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Today was the First Sunday in Advent. 
 
I do recommend and assign Thursday ... next to be devoted by the People of these States 
to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the 
good that was, that is, or that will be. 

George Washington 
1789 

 
This letter from Bishop Jerry is so important and critical that you read it, that we have 
put it right after the first 
President of the United States of 
America’s message.  If you read 
nothing else, read this.  We have 
seen what happens when we 
ignore God in our country.  If we 
want happiness, we need to 
follow His Will, His Directions, 
His Commands.  It matters not if 
you believe in Him.  He believes 
in you, thus you exist.  If we want 
our country to survive and 
prosper, we need to do what He 
wants us to do.  We cannot 
depend on others to do His Will, we must start, each of us, and NOW.  Please read this. 
 
Thanksgiving 2015, Anno Domini 
Letter to the Anglican Orthodox Church from Bishop Jerry L. Ogles, Presiding Bishop, 
Anglican Orthodox Communion - Worldwide 
  
The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved  (Jer. 8:20) 
 
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come 
which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and 
shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem  (Isa. 27:12-13) 
 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  (1 Cor 15:52) 
  
            Another year fades into history on this Thanksgiving Day of 2015. The events of 
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the year may bring remorse to the hearts of many, but above all else, we know that all 
things happen at the discretion of our LORD. Though we, or our loved ones, may suffer 
the tyrant's sword, these things are nothing of worth compared to the great glory that 
awaits every saint of God beyond Jordan Banks. These evil days must come to pass ere 
our redemption is realized in the Kingdom of God.  And when these things begin to come 
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. (Luke 21:28) 
 
            Thanksgiving is a day roughly comparable to the Feasts of Trumpets which was 
the Fall Festival in the Old Testament Church. I praise God our nation has set aside this 
day to express our gratitude to God for His over-arching Providence and Protection 
through the years of our existence as a nation founded upon biblical principles. 
 
            And what should we be thankful for?  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. (1 Thess 5:18) "EVERYTHING" encompasses quite an 
array of reasons to be thankful - not only the abundance of blessings in food, clothing, 
and shelter; but also for ALL things (even those we consider calamitous). We must 
thank God for all with which He has blessed, and for all those things that are common 
to the sorrows of a wicked world which we have been spared. We have not yet been 
beheaded as many good and valiant Christians have been lately by a bloodthirsty 
religious caste that serves the Devil in the place of God. But, I must be quick to add: 
these things are both possible and likely to a people who have known God with 
intimate love and have turned away from Him. Whether we wish to admit it or not, 
America has turned a deaf ear to God and has focused on licentious sins of the flesh and 
conscience. How long will God withhold His hand of Judgment? That will be 
determined in God's own discretion, however, you can be sure that our Lord will not 
tarry forever. 
 
            The Feast of Trumpets is introduced in Leviticus 23:24-25. When the Trumpet 
sounded, the Children of Israel were to drop all labors and personal devices and 
proceed immediately to prepare Sabbath to the Lord. Later, the people dropped all 
labors and headed for the Temple for worship. The time is coming as illustrated in 1 
Cor 15:52 above when the Trumpet shall sound and we shall all be gathered to go into 
the Holy Temple of God in Heaven. 
 
            Let us pray that each of us will be ready and approved of God at the sounding of 
that Trumpet which can be on any day, and any season. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to the Family of God, and God bless you. 

Jerry L. Ogles 
 
Thanksgiving Messages  

from around the Anglican Orthodox Communion Worldwide 
 
Dear Bishop Jerry Ogles, 
  

Happy Thanksgiving Day to you, your family and all dear members of AOC in 
USA. 
  

Rt.Rev.Dr.Ernest Jacob 
Bishop of AOC in Pakistan 
======== 
Happy Thanksgiving to the entire Orthodox Anglican Communion!  Buck Shuler  
======== 
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Dear Bishop Jerry, 
Happy thanks giving day to You, Your Family and all our brothers and sisters in AOC in USA.  
  
God bless our American Father :) 
_______________________________ 
Vlc. dr sc. Djurcik, Igor†  
Arhidjakon -namesnik Mitropolita AOC i episkopa SAD 
Dekan Teoloske akademije "Sveti Timotije" 
  
ANGLIKANSKA ORTODOKSNA CRKVA 
Crkva Svetog Luke 
R. Srbija 
Mob: 061/627-49-04 Skype: igordurcikphd 
www.anglikanskaortodoksnacrkva.rs 
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Thanksgiving Day 
 
Thursday brought us Thanksgiving Day; a day known primarily for the excess 
consumption of food in the company of all available family members.  Sometimes we 
forget the origin of the thanksgiving in Thanksgiving Day.  While we are, or certainly 
should be, grateful to God every day for the wonderful world, country and family He 
has given us, this is the day our country has set aside to give thanks to God.  Not thanks 
in general, but thanks to God.  If you look at other countries and other times, you 
cannot be but thankful to God we live here and now.  The list of things to be thankful to 
God is endless.  If nothing else, give thanks you are here now and able to praise Him.   
Here is the start of our family list of things for which we are fortunate and give thanks 
for: 
 

• God's love for us; 
• Our great country; 
• Our families; 
• Our military who protect our freedom at great cost to themselves and their 

families; 
• Our church; 
• Our friends (that would be each of you) 
• Our health; 
• Our earthly great fortune; 
 

Surely your list is similar. 
 

The propers for Thanksgiving Day are found on pages 265-266: 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

The Collect. 
 

 MOST merciful Father, who hast blessed the labours of the husbandman in the 
returns of the fruits of the earth; We give thee humble and hearty thanks for this 

thy bounty; beseeching thee to continue thy loving-kindness to us, that our land may 
still yield her increase, to thy glory and our comfort; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Epistle for Thanksgiving Day uses one of our favorite phrases “superfluity of 
naughtiness” and comes from the Epistle of St. James, the First Chapter, beginning at 
the Sixteenth Verse.  James counsels us, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”  God is the perfect source of good.  What 
is good is of God.  Through His Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, we have been given 
instructions on how to act.  Many of us have listened and claim to be followers of 
Christ.  But James warns us, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man be-holding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth 
his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”  With so much about us, 
we need ask, what is it to do the work of the Lord?  The answer is simple, “Pure religion 

O 
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and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 
 
Being able to fluently and glibly talk the talk is meaningless, if you will not walk the 
walk.  You have to fulfill with your body the promises you made with your mouth. 
 

o not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of his own will begat he us with the 

word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: for the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. Wherefore lay apart all filthiness 
and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is 
able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 
man be-holding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, 
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer 
of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is 
vain. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 
The Thanksgiving Day Holy Gospel came from the Sixth Chapter of the Gospel 
according to Saint Matthew beginning at the Twenty-Fifth Verse.  Jesus tell us to “Trust 
in God and Dread Naught”.  He reminds us that by worrying, none of us can add even 
one cubit, or one second for that matter, to the span of our life here on earth.  In a very 
graphic example He points out that not even the raiment of Solomon, the most glorious 
of all kings, could approach the beauty of a lily, who toiled not at all. Do as God asks, 
put your faith in Him and all you need will come to you.  Understand, this means doing 
as He asks, not just sitting by and watching the world go by.  Note the words of James 
in the Epistle. 
 

esus said, Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than food, and the body 
than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 

gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
they? Which of you by being anxious can add one cubit unto the measure of his life? 
And why are ye anxious for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the 
field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore be not anxious, saying, What shall we eat? or, 
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do 
the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. Be not therefore anxious for the morrow: for the morrow shall 
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
 
 

D 

J 
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Sermon – Rev Hap Arnold – Time and Action 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

The Collect. 
 

 MOST merciful Father, who hast blessed the labours 
of the husbandman in the returns of the fruits of the 

earth; We give thee humble and hearty thanks for this thy 
bounty; beseeching thee to continue thy loving-kindness 
to us, that our land may still yield her increase, to thy 
glory and our comfort; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect acknowledges in effect God hast blessed the efforts of the workers as shown by 
the things they produce from the natural resources God provided and that we give thanks for this 
great harvest of useful things, food and others, and that we pray God will continue to guide us 
and help us so we can stay prosperous and happy to show how great He is and for our own 
comfort, by the way. 
 
In his Epistle, James tells us all good is of God and if we are of God, we will act of God.  
Saint Matthew reminds us we should not worry about how things will be or what we 
will do.  Remember, the line of time stretches from the unknowable past to the 
unfathomable eternity of the future.  But, we humans here on earth live only today.  
Today is where God’s finger touches that line of time.  Just do what we are supposed to 
now.  For yesterday will never come again and tomorrow will never get here.  If we do 
not act today, it will not be done.   
 
Few thinking people would dispute the rather obvious fact our country is in real 
trouble.  More than it has ever been before.  With the exception of the Civil War, in the 
past our threats have been external.  We were able to come together around a common 
core and eliminate the threat.  Today, our enemy is among us and attempting to divert 
people from our common core values. 
 
Make no mistake, this has been a Judeo-Christian country since it was first inhabited, 
read General Washington’s proclamation regarding Thanksgiving.  From the beginning, 
people came here to worship in freedom, the greater part of them serious Christians, 
almost all nominal Christians owing their heart’s allegiance to our Lord.  But, almost all 
in the end feeling their world would be best served with freedom of religion.  None 
looked for freedom from religion.  Even the very few agnostics valued the Christian 
religion as the only one suited for a Republic. 
 
Christians are exhorted to pray hard, love hard, work hard and yes, play hard.  We are 
not to be slothful in any thing, but moderate in all things.  To be respectful, conservative 
and happy.  We are not to be a burden on others, if possible. “…if any would not work, 
neither should he eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3)  
 
But, what do we find today?  People being exhorted to do what feels good, accept all 
behavior as deserving of equal consideration and respect, to take it easy, to accept the 
handouts instead of working.  To be slothful, disrespectful, immoral and illiterate.  All 
this by our government and its minions.  
 
What is the result? 

O 



 
Page 7 

 
Record levels with regard to: 
 

• Our country’s respect level at its lowest since 1776; 
• Increased crime; 
• Inflation; 
• Poverty; 
• Unemployment; 
• Suicides; 
• Illegitimate Births; 
• Cohabitation and Serial Habitation; 
• Unhappiness! 

 
So, what is the cure?  Follow God’s instructions. 
 
What can you do? 
 
Act!  Action, not diction is the key! 
 
Act on those right next to you.  Spread the Gospel to the person next to you.  It is your 
job!  It is God’s commandment.  Start with yourself and work outward. 
 
Accept nothing less that your best from you.  Maintain a positive attitude, encourage 
your family to maintain a positive attitude.  Attend church, so you can be around 
people with the right ideas at least once a week.  Work with members of your church to 
stabilize their lives.  Hope for the best, prepare for the worst.  Remember, we all die.  
There are none so poor as cannot purchase a noble death.  Act like today is your last 
day.  Do what must be done.  Accept nothing less from yourself.  Encourage your 
friends and family. 
 
God gave us a job to do.  We must not fail.  The country may survive, it may not.  That 
is not our concern.   I took an oath of office well over forty-four years ago agreeing “I 
will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take 
this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I 
will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. 
So help me God.”  Now is not the time to stop. 
 
The oath of office I took lays out our job pretty clearly.  We must do what we can to 
insure our country is here for the future.  That means bring people around to the side of 
God.  We need to be on His Side.  God is never on our side, He expect us to come to His 
Side.  The country’s problems all stem from a failure to follow His Directions.  So, one 
person at a time, we need to bring people over to His Side.  Start with you and work 
outward.  If one out of a hundred of us had brought one person to His Side, things 
would be different soon. 
 
Start today!  Read Scripture every day.  Figure out what at least one verse means.  It will 
take a while, but you have the rest of your life to complete your study.  Figure out what 
God wants you to do and do it.  Try to pay your own way everywhere.  If someone 
must owe, let others owe you.  Do your part.  Be part of the economic solution, not the 
problem.  Remember, debt is not your friend.  Be vigilant in protecting your civil rights.  
Do not surrender civil rights for temporary and illusory security.  Take the time to talk 
to others and try to help them understand how much more freedom and hard work can 
bring compared to “free things” from a plantation government.  Support free enterprise 
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and this country.  Remember you are free because of the blood shed on your behalf by 
those who have gone to war to protect you.  Do not give up the freedom they died for. 
 
Do not despair!  All is not lost.  And, if all were lost, there would still be no room for 
despair, rather one last charge. There is a lot to be done.  Go forth and do His Work.  
 

This is a great country; not because God was on our side,  
but rather because it has always been on God’s Side.   

Let it stay that way! 
 

First	Sunday	in	Advent	
 
Today was the First Sunday in Advent.  This is the first day of the new “liturgical 
year”1, a New Year’s Day, so to speak.   
 

 
 
On Point 
Someone asked, where do the quotes come from?  The answer is from the people who 
uttered them.  But, how did you find them?  Oh, that.  Some from Bishop Jerry, many 
from Rev Bryan Dabney, a few from other places, some from Rev Geordie Menzies-
Grierson, but overall mostly from Bryan.  He always has some great ones to share.  On 
to the On Point quotes – 
 
Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not... seeing his 
days are determined, the number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his 
bounds that he cannot pass. 

Job 14:1-2, 5 
 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, 
and from the words of my roaring? 

Psalm 22:1 
 
The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous. 

Proverbs 15:29 
 

                                                
1 If you would like to know what the liturgical year is all about, there is an explanation near the end of 
this report. 
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Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the 
Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 

Malachi 3:1 
 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel. 

