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This is the second issue of the AOC Sunday Report.  At the request of Bishop Jerry 
Ogles, the Faithful Centurion’s Sunday Report has morphed into the AOC Worldwide 
Sunday Report.  Bishop Jerry asks each of the parishes to contribute to the report, some 
as they have in the past others for the first time.  If you have any suggestions for 
change, please send them to Bishop Jerry or me, rev_hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
 
Second Sunday after Easter 
 
Today was the Second Sunday after Easter, the central event of the Christian year, the 
celebration of our Lord, “Christ the Lord is Risen!” 
 
On Point 
Someone asked, where do the quotes come from?  The answer is from the people who 
uttered them.  But, how did you find them?  Oh, that.  Some from Bishop Jerry, many 
from Rev Bryan Dabney, a few from other places, some from Rev Geordie Menzies-
Grierson, but overall mostly from Bryan.  He always has some great ones to share.  On 
to the On Point quotes – 
 
At the Core 
This is the whole of Christianity. There is nothing else. It is so easy to get muddled 
about that. It is easy to think that the Church has a lot of different objects—education, 
building, missions, holding services. Just as it is easy to think the State has a lot of 
different objects—military, political, economic, and what not. But in a way things are 
much simpler than that. The State exists simply to promote and to protect the ordinary 
happiness of human beings in this life. A husband and wife chatting over a fire, a 
couple of friends having a game of darts in a pub, a man reading a book in his own 
room or digging in his own garden— that is what the State is there for. And unless they 
are helping to increase and prolong and protect such moments, all the laws, 
parliaments, armies, courts, police, economics, etc., are simply a waste of time. In the 
same way the Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them 
little Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, 
even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. God became Man for no other purpose. 
It is even doubtful, you know, whether the whole universe was created for any other 
purpose. 

Jack Lewis 
Mere Christianity 

 
Thy Neighbor 
There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, 
cultures, arts, civilisations—these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. 
But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit—immortal 
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horrors or everlasting splendours. This does not mean that we are to be perpetually 
solemn: We must play. But our merriment must be of that kind (and it is, in fact, the 
merriest kind) which exists between people who have, from the outset, taken each other 
seriously—no flippancy, no superiority, no presumption. And our charity must be a 
real and costly love, with deep feeling for the sins in spite of which we love the sinner—
no mere tolerance, or indulgence which parodies love as flippancy parodies merriment. 
Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your neighbour is the holiest object presented to 
your senses. If he is your Christian neighbour, he is holy in almost the same way, for in 
him also Christ vere latitat—the glorifier and the glorified, Glory Himself, is truly 
hidden. 

Jack Lewis 
The Weight of Glory 

 
It is of great importance to set a resolution, not to be shaken, never to tell an untruth. 
There is no vice so mean, so pitiful, so contemptible; and he who permits himself to tell 
a lie once, finds it much easier to do it a second and a third time, till at length it becomes 
habitual; he tells lies without attending to it, and truths without the world's believing 
him. This falsehood of the tongue leads to that of the heart, and in time depraves all its 
good disposition. 

Thomas Jefferson  
1785 

 
Death is just God’s way of telling you to watch your airspeed or rotor RPM.  

Truth 
 
The rights of neutrality will only be respected when they are defended by an adequate 
power. A nation, despicable by its weakness, forfeits even the privilege of being neutral. 

Alexander Hamilton 
Federalist No. 11, 1787 

 
Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I 
fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.  

Jeremiah 23:24  
 
Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

St. Luke 12:32  
 
I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.  

St. John 17:14  
 
For as by one’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.  

Romans 5:19  
 
I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  

Philippians 4:13  
 
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  

Hebrews 4:14  



 
Page 3 

 
Those that bind up their happiness in the favor of men make themselves an easy prey to 
the temptations of Satan.  

Matthew Henry  
17th and 18th century English pastor and author 

 
There is a common, worldly kind of Christianity in this day, which many have, and 
think they have enough—a cheap Christianity which offends nobody, and requires no 
sacrifice—which costs nothing, and is worth nothing.  

JC Ryle 
19th century Anglican bishop and author 

(Holiness, p. 204) 
 
Our confidence must not be in what we have done, nor in what we have resolved to do, 
but entirely in what the Lord will do.  

Charles H. Spurgeon 
19th century English pastor and author 

 
The taxpayer: That's someone who works for the federal government but doesn't have 
to take the civil service examination.  

Ronald Wilson Reagan 
20th century American president 

 
You only have power over people so long as you don’t take everything away from 
them. But when you’ve robbed a man of everything, he’s no longer in your power— 
he’s free again.  

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
20th and 21st century Russian author  

 
The freedoms of the mind, heart and voice are the most essential of freedoms because 
they free us to be individuals. They allow us to have our own values. Without these 
freedoms, no society is free... Individual rights exist in the empty spaces that 
government is forced out of. Government rights however do not exist until everyone is 
forced to provide them. That is true of the redistribution of wealth and property, but it 
is even truer of the redistribution of freedom and the confiscation of conscience... 
Without the right to be left alone, there are no other individual rights. Without 
individual rights, there is no such thing as a free society.  

Daniel Greenfield 
21st century American commentator 

(The Redistribution of Freedom, 12-16-13).  
 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
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the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 
The Propers for today are found on Page 171-172, with the Collect first: 
 

The Second Sunday after Easter. 
The Collect. 

 
LMIGHTY God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for 
sin, and also an ensample of godly life; Give us grace that we may always most 

thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to 
follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
This morning’s Epistle came from the First Epistle of St. Peter, beginning at the 
Nineteenth Verse of the Second Chapter. The Epistle reminds us that Christ, who was 
completely without sin or guile, not only died for our sins, but suffered humiliation and 
torture without complaint for us.  Thus, if we, because we believe in God and our Lord 
Jesus, are subjected to unfavorable comment, criticism or even persecution, we should 
bear this gladly, as our Lord gave us his example.  If we want to benefit from the Lord’s 
sacrifice, then we need to try to follow in his footsteps.  We need to look to His example 
to live our lives. 
 
We are as sheep going astray who have been returned to the flock by our Lord, the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 
 
We were asked the question, who is this man Jesus?  We answered, he is the Son of 
God; are we following him?  In this Epistle again, we are admonished to follow our 
Lord. 
 

HIS is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this 

is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep 
going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 
 
Today’s Gospel came from the Tenth Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John 
beginning at the Eleventh Verse. Using the words that give this Sunday its name, Jesus 
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said: “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”  He 
goes on to say He is not a hireling who cares not for the flock, but rather the shepherd 
himself.  He understands his job and puts it first, before his desires.  Jesus knows each 
of His sheep and they know Him, even as He knows His Father and His Father knows 
Him.  Because we are His sheep, He willingly laid down His life that we might live.  
Jesus also points out He is not here to shepherd only the Jews, but all men, “And there 
are other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, and one shepherd.” 
 

ESUS said, I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth 
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 

scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd; and know my sheep, and am known of mine, even as 
the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, and one shepherd. 
 
Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays.  Today’s sermon starts off with the collect, and like 
always, it will give you a lot to consider in your heart. 
 
Sermon Notes 
Second Sunday after Easter 
St Andrew’s Anglican Orthodox Church 
4 May 2014, Anno Domini (In the Year of our Lord) 
 

The Second Sunday after Easter. 
The Collect. 

 
LMIGHTY God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for 
sin, and also an ensample of godly life; Give us grace that we may always most 

thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to 
follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he that entereth in 
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep 
hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: 
for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for 
they know not the voice of strangers. 6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they 
understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. 7 Then said Jesus 
unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All that ever 
came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture. 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 
that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep  (John 10:1-11) 
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          Though today’s Gospel text ends with the 10th verse, I could not bring myself to 
end there without adding the 11th which fully reveals this gracious Personage described 
as the Good Shepherd. 
 
          The Universe is a closed system as every student of astronomy will admit as 
scientific fact. Heaven, too, is separate and distinct from the physical universe and is 
also, itself, a closed system (much like a simple Sheep Fold) and the abode of God. Just 
as the Universe is a place prepared of God for our temporal existence, so Heaven is a 
place prepared for the spiritual existence of those who cling to Him as lambs and 
children. There is an old saying that “nothing happens by accident” and I believe that 
saying is true as regards the Universe and the heavenlies.  
 
           Far greater faith is required to believe that the intricacies of the Universe, of the 
great organization of galaxies and star systems, of the perfect balance existing upon 
earth for the support of life, for the amazing structure and continually working intellect 
that is evident in the human body. To believe that the tiny cell, much less the complex 
organization of millions of cells of the human body, could happen by accident of nature 
requires a faith that can only be identified as ridiculous. Of course there is, as even 
Einstein admitted, a great Intellect behind the perfect balance and structure of the 
universe – and of life itself. – and that Intellect is God! 
 
          In today’s text, Christ makes reference to that closed system of Heaven – the 
Sheep Fold. The Mind that conceived the organization of interstellar space also is the 
same Mind that created the natural world as we know it. He created every rose of 
crimson beauty, and every lily of purest white splendor, the tiny creatures that are 
unseen to man, the lambs and bears, lions and elephants, and you and me. His Mind is 
Macro in its enormity to consider the whole Universe and Micro in its meticulous 
awareness of the tender baby sucking at its mother’s breast. The Divine Creator has 
endowed man with a special glory and privilege and made him the crowning 
achievement of His Creative genius. We are compelled to say, along with the psalmist: 
When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast 
ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest 
him? For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory 
and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all 
things under his feet: 7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; The fowl of the air, and 
the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. O LORD our Lord, how 
excellent is thy name in all the earth! (Psalms 8:3-9) 
 
          Our God is a God, not only of this one-time life on earth, but the God of the 
Resurrection. Life is continually being resurrected, even in this world of woe, from 
death. Every stalk of wheat derives its being from that first grain of wheat that fell into 
the earth at Eden and sprang into newness of life. Every cell of our bodies can trace its 
primitive DNA back to that of the first man – Adam. So God, even in the temporal, has 
place seeds of the eternal. There is, however, a known end to the ways of the world and 
its supporting planetary accoutrements. This system of death and life is not that which 
God approves for those He loves. He has sent His only Begotten into the world to 
redeem us out of that sin of Adam (and our own) which has interrupted His creative 
plan for eternal life in all things. 
 
          As a great and all-knowing scientist speaking to children of the Manse, He leaves 
off the references that cannot possibly be conceived by a child, and uses vocabulary that 
is simply, pictorial and imaginative in revealing the great mysteries of the closed system 
of His Heaven. He speaks of sheep and shepherds, of porters and strangers, of doors 
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and thieves.  These mental pictures we can grasp and know. Being the greatest teacher 
ever to open His mouth, Christ employs the fundamental principle of teaching, known 
today, as teaching from the KNOWN to the UNKNOWN. Teaching cannot be 
accomplished in any other way. Unfortunately, the technique used in many of today’s 
university classrooms is that of teaching from the UNKNOWN to the IMPOSSIBLE! 
 
          1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber Christ begins with the negative – 
those who attempt to enter “some other way” – precisely because this is the manner in 
which most will attempt to gain heaven. The loose theologies of man-made truth has 
crept into churches and corrupted the simplicity and truth of the Gospel. The leaven of 
the Pharisees is far more prevalent than the pure unleavened Bread of Heaven  served 
in most churches today. How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you 
concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees? Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of 
the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. (Matt 16:11-12) Our theology of today is 
more of the WALMART variety than that of Treasures of Heaven. 
 
          2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. Christ is our Door to 
Heaven. He is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” and “no one cometh unto the Father but by 
Him.” We may come up with every self-enriching scheme and call it exalted faith; we 
may labor our fingers to the bone in doing good; we may sacrifice every of our livestock 
on the altar of benevolence; but still stands in the foreground and brilliance of Light the 
single means by which we may enter Heave n – the Lord Jesus Christ. It is He who 
keeps getting in the way of the builders of a human paradise. If the secular humanists, 
the Communists, the totalitarians of every stripe could only vanquish this shining 
figure in the midst, they could then complete their human utopia. But “the Stone that the 
builders rejected has become the chief Corner-Stone of the building thereof.” When they have 
near-completed their structure, they then may note the troublesome stone at the base 
around which they had to labor in building their building. It kept getting in the way 
and causing them to stumble. Now they recognize, after all, that is it is the Chief Corner 
Stone – but too late. As they try to lift it to the crown of their hand-made building, it 
tumbles back upon them and crushes them to dust. 
 
