palm Sunday.  The period 
between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday is often referred to as Holy Week.  Most 
churchgoing people go to church on Palm Sunday, then to church on Easter Sunday. It’s 
a fairly uplifting time with not a lot of thinking. On Palm Sunday Jesus makes his 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. On Easter Sunday there’s the joyous resurrection. 
What’s not to like about that? 
 

The thing is, there is a tremendous amount that goes on between Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday, not all of it joyous, in fact most of it is pretty scary or sad.   The 
beginning of the week was wonderful; in the end the week was even more wonderful.  
In between was a series of ups and downs the ups a little high and the downs very very 
deep. It is important to remember as you go through Holy Week that Jesus was in 
control of all the events of the week.  The week starts with the Lord’s triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem and ends with the death of the Savior on the Cross and the burial of his 
body in the tomb.  It is a week of ups and downs without parallel, the ups a little high 
and the downs very very deep, deep as Hell you might say, and precedes the most 
joyous day of the year, the Day of the Resurrection or Easter Sunday. 
 

Jesus has a triumphant entry into the city on the First Day of the Week (Sunday); on 
Thursday night he celebrates the Passover with his disciples in the Upper Room, he 
prays and agonizes over what he knows is coming in the garden of Gethsemane; Judas 
betrays him early Friday morning, his most trusted disciple denies him, not once but 
three times before the cock crew; the Jews condemn him to Pilate who in turn orders 
him to be beaten and humiliated; that does not satisfy the Jews and at their request, 
Pilate condemns a man he knows to be innocent to a horrible death to pacify the crowd 
of Jews assembled by the priests; Jesus is crucified, asks John to take care of his mother 
and gives up the ghost; his body is taken down and buried; the disciples are dispersed 
and discouraged; they have listened to their Lord, but not understood. 
 

Think of this week from the disciples’ perspective, on the first day they enter with their 
leader into Jerusalem in triumph; mid-week they celebrate the joyous feast of the 
Passover, then their leader is betrayed, defends himself not and is killed.  At the time 
they surely could not think of this as a Holy Week and certainly not a Good Friday.  Yet 
on the first day of the week that follows, our Lord is Risen, Risen indeed and delivers 
the promise of salvation in person. 
 

It is important to remember as you go through Holy Week that Jesus was in control of 
all the events of the week. 
 

What a week! 
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Palm Sunday 
The name Palm Sunday comes from the palm leaves, along with clothing and other 
honors strewn along Jesus’ path as He came in 
to Jerusalem the first day of the week before 
His crucifixion.  Of interest, only Jesus knew of 
the upcoming crucifixion, every one else, 
including Jews, Romans and the Christians, 
thought he was making a triumphant entrance 
in to the city to take control of things and kick 
the Roman occupation force out. The moon was 
almost full, this was the year of the Messiah 
according to Daniel.  Jesus chose the route into 
the city, through the King’s Gate.  The people 
saw Him coming and met him at the Mount of 
Olives.  They expected Him to come in and 
proclaim His rule.  And that He did, but not in 
the way the people were looking for.     Those 
who thought of Him as Lord looked for a 
Kingdom of this World to be established. Sunday was a day of triumph and fulfilled the 
anticipation of the Jews of a day for which they had waited four centuries.  The Messiah 
had finally come, at the time predicted by scripture.  They were certain that He would 
free them from the burdensome and cruel yoke of Roman rule.  The Jews would finally 
be on top of the power pyramid.  They would rule the world under Him!  Yet, that was 
not to be.  The day in the temple!  Holy Cow!  Here their savior was throwing people 
out of the temple, not throwing the Romans out of Jerusalem.  They were sad to learn 
He came not to rule this world, for that time was not yet come; He came to give them 
the key to eternal salvation.  He came to take them from this veil of tears to a state of 
perfect freedom.  They wanted someone to throw the Romans out and all God sent 
them was the key to eternal life.  What a disappointment! 
 
Monday 
On Monday, Jesus preached in the Temple and further distanced Himself from the 
people’s vision and demonstrated God’s vision.  He went in to the temple and through 
out the vendors selling “sacrificial” birds and animals at exorbitant cost, as well as the 
moneychangers, changing Roman money for Temple money dishonestly.  Far from 
announcing Himself head of the temple, He announced they had made His Father’s 
house a den of thieves.  Rather than working within the Jewish establishment, He over 
turned it! 
 
Tuesday 
Jesus and the Pharisees dispute in the Temple. He left for the garden of Gethsemane on 
the Mount of Olives. There he delivers the “Mount of Olives Discourse”. Judas agrees to 
betray him to the Jewish priests for 30 pieces of silver.  
 
Wednesday 
The Sanhedrin was gathered together and decided to kill Jesus, even before Pesach if 
possible. In the meantime, Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper. Here 
he was anointed on his head by Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, with very 
expensive ointment of spikenard. Some of the disciples, particularly Judas Iscariot, 
keeper of the purse, were indignant about this; the oil could have been sold to support 
the poor.  “This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and 
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had the bag, and bare what was put therein.”  In this case, Judas recalls to mind many 
politicians.  Jesus reminded them of the importance of first things first and the futility of 
giving, rather than helping, when He said in Matthew 26.11 “For ye have the poor 
always with you; but me ye have not always.”  Judas went to the Sanhedrin and offered 
them his support in exchange for silver. From this moment on Judas was looking for an 
opportunity to betray Jesus. Judas spied on Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane where he 
came on his plan. 
 