St. Mark 1:15 
 
Dost thou believe on the Son of God? He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I 
might believe on him? And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he 
that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 

St. John 9:35-38 
 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

II Corinthians 5:10 
 
Those that will not labor cannot expect to eat. 

Matthew Henry 
17th and 18th century English pastor and author 

 
If you are a son of God, I beseech you to walk worthy of your Father’s house... to 
honour him in your life... by implicit obedience to all his commands, and hearty love to 
all his children. Labour to travel through the world like a child of God and heir of his 
glory. Let men be able to trace a family likeness between you and him that begat you. 

JC Ryle 
19th century Anglican bishop and author 

Are You Ready For The End Of Time, p. 179 
 
Under Socialism, it is the spectre of demographics that haunts Europe. It is dead 
children, no longer killed in factories or protests, but in clinics and for convenience’s 
sake, that float aimlessly through the streets of Munich, London and Paris. Europe is no 
longer haunted by its dead, but by those who were never born. Socialism has left 
behind a terrible bill and there is no one left to pay it. The population is crashing in 
every Western country... The state replaced the family. It told men and women that they 
no longer needed to make permanent commitments... So long as they paid their taxes, 
the state would bear the burden of their commitments. And so men and women gave 
up on each other, parents gave up on their children and children on their parents, the 
family fell apart and now the state that took its place is also falling apart... When a 
civilization destroys its families, then it destroys itself. A man cannot cut out his own 
heart and live. A society cannot destroy its own capacity for life and regeneration, and 
continue... Like Saturn, the progressive revolution has devoured its own children 
leaving behind only the empty hallways and empty treasuries of the state. 

Daniel Greenfield 
21st century American commentator 

Twilight of the Family, 6-1-14 
 
If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will go on prospering and 
to prosper; but if we and our posterity neglect its instructions and authority, no man 
can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury all our glory in 
profound obscurity. 

Daniel Webster 
19th century American senator 
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The Alinsky tactics celebrated and used by the radical Leftists from the President down 
to the lowliest media stenographer are excellent at attacking law-abiding organizations 
and groups, but they have a fatal flaw; Alinsky tactics only work when they are used by 
the corrupt to target the equally corrupt. These vicious Marxist political tactics may run 
the distinct risk of triggering an unpredictable, potentially violent response when 
applied against the citizenry itself. 

Bob Owens 
21st century American commentator 

Bloody Calculus, 4-4- 13 
 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 

The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister. 
 

The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 

Today, the propers for today can be found on Page 90-92: 
 

The First Sunday in Advent 
The Collect. 

 
LMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and 
put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy 

Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal, through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
now and ever. Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be repeated every day, after the other Collects in Advent, until Christmas Day. 
 
The Epistle for today comes from Paul’s letter to the Romans, starting at the Eight Verse 
of the Thirteenth Chapter.  Paul tells us to be self sufficient, but love and care for one 
another, do not commit adultery, do not murder, steal or lie.  But more than that, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”  For, if you love your neighbor, you will do no ill to 
him.  “Therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.”  We need to do this today, because the 
time of “our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 
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light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.”  We hear often “The end of the 
world is near.”  And it may well be.  But for each of us, this world’s end comes when 
we leave for the next.  Have we treated our fellow beings as Jesus commanded us in 
God’s name?  Because in the answer to that is hidden the key to our next life. 
 

WE no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath 
fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt do no 
murder, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not 

covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this 
saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. And that, knowing the time, that 
now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not 
in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 
envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof. 
 
Today’s Holy Gosel came from the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the Twenty-
First Chapter, beginning at the First Verse.  It is the story of Palm Sunday when Jesus 
came triumphant into Jerusalem.  Jesus sent “two disciples, saying unto them, Go into 
the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with 
her: loose them, and bring them unto me. And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall 
say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. All this was done, 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter 
of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt 
the foal of an ass.”  This was done that the prophecy of years gone past might be 
fulfilled of a triumphant entry of the Messiah into Jerusalem.  The people expecting a 
Prince of this World, “spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from 
the trees, and strawed them in the way. And the multitudes that went before, and that 
followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. And when he was come into Jerusalem, all 
the city was moved, saying, Who is this? And the multitude said, This is Jesus the 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.”   Rather than assuming the crown of this world, “Jesus 
went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 
and said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye 
have made it a den of thieves.”2 
 

HEN they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the 
mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, saying unto them, Go into the 
village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt 

with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. And if any man say ought unto you, ye 
shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. All this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the 
daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, 
                                                
2 Sometimes quoted as a reason for the church not to have rummage sales, the sellers were thrown out as 
they were cheating the people, selling the one legged sparrow in the morning as a “perfect specimen of 
an unblemished dove” without fault for a sacrifice, then reselling the same sparrow in the afternoon.  
They were indeed making the temple a den of thieves rather than a place of worship. 
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and a colt the foal of an ass. And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 
and brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him 
thereon. And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down 
branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. And the multitudes that went 
before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. And when he was come into 
Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? And the multitude said, This is 
Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. And Jesus went into the temple of God, and 
cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers, and the seats of them that sold doves, and said unto them, It is 
written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of 
thieves. 
 

THE EXHORTATIONS. 
¶ At the time of the Celebration of the Communion, after the prayer for the whole 

state of Christ’s Church, the Priest may say this Exhortation. And Note, That the 
Exhortation shall be said on the First Sunday in Advent, the First Sunday in Lent, 
and Trinity Sunday.  

 
EARLY beloved in the Lord, ye who mind to come to the holy Communion of the 
Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ, must consider how Saint Paul exhorteth 
all persons diligently to try and examine themselves, before they presume to eat 

of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with a true penitent 
heart and lively faith we receive that holy Sacrament; so is the danger great, if we 
receive the same unworthily. Judge therefore your- selves, brethren, that ye be not 
judged of the Lord; repent  you truly for your sins past; have a lively and stedfast faith  

in Christ our Saviour; amend your lives, and be in perfect charity with all men; so shall 
ye be meet partakers of those holy mysteries. And above all things ye must give most 
humble and hearty thanks to God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the 
redemption of the world by the death and passion of our Saviour Christ, both God and 
man; who did humble himself, even to the death upon the Cross, for us, miserable 
sinners, who lay in darkness and the shadow of death; that he might make us the 
children of God, and exalt us to everlasting life. And to the end that we should always 
remember the exceeding great love of our Master, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus 
dying for us, and the innumerable benefits which by his precious blood-shedding he 
hath obtained for us; he hath instituted and ordained holy mysteries, as pledges of his 
love, and for a continual remembrance of his death, to our great and endless com- fort. 
To him therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, let us give, as we are most 
bounden, continual thanks; submitting ourselves wholly to his holy will and pleasure, 
and studying to serve him in true holiness and righteousness all the days of our life. 
Amen.  
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Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays. Today’s sermon starts off with the collect, and 
like always, it will give you a lot to consider in your 
heart. 
 

Sermon Notes 
First Sunday in Advent 
Saint Andrews Anglican Church - Enterprise, Alabama 
29 November 2015, Anno Domini 
 

The First Sunday in Advent 
The Collect. 

 
LMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 

armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in 
which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be repeated every day, after the other Collects in Advent, until Christmas Day. 
  

HEN shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and 

five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 
But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, 
they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed 
their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are 
gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and 
you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to 
buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: 
and the doorwas shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open 
to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 
(Matthew 25:1-13) 
  
            Advent heralds a great COMING of Christ - both as a baby at Bethlehem, and as 
King of Kings returning at His second Advent to receive the saints and to judge the 
world. But ADVENT also symbolizes another type of COMING - the coming of 
believers to Christ and to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb of God. 
 
            As with all of the Parables of Christ, I love this one. The Words of Christ are full 
of life! Each time I read the Gospels, and especially the Parables, a new and meaningful 
insight presents itself as it does with all Scripture. Once, again, the central theme here is 
of a marriage supper – an event extremely important in imparting the importance God 
attaches to the estate of matrimony as well as to His Church as the Bride of Christ. Only 
the closest of friends and family are invited to participate in Marriage suppers. 
 
            We observe in today’s text two different kinds of character and two different 
outcomes that ensue from each. 
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            This is a Parable of the Kingdom of Heaven. It is a picture, if you will, of the 
existence in the Church of those who are burning and sincere followers of Christ, and 
those who are only nominal Christians who make no preparation or study to be 
accepted of God. These are the two different kinds of hearts that are depicted. The 
lamps represent those hearts and the oil, the grace and love. The virgins represent the 
purity of doctrine and faith in the church. The Bridegroom, of course, is Christ. It is true 
that all of the oil in the world will not benefit us unless we have used it to fuel the FIRE 
of our Light. There is a subtle reference also to two doors – an open door, and a shut 
door. 
 
            Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, 
and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. So far, 
we have ten virgins whose appearance seem very similar, but those qualities not seen – 
such as wisdom and fool-heartedness – do not appear by simple observation.  Perhaps 
more than 50% (and most certainly so) of all professing Christian fall into the latter 
category of being foolish. But they all subscribe to the same faith and truth of the 
Gospel. They appear righteous. They are good moral people for they are virgins. The 
church is comprised of both wheat and tares. The tares APPEAR to be wheat. They 
grow where the wheat grows. In every way, the tares look like wheat in texture, in 
color, and in size. So many Christians may have an intellectual assent of Christ, but they 
lack the oil and fire of true faith. They look like Christians. They talk like Christians. 
They attend church every Sunday. But they are lacking the testimony, love, faith, and 
grace of a true follower of Christ. The only Bible they know is that read by the minister 
or Lay Reader. They have hearts, but nothing to fuel the fire of faith in those hearts. 
Both the true Christians and professing Christians go forth to meet the Bridegroom. But 
five have a problem. 
 
            They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them. Can you receive 
Christ in your heart but not love? These foolish virgins (professing Christians) took 
their hearts to Christ, but they did not allow Christ to enter those hearts. The oil that 
could have been purchased by Bible study and faithful service is lacking. Those who 
seem to strictly keep the commandments are often those whose hearts are the most 
devoid of love. 
 
            But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. The wise virgins had made 
preparation for this expected moment. They had purchased oil and carried it in vessels 
to take with their lamps. We cannot follow Christ in darkness. These wise virgins were 
not at all casual in their faith, but earnest and sober. 
 
            While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. Note that all ten virgins 
slumbered and slept while the Bridegroom tarried. Those of mild conviction slept 
alongside those who took their faith seriously. We all need sleep. Because of their lack 
of real faith, the foolish virgins were able to sleep not expecting the Bridegroom. The 
wise virgins, because they DID have faith, slept in peace because they had peace in their 
hearts toward God. 
 
            And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him. The custom in Israel was for a man to seek a bride for his son. When a suitable 
bride was found, a meeting would be arranged for the young man and young woman 
to meet. They would meet at the home, and with the girl and her parents, of the young 
lady. There would be a cup of wine prepared on a table around which the company 
gathered. The boy and girl would chat a bit. After a while, if the boy found the girl 
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acceptable to his liking, he would drink from the cup. The girl, if she found the 
prospective bridegroom acceptable, would drink from that same cup! That exchange of 
sups from the cup formally signified the betrothal of the couple. The son would then go 
to his father’s place and build a residence for his bride under supervision of the father. 
This may consume a period of one, two, or more years. When the father believed the 
provision constructed for the bride was acceptable, he would send the son to fetch the 
bride. 
 
            The bridegroom would send his groomsmen to fetch the girl. The hour was 
usually irregular for the sake of surprise, and most often at, or after, midnight. One of 
the groomsmen would sound a trumpet near the girl’s home. This was the signal the 
bridegroom had sent for her. She and her bridesmaids would need to grab whatever 
bags and provisions desired and rush out to meet the bridegroom. How like that is the 
manner in which Christ will return for His Bride! Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed. (1 Cor 15:51-52) 
 
            The point here is that the true worshippers must be ready at all times to go with 
Him. There will be no time to set our affairs in order once the trumpet sounds. 
 
            Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. See how similar are the actions 
of both groups of virgins! They BOTH arose, and they BOTH trimmed their lamps – the 
foolish virgins were going through the motions still of being prepared, but they were 
NOT! 
 
            And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. Those 
who are lazy and slovenly will always beg to enjoy the fruits of preparation of others. 
But in actuality, the wise virgins could not share their oil. There was only enough for 
themselves. That is true of faith. The faith of the most faithful mother in the world 
cannot be granted to a son to save him. We must all come to Christ by grace through 
that faith! But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you. The 
wise will always ensure that their faith is sufficient to receive sufficient grace. 
 
            …but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. Buy the word and sell it 
not! Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. (Isaiah 55:1) The 
wise virgins knew that it would be too late to purchase the oil and still meet the 
bridegroom, but they answer courteously and out of sympathy. If they did share, they 
knew that the oil would run out and both would be lost. 
 
            And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage. Only those who are ready will go with Christ when He comes. It will 
be then too late to study, to nurture faith, to love more, and to trust God. These wise 
virgins went into the marriage through and open door. That door will open for those 
who are worthy through the imputed merits of Christ. …..and the door was shut! The 
door was open for those who were prepared and ready, but shut immediately behind 
them. 
 