           3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out. The porter is very like the true ministers of God who open the 
Door to Christ to his hearers. While living in Iran, the sheep were led out during the 
warmer part of day from the stone enclosures called sheepfolds in the mountain 
heights. These were usually semi-caves in the mountainside with a large stone fence 
erected in an arch around the front. There was an opening that was always guarded by 
the Shepherd to keep the sheep from escaping into the dangers of winter and the 
predator-infested mountain slopes. There were often different shepherds whose sheep 
were sheltered in the fold. The Shepherd would make a unique sound with his voice 
and his sheep would immediately respond by following him out of the fold. The others 
would not respond. I found this remarkable and in complete accord with the Words of 
our Lord. Christ calls out today and many do not heed His Voice because they are not 
of His Fold. 
 
          4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: 
for they know his voice. If we know the Shepherd’s Voice, we will follow Him 
everywhere, for everywhere He leads will be a place of security – green pastures and 
still waters. If danger lies ahead, the Shepherd is first to address the danger and will 
even lay down His life for the sheep. 
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          5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of 
strangers. We have many who profess Christ today who are following strangers. If they 
truly knew Christ, they would not recognize and follow a stranger’s voice.  Last year, I 
drew several hundred dollars from a bank in which I have a savings account and went 
to deposit that money in another bank where my personal checking account is 
maintained. The teller took the bills and ran them through a machine. They all passed 
muster. She then marked each with a special pen to verify their authenticity. They all 
passed this test. She then took one of the bills and held it up to the light for quite a 
while. She then told me that this particular one hundred dollar bill was actually a five 
dollar bill. Well, I thought this ridiculous for it was clearly a one hundred dollar bill. 
She told me to hold the bill up to the light and see whose visage was inscribed in the 
watermark on the right side. It was Lincoln when it should have been Franklin! She told 
me that a skilled counterfeiter had bleached out a five, and over-stamped with the one 
hundred. This is why the bank device could not recognize the fake – the paper was 
Federal stock. Neither would the pen. But the skilled eye of the teller could catch the 
phony because she was so very familiar with the true money. We may appear to be 
genuine Christians, and our lifestyles may be moral and above reproach, but what of 
the watermark that is INSIDE our hearts. Will that expose us as imposters to the 
knowing eye of the Lord? 6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what 
things they were which he spake unto them. He often speaks to us in such simple words that 
we, too, do not understand. We expect words of greater sophistication and profundity 
perhaps. 
 
          7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the 
sheep. When we simply do not ‘get it’, Jesus will speak to us in more direct ways. Many 
local Christians of the Baptist persuasion wonder why I commit idolatry by displaying 
the cross and candles above the Lord’s Table. I explain, usually in vain, that the cross is 
a reminder of who Christ is to us and what He did. I explain that Christ used metaphors 
to point to Himself. The Cross is one such example of who Christ is and what He did. 
The candles, I explain, represent both the Light of the Gospels and that of the Epistles 
which go out to the World in giving Light. I explain that Christ tells us in the second 
chapter of Revelations (2:5) to the church at Ephesus that if that church forgets from 
whence they have fallen, Christ will remove their candlestick. I then remind them that 
the Anglican Church still has its candlestick. This usually ends the dialogue….(*___~) 
Christ is our DOOR. He meets every specification for a DOOR. He is the only entrance 
available. 
 
          8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 
Those false prophets who deceived and misled the people are the thieves and robbers. 
Their kin still dominate the world of theology today. They change biblical meanings 
and words for profit. They build up the esteem of man, and minimize the truth of God. 
But those who truly belong to the Shepherd will recognize the phonies, just as the bank 
teller mentioned. 
 
         9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture. We have a perfect liberty IN Christ. Outside of Christ, there is only bondage 
and whimpering servitude. The same is true of nations that honor Christ. Those whose 
constitutions and morality adhere to Christian faith are free and her people live without 
bondage. 
 
          10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. The thief never announces his 
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intentions ahead. His success is due to his cunning and secrecy. Modern false teachers 
are never going to pronounce that they have no faith at all in God the Father, or His Son 
Jesus. They begin, as the Serpent in the Garden, with a half-truth and proceed, step-by-
step, with a full denunciation of Truth. Lies led to death at Eden, and lies lead to death 
in the church. But in Christ, we have Life, and that life we have, even on earth, is full, 
abundant and heavenly. 
 
           11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep  What other 
shepherd, bent on profitable gain, will lay down his life for the sheep? But there is One 
Shepherd, who is the Owner of the Sheep, who does not view them out of a prospect for 
profit, but loves them fundamentally with a heart love of warmth and kindly 
beneficence. He loves them as His own family (which they are) and will lay down His 
very life for the sheep so that THEY may have life. Do you know this Shepherd, and do 
you hear His Voice today? 
 
Sermon – Reverend Jack Arnold - Time and Action 
Church of the Faithful Centurion - Descanso, California 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly 

contained in the forewords above.   
 
We are in the Easter Season which consists of Easter and the 
following four Sundays, until we get to Rogation Sunday.  
This is a time we should work on centering our lives on the 
central figure in our religion, Jesus Christ.   
 
Consider these words from the Collect: 
 
… who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a 
sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of godly life; Give us 
grace that we may always most thankfully receive that his 
inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to 
follow the blessed steps of his most holy life … 

 
God sent Jesus to be The Christ, The Messiah, The Savior, The Lamb to be sacrificed for 
our sin.  He gave His earthly Life, He went down into Hell, that we might be justified 
before God at our accounting.  Not that we might be perfect, but that we might be 
accounted perfect at our judgment day.  Yet we are not made perfect. We are fallen, 
miserable creatures in the pattern of Adam.  Thus we need an example to follow, a 
pattern for our lives.  God gave us that in His Son.  Jesus leads us towards God.  But, we 
have a hard time following Him.  Thus, God sent us the Holy Ghost to enter in to our 
hearts, to make our eyes see The Way, to let our ears hear the directions to The Path that 
will give us eternal salvation and everlasting life.  
 
Peter notes that throughout His Life, our Lord gave nothing but good. He was not 
accepting of evil, but when He was ill treated, He gave not venom, but healing in 
return.  We are to act to the best our abilities like the example He set forth for us. It will 
be hard and trying, but if we accept the Holy Ghost into our hearts, we can do these 
things. We will never be perfect, but that does not mean that we stop trying. We just 
reset our compass and follow the True North of Christ.  Through His sacrifice, we are 
accounted as perfect, thus we need try our best to be perfect following His Example.  
Will we fail?  That is certain.  Should we thus be inclined to just give in to evil?  NEVER.  
To quote Winston Churchill, “Never give in--never, never, never, never, in nothing 
great or small, large or petty, never give in except to convictions of honour and good 
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sense. Never yield to force; never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of the 
enemy.”1 
 
Jesus gave His Life for us because we are HIS.  He made it very clear that while He was 
sent to the Jews, God’s chosen people, His mission was not to them only. It was to all of 
the people that God made. Remember, God did not only create the Jews, but He made 
everybody! Jesus’ mission was to all of us miserable sinners, not just the Jewish people. 
Recall, He told them, “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, and one 
shepherd.”  He was there not only to bring them everlasting eternal life and salvation, 
but to others also.   
 
To US.   
 
We are of His Flock, we are not strangers to Him nor Him to us.  If God cared enough to 
send His Son to give His Life to protect us from certain death, do we care enough for 
Him to follow His Directions? It is the least we can do, after a painful death Our Lord 
endured that we might be free from the wages of sin. We must do our best to follow 
Him and He will be well pleased with us, if we actually do our best as opposed to 
saying that we are doing our best.  
 
We have One Leader.  He leads One Flock.  His Way may not always seem the easiest, 
but in the end it is for certain eternity.  He came to earth to save our lost souls.  If we 
listen to the clear guidance of the Holy Ghost, to each of who are “as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls,” we will gain 
both happiness here on earth and eternal life. Anytime we sin or fall short, we simply 
reboot and start a new life with God yet again. It is a simple answer to our sins, repent 
and do our best to “Go forth and sin no more.” 
 
But, there is more than  just saying you believe.  You must act on those beliefs to make 
them real.  Things are getting tough here on earth. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” (1 
Peter 5.8)  And, I might add he holds sway in a lot of public offices.  Things are going to 
get worse.  You will need to act for God or for that lion. 
 
When the time comes, how will you ACT? 
 
It is by our actions we are known. 
 

Be of God - Live of God - Act of God 
 

                                                
1 Sir Winston Churchill, Speech, 1941, Harrow School 
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Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sermon 
Bishop Dennis is a brilliant speaker.  He is able to take biblical precepts and make them 

perfectly understandable, even to me.  Oft he provides 
the text of his sermons and I take the utmost pleasure in 
passing them on: 
 

What Makes You Happy2? 
Psalm 34, Isaiah 40:1-11, Philippians 3:7-16 

Second Sunday after Easter 
May 4, 2014 

  
What makes you happy?  I think most people would say 
they are happy when they, and their family and friends 

have good health, loving family and friends, a reasonable level of prosperity, and a 
comfortable standard of living. Most of us grew up thinking it is possible to achieve 
these things if we are willing to work hard, love our family and friends, treat all people 
with respect and compassion, and live within the guidelines of basic, Biblical morality.   
 
But, by the time we reached our 40s we were beginning to understand there is more to 
happiness than what we find in these things.  We began to find that we can have all 
these things yet not be truly happy.  The great example of this is Solomon, the Old 
Testament king of Israel and author of the Biblical book of Ecclesiastes. Solomon had 
wealth, power, respect, health, and love.  Yet he was unhappy.  So he devoted himself 
to getting more wealth, more power, and more respect in the hope that he would find 
happiness.  It didn’t work.  We know people like that today, people who seem to have 
everything, yet find that everything is not enough, and they live lives of quiet 
desperation in gilded cages. 
 
These things are very fragile, and can be taken away from us in the twinkling of an eye.  
You may pour your life into loving a person only to be rejected and thrown away like 
yesterday’s newspaper.  You may amass a great fortune, only to lose it all in a bad 
investment or a market crash.  And your health… next to love that is the most fragile of 
all things. What happens when these things are taken from us?  Can we suffer their loss 
and still be happy?  We can, but only if our happiness comes from another source.  If 
these things are all we have, our happiness leaves with them.  If our happiness is 
founded on something else, it remains, even if the other things go. 
 
Let me start over again now.  Let me start from a different perspective.  Let me ask what 
makes you unhappy?  We could say the loss of the things I have been talking about 
makes us unhappy.  The loss of prosperity, health, love, and comfortable life-style 
makes us unhappy.  We could put it more bluntly and say poverty makes us unhappy.  
Loneliness makes us unhappy. Squalour makes us unhappy.  Sickness makes us 
unhappy.  But is that really true?  I know of people who are happy though they are 
poor, lonely, live in squalor, and have terminal illnesses.  So those things alone cannot 
be the final deciding factor in happiness or unhappiness. Tell me if you think this is 
true: unhappiness is caused by the desire to have things different from the way they 
are.  We want a better job, so we become unhappy with the one we have.  We want a 
better car, a better family life, a better marriage, a better vacation, a better house, so we 
become unhappy because we don’t have them.  When life doesn’t measure up to our 
                                                
2 Bishop Dennis is discussing happiness, this is a different word than fun.  Please consider the difference 
between  the two as you read this. 
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storybook fantasy of “happily ever after” we become dissatisfied.  We become 
unhappy. 
 