Maundy Thursday 
At the Passover Feast, Jesus and his disciples share the “Last Supper” and He washes 
their feet. Jesus blesses his bread and wine as his flesh and blood and shares it with his 
disciples, the institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. As Paul tells us in his 
First Letter to the Corinthians, “…the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was 
betrayed took bread: and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: 
this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same 
manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” 
 
At this same dinner, the disciples manage to quarrel over who should be the boss of 
who.  Jesus tells them he came in the role of a servant, as He is their master, their role is 
likewise that of servants.  In a move designed to reveal both His knowledge aforehand 
and our frailty, He tells Peter that Peter will deny Him thrice fore the cock croweth, or 
dawn breaks.  Peter, a loyal follower, denies what will be shown as clear fact.  
Remember the further you let yourself get from the Lord, the weaker you are.  
Weakness grows with the cube of the distance.  Stay close. 
 
As the dinner goes on, Jesus tells them one of them will betray Him.  Not able to grasp 
that any of them would literally betray Him, each asks, “Is it I?”  Judas knows. 
 
Jesus tells the disciples things are heating up, counsels them to arm themselves and 
goes out to pray in the garden of Gethsemane.  Disciples come with Him, despite their 
best efforts, they fall asleep.  Night has long fallen, the end of the day is near by our 
reckoning.  The end is near for Jesus here on earth.  Even nearer for Judas. 
 

 
 



 
Page 48 

Good Friday 
Good Friday was the day in which Jesus was tried by the Jews, tried by Pilate, 
condemned, crucified, died and was buried2.  Except in hindsight, this was not a Good 
Friday at all.  
  
In the early hours before sunup, Jesus is betrayed by the “Judas Kiss” and arrested. At 
sunrise, he is disowned by Peter thrice before the cock croweth. When brought before 
Caiaphas, the Jewish High Priest, and his Council, he is condemned. He says that he 
will rise from death after three days. 
 
They hand him over to the Roman authority, Pontius Pilate, who sends him to Herod 
(Antipas, the son of Herod the Great). Then Pilate asks the crowd who he is to pardon: a 
murderer, or Jesus? The crowd chooses Barabas and Jesus is sentenced to death. Pilate’s 
actions made famous the line, “I wash my hands of this.”  While he might have 
attempted to wash the guilt for the murder of the world’s one truly innocent man on to 
the Jews, he remains the one who condemned him to death.  Pilate was nothing if not a 
politician and bureaucrat.  The condemnation was to him the simplest solution to the 
problem of a Jewish hierarchy’s manufactured crowd’s anger.  What was the death of 
one Jew to him?  Yet he was worried enough to attempt to wash his hands of the guilt. 
 
Jesus is brought to Calvary, where on the “third hour” (9 am) he is crucified. He is 
mocked as he hangs between the Bad Thief and the Good Thief, whom he blesses. On 
the “sixth hour” (noon), darkness covers the land. Jesus cries out “My God, My God, 
hast Thou forsaken Me? ” 
 
After drinking wine, he commits his spirit to his Father and dies. Matthew reports an 
earthquake that destroys the Temple. Many understand now that Jesus was the Son of 
God. His body is taken down and anointed. He is buried in a new tomb donated by 
Joseph of Arimethea. This is the first day of death. 
 
Holy Saturday 
The Jewish Council remembers his vow to return and has the tomb guarded and sealed 
with a heavy stone. His followers stay in the “Easter Vigil”. Second day of death. 
 
Easter Sunday 
On the third day of death, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary find the tomb empty, 
but for an angel who tells them Jesus is already resurrected and is on His way to 
Galilee. On their way to tell the others, Jesus appears to them.  Death is conquered, the 
Promise delivered.  Our lives from this day forward are eternal! 
 

                                                
2 The tomb was a new one which had been hewn for Joseph of Arimathea.  Joseph, a native of Arimathea, 
was apparently a man of wealth, and probably a member of the Sanhedrin an "honourable counsellor, 
who waited (or "was searching") for the kingdom of God", according to John, he was secretly a disciple of 
Jesus. As soon as he heard the news of Jesus' death, he "went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body 
of Jesus." Pilate, reassured by a centurion that the death had really taken place, allowed Joseph's request. 
Joseph immediately purchased fine linen and went to Golgotha to take the body down from the cross. 
There, assisted by Nicodemus, he took the body and wrapped it in the fine linen, sprinkling it with the 
myrrh and aloes that Nicodemus had brought. The body was then conveyed to the new tomb in rock in 
his garden nearby. There they laid it, in the presence of Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of Jesus, and 
other women, and rolled a great stone to the entrance, and departed. This was done speedily, "for the 
Sabbath was drawing on". Joseph of Arimathea appears in some early New Testament apocrypha. 
 
Although there are no written records until the fifth century, tradition holds Joseph of Arimethea, who 
provided the tomb for the burial of Jesus Christ, brought Christianity and the Holy Grail to England in 37 
AD and built a church in Glastonbury in Somerset. 
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Think about the Week that was! 
The reason Jesus came to Jerusalem at the Passover was to take the place of the yearly 
sacrifice by one perfect sacrifice, one time, for all time and for all mankind. His was the 
blood marking our door that the destroyer might pass over.  The week started on a 
triumphant note and ended up trying to do between there were windows into the 
future, glimpses of the past, moments of despair, moments of terror, moments of 
confusion; but in the end joy and the ultimate triumph. 
 
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 

24 March 2016 – Maunday Thursday – Evening Prayer - Service start time 1800 (6:00 
pm); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 1745 (5:45 pm); Time 1800 (6:00 
pm); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

25 March 2016 – Good Friday – Evening Prayer - Service start time 1800 (6:00 pm); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 1745 (5:45 pm); Time 1800 (6:00 pm); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

27 March 2016 – Easter Sunday – Holy Communion - SONRISE SERVICE - Service 
start time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 
am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
 