            Now we come to the SHUT DOOR! Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us. How seemingly tragic that many Christians will sit in church week 
after week and appear real and true Christians. The church door ahs always been open 
to them but, now, the door is shut in their faces at the end. They have put up a good 



 
Page 16 

front. They have worshipped God with their lips, but their hearts are far from Him. 
Who shut the door? Was it the wise virgins? No, it was not. It was God who shut the 
door. Man has not the authority to shut the door of salvation on any man, but only God. 
Remember Noah and the Ark God commanded him to build. When the time was come, 
the Lord commanded Noah, not to GO into the Ark, but to COME into the Ark. Do you 
notice the important difference. Where God is, that is the place of safety. Where the 
bridegroom is, that is the place of blessing. And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and 
all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. (Gen 7:1) So 
Noah went into the place of safety – the Ark. Then, after Noah entered the Ark, what 
happened? Did Noah shut the door of the Ark? No, man has no authority to close the 
doors of mercy on mankind – that is the prerogative of the Lord. ….and the LORD shut 
him in. (Gen 7:16b) 
 
            But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. If we do not take the 
effort to know Christ very well as intimate friend, Savior, Redeemer, and Sovereign, he 
will not know us either. For friends to be close, each party must know the other 
intimately. How tragic will it be to hear those words from the mouth of Christ! 
 
            Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh. There are a lot of pseudo-prophets today attempting to determine the exact day 
and time of Christ’s return. Why is it so important to them? Perhaps it is the money 
they make in selling books with such sensational predictions. But, perhaps a more 
important reason is that they do not desire to serve God  We presently. They prefer to 
hedge their bets and live according to the lust of their flesh for now, and then, as their 
presumed day arrives for Christ’s return, they will clean up their act, so to speak. It is 
the will and intent of God that we know not the hour or day of His return. We are to 
watch and pray our lives each day as if that were the day of His Coming. 
 

I like what Horatius Bonar, an old-time minister and hymn writer of the Free 
Church of Scotland, says about this Parable: 
 
           “THE oil is the Holy Spirit. Oil he is likened throughout all Scripture, though in some 
places to fire and water, to wind or air. But it is as the light-giving oil that he is specially spoken 
of here; and the lack of him, as such, makes the difference between the foolish and the wise ; 
having not the spirit. (Jude, verse 19.) Thus a man may be very like a Christian, and yet not be 
one. He may come very near the kingdom, and yet not enter it. He may have all the outward 
features of a Christian, and be lacking the main one. He may have the complete dress of a saint, 
and yet not be one. He may have a good life, a sound creed, a strict profession; he may be one who 
says and does many things excellent; he may be a subscriber to all the religious societies in the 
land, a member of all their committees, or a speaker at all their meetings, and a supporter of all 
their plans; he may profess to be looking for Christ's coming, and going forth to meet the 
Bridegroom, and yet not necessarily a Christian. He may lack the oil the Holy Spirit. A religion 
without the Holy Ghost profiteth nothing. There is the religion of the intellect, of the sense, of the 
fancy, of the flesh, of the creed, of the liturgy, of the catechism, of nature, of poetry, of sentiment, 
of mysticism, of humanity; but what are these without the Spirit. Christianity without Christ 
what would that be? Worship without God what would that be? So religion without the Holy 
Spirit what would that be? Go to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. Not to men, or churches, 
or ministers, but to Christ. Go to him. He is exalted to give it, and he will. Apply to him ere it be 
too late. (Horatius Bonar) 
 
            Do we possess this oil? Do we have fire to cause the oil to provide light? 
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            Well, you may aver, "I have not received an invitation to this Wedding Supper of 
the Lamb!" How can you believe such a preposterous claim? You have received an 
engraved - no, GRAVED - invitation cut into the flesh of our Lord - on His back, His 
brow, His hands, His side, and His feet by nine-inch spikes. "But I cannot read that 
invitation" you claim! Really, now? Have you not read:  27 All things are delivered unto me 
of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 28 Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light. (Matt 11:27-30) 
 
            Of course, one must be fluent in the language of Heaven to understand this 
invitation and passport to Heaven as a naturalized (adopted) citizen. To whom will 
God the Father grant admission to the Marriage Supper of His only Begotten Son? The 
mystery is hidden in the concluding clause of verse 27 above: " . . . .neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him." When we 
approach the Door for admission, we must be introduced to the Father by the Son. Do 
you KNOW Him? 
 
Rev Jack Arnold’s Sermon 
Church of the Faithful Centurion - Descanso, California 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly 
contained in the forewords above.  
 

The First Sunday in Advent 
The Collect. 

 
LMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away 
the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of 

light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the 
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal, through him who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 
 
¶ This Collect is to be repeated every day, after the other Collects in 
Advent, until Christmas Day. 
 
Today’s Collect, like almost all of them, starts out asking God’s Grace, His Help, His 
intervention to allow us to turn our backs on evil and our own desires that we might 
make His Desire our desire.  If you will understand how much we fall short in our 
“natural” desire, you will understand that to cast off the works of darkness and don the 
armour of light, we must turn to Christ, who came to visit us, born in a simple and 
humble inn in Bethlehem.  As His manner of birth, we must be humble as well, not 
boastful and proud like the rich3, but meek and lowly, to embrace light and cast off the 
works of darkness.  Though He came in a rather humble manner, He shall return in a 

                                                
3 It is not that worldly wealth is, in and of itself, bad, but rather the attitude it can bring, one of self-worth 
beyond that which is correct.  Wealth often brings to us a “better than thou” attitude, which soon turns to 
“Holier than thou.”  The kind of thing that was referred to when Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”  Mark 10.25 
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glorious and majestic manner, a rather stark contrast to His original incarnation, leaving 
no doubt who has come to lead us.  
 
We must embrace the lightness and reject the darkness. We do this by allowing the 
Holy Ghost into our hearts, to shine the light in our hearts and expel the darkness. Only 
then can we truly don the armor of light. We need to train our brains and minds and 
souls in this way, so that we can act for Christ. We have been called to do these things, 
as sons and daughters of God, but only with a conscious effort on our part to accept 
Him and more importantly to listen to Him, can we do these things. To do these things 
we have to live it.  
 
This point brings us straight to the Epistle. Paul tells us that we need to live the life we 
aspire to.  He cautions us to not borrow for what we do not need that we might owe 
others nothing but our love.  That way we will not have a worldly obligation to any 
who might hold that over us to influence our path away from that Christ set out for us. 
We ideally owe no man anything but that of our love.  Paul asks us to love our 
neighbors, by love he means to take care for them as we would for ourselves or our own 
close relations.  Not necessarily to “give” them money, but to help them in self-
sufficiency that they might prosper both in soul and body.   

 
This takes us right into the Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  We must not be for God 
in speech only, but in deed.  When Jesus came into this world, He came knowing the 
true purpose of His coming, He came knowing how He would leave, He came knowing 
the cost at which our souls would be accounted at perfect.  The story of Palm Sunday is 
the same as that of the Nativity.   For on Palm Sunday, there was joy in the crowd at the 
arrival of the Savior, much as there was in the stable at the arrival of the Child Jesus.  
Yet, many in the very same crowd who cried “Hosanna” on Palm Sunday were there 
early on Good Friday.  For what did they cry then? 
 
“Crucify Him, Crucify Him!” 

 
Pilate asked for them to cry for mercy, they cried for vengeance on their Lord and 
Savior! 
 
A swift 180° turn from “Hosanna to the Son of David.”  How quick are men to turn 
upon that of a good thing. As Charles Spurgeon said "It is an astounding thing and a 
proof of human depravity that men do not themselves seek salvation. They even deny 
the necessity of it and would sooner run away than be partakers of it."  This is due to 
our natural inclination to choose the fruit of death rather than the bread of life, which 
comes from the Baker of Life, Jesus Christ.  
 
I was reading Genesis 40 a while back with my parents and it struck me how the tale of 
the baker and the butler of the Pharaoh, with each with three days to their eventual 
fates, was a parallel to Christ.  Why the two had differing fates is not clear in Scripture, 
but for certain Christ is the Baker of Life, and who in three days arose from the dead to 
have conquered death. The Bread of Life is Christ’s sacrifice for us, and every time we 
partake of it in Holy Communion and listening to the Gospel and the Epistle, we must 
always remember the cost of our freedom from death. Also with the cost comes 
conditions, namely that we profess Christ as Our Saviour and to put Him first in our 
lives, love God with all our heart, soul and mind, and love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have heard this before in the Summary of the Law. This is what the Law of God 
condenses down to, and this is what all our laws that we set forth must be based upon, 
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for there is no other rational or foundational base so great and solid as Christ. He must 
be the Chief Cornerstone in our lives, if our lives are to have any meaning. There are 
those who He is not chief in, and they are those who may vainly profess His name with 
their lips, but not in their actions. This is a great sorrow for them. They have not kept 
the Word of God in their hearts, though they may shallowly profess it with their lips. It 
is action and not diction that counts! 

 
We must not be like them.  We must put on the great Armour of Light and to reject our 
former lives of sin and vanity. We must switch from our old selfish lives to a new 
unselfish, Christ filled life.  It is something that we always will be struggling with, but 
God never gives up on us. We can be comforted by this assurance that He will never 
give up on us. We just have to never give up on Him and do our very best to follow 
what he says. As long as we repent from our sin and turn back to God in our private 
prayers and devotion, he will wipe our slate clean. I know I have a hard time keeping 
on the straight and narrow path, so I am glad He left the Scriptures to guide us. 

 
Through following His Word and Instructions, we shall be given a greater reward than 
anything existent on the Earth; past, present or future, that gift of immortal life, life for 
all eternity, that will outlast this physical world. To don the armour of light is not 
merely putting it on, you have to utilize it, and utilize the helmet, the buckler and 
sword (Scriptures and Christ’s teachings).  You need the whole complement of 
weaponry to go into combat with the Prince of Darkness in this fallen world. And you 
not only need the complement of weaponry, but we need to train with these weapons. 
The best way is to be reading Scriptures regularly and discussing the meaning of it with 
your fellow believers. This way you can ingrain the Scriptures in your heart and be 
ready to do battle with those who follow the Prince of this World. 

 
Make no mistake, we are engaged in a World War with the Prince of Air, the Prince of 
this world for the souls of men, starting with our own, a World War which which has 
been going on since the beginning of time. But we know the ending is in our favor for 
certain, for the Book of Revelations tells us so. 

 
As individuals we may not experience victory here on earth. We may struggle with 
problems in this world and our own, our whole lifespan on this planet. We may not 
know that savor, but we know that in the end, He will be victorious as we know the 
Savior.  We will win, for we are on His Side. 

 
Cast off the dull worn robes of darkness, which lack luster, give no warmth, protect not 
from the heat, and put on the shining glorious armour of light.  So kitted up, we walk in 
light, not in darkness where we may stumble and fall.   Unlike moths, for us light is life, 
not the destruction of darkness. 

 
Come, put on the Armor of Light and go forth to destroy that last enemy, death! 

 
Heaven is at the end of an uphill trail.  The easy downhill trail does not lead to the 
summit. 
 
The time is now, not tomorrow.  The time has come, indeed.  How will you ACT? 
 
It is by our actions we are known. 
 

Be of God - Live of God - Act of God 
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Roy Morales-Kuhn, Bishop and Pastor - St. Paul's Anglican Church - Anglican 
Orthodox Church 
Bishop Roy is pastor of the biggest AOC parish West of the Mississippi and is in charge 
of the Diocese of the Epiphany.   
 

First Sunday in Advent  
Casting away the works of Darkness 

Psalm 46 • Isaiah  28: 14 – 22 • Hebrews 12: 14 - 29 
29 November 2015 

 
The First Sunday in Advent 

The Collect. 
 

LMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may 
cast away the works of darkness, and put upon 

us the armour of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when 
he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal, through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Our scripture passage reading from the prophet Isaiah speaks volumes.  There so many 
illustrations and concepts packed into these nine verses you could have at least three 
maybe four sermons based on them.  Let us try to see the overall theme and the concept 
of ‘casting away the works of darkness’ as encapsulated by the collect for this First 
Sunday in Advent.  We now understand the prophets of the Old Testament when they 
were pointing down the halls of history to the coming Savior and Messiah. We 
understand that the people of the time just before Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
were being called to repentance. They were to prepare their hearts for the coming 
Savior of the world, Jesus Christ the Lord. Think about the scripture phrase “prepare ye 
the way of the Lord”.  That was a spiritual preparation. That was a call to cast away the 
works of darkness that had covered the land of Jesus birth since the last prophetic 
utterance some 400 years earlier.  Now was the time to put on the armor of light, to see 
that Jesus Christ came in great humility; a babe in the manger so many centuries ago. 
“Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness...”  
 
A Covenant of Death 
Isaiah writes of a covenant of death that has been made by the people of Jerusalem, a 
scornful people of lies and falsehood, hiding from the Lord. He calls them out. He tells 
them that the Lord has done one better for all their works of darkness. Isaiah call out 
those who are hiding in the refuge of lies, those who are in agreement with hell, they 
who are in a covenant with death. He tells them to ‘hear the word of the LORD.’    We 
may assume that Isaiah is just chastising those people at the time.   Think about this for 
a moment.  Are we not also living in a time with a covenant of death?  What is 
unrestricted abortion? Is that not a covenant of death?  Yes, it is the law of the land, but 
remember in other cultures down through the ages, various forms of human sacrifice 
was also the law of the land.  I think that the Lord justly calls us out for the covenant of 
death that we are living with, the execution of the innocent, the snuffing out of millions 
of babies. How do we justify it?  We hid under the lies of such ideas as ‘health of the 
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mother, not bringing the baby into a world of poverty, want or what ever’.  All 
convenient lies and falsehoods. Let us examine our own time to see if we deserve the 
chastisement of the Lord.  Repent America, before it is too late.    
 