Do you remember George Bailey, the central character in “It’s a Wonderful Life?”  
George didn’t think life was so wonderful.  George resented his life, and he was deeply 
angry and depressed because he was stuck in the “crummy little town” of Bedford 
Falls.  He wanted to see the world and have adventures and money and fun.  Bedford 
Falls was, to him, the same as Alcatraz.  In other words, he wanted things to be 
different.  Knowing they would never be different, George Bailey was bitterly and 
desperately unhappy. 
 
Could it be that being unhappy at the way things are is actually being unhappy with 
the life God has given to us, and with the way He has guided and provided for us as we 
travel the road of life?  Is unhappiness caused by rejecting what God has provided, and 
by longing for something else?  We want a carefree existence, God gives stress and 
problems.  We want rest, God gives work.  We resist this.  We kick against the prods.  
We get angry with God because He doesn’t do things our way.  Thus, we lead ourselves 
into anger, depression and grief, and, for some, unbelief. 
 
In such situations we would think we would turn to God.  But, in reality, we often turn 
intensely back to the things.  We try to alleviate our sorrows by drowning them in 
money, work, amusements, entertainment, even religion. You have probably seen the 
bumper sticker that says, “When things get tough, go shopping.”  That is the 
foundational faith of many people.  Have a bad day at work? Buy a new toy to help you 
forget about it.  Troubles at home? Go play golf.  Spend money.  Indulge yourself.  See if 
you can buy happiness.  And it works, for a while. You get a feeling of happiness when 
you buy a new toy, and those endorphins are released in your system.  But they soon 
fade, and the toy goes into that pile of other toys that gave you pleasure for a moment, 
but lost their appeal.  So the next day’s troubles require a new toy.  And the next day’s 
requires another, and so it goes and the depression rises like the credit card bill. 
 
So, how can we find happiness?  Is happiness even possible in this valley of the shadow 
of death.  The Bible’s answer is a resounding, “YES.”  But it is not found where we 
usually seek it.  When we accept life as God gives it, and trust God to work it all for our 
good, we will begin to be happy.  When we are willing to obediently accept what God’s 
providence gives, then we are ready to begin letting the world go and start trusting 
God.  I think this is a big part of what the Bible means in Philippians 3:8, 
 

 “I count all things as loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord; for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung that I may win Christ.” 

 
Contrary to popular opinion, “dung” refers to garbage.  It consists of things we would 
put in the trash can.  Ancient towns and cities had dumps outside the gates where 
people would take their garbage.  Dead animals, spoiled food, and broken furniture 
would go there.  The Greek word for dung is a combination of two words.  One is “ex” 
from which we get our word, “exit” and simply means “out.” The other is a word that 
means “to throw.”  So dung is simply the broken, ruined and spoiled things we throw 
out.  How appropriate.  We throw out the broken, spoiled and ruined things of this 
world to find happiness in Christ.  We throw out our ruined dreams, our spoiled hopes, 
and our broken trinkets, in order to embrace the things God gives that lead to true 
happiness.  My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, when you can count all things as 
dung compared to knowing Christ, and when you can gladly suffer the loss of them to 
find your happiness in Christ, then you are ready to leave sorrow behind and embrace 
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the peace of God.  I think this has been wonderfully expressed in Isaac Watts’ famous 
song, “When I survey the Wondrous Cross.”  He wrote, “All the vain things that charm 
me most, I sacrifice them to His blood.” 
 
This is difficult.  That’s why most people never do it.  Most “Christians” never do it, 
never even attempt to do it.  But it is the only way to be happy on this earth.  And it 
only comes through years of hard work, meaning diligent use of the means of grace, 
including obedience.  By the means of grace we “reach forth” unto the things of God. By 
the means of grace we press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.  Let us not think we have attained it yet.  Let us press on toward the mark. 
 
Before I close I want to remind us that the words of Philippians 3 only refer to 
happiness on earth in a secondary way.  Their primary intent is to point us to Christ 
and His righteousness as the only way to know God and be saved.  In Philippians 3:5-6 
Paul listed all his religious accomplishments which he had previously believed were his 
ticket to Heaven.  In his eyes, he was blameless in “the righteousness which is in the 
law.”  It is this personal righteousness and religious accomplishment that Paul counts as 
dung in verse 8.  It is dung in his own eyes because it is dung in the eyes of God.  None 
of us, coming the ticket office in Williamsburg, would hand the attendant a bag of 
smelly garbage and expect to be given a ticket to tour the Governor’s Palace.  Yet many 
think their own goodness can earn their place in Heaven.  Paul is saying your own 
goodness is garbage to God.  It won’t get you in.  It is offensive to Him.  Throw your 
goodness away and let God dress you in the true goodness of Christ.  Then you will be 
fit to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  Christ died to get you into Heaven.  Let Him do it.  
But He also died to give us a foretaste of Heaven.  He also died to give us new life, a life 
lived in His love and peace.  He calls this life, “eternal life” meaning it is like the life we 
will have when we are finally in Heaven where sorrows and sins and death will trouble 
us no more forever.  We will be eternally happy in that land.  And in the little glimpses 
and tastes we have of it here and now, we can be happy here too. 
--  
+Dennis Campbell 
Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia 
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church 
Powhatan, Virginia 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org 
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com 
 
Roy Morales-Kuhn, Bishop and Pastor - St. Paul's Anglican Church - Anglican 
Orthodox Church 
Bishop Roy is pastor of the biggest AOC parish West of the Mississippi and is in charge 
of the Diocese of the Epiphany.   
 

Second Sunday after Easter 
04 Mat 2014 

 
Epistle: I Peter 2:19-25 Gospel: John 10:11-16 

 
19 For this is thank worthy, if a man for conscience 

toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your 

faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God. 
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21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps: 

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; 

but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 
24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 

sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 
25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and 

Bishop of your souls. 
 
Remember right after Jesus was arrested, the disciples ran away. Yes Peter did follow 
Jesus into the area where he would later be tried, but before the first rooster crowed, 
Peter denied Christ three times as Christ predicted.  Peter will also run away. So now 
after Jesus has come back from the dead he will gather his followers around and calm 
them, teach them and prepare them for the coming fury of Satan. Understand Satan 
knows he is defeated, but he will not go down without trying to take others with him. 
He will do his best for the next several millennium to destroy what Christ left behind 
here on earth.  
 

Notice how Peter in this first letter he makes reference to at least three Old Testament 
passages.  
 

 “Who did not sin, neither was guile found in his mouth” {Isa.53:9}. 
 

Then another O.T. reference. “...by whose stripes ye were healed.” {Isa.53:5} . And 
finally the passage from Isaiah 53:6. “All we like sheep have gon astray; we have turned 
every on to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
 

The whole 53rd chapter of Isaiah is the plan of salvation. We can read that and 
understand that we do not seek God, He seeks us. We run the other way or as verse six 
reads ‘turn to our own way’.  
 

Why do we do this ? Because as David wrote, we are born into sin. So we must ask 
Jesus to cleanse us and make us clean. We must ask Jesus to save us from our sins, we 
must ask Jesus to come into our life and make us free. Only he can. His death on the 
Cross has made our salvation possible. Seek Jesus today if you doubt that you are 
saved. Ask him to come into your heart to heal you of this sin that caused him to go to 
the cross instead of you. 
 

Let us now look at our Gospel reading. We see that Jesus is telling his to be wary of 
those leaders of the church who will not protect the church. 
 

The illustration of the Good Shepherd and the Wolf is not a cautionary tale. It is the 
Truth of which Jesus tells, a time coming when those who have been charged with 
protecting the flock {church} will run. When there is any controversy, those who are 
supposed to protect will flee. 
 

Let’s read this and see what Jesus is saying to the Jewish-Christians and later to the 
Gentile-Christians. 
 

11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth 

the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 
scattereth the sheep. 

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
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15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 

16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

 
In this passage from the tenth chapter of St. John we learn the man who tries to enter 
the area where the sheep are safe, is a thief and a robber. One who wants to deny and 
take away that which Christ has given us, our salvation. This is all part of the fight 
Satan is engaged in. Because this parable was spoken several weeks before Jesus went 
to Jerusalem for the last time, many did not understand what he meant by passages 
such as “ I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
His followers can now understand what he meant. Look at the verses 17 and 18. “The 
reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life–only to take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down 
and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” Interesting 
note as we study this passage of John’s gospel, we fins a prophecy pertaining to non-
Hebrew believers. Notice what Jesus says in verse 16. “ I have other sheep that are not 
of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 
shall be one flock and one shepherd.”  
 

Jesus is referring to non-Hebrew believers here.  
 

This is where the Great Commission comes into play. “Go ye therefore into the world 
making disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.. and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you, 
and surely I will be with you always to the very end of the age.” 
 

It is now clear what he meant, now that the disciples are talking to Jesus, after he came 
back from the dead. Over the forty days that Jesus lingers on earth after Easter there 
will be some four to five hundred witness to his being alive. This will be so convincing 
that these people will be willing to give up their own lives when they are confronted 
and forced to choose between Christ and other choices. The Hebrew authorities will try 
to force these early believers to abandon the faith they now have, they will be 
threatened with death, shame, being cast out of the synagogue and all manner of 
trouble. But they will not give up their belief in the Risen Savior. This willingness to 
give up their life rather than convert will actually cause the Church to grow over the 
early years of persecution. Many a pagan will come to the Lord after witnessing 
believers willingly giving up their lives for this risen savior. Death in the pagan world 
was to be feared and all omens or signs that pointed to death were to be avoided. Even 
the Hebrew people wrote and spoke angrily about death. David wrote many a time 
about being dead and not remembered. He does not like the idea of death. So when 
these new believers came along and did not fear death, it will cause people to take 
notice. “Surely there must be something about these people that causes them to 
willingly go to their deaths.” 
 
We must learn from those who have gone before us. We must read, digest, and use the 
Word of God, the Bible. We must follow Jesus, because He is the good shepherd, he will 
not lead us astray, he will not fail us. Let us follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning 
back. 
 

HE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the T 
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Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, 
and remain with you always. Amen. 

✟ 
Rev Rick Reid of Saint Peter’s Sunday Sermon 
We are happy to have a sermon from Reverend Rick Reid, minister of Saint Peter’s, 
whose congregation is right at the Worldwide Headquarters of the Anglican Orthodox 
Church.  Rev Rick has all the resources and challenges right at hand. I think you will 
enjoy it. 

The Good Shepherd 
 
In our Gospel reading: Jesus said, I am the good shepherd: the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and 
not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 
scattereth the sheep.The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and 
careth not for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and know my sheep, 
and am known of mine, even as the Father knoweth me, and I know the 
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, 
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear 
my voice; and there shall be one flock, and one shepherd. 
 

In saying this, Jesus was referring to the unfaithful shepherds of 
Israel, the kings and the priests that Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel spoke of. He then 
declared that He would be our Shepherd, and that He would be a good and faithful 
Shepherd. Jesus was also telling us that He is the fulfillment of the prophecies, such as 
this one from Ezekiel 34: 
 

And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,2 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of 
Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the 
shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?3 Ye eat the 
fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock.4 11 For thus 
saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out.12 As a 
shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I 
seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the 
cloudy and dark day. 
 