A Foundation of Truth and Life. 
The Lord has provided a foundation stone, a tried, precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation. 
 

The preciseness of this stone is found in the laying of a line, similar to a ‘snap’ line of 
today and a plummet or plum line. The pull of gravity make it sure, straight and true, it 
always points to the center of the earth. If we look at it, pointing to the center of Truth.   
 

Now what will happen to those who are hiding?  The judgment that we so richly 
deserve will sweep away the refuge of lies, the waters of righteousness will overflow 
the hiding places where those who practice darkness are hunkered down. 
 

Now comes a great promise. The covenant with death is disannulled, the agreement 
with hell is knocked down, those who practice this evil will be trodden down. 
 

All those who do these evil things will face the Lord. He shall rise up, his anger will be 
against those who do evil and his work, strange to those who do not know him will be 
brought to bear. 
 
The Lord will not be mocked, he will be heard.  Verse 23 reads: Give ye ear, and hear 
my voice; hearken, and hear my speech.   In other words, you have been warned.   
 

                                   Turn from your wickedness and live. 
 
Let us pray: 
 

 GOD, merciful Father, who despisest not the sighing of a contrite heart, nor the 
desire of such as are sorrowful; Mercifully assist our prayers which we make 

before thee in all our troubles and adversities whensoever they oppress us . and 
graciously hear us that those evils which the craft and subtilty of the devil or man 
worketh against us may, by thy good providence, be brought to nought; that we thy 
servants, being hurt by no persecutions, may evermore give thanks unto thee in thy 
holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  O Lord arise help us and deliver us for thy 
Name’s sake. Amen. 
 

E humbly beseech thee, O Father, mercifully to look upon our infirmities; and, for 
the glory of thy Name, turn from us all those evils that we most justly have 

deserved; and grant, that in all our troubles we may put our whole trust and confidence 
in thy mercy, and evermore serve thee in holiness and pureness of living, to thy honour 
and glory; through our only Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

✟ 
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Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon 
We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon.  If you want people to come to The 

Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live the 
truth.    This is really a good piece and I commend it to your 
careful reading. 
 

First Sunday in Advent  
 
In Paul’s letter to the Romans he admonishes us to cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light (v. 12b). 
Today, we are beginning a new church year. Advent is a time for 

us to consider not only our Lord’s first appearance as a babe born in Bethlehem; we are 
also called to look for his return to rule and reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. 
While there are those within the body of Christ who may view the Advent season as a 
time to maybe start attending church a bit more often in preparation for Christmas (you 
know, they’re just getting into the spirit of the season). Still, there will be some who will 
not bother to come to terms with the truth of what ails them as they are sinners in God’s 
sight and are in dire need of his forgiveness. Unfortunately for these folk, such things 
will not enter their minds.  
 
Now we who are born again of the Holy Ghost have an obligation to make ourselves 
right with God because we have been bought with a price which has been stamped paid 
in the blood of our Lord. He has called us to become new creatures and to, cast off the 
works of darkness which are unfruitful and ungodly.  
 
Sin complicates our lives both with others as well as with God. You cannot truthfully 
say that you are in good standing with another individual if you will lie to them, or 
cheat them, or steal from them, or covet their possessions. Likewise, we cannot have 
fellowship with the Godhead if we are engaged in such behaviors because God has 
identified them as sin.  
 
The Devil entices all to sin by making it pleasurable for us to break God’s 
commandments. He has crafted a variety of lures which— like those of a proficient 
angler— are designed with one purpose in mind and that is to ensnare as many souls as 
he can and trap them in a life of sin. He also has another purpose: to keep those whom 
he has ensnared away from us— the fishers of men (St. Matthew 4:19)— as we will offer 
them the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ who can free them from the devil’s grasp if 
they would only repent and believe. Satan’s efforts present a difficult challenge because 
we are not nearly as smart, or sophisticated, or as wily as our adversary. He has been at 
this game for a very long time, and he has had a great deal of success using his various 
crafts and techniques. With that in mind, how can we ever hope to succeed against him 
on our own? Without God’s help we are powerless against our ancient foe.  
 
The Bible tells us that greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world (I St. John 4:4). 
We are not alone in our walk and witness because we have the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter present with us and abiding in us (St. John 14:16-17). We have God’s assurance 
that once we are his, we cannot be taken out of his hand (St. John 10:28). Many will go 
through this life in a state of fear, but God’s perfect love casteth out fear (I St. John 4:18). 
The Devil and his minions desire that we live in fear and cower in anxiousness; while 
God would rather us to go forward victorious knowing that we have been saved by our 
Lord’s triumph over sin and death. He expects us to be confident in that knowledge in 
order that we might be more effective in our efforts to cast off the works of darkness 
and encourage others to do likewise.  
 



 
Page 23 

As this new church year dawns, please keep in mind that as servants of the most high 
God, we have been called to a great purpose. We have not to been called to engage in 
the excesses of the flesh, neither have we been left without guidance in the way ahead. 
God will provide for our sustenance and our continuance as faithful members of the 
body of Christ so it is up to us to walk in the light bearing the whole armour of God as 
described in Ephesians 6:10-18. We should stand as a good soldier in Christ girt about 
the loins with truth (v.14); with the breastplate of righteousness (v.14b); and shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace (v.15).We should take up the shield of faith (v. 
16); and put on the helmet of salvation (v. 17a); as well as take up the sword of the Spirit 
(v.17b). Finally we are able to bring to full utility our spiritual amour through the power 
of prayer, for as St. James noted in his epistle: The effectual and fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much (5:16). As we are temples of the Holy Ghost, our prayers 
and petitions will be heard as we have God’s abiding Spirit operating within us and 
urging us to bring them to God’s throne of grace in the name of his only begotten Son. 
Prayers said in humble recognition that God is our keeper and the lover of our souls 
opens the way for us to then truly confess our sins and seek his divine forgiveness for 
them. When we are thus cleansed, we are then made ready to don our armor and do 
battle for that is our calling and our labor in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
There seems to be an unending stream of trouble before us, but in spite of it all, we 
must remain confident in who we are and in whom we have placed our faith. The 
unregenerate will run to and fro seeking answers from anyone other than the very God 
of creation. Nevertheless, as faithful believers in Jesus Christ, we must keep our minds 
and hearts fixed on him and his purpose for us regardless of what others do.  
 
So many people are hurting because of a host of troubles which seems to embrace the 
whole of the here-and-now. While we cannot fix all that is broken in their lives; 
nevertheless, we can give them the testimony of him who came into the world to bring 
salvation unto all who would believe on his name and trust in his word. But in order for 
us to have any success in this great cause, we must first cast off the works of darkness 
and don God’s armour of light. We cannot hope to bring the message of salvation to 
others if we do not have it ourselves.  
 
It is my prayer that this season of Advent will bring to each of you hope and joy in 
believing. And that as it unfolds and Christmas approaches, each of you will fully 
embrace the truth of God’s word written so that you might effectually communicate the 
same to those who are still in their sins and trespasses; that they too might cast off the 
unfruitful works of darkness and come into the glorious light of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Make that your prayer today as well.  
 
Let us pray, 
 

 HOLY and gracious God, we thank you for the truth of thy word written; that we 
may ever be so disposed to hear and heed it; and may thy will be done in our lives; 

that we, being filled with thy most holy Spirit, will cast off the unfruitful works of 
darkness so that the true light of Christ will shine forth to all through our example; for 
these things we ask in the name of him who came to free us from sin and death, even 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Have a blessed week, Bryan+  

 
After Church Hospitality 
We would like some pictures of your after service gatherings.  Come on! Help out! 
 

O 
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People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Anglican Orthodox Church was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 
blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Anglican Orthodox Church 
to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer card at 
your church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 
 
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 
Travel 
Charlie McCormack is on travel to the Sacramento area to have Thanksgiving with his 

son and family. 
 
Move 
The Thomas Family is now in Okinawa for a second short tour.  Please pray for this new 

assignment to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the kids to make new friends.  
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Wedding 
William and Melanie Arnold were married on 10 October 2015.  Please pray they will 

grow together as one in our Lord.  
 

Birthday 
Ali Esquivel celebrated her 27th birthday on 22 November 2015. 
 

Mary Garcia celebrated her 78th birthday on 10 November 2015. 
 

Jack Arnold celebrated his 23rd birthday on 26 October 2015. 
 
Remembrance 
Kenneth Wayne Ogles, Bishop Jerry’s younger brother, was killed in action on 16 

February 1967 in the Ia Drang Valley during combat 
with First Platoon, Company C, First Battalion, Eighth 
Cavalry Regiment, First Air Cavalry Division in a 
pivotal battle of the Vietnam war at the age of 19.  
Kenneth joined the National Guard at age 17 and 
immediately transferred to the active Army’s First 
Cavalry Division.  He wanted to make a difference, to 
do his duty to God and Country and protect the 
innocent people of South Vietnam.  He gave all that 
we might be free.  Please join us in remembering his 
service and sacrifice, as well as the hurt that it cost the 
entire Ogles family, the sacrifice and pain is no less 48 
years later.  Remember Kenneth the next time 
someone wants you to give a little freedom for the promise of safety or comfort. 

 
Departed 
LTC Bernie Coogan passed away on 19 November 2015, after a stroke near Christmas 

time.  He had recovered pretty well, but other 
complications set in.  Please pray a prayer of 
thanksgiving for Bernie’s time here on earth and 
for trust in God and comfort for those who remain 
behind.  Pray in for particular for his wife JoAnn, 
daughter Rebecca and son Chad that they might 
adjust to the temporary separation. 

 

Jose Miranda passed away on 16 November 2015, in 
hospice care as a result of kidney failure, gangrene 
and other organ failures.  Please pray for Jose, his 
wife and daughter for strength and trusting in 
God's plan as he prepares to leave this world for 
home. 

 

Nearing the end of their time here on earth 
Dick has a metastasized Merkle Cell carcinoma just under his sternum carcinoma for 

which all treatment has been exhausted.  He is in hospice now.  His faith in the 
Lord is great and he is ready to be with Him.  Pray he, his wife Jenifer and family 
will keep their trust in our Lord and his time here on earth with his family will 
be good; pray also for a good passage to home. 

 

Mrs. Tiffany (90) has chosen to refuse extraordinary care as it will not gain much earthly 
time.  The Tiffanys have been together for a long, long, long time. Pray for Mrs. 
Tiffany and her husband as together they begin this Journey to be with their 
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Lord. 
 

Charles has tonsil cancer; his treatment was stopped in June 2015.  The tumor was too 
large and prevented surgery. Charles is unable to ingest nutrition and he is in a 
great deal of pain Please pray for him as he prepares to go home to be with his 
family who have gone before him. Please pray for comfort, understanding, 
strength and guidance for Phil and his family who will of necessity remain 
behind. 

 

Phil was taken off life support on 2 April 2015. Please pray for him as he prepares to go 
home to be with his family who have gone before him. Please pray for comfort, 
understanding, strength and guidance for Phil and his family who will of 
necessity remain behind. 

 

Maggie is nearing the end of her time here on earth. Please pray for Maggie and her 
husband Dub as she prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone 
before her.  Pray for the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good. 

 

Alan is a victim of metastasized colon cancer already destroying his liver. His youngest 
sister has put aside her hard-earned career to care for her brother in these days 
on earth. Please pray for him as he prepares to go home to be with his family 
who have gone before him. Please pray for comfort, understanding, strength and 
guidance for Alan and his family who will of necessity remain behind. 

 

Saundra is in ICU with congestive heart failure after a heart operation.  She is aged and 
frail.  Saundra is near the end of her time here on earth.  Please pray for comfort, 
understanding, strength and guidance for Saundra and her family who will of 
necessity remain behind.  Pray for the love of God to stay foremost in their 
hearts. 

 

Polly is in hospice care with dementia and spinal stenosis.  Please pray for her as she 
prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for 
the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good.   

 
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Gemma Dillinger has been treating for breast cancer for over a year now, after surgeries, 

radiation and chemotherapy, she is reaching the limit of her tolerance with no 
end in sight.  Please pray for her to gain strength and ground on the cancer.  
Help her to continue with her faith in our Lord, she is not afraid to go home, but 
wants to make sure it is time.  Pray she will be encouraged to not give up until it 
is her time to go and that her time here on earth with her family will be good. 

 

Janet has had a blood borne cancer for several years.  Her faith in the Lord is great and 
he is ready to be with Him.  Pray she will be encouraged to not give up until it is 
her time to go. 

 

Holly has had Colon Cancer, Breast Cancer and now it is in her spine. Please pray for 
guidance for the medical personnel treating Holly, for a miraculous remission; 
that Holly’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  Help Holly and her 
family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their sadness, fear, worry and 
terror.  Pray for strength and courage for Holly. 

 

Tim was on a kidney transplant list and started dialysis and was taken off the transplant 
list for a heart problem that required stents, while putting in stents a leaking 
valve was found. A port was put in and something happened and it has to be 
redone. In several days he will have a valve replaced, after heart surgery and 
recover he will go back on the transplant list. Please remember him in prayer in 
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the days and weeks ahead.  Pray he will put his worry on God’s shoulders so he 
might be at peace and rest.  Pray for those treating him that they might pay 
attention and do their best. 