The Good Shepherd is of God.  He runs from no danger, but pays the price.   That 
should tell us Jesus paid our tab, then asked the price.  He told His disciples He was 
sorrowful to the point of death.  He really didn't want to go to the cross to suffer and 
die.  He cried out earnestly to His Father in heaven: Saying, Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. (Luke 22:42) 
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Jesus truly displayed great courage. I think that John Wayne best described courage 
when he said: Courage is being scared to death, but saddling up anyway. Jesus 
displayed great courage because He is the Good Shepherd.  He is not a hireling, but the 
Owner of the sheep.  So, He could not run.   His duty lay with the flock.  He could not 
deny the need of the flock. He could not take care of Himself, first. The Good Shepherd 
lays down His life for the sheep. So Jesus died on the cross…in our place. He died for 
His sheep, because we are His, and He is the Good Shepherd And, if He is the 
Shepherd, we must be the sheep. Sheep are, in fact, among the least intelligent of 
animals. They will wander from safety into danger without any thought. They will go 
where they cannot get back from without assistance, repeatedly.  They are helpless in 
the face of genuine danger, and do not understand the dangers that confront them, and 
even when they do, it is often too late for them to flee or do anything about it to protect 
themselves.                                T 
 

That is what makes the sheep a perfect image for God's people and the Shepherd the 
perfect image for God Himself.  We also, do not understand the depth of the danger we 
live in.  We do not always see sin for the evil thing that it is, nor do we often see our 
sins, as sins. We do not always follow God.  We follow our family, our friends, our 
neighbors, just like sheep, into things we ought not to do, and into attitudes and values 
which deny our God and betray the faith we confess.  Like sheep, we allow ourselves to 
be drawn away from what is wholesome and good, many times, by our expectation of 
some pleasure, joy, and some "greener grass" on the other side of the fence.  
 

When we do discover the danger, and see what we have done, we are not able to rectify 
it.  Even when we know we have gone astray, we are all too often unwilling to turn 
around, unwilling to do the things that we know would bless and benefit us, unwilling 
to give up the things we have become accustomed to, or the high regard of the people 
we have learned to treasure.  Instead we just stand still; right where we are, and await 
disaster rather than repent, ask for forgiveness, and turn away from whatever it is that 
threatens us.  
 

The devil, the world and our own sins can threaten and destroy us, if we are unwilling 
to give up whatever it is that draws our hearts and attention from a holy life of faith. 
Whatever it is that keeps us from His Word, whatever it is that makes us too busy to 
pray or too important to put the others first. Anything which delights us or frightens us 
into placing God and His grace out of our minds or out of our priorities is one of those 
things that threaten us. Anything that causes us to forget to trust God, or causes us to 
despair of God's love, good will, and forgiveness, threatens us. Jesus is the Son of God, 
God of God, and Very God of Very God …who came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary and was made man.   
 

That means He became one of us, taking on human nature, flesh and blood and was 
born fully human, while still truly and fully God as well.  
 

The truth is Jesus lived without sin, and spent the last years of His life teaching His 
disciples and doing things which should have identified Him as the promised Messiah 
of the Old Testament, the Savior intended by God for our rescue from our sins.  
 

Then Jesus died.  "The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep."  He died on a 
cross, as we just celebrated on Good Friday.  His death was ours.  We had earned it and 
we deserved it, and He did not, but He died for us and in our place anyhow.  Because of 
His great love and His self-giving sacrifice, we are forgiven.  Our sins are not held 
against us.  We are no longer considered guilty, and deserving punishment and death, 
but holy and righteous because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
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Jesus won this for all men, and God has promised that all who trust His promises, and 
expect what He has promised will receive and possess those promises, forgiveness, 
love, and blessings, along with life everlasting, though His Son, Jesus Christ.  
 

Jesus' sheep hear His voice and follow Him.  We follow Him trusting in His power of 
eternal life. We hear His voice, all are faithful. We follow by faithfully delighting in His 
will, and walking in His ways.  We believe in Him, and we cling to His Word, His truth 
and most importantly we follow His voice.  
 

Jesus said His sheep hear His voice.  Those who cannot hear it are not His sheep.  Those 
who will not listen are not His sheep.  Those who will not believe the things His voice is 
saying are not His sheep.  Those who will not follow Jesus are not His sheep.  In the 
days of Jesus, shepherds led their sheep; they did not drive them like cattle.  In fact, you 
cannot drive sheep as one might drive a herd of cows.  You have to lead 
them. Shepherds of old would meet and their flocks would mingle, but when it came 
time to part, the shepherds would simply walk away and call out, and their sheep 
would each hear his shepherd's voice and follow the their shepherd because he was 
their shepherd, whom they knew and trusted.  Jesus' sheep hear his voice.  He said so.  
Those who do not hear and follow Him are simply and sadly not His sheep. And Jesus 
is the Good Shepherd. There are other shepherds out there.  They speak different words 
and lead in different directions.  Each has his own agenda, and do not care for the 
sheep, except as a means to their own needs.  They do not love the sheep because they 
do not own them, and they cannot save them, because the kind of saving the sheep 
need is beyond anyone but Jesus.  When life’s dangers confront the sheep, those false 
shepherds, those hirelings, run away and abandon the sheep to their destruction.      
 

But Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  That means you are safe. The Good Shepherd lays 
down His life for the sheep.  He will protect and keep us in all things. He will guide and 
bless us.  He will not desert us in our hour of need, because He is not merely a hired 
hand.  We need have no fear of life or death.  He is our Shepherd.  He has loved us to 
death, and into everlasting life. Jesus knew that we were like sheep and not able to 
understand, and not able to sense the danger we were in, and not able to help ourselves, 
so it is finished, He has gone to the cross for our salvation. He has spoken His love for 
us in His Word and Sacrament. And as we again read from Ezekiel the 34th Chapter: 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. Only the Good Shepherd is the One promised in ancient 
prophecy: " 14 I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall 
their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the 
mountains of Israel.15 I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord 
GOD.16 I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind 
up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and 
the strong; I will feed them with judgment. 
 

He has sought you.  He has gathered us into His flock. He has healed our deepest 
wounds, and He shed His blood for our sins.  
 

And He gives us the peace that passes all understanding. So listen for His voice.  Be 
careful to hear His voice and not the voice of another.  And when we have heard His 
voice, and know that it is His voice, we will follow Him.   
 

Do not let anything, success, family, friends, pleasures, fear, troubles, or sorrows, or any 
other thing stand in your way, but follow Him.  Be at peace in whatever circumstance 
you may find yourself; for Jesus Christ, your Shepherd, is the Good Shepherd.  
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Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon 
We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon.  If you want people to come to The 

Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live the 
truth.    This is really a good piece and I commend it to your careful 
reading. 
 

Second Sunday after Easter 
 

Consider the words of our lesson from the book of Ezekiel wherein 
the prophet was given to pronounce, For thus saith the Lord GOD; 

Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh 
out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out 
my sheep , and will deliver out of all places where they have been scattered in the 
cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from 
the countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains 
of Israel... (34:11-13).  
 

In a later chapter, the prophet was given of the LORD to say more on this subject: . . . 
Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are 
dried, our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto 
them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and 
brought you up out of your graves, and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and 
I shall place you in your own land: then ye shall know that I the LORD have spoken it, 
and performed it, saith the LORD (37:11-14).  
 

The prophet Jeremiah was also given to write on the dispersal and re- gathering of 
Israel when he prophesied saying, Because they have forsaken my law which I set 
before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; but have walked 
after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught 
them: therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them 
wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. I will scatter them also among the 
heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after 
them, till I have consumed them (9:13- 16). . . He that scattered Israel will gather him, 
and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock (31:10).  
 

Both Ezekiel and Jeremiah were well known as bearers of bad tidings to the people of 
Judah and Jerusalem. The LORD had commissioned them to warn the descendants of 
Jacob about his coming judgment for their sins against him. Yet, sprinkled through their 
proclamations of judgment were passages such as our lesson today where God made 
known that he would redeem the remnant and restore them to the land which he had 
sworn to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that he would give them.  
 

From the beginning of their history, the children of Israel have been notoriously stiff-
necked and willful. Consider the following examples of their refusenik nature.  
After leaving Egypt, they set up a false god to worship (32:1-6). God dealt with the 
rebels as Moses called on the Levites to draw their swords and slay several thousand of 
the wicked. Moses then had the golden calf ground to powder and the dust thereof was 
cast into water which the people were forced to drink. 
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In the book of Numbers, we are told of their refusal to enter the land of promise because 
they were afraid, and as a result, the LORD their God forbade them to go in and take 
possession of that good land for some forty years (13:26-33; 14:1-3).  
 

Even after entering the land of Canaan, they refused to follow through on God’s 
command that they drive out the heathen peoples living there (Judges 2:1- 3). As a 
result, the LORD made the Canaanites a stumbling block and a thorn in their flesh. 
They also sought to have kings over them instead of the one, true and living God (I 
Samuel 8:1-8). Saul— their first king— was rebellious and self- willed, and God soon 
replaced him with David. Under David’s leadership, the people conquered Jerusalem 
and it became their capital (II Samuel 5:6-12) as well as their seat of worship. Later, 
David’s son, Solomon, constructed the first great Temple upon Mount Moriah (I Kings 
6:1). But even those great men were plagued by sinful acts and bouts of willfulness. The 
rest of the kings of both Judah and Israel were for the most described as being persons 
who did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD (II Kings 13:11).  
 

Things got so bad in the northern kingdom of Israel that God permitted them to be 
carted off into captivity by the Assyrians in 721 B.C. The southern kingdom lasted but 
another 135 years before it too was carried away into captivity by the Babylonian 
Chaldeans. And while the people of Judah and Benjamin were eventually permitted to 
return to their homeland, the ten tribes of the northern kingdom did not begin their 
return until centuries after Judah had formally returned.  
 

The catastrophes of 70 and 135 A.D. saw the Jews reduced, and then removed from the 
land of Canaan which was renamed Palestine by the Romans. With their homeland 
taken from them, their holy Temple destroyed, and their population greatly reduced, 
the name “Wandering Jew” took hold. While some of the Roman emperors tolerated 
them, with the coming of Constantine and his elevation of the Christian faith, the Jew 
became a hated and maligned figure agreeable to the prophecy of Moses found in 
Deuteronomy (28:63-68).  
 

The prophet Zechariah affirmed the above when he penned the following:  
But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped their ears, that 
they should not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should 
hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the 
former prophets... I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they 
knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor 
returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate (7:11-14).  
 

Scripture makes it abundantly clear that the LORD God scattered the children of Israel 
because of their sins and trespasses. While the first two scatterings (the kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah) were for the most part regional, the last one in 70 A.D. was over a 
much wider area, literally from one end of heaven to the other, and over a much longer 
period of time.  
 

And on account of their rejection of their promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, God deprived 
them of their homeland, the Temple, and the great city of Jerusalem. With the loss of the 
Temple, they had no place to offer their sacrifices to the LORD; and no sacrifices meant 
no atonement. The loss of Jerusalem meant there was no place to erect a new temple, for 
it could only be set up there. And without their homeland, they were a people 
dispossessed and left to wander about with no true national home. They would try to 
adapt themselves as citizens of the countries where they migrated, but they generally 
met with little success and much sorrow.  
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The Bible says that there is but one homeland for the children of Israel and that is the 
land of promise. And so the Diaspora in 70 AD was that scattering among the heathen 
nations which had been foretold them by Moses when he prophesied that, . . . among 
these... shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the LORD 
shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind: and thy 
life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have 
none assurance of thy life (Deuteronomy 28:65-66). And our Lord prophetically warned 
them on account of their failure to know the time of their visitation when he said, 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord (St. 
Matthew 23:38- 39).  
 

Forty years later, Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans and bulk of the people were 
sold into slavery. The Bar-Cochba Revolt (132-135 A.D.) seems to have been the final 
phase of third scattering as the Romans finished their work of driving the remaining 
Jews out of Judea and into Galilee. The children of Israel had become as Moses had 
prophesied, a stateless people. It was on account of the aforementioned events, that 
several notable Christian scholars— from antiquity even until today— believe that God 
has washed his hands of the children of Jacob who have, on so many occasions, rejected 
his word and commandment.  
 

In spite of all this, God’s promise to the patriarchs remains in force. Throughout the 
books of the prophets, God spoke to the children of Israel promising them, And it shall 
come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, 
which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, 
whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee, And shalt return unto the LORD... then 
the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will 
return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered 
thee... And... will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it, and he will do thee good and multiply thee above thy fathers (Deuteronomy 
30:1-5). He has preserved for himself a remnant. In the book of Isaiah, God made it 
plain that, Except the LORD of host had left unto us a very small remnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah (1:9).  
 