 

Marilyn has been diagnosed with non-operable pancreatic cancer. Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that Marilyn’s remaining time here on earth might be 
good.  Help Marilyn and her family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry 
their sadness, fear, worry and terror. 

 

June found she has a recurrence of colon cancer, which is now Stage Four, that is it has 
spread.  Please pray for a miraculous remission; that June’s remaining time here 
on earth might be good.  Help June and her family put their trust in the Lord and 
let Him carry their sadness, fear, worry and terror. 

 

Cindy has been diagnosed with an aggressive malignant brain tumor. Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that Cindy’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Cindy and her family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their 
sadness, fear, worry and terror. 

 

Leon McKay suffered a stroke a few weeks back that has left him unable to speak and 
while undergoing evaluation the doctors also found he has a very aggressive 
cancer. Please pray for a miraculous remission; that Leon’s remaining time here 
on earth might be good.  Help Leon and his family put their trust in the Lord and 
let Him carry their worry. 

 

Rev. Thomas Brooks is not improving and being kept alive by artificial machines. Please 
pray for a miraculous recovery and if that not be God’s Will, a rapid passing to 
home. Help Thomas’ family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their 
worry 

 

Ronnie has kidney cancer that has spread and the surgeons are very concerned. Please 
pray the medical team to formulate a successful treatment plan and for a 
miraculous remission; that Ronnie’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Ronnie and family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 

Levi was cancer free for 4 years and just discovered he has kidney cancer. Levi has a 
great deal of faith and said whether he is healed or God takes him home he will 
be fine. Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to their best and 
for a good outcome.  Pray also that Levi and family will be able to put their 
worry on God’s shoulders.  In particular, please pray for pain relief; Levi is 22 
years old. 

 

Ray Daley is a member of the Royal Canadian Legion and served his country during the 
Korean War era. Ray is taking chemotherapy treatments for cancer. Meanwhile 
his son Trevor is in the hospital in a coma and seems to have lost the will to live.  

 

Pat has been under treatment for colon cancer for sometime.  He has had major 
complications the last few days and your prayers will be appreciated by family 
and friends. 

 

Dorothy had pneumonia, on checking her lungs they found tumors which permeated 
the lung area.  Further investigation found a primary site in the colon, with the 
lung being secondary.  It would appear there is no viable treatment at this time.  
Please pray for a miraculous remission; that her remaining time here on earth 
might be good.  Help Dorothy and her family put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry. 

 

Becky has fourth stage metastasized lung cancer and is not doing well with 
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chemotherapy treatments.  Please pray for Becky and her husband as they are 
together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 

Jane has fourth stage cancer and is not doing well.  Please pray for Jane and her family 
as they are together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 

Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to 
one of her lungs.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 

 

Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving 
chemotherapy and is having difficulty eating.  Please pray for the medical team 
treating her to pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in 
our Lord for Christine and her family. 

 

Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 

Homebound or Infirm 
John has Alzheimer’s; pray he will call on God to help him as he deals with this time in 

his life. 
 

Steve, brother in law of Paul Martin, appears to have early onset dementia.  Steve had 
teenage children and is very concerned for them.  Please pray for the disease to 
stall or abate and for peace of mind for Steve and his family. 

 

Emma Lee is in a Nursing Home and while moving her she was dropped and her femur 
was broken. She was operated on and her femur was repaired and she is in rehab.  
She is not responding well and your prayers will be appreciated. 

 

James is on oxygen all the time, this is bothersome to him and terrifying as well.  Please 
pray for James to put his worry, his bother and his terror on the Lord.  Pray for 
strength and guidance for James and his family.  They suggest this verse, “I am 
thine, save me, for I have sought thy precepts.” 

 
Joan has had serious medical problems that have kept her confined. Please pray her 

health will remain stable. 
 
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 

with both dementia and Alzheimer’s.  She is slowly drifting away, though she 
still recognizes Sara and prayer gives her a sense of peace.  Please pray for both 
Sara and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they 
can deal with the many problems involved.  

 

Surgery 
John underwent a biopsy on 19 October 2015.  He had been weakening this entire year, 

then developed pneumonia. While in the hospital for the pneumonia they 
discovered several problems including this one.  Please keep the doctors, nurses 
and technicians helping him in your prayers that they might figure out what to 
do to help him, pray for John and his family that they might keep their trust in 
the Lord and let him carry their worry and concern. 

 
Marcia has had a biospy of a mass in her breast which indicated a tumor that must be 

removed. Pray the surgical team will be open to guidance, pay close attention 
and do their very best.  Pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Marcia and 
her family. 
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Edware is having his fourth back surgery (in the last four years) Please pray for the 
medical team to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray 
also that Edware and his family will be able to put their worry on God’s 
shoulders. 

 

Jeff has been undergoing surgery, chemo and radiation since October for pancreatitis 
and Pancreatic cancer. Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to 
their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Jeff, his wife and family will be 
able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Albert had a pacemaker installed recently. He will require surgery soon for a leaking 
heart valve and has just been told he has esophageal cancer. Pray he will turn to 
God and come to know Him on a more personal basis as the days go by. 

 

Jane underwent heart valve repair surgery on 3 July 2014. Please pray for full recovery.  
Pray also Jane and her family to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Mario has early-diagnosed prostate cancer and had surgery. Pray for complete 
remission and that Mario and his family will be able to put their worry on God’s 
shoulders. 

 

Eddie has upcoming bladder surgery.  Please pray for the surgical team to pay attention 
and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Eddie and family will be 
able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Testing and Treatment 
Glenn Porter, MAJ USMC Retired, has Interstitial Pulmonary Fibrosis, which causes him 

to be unable to get enough oxygen into his system without supplemental oxygen 
all the time.  The only real treatment is a lung transplant, without a transplant he 
has between two to five years here on earth.  Please pray for him to continue in 
his faith and for a set of lungs to become available. 

 

Kathy Cardin appears to have macular telangiectasia, a degenerative eye condition 
which ultimately results in blindness for which there is no apparent cure.  Please 
pray for the physicians treating her to be guided in their assessment and 
treatment plan, for no loss of vision and trust in the Lord for her, her husband 
Ron, as well as the rest of the family in this worrisome time. 

 

Eileen Jacob wife of Bishop Ernest Jacob in Pakistan, has idiopathic facial paralysis due to 
hypertension.   She has, by God’s Grace, avoided a major stroke.   Please pray for 
the physicians treating her to be guided in their assessment and treatment plan, 
for a full and speedy recovery to good health and for trust in the Lord for her, 
Jacob and their daughter Erma, as well as the rest of the family in this worrisome 
time. 

 

Pat has an aneurism of the brain, Pray she will make the right decision on how to treat 
this problem and it will be healed. 

 

Gwen Savarese (Sandy Patton’s mom) had what was thought to be a min-stroke this 
week, when they looked at her carefully, they found a large mass, thought to be a 
tumor.  At this point, it appears it can stay.  Please pray for continued guidance 
for the medical team treating Gwen and patience and trust in God for Gwen, her 
husband and family.  Pray also for a full recovery for Gwen. 

 

Dan is very sick with cancer and is starting an experimental treatment.  This treatment 
will take Dan away from their family business and put even more stress on him 
and his family.  Please pray for Dan’s wife who is meeting with Steve who plans 
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to keep the family business going while Dan is ill.  Pray for Steve as he has many 
new responsibilities. 

 

Timothy has brain cancer. He had surgery and is waiting for the pathology report to find 
out what kind of chemo he will need.  Please pray for continued guidance for the 
medical team treating Timothy and patience and trust in God for Timothy and 
his family.  Pray also for a full recovery for Timothy. 

 

Mike Wysocki has a fluid buildup due to unknown reasons.  He is being given diuretics 
which seem to reduce the fluid buildup.  Please pray for continued guidance for 
the medical team treating Mike and patience and trust in God for Mike and his 
wife Wendy.  Pray also for a full recovery for Mike. 

 

Melanie Zimmers was hospitalized for a serious stomach area bleed on 15 September 
2015; this is on top of heart problems.  She had an angiogram on 10 August 2015, 
which turned out clear, but there are problems.  Her heart’s has only a 20% 
ejection fraction, with no symptoms.  They hope medications can get the fraction 
to above 45 percent or mechanical changes will have to be made.  Please pray for 
continued guidance for the medical team and patience and trust in God for 
Melanie and her family, particularly her husband Mike.  Pray also for a full 
recovery for her. 

 

Helen was admitted from her doctor's office 15 July 2015, as the result of a blood test, to 
the University of Pennsylvania Hospital with an extremely high white blood 
count. She and her husband are very active in the ministry of their church and 
are asking for believers to pray for them and their family, as they are facing very 
serious problems in the days to come.  Please pray for guidance for the medical 
team and patience and trust in God for Helen and her family.  Pray also for a full 
recovery for her. 

 

Vickie has been falling and passing out and hurt herself. Pray the medical team treating 
her will find out the problem and bring it to an end. 

 

John Thornell, Colonel, USMC Retired Pilot is recovering from a heart related event which 
began on Tuesday 19 May 2015, when he noted some chest pain while playing 
golf.  He skipped lunch and went home for a nap.  About 0100 the next day, fully 
recognizable chest pain developed, four aspirin, one EMT battle (in which the 
losers apparently got the rights to bring John to the wrong place), one full on 
back from zero paddle battle,  two surgeries and three stents later, John is in ICU 
wanting out, but because his blood pressure is so low (he is a runner, turns out it 
is just like it was a month ago) they don’t want to let him out.  Please give thanks 
for all this coming together so John is still with his family here on earth.  Pray for 
continued guidance for the medical team and patience and trust in God for John, 
his wife Linda and kids Skyler and Remi.  Pray also for a full recovery for him. 

 

Steve Thornell is undergoing cancer treatment at University of California Irvine, please 
pray for continued guidance for the medical team and patience and trust in God 
for Steve and his family.  Pray also for a full recovery for him. 

 

Red Thornell has mass in his neck, which appears likely to be cancerous.  He has had a 
biopsy on 22 May 2015 and expects the results after a PET scan on Tuesday 26 
May 2015.  While there is an infection, his temperature is now normal; he is not 
for he sleeps 19-20 hours a day.  Please pray for trust in our Lord for Red and his 
wonderful wife Vickie as they try to get through this nightmare. 
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Elma has been suffering with headaches for a long time.  Doctors have not been able to 
discover the reason for them. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 
Elma and her family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people caring 
for her that they might find the best treatment method to banish the headaches 
completely. 

 
Corissa has been diagnosed with a blockage.  As soon as the Physicians determine the 

exact problems they expect Major Surgery will proceed. 
 
Barbara Apple was more or less bedridden after a fall.  She was hospitalized in great pain 

and had been transferred to a skilled nursing facility where they hope to be able 
to control the pain level.  Pray for inspiration for those caring for her that they 
might find the appropriate treatment.  Please pray for Barbara to put her trust in 
the Lord, look to Him for strength and for her to gain energy so she does not lose 
the mobility she has; pray for a full and rapid recovery.  Please pray also for her 
husband Bob who is taking care of her that he might be comforted and 
strengthened in this time of stress. 

 

Bob Apple was at the hospital picking up his wife Barbara to bring her to the skilled 
nursing facility when he experienced chest pain.  Barbara’s release from the 
hospital was delayed until Bob underwent an angiogram and had his medication 
adjusted.   Please pray for comfort and strength for Bob and his continued 
healing. 

 

Deborah has had a stroke, she is doing much better and out of the hospital. She has a 
problem with anemia and is taking supplements for that. Pray our Lord will be 
close to her and her family. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 
Deborah and her family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
caring for her that they might find the best treatment method to allow her to heal 
completely. 

 
Rev. Steve Boardman has been diagnosed with stage 3 cancer. Pray that Jesus will be close 

and comfort his family and members of his congregation. 
  
Hang So Ryu has cancer. Please pray for medical team contemplating and evaluating the 

treatment that they might be guided to the correct choice and do their very best. 
Pray also for peace of mind and trust in God for him and his family, as well as 
physical strength. 

 

Olivia, age 7, has been diagnosed with Stage 3 Lymphoma. The prognosis is good at this 
time, please pray for medical team contemplating and evaluating the treatment 
that they might be guided to the correct choice and do their very best. Pray also 
for peace of mind and trust in God for Olivia and her family, as well as physical 
strength. 

 

Paul has been hospitalized recently several times because of persistent high fevers. He is 
being tested and checked by physicians and seems to have a slight scoliosis, a 
node and Schuermann’s disease.  Please pray it will be discovered how to treat 
these problems and healing will begin so he will be inspired to continue his 
education. 

 
Carol Anne needs God’s comfort and healthy test results as she is anxiously undergoing 

tests related to previous hysterectomy and experiencing symptoms in the 
surrounding area. 
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Jennifer has some lumps on the right side of her neck; they have grown and multiplied. 
In the last few months she has been having problems swallowing. Jennifer has an 
appointment with specialist in several weeks to try and discover what it is. She is 
having a great deal of anxiety as she waits for her Doctors appointment and will 
appreciate your prayer for anxiety and health. 

 
Rick has heart problems.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating him 

that they might pay attention, do their very best and make the right 
recommendations regarding treatment.  Pray for help for Rick and his wife 
Wanda to keep their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 
Clay has melanoma.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating him that 

they might pay attention, do their very best and make the right 
recommendations regarding treatment.  Pray for help for Rick and his wife Pam 
to keep their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 
Atina has been diagnosed with skin cancer, which turned out to be a melanoma. A 

routine CT scan found a 9mm (3/8 inch) lesion in her left lung.  The melanoma 
appears to be spreading; they need to remove the offending tissue and test the 
sample.  Pray for guidance for the medical people treating her that they might 
pay attention, do their very best and make the right recommendations regarding 
treatment.   Atina’s faith is being tested, she has difficulty in praying and 
accepting the outcome, she wants what she wants and is perplexed about her 
faith in Jesus.  Pray for help for Atina to keep her trust in the Lord and let Him 
carry her worry. 

 
Evelyn has been diagnosed with bone cancer.  Pray for guidance for the medical people 

treating her that they might pay attention, do their very best and make the right 
recommendations regarding treatment.  Pray for help for Evelyn to keep her 
trust in the Lord and let Him carry her worry. 

 
Stacy has Multiple Sclerosis and was hospitalized for what turned out to be food 

poisoning.  Pray for trust in God for Stacy and Chris as they deal with Stacy’s 
illness. 

 
Liz Strauch had a pineal cyst, which in the end responded well to a surgical draining last 

year.  Since November 2013, similar symptoms have returned.  A CT Scan turned 
up what is thought to be either a new cyst or an enlarged pineal gland.  More 
testing, including an EEG is in the works.  She can no longer work. Pray for 
strength, courage and understanding for Liz and her family, in particular her 
husband Ken and sons Caleb and Nathan; as well as for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment and 
allow Liz to heal completely. 

 
Faye is in the hospital because she is weak has been receiving blood transfusions. Pray 

for strength, courage and understanding for Faye and her family; as well as for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best 
course of treatment and allow Faye to heal completely. 

 
Tom has heart and kidney problems. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 

Tom and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people treating 
him that they might find the best course of treatment and allow Tom to heal 
completely. 
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Harold has had a severe stroke.   He is now home, but his family is looking for a 
rehabilitation facility to help him recuperate.  Pray for strength, courage and 
understanding for Harold and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the 
medical people caring for him that they might find the best treatment method to 
allow Harold to heal completely. 

 

Joe has had a preliminary ALS diagnosis. Pray the final diagnosis will something that 
will allow him to continue taking care of his devoted young family.  Pray for 
strength, courage and understanding for Joe and his family; as well as for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 

Mark Wilson’s breathing seems to be under control at present, he is getting oxygen, 
which is a huge blessing for which he is grateful.  Pray for God's guidance for the 
doctors and medical people treating him that they might figure out a way to treat 
him that will work and not adversely affect other parts of his body, particularly 
his oxygenation levels, kidney and liver function.  Please pray for peace of mind 
and trust in the Lord for Mark, as well as for his family. 

 

Preston is reacting poorly to recent neck surgery and now has problems with his liver 
count; Physicians feel that dialysis will help. There may be a blockage in the 
bowel and an operation might be necessary.  Please pray for the medical team to 
pay attention and to their best to determine how to help Preston and for a good 
outcome.  Pray also that Preston and family will be able to put their worry on 
God’s shoulders while Preston does his best to facilitate a return to good health. 

 

Erica has a non-malignant Brain Tumor which cannot be surgically removed due to the 
size and location.  They are going to attempt chemotherapy. Please pray for 
peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Erica, as well as for her family, and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best 
course of treatment. 

 

Brenda is in the hospital because of bleeding on her brain. Please pray for peace of mind 
and trust in the Lord for Brenda, as well as for her family, and for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 

Mackenzie is a young girl with leukemia. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the 
Lord for Mackenzie, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 

Mack has had diabetes most of his adult life. Circulation in his legs is very bad and 
doctors are considering amputation. Please pray his medication will help and he 
will not face amputation. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Mack and for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might 
find the best course of treatment. 

 

Michael has been diagnosed with lung cancer recently after making it through gastro 
intestinal cancer last year. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Michael and his wife Gayle; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating him that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 

Adriano is in the hospital due to high sugar and high blood pressure. He is very weak 
and will appreciate your prayers. 

 

Heather recently found out she has cancer.  Please pray for peace of mind for her and for 
the medical team treating her will be guided to the right solution. 

 

Jim has had an aneurism and blood clots. Pray that healing will come. 
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Georgia has liver and pancreatic cancer. The doctors are evaluating whether to do 
surgery and how to tackle the disease. Georgia is a faithful Christian and 
appreciates your prayers. Pray for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating her that they might find out the source of the problem and best course of 
treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and trust in God for Georgia and her 
family. 

 

Lana’s doctor found something on her lymph nodes and ovaries. Pray for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find out the source 
of the problem and best course of treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and 
trust in God for Lana and her family. 

 
 

Healing  
Dennis will begin chemotherapy for an active cancer spot on his spine on 17 September 

2015.  Please pray for a good result and tolerance of the treatment for him. 
 

Vickie has been bothered with Migraines and all that go with the headaches.  Please 
pray for relief from the pain for Vickie. 

 

Amelia Perez had a small stroke on 11 July 2015 and drove herself to the emergency 
room, she was admitted for three days, had her carotid artery opened up and is 
recovering.  Amelia’s faith and spirit are strong.  Please give thanks for the 
progress so far, for her continued and full recovery and her faith to continue to 
support her.  Pray also for her family who are still quite worried for her. 

 
Jon has Stage 4 mantle cell lymphoma  There is good news in that he is in remission; 

however the chemotherapyis producing neuropathy in  his legs so that it is a 
challenge for him to get around. Please pray that he will be as comfortable as 
possible; he has been a Marathoner runner so this is especially difficult. 

 
Margaret, from California, fell and broke her on 7 July 2015, while visiting her daughter 

in Arizona. She will stay in Arizona for the rehabilitation and return to her home 
when able. Furthermore, Margaret is in good spirits; however she will be away 
from her church family which is important to her for an extended period of time. 

 

Cindy is very ill, she is young and has children, she and her family need your prayers 
that they might stay close to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ as she heals. 

 

Diana, age 15, broke her leg while in school and now has a cast on. Pray she will adjust 
and be healed soon  

 

Amy has melanoma in her lungs, liver and kidneys; they have found a treatment for her 
that has a high success rate however the side effects are debilitating. Please pray 
she will be able to tolerate the side effects and the treatment is successful.  Amy 
has full trust in the Lord, but would still appreciate your prayers. 

 

Debbie is just beginning chemotherapy for cancer of the lymph nodes.  Prayer she will be 
able to tolerate the therapy acceptably and remain strong as she remembers the 
Lord is with her at all times. 

 
 

Liz had a massive stroke at age thirty-seven. The prognosis is good but she has a long 
road ahead. .  Please pray for guidance for those treating her, for trust in our 
Lord for Liz and her family, for healing. 

 

Ebick is suffering from a severe ulcer but the Doctors cannot give her the proper dosage 
of the medicine due to her six month pregnancy.  Please pray doctors will find an 
alternative avenue for treatment or that God will provide. 
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Stan is going through chemotherapy and radiation treatments for cancer. He is elderly 
and the treatments are tiring him.  Please pray for his wife Marvelene as they do 
this together. 

 
Meg recently found out she had heart problems causing low blood oxygen levels, loss of 

focus resulting in an emergency room crisis. As a result of the symptoms she 
made errors on the job that caused her to lose her job. She is grateful for the 
excellent medical care she has received and optimistic, feeling with God's 
intervention in her life her health may be reversed and a new job will become 
available. 

 
Donald is in the hospital and had his leg amputated on 14 April 2014. Pray he will adjust 

and healing will begin. 
 
David has many concussions and unable to go to school, read books, watch TV and has 

headaches and migraines. He has trouble sleeping and his family will appreciate 
your prayers for this 10 year old young man. 

 
Gladys has breast cancer and has had a lumpectomy. She needs to take a year off of her 

work to have chemo treatments. 
 
Alwin Jack has had a stroke and recently has had a relapse.  Please pray for those who 

treat Alwin that they might chose the best possible treatment and pray for peace 
of mind for Alwin during the recovery phase. 

 
Carolyn has Multiple Sclerosis with complications. Pray Carolyn and her children will 

be close to our Lord Jesus Christ as they and family members help to ease the 
problems. 

 
Gil Garcia has been in the Long Beach VA Hospital for eight months now and hopes to 

get out before Thanksgiving.  It is quite a trip for Mary, so please pray he will 
recover fully and quickly.  Pray for strength for Gil and his wife Mary as they 
deal with the stresses of Gil’s paraplegia and the general aging process. 

 
Mary Garcia had surgery, she is home, but not healing as well as she hoped.  Please pray 

for her continued healing. 
 
Bill had malignant growth removed from a lip last month and seems to be experiencing 

a re-growth of the cancer.  He asks your prayer for the medical team treating him 
and for peace of mind for himself. 

 
Hank has osteoporosis, which has caused him a great deal of pain and inconvenience in 

the past few years. Pray for his healing and that his medical bills will be met. 
 
Evelyn is an elderly woman who has had problems with her eyes and is now blind. It 

appears some sight will return shortly, pray for that to happen! 
 
Joanne has begun kidney dialysis as a result of kidney failure due to extensive 

chemotherapy. Additionally she cares for an adopted drug addicted baby who is 
now nine years old.  Please pray for her to keep her faith, to let the Lord carry her 
worry and concern and to give her strength.  Pray also for those treating her that 
they might pay attention and do their best. 

 
Mr. N. Anand is in the hospital and is seriously ill. He is being encouraged to pray for 

repentance of his sins and to depend upon our dependable God for a cure and 
recovery of his health. Pray that he will be a strong witness for Christ. 
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Jacob has been going through some dental procedures and has some pain and 
aggravation with the numbness. Please pray for comfort and strength for him, as 
well as for guidance for the medical team treating him that they might pay 
attention and do their best. 

 
Bud and his wife for their continued welfare and enthusiasm.  Bud has been advised of 

an aneurism in his heart of a size not mandating immediate surgery.  This comes 
at a time when he has sole care of his wife who recently broke two vertebrae and 
thereafter sustained pneumonia. 

 
Virginia has Sinus and Allergy problems giving her severe problems.  Pray that the 

Doctor will discover why it continues and find a cure. 
 
Steve Thornell had a brain aneurysm, which was found before it burst.  He is home from 

the hospital and working hard on recovery. He lacks energy from seven days in 
the hospital.  His doctor told him he has to make serious life changes. One of the 
two main arteries in the back of the head is now completely closed.  He must 
take blood thinners, he has thick blood and recent chemotherapy made it worse.  
Steve has always operated at 110 percent, he needs help to slow down.   Please 
pray for trust in the Lord and a full and rapid recovery.  Pray for peace of mind 
for Steve and his family. 

 
Arlen is receiving treatment for lung cancer and recently experienced a ruptured colon 

during treatment. She is alone in Oregon but does have a friend who has traveled 
a great distance to be at her side. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Arlen. 

 
Oscar discovered some time ago he had blood clots in his leg and lung.  He has been 

treated for them and has not been cured. He now will be facing surgery.  Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

 
Angela had an ischemic stroke (clot). Please pray for guidance for the medical team 

treating her and for strength and trust for Angela. Please pray also that she and 
her family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard 
towards recovery.  

 
Nora had a stroke mid February 2013. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 

treating her and for strength and trust for Nora. Please pray also that she and her 
family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard towards 
recovery.  

 
Linda has been hospitalized for several days with a gastrointestinal problem.  Please 

pray for guidance for the medical team treating her and for strength and trust for 
Linda. 

 
Dester is suffering from unknown skin and diseases.  Please guide the medical team 

treating him to find out what the problem is and cure it.  Pray also for Dester to 
trust in the Lord. 

 
Lee has Arterial Fibrillation, sheis doing much better and she and her family thank you 

for your prayers. Her pain level is high and some medications have bad side 
effects. Please continue her in Prayer in the weeks ahead as she heals. 

 
Nell recently adopted two children and has just been diagnosed with multiple myeloma. 
 
Mary Lou has been suffering with seizures. She was in the hospital with a 24 hour 



 
Page 37 

monitor and is being sent home from the hospital with two medications and 
orders to return in 2 months for another MRI to review whatever is going on in 
her brain.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating her, as well 
as peace of mind and trust in God for her and her family. 

 
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital.  She has been diagnosed with 

colitis, shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and 
begin to heal. 

 
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy.  This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and 

they do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she 
is indeed ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the 
truth and be supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will 
find the right measures to minimize the disease.  Most particularly pray for 
Rachel’s trust in God. 

 
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for 

peace of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease.  She has not come 

out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples.  Her 
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue. 

 
George had foot surgery.  Please give thanks for the surgery and pray for a full and 

rapid recovery. 
 
Nellie is in the emergency room of a hospital in a great deal of pain.  Please pray for 

peace of mind for her and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 

Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further 
anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation 
treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also 
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 

Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011, to remove a 
tumor.  Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for which we are all 
grateful, including taking chemotherapy once a day for one more year.  He has 
decreased the consumption of alcohol and eating at least mostly properly.  Please 
pray for help for him to continue do all this.  Please pray also that Bill might turn 
his heart outward to help those around him, as well as live a long and healthy 
life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for peace of mind for Bill and his 
wife Sara. 

 

Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) has had another chest infection, perhaps viral, this one is pretty 
bad.  Please pray for her full and rapid recovery and for her ability to breathe to 
return quickly.  Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay and her 
family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 

Matt Alcantara, age 16, came back with ZERO SCANS again in August 2014!  Matt has 
Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal form of cancer with 
limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 percent fatal in a 
couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks and swims!  
Courage?  Guts? You bet! Please also give thanks for the great faith of Matt and 
his entire family.  Their faith and trust is a wonderful example for each and every 
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one of us.  But, now is not the time to stop praying.  Actually, it never is the time 
to stop praying! 