In the book of Jeremiah, the prophet reminded the people that, For lo, the days come, 
saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith 
the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave their fathers, and they 
shall possess it (30:3). And in that same book, God affirmed his relationship to them 
when spoke of the unbreakable nature of the covenant with them (31:31-40).  
In the book of Zechariah we are told, Behold I will save my people from the east 
country, and from the west country; and I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the 
midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in 
righteousness (8:7-8).  
 

If God is willing to save and restore for his purposes a people who had been long in 
rebellion against him, what joy there should be in our hearts because he has promised 
us— who had once been in rebellion and separated from him— that he will not suffer 
us to be taken from the hand of our Saviour. Our Lord has promised to finish the work 
he began so long ago. On a day known only to the Father, our Lord will, pour upon the 
house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon me [Jesus Christ] whom they have pierced, and 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn (Zechariah 12:10). And so God will 
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gather all true believers to himself in one fold and one flock. What a joy there will be on 
that day, so pray for the hastening of it. And pray also that others will be joined to our 
Lord in his salvific work by our life and witness on his behalf.  
 
Let us pray, 
 

 LORD our God, who art the author of all life upon this orb; grant we beseech 
thee thy blessings and lovingkindness upon the nation of Israel; take away their 
heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh; breathe upon them and restore 

them as you have prophesied through your prophets, so that they might come to a 
saving knowledge of him who is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, and without whom no 
person can be saved, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
 
Have a blessed week, Bryan+  
 
Guest Sermon - William Arnot 
Bishop Jerry writes … An old friend of mine who deceased in 1875 wrote the following 

sermon. He was a favorite of my father's and 
now is one of my favorites. He has a gift to 
explain God's Word in terms that the simple 
(such as I am) can understand. 
 

Anchor of the Soul 
 
Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into 
that within the veil. 

Hebrews vi. 19.  
 
In the margin of the ocean that surrounds and 
laves our island home, an object of absorbing 
interest may often be observed, —a ship riding at 
anchor near a lee shore in an angry sea. She has 
drifted, ere she was aware, too near a rock-bound 
coast: the wind is blowing direct on shore: there 
is not room to tack: whether she should point her 
prow north or south, she will strike a projecting 
headland ere she can escape from the bay. One 
resource remains, —to anchor where she is till 

the wind change. 
 
There she lies. Stand on this height and look down upon her through the drifting spray. 
I scarcely know in nature a more interesting or more suggestive sight. The ship is 
dancing on the waves: she appears to be in their power and at their mercy. Wind and 
water combine to make her their sport. Destruction seems near; for if the vessel's hull is 
dashed by these waves upon the rocks of the coast, it will be broken into a thousand 
pieces. But you have stood and looked on the scene a while, and the ship still holds her 
own. Although at first sight she seemed the helpless plaything of the elements, they 
have not overcome—they have not gained upon her yet. She is no nearer destruction 
than when you first began to gaze in anticipation of her fate. The ship seems to have no 
power to resist the onset of wind and wave. She yields to every blast and every billow. 

O 
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This moment she is tossed aloft on the crest of a wave, and the next she sinks heavily 
into the hollow. Now her prow goes down beneath an advancing breaker, and she is 
lost to view in the spray; but anon she emerges, like a sea-fowl shaking the water from 
her wings and rejoicing in the tumult. As she quivered and nodded giddily at each 
assault, you thought, when first you arrived in sight, that every moment would prove 
her last but now that you have watched the conflict long, it begins to assume in your 
mind another aspect, and promise another end. These motions of the ship now, instead 
of appearing the sickly movements of the dying, seem to indicate the calm, confident 
perseverance of conscious strength and expected victory. Let winds and waves do their 
worst, that ship will meet them fearless, will hold her head to the blast, and maintain 
her place in defiance of their power. What is the secret of that ship's safety.? No other 
ship is in sight to which she may cling: no pillar stands within reach to which she may 
be moored. The bond of her security is a line that is unseen. The ship is at anchor. The 
One on which she hangs does not depend on the waters, or anything that floats there; it 
goes through the waters, and fastens on a sure ground beyond 'them. Thus, though the 
ship cannot escape from the wild waters, she is safe on their surface. She cannot, 
indeed, take the wings of a dove and fly away so as to be at rest; but the sea cannot 
cover her, and the wind cannot drive her on the beach. She must, indeed, bear a while 
the tempest's buffetings; but she is not for a moment abandoned to the tempest's will. 
The motto of that ship is the motto once held aloft in triumph by a tempted but heroic 
soul: "We are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but 
not destroyed" (2 Cor. iv. 8, 9). 
 
An immortal creature on this changeful life is like a ship upon the ocean. On the 
strength of that obvious analogy the apostle intimates, by a bold yet perspicuous figure, 
that we have " an anchor of the soul." The soul, considered as a passenger on the 
treacherous sea of Time, needs an anchor; and an anchor "sure and steadfast" is 
provided for the needy soul. 
 
In many respects the world, and life on it, are like the sea. Itself restless, it cannot permit 
to rest any of the pilgrims that tread its heaving, shifting surface. At some times, and in 
some places, great tempests rise; but even in its ordinary condition it is always and 
everywhere uncertain, deceptive, dangerous. Currents of air and currents of ocean 
intermingle with and cross each other in endless and unknown complications, bringing 
even the most skilful mariner to his wit's end—making him afraid either to stand still or 
to advance. On this heaving sea we must all lie. Even our Father in heaven does not lift 
up his own, and Christ the Son does not ask him so to do: “ I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world; but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil." 
The best that can be done for them, in this world, is to preserve them from sinking or 
striking on the shore. The soul is tossed by many temptations; but the anchor of the soul 
is sure and steadfast within the veil. Without are fightings, within are fears, —all these 
are against us; but one thing will over-balance and overcome them—" Our life is hid 
with Christ in God." 
 
Hope sometimes signifies the act of a human spirit laying hold of an unseen object, and 
sometimes the object unseen whereon the human spirit in its need lays hold. These two 
significations may be combined together: they are so combined here. " The Hope set 
before us," is Christ entered for us now within the veil; and the hope that " we have," is 
the exercise of a believing soul when it trusts in the risen Redeemer. These two cannot 
be separated. The one is the grasp which a believing soul takes of Christ, and the other 
Is the Christ whom a believing soul is grasping. These two run so close together that 
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you cannot perceive where the joining Is. " I am the vine, ye are the branches." Even so. 
Lord; and what human eye can tell the very line which marks where the branch ends 
and the vine begins? Christians are members of Christ, —of his flesh and of his bones. " 
As he is, so are we in this world." " Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me. -*" "Which 
Hope we have." If you ask me, Whether does he mean, by hope, the Christ on whom his 
soul is leaning, or his own act of leaning on Christ } I answer, Both. You cannot have 
one of these without having both. The branch has the vine; but it has also its own living 
growth into the vine. And if it had not that living growth into the vine, it would not 
have the vine. So the soul has Christ, and also its own living faith in Christ, wanting 
which it would have no Christ. 
 
Mark well here what it is that renders a disciple safe and firm as he floats on the 
rushing tide of Time. It is not terror of the Lord in his conscience. Such terror may 
awaken a slumberer, and make him flee to that which will keep him; but the terror itself 
cannot keep him. Fear repels; it is hope that holds; —blessed hope! 
 
The anchor must not be cast on anything that floats on the water, however large and 
solid it may seem. The largest thing that floats is an iceberg. But although an iceberg 
does not shake like a ship, but seems to receive the waves and permit them to break on 
its sides as they break on the shore, it would be ruin to anchor the ship to it. The larger 
and the less would drift the same way, and perish together. Ah! this stately Church—
this high-seeming and high-sounding ecclesiastical organization, woe to the human 
spirit that is tempted in the tossing to make fast to that great imposing mass! It is not 
sure and steadfast. It is floating: it moves with the current of the world: it moves to an 
awful shore! Not there, not there! Your hope, when you stretch it out and up for eternal 
life, must enter " into that within the veil, whither the Forerunner is for us entered." 
 
Nor will it avail a drifting ship to fix its anchor on itself It would be very childish to try 
this method; but I have seen full-grown people betake themselves with great energy to 
this foolish shift. When a boat on a stream broke adrift with a few unskilful people on 
board, I have seen them in their alarm grasp the gunwale and bend themselves and 
draw with all their might in the direction of the shore! In spite of their drawing, the boat 
glided with them down the stream. In the concerns of the soul such childishness is even 
more common. Faith in one's own faith or charity is a common exercise among men. 
Beware! Hope must go out for a hold; even as the ship's anchor must be flung away 
from the ship. The eye is made for looking with, not for looking at. Away from all in 
ourselves, and out through all that floats like ourselves on this shifting sea, we must 
throw the anchor of the soul through the shifting waters into Him who holds them in 
the hollow of his hand. 
 
Mark, further, that hope in Christ is specifically the anchor of the soul. Here, like draws 
to like: spirit to spirit. God is a Spirit, and they that worship him worship him in spirit. 
There is no anchor that will make our temporal possessions fast. Wealth, and friends, 
and even life, may drift away any day on the flood; and no power on earth can arrest 
the movement. These bodily things may or may not abide with a Christian; but his 
anchor does not hold them. It is only an anchor of the soul, not an anchor of the body. 
We must not expect from the Lord what he never promised. 
 
There are contrivances not a few in our day for fixing material property, so that it shall 
not drift away in the currents of time. The system of assurances both on life and 
property has reached an enormous magnitude. Amidst its great and manifold branches, 
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the wicked have of late years, like wild beasts in a forest, found cover for various 
crimes. Things are now made fast which our forefathers thought essentially uncertain, 
like the currents of the ocean. Treasures are insured while they cross the sea in ships, so 
that, though the vessel go to the bottom, the importer gets his own. The food and 
clothing of a wife and children, which formerly were left to float on the uncertain 
waters of the husband and father's life, are made fast by insurance to an anchor which 
holds them, although that life should glide away. Taking up the obvious analogy 
employed in this scripture, one of the insurance societies has adopted the anchor as its 
name. 
 
But the action of these anchors is limited to things seen and temporal. They cannot be 
constructed so as to catch and keep any spiritual thing. They may hold fast a wife's 
fortune, when the life of the bread-winner falls in; but they cannot maintain joy- in her 
heart, or kindle light in her eye. Far less can they insure against the shipwreck of the 
soul. With these things they do not intermeddle. All the world may be gained for a man, 
and kept for him too, and yet he is a loser, if he lose his own soul. Only one anchor can 
grasp and hold the better part of man—and that is the hope which enters into the 
heavens, and fastens there in Jesus. 
 
The anchor—in as far as it indicates the object which hope grasps—the anchor is " sure 
and steadfast." The expressions are exact and full. The words are tried words. They are 
given in order that we might have strong consolation who have fled for refuge to the 
hope set before us. 
 
There are two cases in which one's hope may be disappointed: the support you lean on 
may be unwilling or unable to sustain you. In the one case it is deception; in the other, 
weakness. A Christian's hope is not exposed to either flaw: it is both "sure and 
steadfast;" that is, the Redeemer, who holds them, is willing and able. He will not 
falsely let you go, nor feebly faint beneath your weight. He is true and strong—for these 
are the words. He both will and can keep that which we commit to him against that 
day.  
 
With the same meaning, but by means of another analogy, Christ is represented 
elsewhere in Scripture as a foundation; and it is intimated that the foundation is a tried 
one. It has been put to the strain, and has stood the test.  
 
In modern practice great importance attaches to the trying of an anchor. Many ships 
have been lost through accident or fraud in the manufacture. The instrument had a 
good appearance, but there was a flaw in its heart; and when the strain came, it 
snapped, and all was lost. For the security of the subject, the Government have erected 
an apparatus for testing anchors; and the royal seal is stamped on those that have been 
approved. When the merchantman purchases an anchor so certified, he has confidence 
that it will not fail him in his need. It is interesting, and even solemn work, to test 
anchors, and stamp them as approved. Beware! set not the seal on one that is doubtful, 
for many precious lives will yet be entrusted to its keeping.  
 
He who is now the anchor of the soul within the veil, was " made perfect through 
suffering." The safety of which this text speaks, is safety such as an anchor affords. This 
is different from the safety of a ship on a stormless sea, and different from the safety of 
a ship that is moored fore and aft within the walls of a harbour. Both these positions are 
safe; but they differ both from each other and from safety by an anchor. Man unfallen 
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enjoyed the first kind of safety, and the ransomed in rest enjoy the second; but the place 
of a believer in the body is neither like that of a ship on a calm sea, nor like that of a ship 
within the harbour, —it is like a ship exposed to raging winds above, and deceitful 
currents below. Such a soul may be abundantly safe; but its safety is of the kind that a 
ship enjoys while it is exposed to the storms, and before it reaches the haven – the safety 
that an exposed ship enjoys through an anchor that is sure and steadfast. Take now a 
series of practical lessons.  
 
1. The ship that is kept by an anchor, although safe, is not at ease. It does not, on the one 
hand, dread destruction; but neither, on the other hand, does it enjoy rest. " Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you." Those who have 
entered the harbor do not need an anchor; and those who are drifting with the stream 
do not cast one out. The hope which holds is neither for the world without nor the 
glorified within, but for Christ's people as they pass through life rejoicing with 
trembling; faint, yet pursuing. " In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer: I have overcome the world."  
 
2. But further: the ship that is held by an anchor is not only tossed in the tempest like 
other ships, - it is tossed more than other ships. The ship that rides at anchor 
experiences rackings and heavings that ships which drift with the tide do not know. So, 
souls who have no hold of Christ seem to lie softer on the surface of a heaving world 
than souls that are anchored on his power and love. The drifting ship, before she 
strikes, is more smooth and more comfortable than the anchored one; but when she 
strikes, the smoothness is all over. The pleasures of sin are sweet to those who taste 
them; but the sweetness is only for a season. “The wicked shall be driven away in his 
iniquity; but the righteous hath hope in his death."  
 
3. When the anchor has been cast into a good ground, the heavier the strain that comes 
on it, the deeper and firmer grows its hold. As winds and currents increase in violence, 
the anchor bites more deeply into the solid, and so increases its preserving power. It is 
thus with a trusting soul: temptations, instead of driving him away from his Saviour, 
only fix his affections firmer on the Rock of Ages. " When I am weak, then am I strong;" 
when I am most exposed, then am I safest, in the hollow of my Redeemer's hand. If you 
have hold, it is in a time of temptation that you will increase the intensity of your grasp. 
Accordingly you find, as a general rule, that those Christians who have passed through 
a great fight of afflictions are stronger in the faith than others who have always sailed 
on a smooth sea.  
 
4. The ship that is anchored is sensitive to every change of wind or tide, and ever turns 
sharply round to meet and resist the stream, from what direction soever it may flow. A 
ship is safest with her head to the sea and the tempest. In great storms the safety of all 
often depends on the skill with which the sailors can keep her head to the rolling 
breakers. Life and death have sometimes hung, for a day and a night in the balance, 
whether the weary steersman could keep her head to the storm until the storm should 
cease. Even a single wave allowed to strike her on the broadside might send all to the 
bottom. But to keep the ship in the attitude of safety, there is no effort and no art equal 
to the anchor. As soon as the anchor feels the ground, the vessel that had been drifting 
broadside, is brought up, and turns to the waves a sharp prow that cleaves them in two 
and sends them harmless along the sides.  
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Watch from a height any group of ships that may be lying in an open roadstead. At 
night when you retire they all point westward; in the morning, they are all looking to 
the east. Each ship has infallibly felt the first veering of the wind or water, and instantly 
veered in the requisite direction, so that neither wind nor wave has ever been able to 
strike her on the broadside. Thereby hangs the safety of the ship. Ships not at anchor do 
not turn and face the foe. The ship that is left loose will be caught by a gust on her side, 
and easily thrown over.  
 
As with ships, so with souls: those that are anchored feel sensitively the direction and 
strength of the temptation, and instantly turn to meet and to overcome it; whereas those 
that are not anchored are suddenly overcome, and their iniquities, like the wind, carry 
them away. " We are saved by hope; " —saved not only from being outcast in the end, 
but from yielding to temptation now.  
 
It is a vain imagination that rises in ignorant minds against the gospel of Christ, that 
when a sinner gets a glad hope in Christ's mercy, he will not be careful to obey Christ's 
law. It is an old objection, and perhaps it is human and natural; but it is not real—it is 
not true. As certainly as the anchored ship feels every gust and every current, and turns 
sharply round to face and fight it; so certainly a soul that has hope in Christ has a quick 
and sure instinct to detect influences and companionships and customs that dishonour 
the Lord and ensnare his people. And as the hopeful soul surely detects the danger, it 
also, in virtue of its hold and hope, turns round to meet, to resist, and to make the devil 
flee.  
 
I suppose no youth, since Pharaoh reigned in Egypt, has been exposed to a greater 
strain of temptation than that which Joseph overcame in Potiphar's house. But it was 
hope that saved him, as the anchor saves the ship. If he had not been at peace with God, 
he would have been like a ship caught on the broadside by a hurricane. It was the 
anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast within the veil before the blast began, that 
enabled him to overcome it: " How can I do this great evil, and sin against God?''  
 
5. When the ship is anchored, and the sea is running high, there is great commotion at 
her bows. The waves in rapid succession come on and strike. When they strike they are 
broken, and leap, white and angry, high up on the vessel's sides. This tumult is by no 
means agreeable in itself; but the mariner on board would not like to want it, for it is the 
sign of safety. If, while wind and waves continue to rage, he should observe that this 
commotion had suddenly ceased, he would not rejoice. He would look eagerly over the 
bulwarks, and seeing the water blue on her bows, instead of the hissing, roaring spray, 
he would utter a scream of terror. The smoothness at her bows indicates to him that her 
anchor is dragging. The ship is drifting with wind and water to the shore.  
 
Such, too, is the experience of a soul. Brother, you hope in Christ. Do not be surprised 
that the currents of fashion rub sometimes rudely against you. It is explained by a text 
in the Bible: " The friendship of the world is enmity with God." If you are fixed, a great 
flood is rushing by, and it must needs cause a commotion round you. An impetuous 
tide of worldliness will dash disagreeably against you from time to time. Do not be too 
anxious to make all smooth. Peace may be bought too dear. When the mighty stream of 
vanity on which you float produces no ruffling at the point of contact, —when it is not 
disagreeable to you, and you not disagreeable to it, —suspect that your anchor is 
dragging, that it has lost its hold, and that you are drifting into danger.  
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Cast in the anchor while the sea is calm: you will need it to lean on when the last strain 
comes on! 
 
After Church Hospitality 
Now that this is a worldwide report, we are soliciting snack pictures from parishes who 
actually have after church snacks.   
 
People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 
blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful 
Centurion to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer 
card at church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 
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Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 
Travel 
No scheduled travel this week. 
 
Birthday 
Terri Jennings celebrated her 58th Birthday on 26 April 2014. 
 
Anniversary 
Rev Rick and Virginia Reid celebrated their 35th Anniversary on 7 April 2014. 
 
Move 
The Thomas Family is now in Okinawa for a second short tour.  Please pray for this new 

assignment to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the kids to make new friends.  
In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will develop good friends and 
schoolmates there so as to further their development as both Christians and 
citizens.  Give thanks the safe move and ask for continued good developments. 

 
Departed 
Brian Smith left for home on 21 April 2014, after a long battle with lung cancer; it cannot 

be said the cancer won, he is with the Lord in victory.  He was able to do what he 
wanted and needed to do until two days before his death, for that we are all 
grateful.  His only concern about leaving was for his wonderful wife Melany 
who of necessity remains behind.  Please give thanks for his safe passage and 
pray that Mel will keep her trust in the Lord and let Him carry her worry. 

 
Three hundred Korean high school students perished in the sinking of Korean passenger 

vessel, SEWOL, on 16 April 2014.  Please pray for peace of mind, soul and heart 
for the families of those who perished.  Please give thanks for the bravery and 
compassion of PARK Ji Young, aged 22 years, who remained on board to help 
rescue as many souls as possible. She even gave a student her own life vest. Her 
body was later found floating in the frigid waters of the sea.  Ask God to help the 
families deal with their grief. 

 
Andrew Scally passed away after a difficult time on 10 April 2014.   Please pray for peace 

of mind for Andrew’s family, in particular his son Keith who has been there to 
help him.  Pray for his family to put their trust in our Lord and let God carry 
their worries as they adjust to his absence. 

 
Selma Martinez passed away on 12 April 2014.  Please pray for peace of mind for her 

husband Luis, as well as for trust in the Lord for him and the rest of the family, 
in particular her daughter Andrea. 

 
Nearing the end of their time here on earth 
Alan is a victim of metastasized colon cancer already destroying his liver. His youngest 

sister has put aside her hard-earned career to care for her brother in these days 
on earth. Please pray for him as he prepares to go home to be with his family 
who have gone before him. Please pray for comfort, understanding, strength and 
guidance for Alan and his family who will of necessity remain behind. 

 
Paul has dementia and does not remember to eat. He has been in the hospital the last 

few days and will return to the Nursing Home today.  Pray he will eat and that 
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his family will be together in one accord as they take care of him.  He is being 
moved from one hospital to a larger one this morning because of blood issues. 

 
Saundra is in ICU with congestive heart failure after a heart operation.  She is aged and 

frail.  Saundra is near the end of her time here on earth.  Please pray for comfort, 
understanding, strength and guidance for Saundra and her family who will of 
necessity remain behind.  Pray for the love of God to stay foremost in their 
hearts. 

 
Polly is in hospice care with dementia and spinal stenosis.  Please pray for her as she 

prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for 
the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good.   

 
Homebound or Infirm 
Martha and Irene both have Alzheimer's Disease. Pray that their hearts will stay close to 

Jesus. 
 
Walter has many health issues and is growing weaker and weaker. Pray Walter will 

learn to be able to swallow correctly.  
 
Joan has had serious medical problems that have kept her confined.  On 26 September 

2013, she took a fall. Please pray that in the weeks ahead her health will remain 
stable. 

 
Lou has aspiration pneumonia.  Please pray for the infection to be knocked down and 

for her continued recovery. 
 
Frank has been coping with various ailments from older age. He is in his 90s and it has 

been a difficult year.  Pray he will find comfort in God, that those who provide 
care to him will pay attention to him, do their best and give him the love we all 
desire.  Pray that the coming year will provide relief to him. 

 
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 

with both dementia and Alzheimer’s.  She is slowly drifting away, though she 
still recognizes Sara and prayer gives her a sense of peace.  Please pray for both 
Sara and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they 
can deal with the many problems involved.  

 
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Sarah, wife of Rev Geordie (AOC – UK), has been treating for ovarian cancer.  The 

treatment has not worked and she has been advised her time here on earth is 
short.  Please pray for a miraculous remission; that Sarah’s remaining time here 
on earth might be good.  Help Sarah, Geordie and their family put their trust in 
the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 
Rev. Thomas Brooks is not improving and being kept alive by artificial machines. Please 

pray for a miraculous recovery and if that not be God’s Will, a rapid passing to 
home. Help Thomas’ family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their 
worry 

 
Ronnie has kidney cancer that has spread and the surgeons are very concerned. Please 

pray the medical team to formulate a successful treatment plan and for a 
miraculous remission; that Ronnie’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Ronnie and family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 
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Levi was cancer free for 4 years and just discovered he has kidney cancer. Levi has a 
great deal of faith and said whether he is healed or God takes him home he will 
be fine. Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to their best and 
for a good outcome.  Pray also that Levi and family will be able to put their 
worry on God’s shoulders.  In particular, please pray for pain relief; Levi is 22 
years old. 

 
Ray Daley is a member of the Royal Canadian Legion and served his country during the 

Korean War era. Ray is taking chemotherapy treatments for cancer. Meanwhile 
his son Trevor is in the hospital in a coma and seems to have lost the will to live.  