 

Judith Clingwall is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 
Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
has worsened recently. Please pray for her to take an active part in her own life, 
for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God and remission of the disease so she 
might return home to her family.  Pray also for strength for her husband Martin 
as he deals with all the problems and stress of Judith’s situation. 

 

Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 
in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 

Healing and Patience 
Diane spent a month in the hospital because of an inability to breath., due to Chronic 

Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) apparently from chronic bronchitis. She 
is home, still very weak and learning to live with this progressive disease. Pray 
she will let the Lord help her be calm in her new circumstances and that healing 
will come. 

 
Kym (43) has various hip problems which seems to be related to osteoarthritis.  And, her 

mother Ruth is in the early stages of dementia.  Pray for guidance for those 
treating both of them, as well as patience and trust in the Lord for both of them. 

 

Christopher has had problems with his leg for some time.  Now he has to have it casted 
and it will stay that way for what to him seems an interminable time.  Pray for 
patience and peace of mind for this young man who has much he wants to do. 

 
James for the Lord’s healing of health issues and give a remedy for many personal 

challenges at the moment 
 
Thanksgiving and Continued Healing  
Shamu had surgery on 20 October 2015, for a disruptive colon.  Please give thanks for 

the successful surgery and pray for her full and rapid recovery.  She is having 
some problems with post surgical infection, please pray for that to be overcome 
and pray also for her to continue her trust in our Lord as she goes through this 
difficult time. 

 

Terry was undergoing radiation treatment for cancer, which he had to stop to amputate 
his leg below the knee due to diabetes.  The surgery was successful, he has been 
fitted with a prosthetic leg and foot.  He is in good spirits and positive about the 
remainder of his treatment.   Please join Terry and his family in giving thanks for 
the successful surgery and continue to pray for his return to radiation treatment 
and then to chemotherapy, ask God to give Terry, his wife and seven year old 
son trust in him for peace of mind and heart, as well. 

 
Cynthia (Cindy) Olufson (Melanie Zimmer’s sister) had surgery to remove Harrington 

rods put in her back 25 years ago because of an infection.   The surgery went 
well, please give thanks for the great result and pray for a full and rapid recovery 
for Cindy. 

 

Daisy Lee is recovering from necrotizing fasciitis, which manifested on 30 January 2015, 
causing the loss of her right arm and her left hand, as well as parts of both feet. 
This is very very hard, but Daisy has kept her faith.  As she becomes more well, 
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less in people’s thoughts and prayers it will be a lot tougher for her.  Please pray 
for strength for her and her family and friends as time moves on.  Her family is 
thankful for all the support they have received during these past couple weeks 
and hopes all will continue to pray for Daisy’s speedy recovery.  

 
Pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Daisy’s family, her husband and 
children Tiffany and Chris.   

 

Michael Lenahan known to all as Bullet was hospitalized on 18 March 2015, and had a 
stent placed in a cardio artery.   All went well and he is recovering nicely.  Please 
give thanks for the great result and pray for a complete and rapid recovery for 
Bullet. 

 

Janet Jessup had a stroke on 3 July 2014 and heart problems that were causing huge 
issues for her.  They seem to have gotten her stabilized and she is going home 
from the hospital.  Please join the entire family in giving thanks for this 
wonderful development. Please pray for those treating her to find the 
appropriate treatment and for trust in God and peace of mind for Janet and her 
family, in particular her husband of 43 years, Rev Roger Jessup, retired minister 
of Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church. 

 

Arch Crittenden has Multiple Myeloma (cancer cells in bone marrow); without this 
treatment life expectancy is one to two years.  The treatment has apparently been 
effective.  Arch and his lovely wife Kathy ask that you pray for their trust in God 
to remain strong and for a good outcome. 

 

Sam had surgery on his entire large intestine that had become infected. At the time of 
the operation he was just hours away from a complete organ shutdown. He had 
had turmoil in his life over the years. Sam is now in the ICU and his Minister 
visited him and explained to him God had given him another chance for him to 
make things right with his Lord. Pray for his good health and his spiritual life 
with Jesus. 

 
Ian had surgery to remove excess skin rendered a nuisance by controlled lost of 200 

pounds.  Please give thanks for the successful result and for those treating him to 
have paid attention and done their very best on the lengthy surgery, taking the 
best possible care of him.  Please pray for his continued recovery and strength for 
his Mother who will be in charge of his after care. 

 

Jenniffer had surgery for breast cancer on 15 October 2014, which seemingly went well; 
please give thanks for that.  She has had other complications which preclude her 
from making a full recovery in particular, the reconstructive surgery seems to 
have gravely affected her back muscles and nerves, resulting in both very limited 
mobility and extreme pain,  the drugs are making her terribly sick; please pray 
those will be overcome.  Pray for help for Jenniffer to keep her trust in the Lord 
and let Him carry her worry and concern as she recovers.  Please pray also for 
strength and courage for her family as they try their best to help her. 

 

Mary Thornell has been battling colon cancer for three years now, she is currently 
treating at the City of Hope.  Things seem to be going well, the numbers seem 
headed in the right direction. Please pray for guidance for those treating her, as 
well as strength, guidance and peace of mind for Mary and her husband Jim, as 
well as daughter Janice and son Jimmy, as she undergoes treatment.   

 
Jim Thornell (Jet) seems to have recovered from the five stomach ulcers and now is 

dealing with blocked coronary arteries and taking care of Mary. Please give 
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thanks for the great result and also for the strength, guidance and peace of mind 
our Lord gave Jet and his wife Mary, as well as daughter Janice and son Jimmy, 
as he underwent treatment. 

 

Elma is suffering from cancer.  She was taken home from the hospital on the advice of 
her Doctor.  We were asked to pray that Elma’s remaining time here on earth 
might be good and that Elma and family might put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry.   Since then, Elma's Bishop told us a great Miracle of the 
Lord is working over Elma.  Doctors sent her home to die, but now she seems to 
be doing all right.  On behalf of her, thank you for all of your prayers. Please 
continue praying for her complete healing. 

 

Dennis has heart problems; now the medical people treating him discovered a large 
mass on his liver which turned out to be a cyst!  Please give thanks for this great 
development and pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Dennis and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating him that the contemplated 
surgery might go well. 

 

Dwight had major oral surgery, for which he gives thanks.  He is recovering slowly and 
asks your prayers to speed the process. 

 

Mike is a veteran who has served his country when she called. Please pray he will open 
his heart to God so He can make Mike’s crooked road straight and pull him 
towards the summit rather than to the pit. 

 

Business 
Mark’s business is in difficulty.  He works in a shrinking field, of which he is one of the 

country’s true masters, but there is little work available.  He asks that you pray 
that he can find a way to survive in his industry, which he loves and needs his 
talents.  Pray he can find new sources of business and new ways of doing things, 
perhaps someone to partner with to better use his talents.  Pray also for those 
who work for and with him that they might do their best to help. 

 
Financial Guidance and Employment 
Anne is unemployed and just interviewed for a position.  Please pray she will be 

employed, if not at this position then that this interview will lead to better 
prospects.  Pray for her ot be encouraged and strengthened by the Holy Ghost. 

 

Doug recently became unemployed from his job of 18 years. He has been applying for 
jobs, but unable to get one at this time.  His wife is working; this is not enough 
for the family. Please pray he will find employment with a firm that will be able 
to use his considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the firm and the 
family. 

 

Catherine and Lewis are at a low ebb due to a struggle for employment. Your fervent 
prayers will be appreciated. 

 

Lori is considering a potential change in her employment.  Please pray for God’s 
guidance in considering all aspect of her potential work. 

 

Sara is concerned about the future with her company.  She would appreciate prayers for 
her continued employment and that her firm might find more and better ways to 
use her considerable skills. 

 
Financial Guidance and Healing 
Clark is in need of salvation; for God’s Will to be done in his life. Pray his family will be 

blessed with the financial miracles that come from doing His Will. 
 

Timothy and Sharon had their home foreclosed the morning of 15 April 2014.  They are 
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experiencing spiritual, emotional and financial crisis at the current time. Please 
pray for God’s guidance as to how they might handle the financial difficulties in 
which they have found themselves and more importantly have them draw closer 
to God and each other. 

 

Linda, Rick, Christian and Sawyer are a family experiencing spiritual, emotional and 
financial crisis at the current time. Please pray for God’s guidance as to how they 
might handle the financial difficulties in which they have found themselves and 
more importantly have them draw closer to God and each other. 

 

David and Lorna are having financial problems.  They are trying to find a smaller home 
which may be more affordable.  Lorna has had an ongoing battle with brain 
cancer, her trips back and forth to the hospital have drained their finances to the 
point they sometimes struggle to have enough food in the house.  Pleaser pray 
for Lorna’s healing and guidance on how they might handle the financial 
difficulties in which they have found themselves. 

 
God’s Strength and Peace of Soul 
Charlie McCormack is really feeling down as the holiday season approaches.  He cannot 

say why; on the one hand knowing rationally things are pretty darn good and on 
the other hand feeling what he knows to be irrationally that doom is impending.  
He asks your prayer that the Holy Ghost might fill his heart with light and drive 
the darkness far away.  

 

Guidance! 
Shyla, age 8, has been suffering for five years with OCD (Obsessive Compulsive 

Disorder). She is extremely disturbed and thinks she would be better dead; pray 
the Holy Ghost will bring an understanding of what our Lord Jesus Christ 
expects from her so she can have peace of mind and give her family guidance 
that they can find someone who can help Shyla with her problem and that all the 
family will remember God’s love for them. 

 

Anne has been helping a woman; the woman has turned against her and become very 
mean. Pray she will better realize God is with her and that He will help with the 
problems. 

 

Holly and her two sons Brandon and Bailey need your prayer.  Holly is in need of 
employment and her two sons have turned their back on God and are walking 
into the world and making their way down that broad smooth boulevard which 
leads to The Pit.  They now wish to be not only in the world, but of the world.  
Please pray Holly will remain strong and preserve in her faith and that she can 
find help in the Holy Ghost to help her return her sons to the Word in which they 
were raised and back to that narrow path that leads to the summit; help them to  
distinguish fun from happiness and to see the signs of Donkey Island before it is 
too late for them to turn back. 

 

Maria Legumana  will graduate with a Bachelor of Education Friday from the University 
of the South Pacific Fiji. The ceremony will be in Honiara Solomon Islands so her 
family will be able to be with her. Pray that she will continue to seek God’s 
guidance as plans  for the future come into her life. 

 

Cam has gotten into some of the issues being with the wrong crowds, too much dinking 
and making the wrong decisions.  Pray he will ask God to send the Holy Ghost 
in to straighten things out and he will listen when He speaks to him. 

 

Paul recently had his large toe amputated due to diabetes and is having a difficult 
recovery filled with fear about dying. He recently accepted Jesus as his savior 
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and his family Rosie and Brenda are very grateful. Pray for strength for both 
Rosie and Brenda who are staying by his side through it all encouraging him on.   

 
Steve is addicted to alcohol, pain pills and gambling. Pray for wisdom, courage and 

strength to stick with treatment and follow God’s plan for his life. 
 
Eli has some mental issues and has lost his way.  He was admitted to the hospital for 

psychological evaluation to get a proper diagnosis and medications and has been 
discharged.  He has yet to come to grips with the demons chasing him.  Pray he 
will return to the Lord and his family.  Eli’s brother Carl has gotten little to no 
support from the family, he being the one to get Eli into treatment.  Daughter 
Katie seems to be the least helpful.  Pray they will ask God to send the Holy 
Ghost in to straighten things out and they will listen when He speaks to them.  
The family has been open to the Prince of Darkness and needs help. 

 
Debbie has family problems that must be dealt with and she asks God’s guidance in 

making the correct decisions and how to stand. 
 

Edward (45) had the opportunity to meet with a Christian during the conversation she 
discovered Edward had some background about God but thought He was not 
relevant to this day.  Edward asked many questions about the Bible and was 
surprised at the answers and continued to ask questions. They both went their 
separate ways and the Christian told Edward that she would pray for him. Will 
you join in prayer for Edward, please? 

 

Michael and his Family ask your prayers for wisdom as they are under trial and affliction 
to follow the law of the land and yet honor God in so doing. 

 

Flora is in remission with cancer, but has high blood pressure and fatigue. Flora’s 
Mother recently died and this has caused added stress.  Please pray that she will 
be able to let God carry her worry and sorrow so she can do the things she needs 
to do. 

 
Elizabeth and Gunner need your prayers for their general well being.   Pray they might 

see the Light of the Lord and let Him guide their lives.  Pray they will open their 
hearts not only to the Lord, but to each other to become one in Him and 
happiness. 

 
Eli has lost his way both spiritually and mentally, please pray for him and his parents 

Ed and Barb, who are having great struggles seeing their son, go through these 
afflictions having brought up in a Christian home.  Please pray his parents can 
find a way to help Eli. 

 
Mitten has a Christian talking to him about Christ. Mitten does not believe and does not 

seem to care.  Please pray Mitten will see the light. 
 
Kristen, Rickey and their two children ask you to pray for grace, wisdom and 

understanding as they attempt to cope with infidelity, separation and possibly 
divorce as a result of backsliding from the Lord into the World.  