 
Pat has been under treatment for colon cancer for sometime.  He has had major 

complications the last few days and your prayers will be appreciated by family 
and friends. 

 
Sasha a young lady with a husband and two children had diagnosed with breast cancer 

whose cells have spread.  They are now in the bone marrow, without a miracle 
from God she will be leaving soon.  Right now she is in the hospital.  Her spirit is 
still strong and asks you continue to keep her in your prayers.  Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that her remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Sasha and her family, particularly her husband, put their trust in the Lord 
and let Him carry their worry. Sasha is grateful for all who pray for her and asks 
you continue to pray for her remaining time here on earth. 

 
Dorothy had pneumonia, on checking her lungs they found tumors which permeated 

the lung area.  Further investigation found a primary site in the colon, with the 
lung being secondary.  It would appear there is no viable treatment at this time.  
Please pray for a miraculous remission; that her remaining time here on earth 
might be good.  Help Dorothy and her family put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry. 

 
Scott, one of our Lord's ministers who collapsed a week ago and is in the ICU of a 

Medical Center since he had a pulmonary embolism, with a concurrent infection 
of several bacterial agents. He has stopped breathing on several occasions, and 
may have undergone brain damage. He currently is on DNR. Please pray for 
recovery so that he will continue to do his Lord’s calling. 

 
Becky has fourth stage metastasized lung cancer and is not doing well with 

chemotherapy treatments.  Please pray for Becky and her husband as they are 
together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 
Jane has fourth stage cancer and is not doing well.  Please pray for Jane and her family 

as they are together during this difficult time in their lives. 
 
Larry Howes suffered a fairly severe stroke. 4 December 2012, doctors replaced a valve in 

a shunt that had been put in about two weeks before, and Larry responded very 
well.  He was able to go home.  

 
Pray also for confidence in our Lord for Larry and his family.  Larry needs a 
miracle, pray for one.  Please. 

 
Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to 

one of her lungs.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 
 
Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving 

chemotherapy and is having difficulty eating.  Please pray for the medical team 
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treating her to pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in 
our Lord for Christine and her family. 

 
Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 

been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 
Surgery 
Weir is a survivor of two malignancies (prostrate and colon). Recently Weir underwent 

further tests and he will have to have almost all of his large intestine removed. 
His surgery will be Friday 28 March 2014.  All will appreciate your prayer. 

 
Timothy Howes, age 90, is expected to undergo resection surgery for a twisted bowel on 

16 March 2014, due to his age and other complications this is an extremely tense 
surgery.   Please pray for the surgical team to pay attention and to their best and 
for a good outcome.  Pray also Timothy and his family, in particular his son Rev 
Ken, to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 
Melody Summers of Gold Creek, Montana has been diagnosed with a brain tumor.  She is 

a very special person in the Gregr family’s lives. Please pray for the surgical team 
to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also Melody and 
her family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders.  Pray for a special 
miracle for her and her family. 

 
Mario has early-diagnosed prostate cancer and had surgery. Pray for complete 

remission and that Mario and his family will be able to put their worry on God’s 
shoulders. 

 
Priscilla was released from the hospital and is now walking and without pain. She is 

waiting for doctors to come from the USA and will then have an operation. 
Pricilla and her family thank you for your prayers. Please pray for the surgical 
team to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also 
Priscilla and her family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 
Dustin who was injured in a work accident when stainless steel sheet metal fell on his 

right hand.  His thumb was severely injured as some of the bones were crushed. 
Dustin will have surgery on Thursday 22 August 2013, to reconstruct and reset 
his thumb. They do not expect him to lose his thumb. Please pray for the surgical 
team to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that 
Dustin and family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 
Dave Pressey, a bishop with the Anglican Episcopal Church, one of our close fellow 

jurisdictions, had cataract surgery; his retina tore and he had emergency surgery 
on Memorial Day.  He still has only very blurred in his eye and has headaches.  
Please pray for healing for his retina and for peace of mind for Dave and his 
family. 

 
Eddie has upcoming bladder surgery.  Please pray for the surgical team to pay attention 

and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Eddie and family will be 
able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 
Testing and Treatment 
Dennis, nephew in law of Rev Rick Reid, had a seizure at work on 28 April 2014, and is 

hospitalized at the Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga, TN.   A brain scan there 
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found a what they initially thought was a tumor, but turned out to be an 
abnormality of the vessels of the brain. He is awake, responding to treatment and 
may be released soon.  There is much to be done.  Pray for strength, courage and 
understanding for Dennis and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the 
neurologists and other medical people treating him they might find the best 
course of treatment and allow Dennis to heal completely. 

 
Liz Strauch had a pineal cyst, which in the end responded well to a surgical draining last 

year.  Since November 2013, similar symptoms have returned.  A CT Scan turned 
up what is thought to be either a new cyst or an enlarged pineal gland.  More 
testing, including an EEG is in the works.  She can no longer work. Pray for 
strength, courage and understanding for Liz and her family, in particular her 
husband Ken and sons Caleb and Nathan; as well as for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment and 
allow Liz to heal completely. 

 
Steve fell from a roof Saturday, 5 April 2014. His injuries were multiple, extensive, 

severe, and life threatening.  He is slowly making improvements. He still has a 
long road to travel and is still in great need of prayers. Yours are very much 
appreciated.  Pray for strength, courage and understanding for Steve and his 
family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that 
they might find the best course of treatment and allow Steve to heal completely. 

 
Diane was hospitalized 25 March 2014, with a serious gastrointestinal related. Pray for 

strength, courage and understanding for Diane and her family; as well as for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best 
course of treatment and allow Diane to heal completely. 

 
Faye is in the hospital because she is weak has been receiving blood transfusions. Pray 

for strength, courage and understanding for Faye and her family; as well as for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best 
course of treatment and allow Faye to heal completely. 

 
Tom has heart and kidney problems. Pray for strength, courage and understanding for 

Tom and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people treating 
him that they might find the best course of treatment and allow Tom to heal 
completely. 

 
Harold has had a severe stroke.   He is now home, but his family is looking for a 

rehabilitation facility to help him recuperate.  Pray for strength, courage and 
understanding for Harold and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the 
medical people caring for him that they might find the best treatment facility to 
allow Harold to heal completely. 

 
Amos was in the hospital a few months ago because of severe eye problems and is back 

there with the doctors examining him. Pray for strength, courage and 
understanding for Amos and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating him that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 
Nathan has a tumor near his heart and had unsuccessful surgery.  He is undergoing 

chemotherapy in an effort to shrink the tumor, the pain is great and he is on 
morphine. Please pray for strength, courage and understanding for Nathan and 
his family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that 
they might find the best course of treatment. 
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Joe has had a preliminary ALS diagnosis. Pray the final diagnosis will something that 
will allow him to continue taking care of his devoted young family.  Pray for 
strength, courage and understanding for Joe and his family; as well as for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 
Mark had swelling and fluid buildup in his lungs.  It appears things may be getting 

under control.  He needs to use a Bi-Pap mask to breathe until his lungs clear and 
he hates it.  Pray that he will be able to adapt so his lungs can clear.  Please pray 
for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Mark, as well as for his family, and 
for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the 
best course of treatment. 

 
Preston is reacting poorly to recent neck surgery and now has problems with his liver 

count; Physicians feel that dialysis will help. There may be a blockage in the 
bowel and an operation might be necessary.  Please pray for the medical team to 
pay attention and to their best to determine how to help Preston and for a good 
outcome.  Pray also that Preston and family will be able to put their worry on 
God’s shoulders while Preston does his best to facilitate a return to good health. 

 
Marianne is hospitalized with a perforated colon. Please pray for peace of mind and 

trust in the Lord for Marianne, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance 
for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course of 
treatment. 

 
Erica has a non-malignant Brain Tumor which cannot be surgically removed due to the 

size and location.  They are going to attempt chemotherapy. Please pray for 
peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Erica, as well as for her family, and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best 
course of treatment. 

 
Brenda is in the hospital because of bleeding on her brain. Please pray for peace of mind 

and trust in the Lord for Brenda, as well as for her family, and for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 
Mackenzie is a young girl with leukemia. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the 

Lord for Mackenzie, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 
Anita was operated on for an Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma tumors and has been in 

remission for sometime. After a biopsy of her left lung, three nodules were 
located in one lung and two in the other. She and her husband are traveling a 
long distance on 25 September 2013, with hopes of being admitted to a research 
study at a major hospital for Genome Mapping of Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma.  
Furthermore, Anita is scheduled for surgery on 30 September 2013.  Please keep 
Anita and her family in prayer as they travel tomorrow and the week ahead. 

 
Mack has had diabetes most of his adult life. Circulation in his legs is very bad and 

doctors are considering amputation. Please pray his medication will help and he 
will not face amputation. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Mack and for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might 
find the best course of treatment. 
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Michael has been diagnosed with lung cancer recently after making it through gastro 
intestinal cancer last year. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Michael and his wife Gayle; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating him that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 
Ken Strauch has been tired and is anemic, he had a colonoscopy which found a pair of 

polyps which were removed and are being tested.  Just for good measure they 
found he has a hiatal hernia with ulcers, basically part of his stomach is pushed 
up into his esophagus and is bleeding from there.  Sounds there may be surgery 
involved. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Ken and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the best 
course of treatment. 

 
Adriano is in the hospital due to high sugar and high blood pressure. He is very weak 

and will appreciate your prayers. 
 
Heather recently found out she has cancer.  Please pray for peace of mind for her and for 

the medical team treating her will be guided to the right solution. 
 
Jim has had an aneurism and blood clots. Pray that healing will come. 
 
Laurie has been ill for two years and was admitted to the Emergency Room the night of 

23 July 2013, for dehydration.  She received a CAT scan, which turned up a spot 
on her lung. Laurie is an oncology nurse and fears the worst.  She has had 
numerous tests and the Physicians think it would be too risky to operate. Some 
other problems have been discovered and it is hopeful that new medicine will 
give her healing.  Please continue Laurie in Prayer. Please pray for peace of mind 
for Laurie and for God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they 
might find out the source of the problem and best course of treatment 

 
Georgia has liver and pancreatic cancer. The doctors are evaluating whether to do 

surgery and how to tackle the disease. Georgia is a faithful Christian and she will 
appreciate your prayers. Pray for God's guidance for the medical people treating 
her that they might find out the source of the problem and best course of 
treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and trust in God for Georgia and her 
family. 

 
Lana’s doctor found something on her lymph nodes and ovaries. Pray for God's 

guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find out the source 
of the problem and best course of treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and 
trust in God for Lana and her family. 

 
Healing  
Jere Wolf (Melanie Zimmer’s dad) was put into ICU the afternoon of 20 April 2014 

(Easter) with Congestive Heart Failure and a blocked aortic valve.  Mel writes: 
Sunday afternoon, they released Dad out of ICU and into a tiny HOT little room 
he shares with another guy at present. His cardiologist and his partner have both 
been in to check on Dad and agree that for the present, Dad is holding steady 
with his aortic valve still between .8 and .9 blocked off, but they do not feel at 
this time he needs a valve replacement, which is good as the only approved 
method would be through the unpleasant "Chest Cracking" and at this point he 
is nowhere strong enough to withstand that.  They also stated that even though 
they removed a full liter of fluid out of his left lung, his CHF is not better, if 
anything it is getting worse.  It will take a solid 6 weeks for his pneumonia to 
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clear.  His white count is rising, but they are keeping him on IV antibiotics.  
There is still fluid building up in his lungs, but they have chosen at this time to 
try to clear it via medication, but is off the Lasix and on his normal Bumex as it 
has been very rough on his only kidney.  Although he is down 1.6 units of blood 
again, (now at 10) we were told that the kidneys trigger the production of the red 
blood cells, and that with the kidney under the kind of stress it has been over 
these past 11 days, that could/should account for the count going down.  He is 
not eating enough to keep a bird alive and to get some idea of what I mean, since 
he has been in the hospital, he has maybe eaten the combined total of a Big Mac 
Meal and perhaps not the super sized one.  Based on this and having no energy 
at all, they are administering nutrients through the central line in his chest, 
(through the jugular vein) it is a thin clear fluid instead of the thicker white stuff 
that goes in normally via IV in the arm.  They got him up for a second attempt to 
walk, but he was only able to stand up and march in place just small steps.  He 
wants to be able to get out of that place.  Mom is being very strong and Cindy & I 
are doing our best but tonight I was a sticky chocolate mess.  I waited until I got 
out of his room, but it is very hard to see my Dad in his present condition.  He is 
very weak.  We are asking that you pray for him to gain strength, and personally 
for me to be strong enough to be supportive to Mom.  Though small in stature, 
my Dad has always been a strong gentle giant in my eyes.  I hope to have more 
positive news in my next update.  We do so appreciate all of the outpouring of 
love and support you have all given us. 