 

Aaron has a problem seeing is where his life should be leading him.  Please pray he 
might open his heart to God’s guidance and see what he needs to do to fulfill his 
potential and live his life in a manner which will bring true happiness to him.  
Please pray he can listen to his father Paul and those around him who want him 
to work hard and obtain a real education now rather than just coast towards 
oblivion. 
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Helene and her family ask your prayers for them as they deal with the loss of Alan, 
husband and father. 

 

Stephanie seems to be very deeply into post partum depression after her baby was born 
prematurely.  Please pray for her Mother in Law who is going a great distance to 
help Stephanie and her new Grandson.  Pray that Stephanie will be able to direct 
her attention outward, rather than inward. 

 

William is an elderly man living with his Son and Daughter in-law. William is causing 
trouble in the family because of his demanding ways and continually using bad 
language. The family is at wit’s end to know how to handle him and will 
appreciate your guidance and prayers. 

 

Caitlin is in the grip of the Prince of Darkness; she thinks there is escape from reality in 
drugs.  The saddest part is that reality is not as she sees it.  Her family is 
despairing as they can do nothing to help her and ask that you pray for the Holy 
Ghost to enter into heart and show her the need for change before it is too late. 

 

Nathaniel is in spiritual turmoil.  His family and friends will appreciate it if you will 
keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of his trouble and accept God’s  

 

Sam and her two children that have been living in a shelter and are to lose their place 
there.  Please pray a place will be found they can stay in and recover. 

 

Please pray Darlene will surrender her life to Christ. 
 

Norrie is facing daily exams in the weeks ahead.  Pray for calmness and concentration 
and to do the best possible. 

 

Jonathan is addicted to drugs.  He is now in jail awaiting trial. His parents and friends 
will appreciate it if you will keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of 
his trouble and accept God’s help to heal addiction. 

 

Beth is suffering from ungodly treatment in her marriage.  Please pray God will guide 
her in her behavior, actions and thoughts that she might be able to lead her 
husband to God so her marriage might prosper to the benefit of them. 

 

Jeanette has had many members of her family die from diabetes and several are near 
death now. Jeanette does not know the Lord and is despondent and perplexed 
about her family and herself.  Please pray she can open her heart to allow the 
Holy Ghost in to bring her knowledge and understanding. 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Raj is teaching a biblical approach to the psychological problems facing 
many in our society today. She is battling against the growing influence of 
worldly psychology adopted by the churches themselves. Elizabeth constantly 
stresses answers are found between the covers of that precious Book, the Holy 
Bible.  Please pray for encouragement, strength, fortitude and courage for her. 

 

Abigail is a teenager who has behavior problems.  She feels she is in an area of mental 
darkness.  Please pray that she might look to God for help and not within herself. 

 

Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 
and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control.  She asks for 
God’s help for her business so that she might remain gainfully employed while 
keeping up with the needs of her mother and husband and healing her own 
problems. 

 

Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
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School Challenges 
 Destiny, Blake and Janet 
 

Anglican Orthodox Church 
Kenya 
The Anglican Orthodox Church is making plans for establishment of a presence in Kissi, 

Kenya.  There are six parishes, a total of 161 members, 68 adults, 93 children with 
two ministers.  Please pray for the church there and guidance for the people 
involved. 

 

Indonesia 
Please pray for the Lord's will regarding the establishment of an AOC church in 

Indonesia. 
 

Pakistan 
The forces of evil are strong in Pakistan.  The force of God stronger.  Pray for our 
Christian family there. 

Ernest Jacob 
Presiding Bishop Pakistan 

Serbia 
Rev. Igor Djurcik leader of Anglican Orthodox Church in Serbia asks us to pray for his 
students. He has excellent young people in Belgrade who are having services and 
classes on the Bible.  
 

Philippines 
Please pray a Minister will be found who would like to serve in Tabuk, in the Philippine 

Islands.  The Anglican Orthodox Church has an established Church there and in 
the surrounding areas and need a Shepherd to lead the flock. 

 

Diocese of the Epiphany 
Saint Paul’s, Moberly, Missouri would like your prayers that the Holy Ghost might enter 

more fully into their hearts so that they might be more effective in spreading the 
Word of God. 

 

Atlanta 
Bishop Jerry was in Atlanta, preaching at a church who has in attendance many members 

of another church founded in 1887 that has closed.  Many of those are older, in 
their late 70s and early 80s.  Please pray they will see this is a parish where they 
can be one with other believers.  Please pray the Holy Ghost might enter more 
fully into their hearts so that they might see their way to come together. 

 

Diocese of Virginia 
Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church is under a lot of stress.  We all are, but 

they need even more prayer.  Rev Roger Jessup, their wonderful minister, had to 
retire as he was so pressed by the duties of a primary care giver, in addition to all 
the worries of this world.  Pray for trust in God for each member of the parish 
and for them to find economic relief. 

 

Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Dustin (USAF - Middle East), Kristyna Thomas (Army – Fort Lewis, Washington), 
Airman Donny Patton (USAF - Hulbert Field, Florida), Jordan Brown (USMC – Fleet 
Marine Force - Pacific), Trevor Jennings (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator – New Jersey), 
Trevor Di Marco (USN – Whidbey Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Camp 
Foster, Okinawa), Ethan (US Army Airborne – Southwest Asia) 
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Dustin - USAF and has been in Kuwait for the last six months and during this time he 
was promoted to SSgt. Dustin is now on his way home to the USA for a visit and he and 
his family thank you for your prayer and ask you to continue as he serves his country 
and Lord. 
 
For Our Country 
Our country has lost its way.  Over half the people that vote, voted for a government 
that promises them things it cannot deliver in return for their souls which it can, will 
and does take.  Our foreign policy backs the rise of Islam, we turn our backs on those 
who would follow God and arm those who murder them.  Pray God will raise up a 
leader from among the people who can turn the country’s course 180° and attempt to 
come back to God.  Pray the people will recognize that they are headed down a smooth 
wide road into the pit, a road that will get smoother and smoother, steeper and steeper 
until the only possible way is down.  Down, into the depths of the pit.  Pray people will 
recognize there is: 
 

• One True and Triune God who is goodness in and of Himself 
• All religions are not equal 
• All ways of life are not equal; 
• The Bible holds the Key to Life; 
• All rights come from God, not the State; 
• Good; 
• Bad; 
• Evil; 
• Right; 
• Wrong; 
• Allah is the Devil; 
• Abortion is no more than sacrifice of children to Baal. 
 

Pray this recognition will not come too late.  Pray we will, each of us, do our duty to 
God, Country and Family, putting His Honor above all. 
 

Persecuted 
The Islamist group (ISIS) took over Quaragosh, the biggest Christian city in Iraq; 164 

men, women and children were beheaded.  People ask where is God?  The real 
question is where are the people to enforce God’s will.  Pray the people of the 
world will see Allah for who he is, the Devil.  Pray for those who remain behind 
that they might find a way to safety. 

  

Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 
Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 

Education 
Thomas Dabney is attending Delta State University in Cleveland, Mississippi, to finish 

his Bachelor’s Degree.  Please pray for Thomas to focus on education and do his 
very best at school. 

 
Thanksgiving 
Hap Arnold, Hope DeLong, Bill and Lynn Hall, Eric Popper and others give thanks for safe 

travel this past week to the Saint Louis area for Bernie Coogan’s funeral. 
 
Various Special Requests 
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This is a horrible time for the people of India, Christians in particular; they are having 
problems with Hunger, Bank Closings, Transportation and Schools not 
functioning.  Pray for the Leaders and Members of our Church in Eluru Andhra 
Pradesh. Pray their basic needs will be met and God will be close to them in this 
time of need. 

 

We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 
how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 

 

What is the “Liturgical Year”? 
Liturgy based Christian churches who consider themselves catholic, or universal, use a 
Christian Calendar which has a pre-set annual cycle of liturgical seasons which 
determines when Feasts, Memorials, Commemorations, and Solemnities are to be 
observed and which portions of Scripture are to be read.  
 
Distinct liturgical colors are used in connection with different seasons of the liturgical 
year. The dates of the festivals vary somewhat between the Western (Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, Lutheran, and Protestant) churches and the Eastern Orthodox Churches, 
though the sequence and logic is the same.  
 
The dates of many feasts vary from year to year (Moveable Feasts) due to the variation 
in the date of Easter, and all other dates follow from that. The extent to which the fasts 
and festivals are celebrated also varies between churches; in general Protestant churches 
observe far fewer of them than Catholic and Orthodox churches, and in particular are 
less likely to celebrate feasts of the Virgin Mary and the Saints. 
 
The liturgical cycle divides the year into a series of seasons, each with their own mood, 
theological emphases, and modes of prayer, which can be signified by different ways of 
decorating churches, vestments for clergy, scriptural readings, themes for preaching 
and even different traditions and practices often observed personally or in the home.  
 
In churches that follow the liturgical year, the scripture passages for each Sunday (and 
even each day of the year in the Anglican tradition) are specified by a list called a 
lectionary.  Anglicans and Lutherans have traditionally followed the lectionary since 
the days of the Protestant Reformation.  Since the 1960s, the adoption and use of 
lectionaries in other Protestant churches (Methodist, Reformed, United, etc.) increased. 
This has led to a greater awareness of the Christian year among Protestants in the later 
decades of the 20th century, especially among mainline denominations. 
 
Biblical calendars are based on the cycle of the new moon. The year is from the first new 
moon on or after the spring equinox to the next new moon on or after the spring 
equinox, rather than an arbitrary starting point like the modern calendar.  
 

Western Christian liturgical calendars are based on the cycle of the Roman or Latin Rite 
of the Catholic Church, including Lutheran, Anglican, and Protestant calendars since 
this cycle pre-dates the Reformation.  
 

Generally, the liturgical seasons in western Christianity are: 
 

• Advent 
• Christmas 
• Green Season (Time after Epiphany) 
• Lent 
• Easter 
• Green Season (Time after Trinity) 
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Advent From the Latin adventus, "arrival" or "coming", the first season of the liturgical 
year begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. Historically 
observed as a "fast", its purpose focuses on preparation for the coming Christ.   
 
Although often conceived as awaiting the coming of the Christ-child at Christmas it also 
points towards the final coming of Christ. 
 
This period is marked by the Advent Wreath, a garland of evergreens with four candles. 
Traditionally, the wreath is made of four candles in a circle of evergreens. Three candles 
are violet and the fourth is rose. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent.  
Although the main symbolism of the advent wreath is simply marking the progression 
of time, the church attaches themes to each candle, most often 'hope', 'faith', 'joy', and 
'love'. Color: Violet or Blue. On the third Sunday of Advent, also called Gaudete 
Sunday, Rose/Pink is used. 
 

 
Historically, the primary sanctuary color of Advent is Purple. This is the color of 
penitence and fasting as well as the color of royalty to welcome the Advent of the King. 
Purple is still used in Catholic churches. The purple of Advent is also the color of 
suffering used during Lent and Holy Week. This points to an important connection 
between Jesus’ birth and death. The nativity, the Incarnation, cannot be separated from 
the crucifixion. The purpose of Jesus’ coming into the world, of the "Word made flesh" 
and dwelling among us, is to reveal God and His grace to the world through Jesus’ life 
and teaching, but also through his suffering, death, and resurrection.  
 
To reflect this emphasis, originally Advent was a time of penitence and fasting, much as 
the Season of Lent and so shared the color of Lent. In the four weeks of Advent the third 
Sunday came to be a time of rejoicing that the fasting was almost over (in some 
traditions it is called Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin word for "rejoice").   The shift 
from the purple of the Season to pink or rose for the third Sunday Advent candles 
reflected this lessening emphasis on penitence as attention turned more to celebration of 
the season.   Churches other than Anglican have changed colors and emphasis on the 
whole wreath, we remain true to tradition.  Maybe we are just slow learners or not so 
open to change for change’ sake. 
 
The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival. " The focus of the entire season is the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the 
return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far more than simply 
marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the 
revelation of God in Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. That is a 
process in which we now participate, and the consummation of which we anticipate. 
Scripture reading for Advent will reflect this emphasis on the Second Advent, including 
themes of accountability for faithfulness at His coming, judgment on sin, and the hope 
of eternal life. In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes the 
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spiritual journey of individuals and a congregation, as they affirm that Christ has come, 
that He is present in the world today, and that He will come again in power. That 
acknowledgment provides a basis for Kingdom ethics, for holy living arising from a 
profound sense that we live "between the times" and are called to be faithful stewards 
of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. So, as the church celebrates God’s entry into 
history in the Incarnation, and anticipates a future consummation to that history for 
which "all creation is groaning awaiting its redemption", it also confesses its own 
responsibility as a people commissioned to "love the Lord your God with all your heart" 
and to "love your neighbor as yourself. " 
 
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 

6 December 2015 – Second Sunday in Advent – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

13 December 2015 – Third Sunday in Advent – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

20 December 2015 – Fourth Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion - Service start time 
1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 
1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

25 December 2015 – Christmas Day – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 
am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 
am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

26 December 2015 – Saint Stephen – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

27 December 2015 – Saint John – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

28 December 2015 – Holy Innocents – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 
am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 
am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

3 January 2016 – First Sunday after Christmas – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

6 January 2016 – The Epiphany – Evening Prayer - Service start time 1800 (6:00 pm); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 1745 (5:45 pm); Time 1800 (6:00 pm); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

10 January 2016 – First Sunday after Epiphany – Morning Prayer - Service start time 
1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 
1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 