 
May God continue to bless each of your lives, Molly (another name for Mel) 

 
Please pray for Jere and family to keep their faith strong in the Lord, as well as 
for guidance for the medical team treating him. 

 
Donald is in the hospital and had his leg amputated on 14 April 2014. Pray he will adjust 

and healing will begin. 
 
Dallmus has lost 40 to 50 percent of his sight. Pray he will learn to cope with the 

situation and that he will trust in God to heal as He will. 
 
Lucius Dabney (father of Rev Bryan Dabney) is now at home recovering from an 

infection.  Please pray for a complete healing of the infection and return to 
health. 

 
David has many concussions and unable to go to school, read books, watch TV and has 

headaches and migraines. He has trouble sleeping and his family will appreciate 
your prayers for this 10 year old young man. 

 
Barbara Apple fell the week of 11 January 2014, in her home, breaking her right humerus 

(the large upper arm bone) in a spiral fracture, which cannot be set.  Movement is 
very painful and due to a total lack of energy, she is more or less bedridden.  
Healing does not seem to be going well at this point.  Pray for inspiration for 
those caring for her that they might find the appropriate treatment.  Please pray 
for Barbara to put her trust in the Lord, look to Him for strength and for her to 
gain energy so she does not lose the mobility she has; pray for a full and rapid 
recovery.  Please pray also for her husband Bob who is taking care of her that he 
might be comforted and strengthened in this time of stress. 

 
Mary Thornell had surgery on 30 October 2013, at the Riverside Community Hospital to 

remove a huge mass along with about ½ her colon and part of her lower bowel.  
Mary starts chemotherapy this week and it will go for six months, every other 
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week.  Pray for strength and guidance for Mary as she works hard at recovery.  
Pray for peace of mind for Mary and her husband Jim, as well as daughter Janice 
and son Jimmy, she begins her recovery.  Please pray also for a full and rapid 
recovery. 

 
Gladys has breast cancer and has had a lumpectomy. She needs to take a year off of her 

work to have chemo treatments. 
 
Alwin Jack has had a stroke and recently has had a relapse.  Please pray for those who 

treat Alwin that they might chose the best possible treatment and pray for peace 
of mind for Alwin during the recovery phase. 

 
Sylvia Lee, Sandra Lee’s mother, had been suffering from undiagnosed kidney failure; 

doctors finally figured out what the problem was and offered her “hospice care”, 
a second opinion suggested dialysis.  She is now on dialysis.  Please pray for 
strength and vitality to return to her and for peace of mind for Sylvia and her 
family, as well as their continued faith and in God as the Great Physician. They 
pray for help to listen to God's voice and guidance through this journey together. 

 
Carolyn has Multiple Sclerosis with complications. Pray Carolyn and her children will 

be close to our Lord Jesus Christ as they and family members help to ease the 
problems. 

 
Jeong was in an auto accident and sustained a serious back injury.  Please pray for a full 

and rapid recovery. 
 
Dale was hospitalized Sunday 25 August 2013, after a heart attack. Please pray for 

guidance for the medical team treating him and for peace of mind for Dale and 
his family. 

 
Gil Garcia developed a bed sore which precludes sitting and is now confined to his bed.  

Gil has very smooth and delicate skin, please pray for a rapid healing of the sore 
so he can get out of bed and move around in his chair.  Gil spent almost a year in 
the hospital the last time this happened.  His faith and his attitude are almost 
beyond belief, he is an example to us all.  But, we pray this time he will heal 
quickly.  Pray also for his lovely wife Mary who takes care of him.  Pray for both 
of them also for strength to deal with the loss of their son Bernie. 

 
Bill had malignant growth removed from a lip last month and seems to be experiencing 

a re-growth of the cancer.  He asks your prayer for the medical team treating him 
and for peace of mind for himself. 

 
Hank has osteoporosis, which has caused him a great deal of pain and inconvenience in 

the past few years. Pray for his healing and that his medical bills will be met. 
 
Evelyn is an elderly woman who has had problems with her eyes and is now blind. It 

appears some sight will return shortly, pray for that to happen! 
 
Joanne has begun kidney dialysis as a result of kidney failure due to extensive 

chemotherapy. Additionally she cares for an adopted drug addicted baby who is 
now nine years old.  Please pray for her to keep her faith, to let the Lord carry her 
worry and concern and to give her strength.  Pray also for those treating her that 
they might pay attention and do their best. 

 



 
Page 38 

Mr. N. Anand is in the hospital and is seriously ill. He is being encouraged to pray for 
repentance of his sins and to depend upon our dependable God for a cure and 
recovery of his health. Pray that he will be a strong witness for Christ. 

 
Jacob has been going through some dental procedures and has some pain and 

aggravation with the numbness. Please pray for comfort and strength for him, as 
well as for guidance for the medical team treating him that they might pay 
attention and do their best. 

 
Jean fell and broke her ankle in three places.  She will be in the hospital for rehabilitation 

for the next 6 weeks.  Please pray for comfort and strength for her, as well as for 
guidance for the medical team treating her that they might pay attention and do 
their best. 

 
Bud and his wife for their continued welfare and enthusiasm.  Bud has been advised of 

an aneurism in his heart of a size not mandating immediate surgery.  This comes 
at a time when he has sole care of his wife who recently broke two vertebrae and 
thereafter sustained pneumonia. 

 
Virginia has Sinus and Allergy problems giving her severe problems.  Pray that the 

Doctor will discover why it continues and find a cure. 
 
Steve Thornell had a brain aneurysm, which was found before it burst.  He is home from 

the hospital and working hard on recovery. He lacks energy from seven days in 
the hospital.  His doctor told him he has to make serious life changes. One of the 
two main arteries in the back of the head is now completely closed.  He must 
take blood thinners, he has thick blood and recent chemotherapy made it worse.  
Steve has always operated at 110 percent, he needs help to slow down.   Please 
pray for trust in the Lord and a full and rapid recovery.  Pray for peace of mind 
for Steve and his family. 

 
Arlen is receiving treatment for lung cancer and recently experienced a ruptured colon 

during treatment. She is alone in Oregon but does have a friend who has traveled 
a great distance to be at her side. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Arlen. 

 
Oscar discovered some time ago he had blood clots in his leg and lung.  He has been 

treated for them and has not been cured. He now will be facing surgery.  Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

 
Angela had an ischemic stroke (clot). Please pray for guidance for the medical team 

treating her and for strength and trust for Angela. Please pray also that she and 
her family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard 
towards recovery.  

 
Nora had a stroke mid February 2013. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 

treating her and for strength and trust for Nora. Please pray also that she and her 
family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard towards 
recovery.  

 
Linda has been hospitalized for several days with a gastrointestinal problem.  Please 

pray for guidance for the medical team treating her and for strength and trust for 
Linda. 
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Dester is suffering from unknown skin and diseases.  Please guide the medical team 
treating him to find out what the problem is and cure it.  Pray also for Dester to 
trust in the Lord. 

 
Lee has Arterial Fibrillation; the medical people are not sure how to help her.  Please 

pray for guidance for the team treating her and for Lee and her family to make 
the right decisions regarding treatment.. 

 
Nell recently adopted two children and has just been diagnosed with multiple myeloma. 
 
Sarah is recovering from a stroke, but fell and broke bones.  Please pray for her peace of 

mind and rapid and full recovery.  Pray for trust in God for her and her family. 
 
Mary Lou has been suffering with seizures. She was in the hospital with a 24 hour 

monitor and is being sent home from the hospital with two medications and 
orders to return in 2 months for another MRI to review whatever is going on in 
her brain.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating her, as well 
as peace of mind and trust in God for her and her family. 

 
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital.  She has been diagnosed with 

colitis, shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and 
begin to heal. 

 
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy.  This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and 

they do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she 
is indeed ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the 
truth and be supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will 
find the right measures to minimize the disease.  Most particularly pray for 
Rachel’s trust in God. 

 
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for 

peace of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Mrs. Baek an elderly women fell and injured her spine.  Doctors cannot repair the spinal 

injury due to her age. She fell again the morning of 12 December 2012, breaking 
her collar bone which is also untreatable. Mrs. Baek is in severe pain and will 
appreciate your prayers. 

 
Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease.  She has not come 

out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples.  Her 
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue. 

 
Barbara had an accident while cooking and the pressure cooker blew up in her face, 

causing second and third degree burns over her face and upper body. Because of 
this she has incurred kidney problems and may need a transplant. 

 
George had foot surgery.  Please give thanks for the surgery and pray for a full and 

rapid recovery. 
 
Nellie is in the emergency room of a hospital in a great deal of pain.  Please pray for 

peace of mind for her and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further 

anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation 
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treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also 
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 
Kevin Gerhart discovered cancer on his neck.  He underwent radiation and 

chemotherapy.  Please pray for the medical team treating Kevin that they might 
pay attention, do their very best and find the source; that the treatment might be 
successful and he might live a long and healthy life to His honor and glory.  Pray 
also for trust in God and peace of mind for Kevin, his wife and family. 

 
Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011, to remove a 

tumor.  Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for which we are all 
grateful, including taking chemotherapy once a day for one more year.  He has 
decreased the consumption of alcohol and eating at least mostly properly.  Please 
pray for help for him to continue do all this.  Please pray also that Bill might turn 
his heart outward to help those around him, as well as live a long and healthy 
life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for peace of mind for Bill and his 
wife Sara. 

 
Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) has had a chest infection, perhaps viral, but seems to be getting 

better.  She actually sent an iMessage last week, but did not hang around for a 
response a minute later!  Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay 
and her family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 
Matt Alcantara, age 16, came back with ZERO SCANS again in December 2013!  Matt 

has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal form of cancer with 
limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 percent fatal in a 
couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks and swims!  
Courage?  Guts? You bet! Please also give thanks for the great faith of Matt and 
his entire family.  Their faith and trust is a wonderful example for each and every 
one of us.  But, now is not the time to stop praying.  Actually, it never is the time 
to stop praying! 

 
Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 

Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
has worsened recently. Please pray for her to take an active part in her own life, 
for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God and remission of the disease so she 
might return home to her family.  Pray also for strength for her husband Martin 
as he deals with all the problems and stress of Judith’s situation. 

 
Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 

in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 
Thanksgiving and Continued Healing  
Jane, US Army Fort Riley, KS, had a tumor, it was removed, it was thought that another 

had appeared; the pain is very great.  She saw her new consulting surgeon and 
he determined the tumor has NOT returned and her pain is the result of the 
interior wounds from last year's surgery not being allowed to heal. Long story 
short...she was on a long-term Army medical profile from the surgical team that 
performed the surgery last year. The Army docs in Korea and Ft. Riley did not 
honor that profile and she was on normal unrestricted duty and this did not 
allow complete healing.  She is now on restricted physical duty so she should be 
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just fine in good time.  Jane and her family ask that you give thanks for the 
healing and pray for a full recovery. 

 
Jim has been hospitalized and had several operations for cancer the last few years.  The 

physicians discovered a number of spots; but his exam was better than expected-
prayer changes things and he thanks you for your prayers. Please continue him 
in prayer for he will have another scan in April. 

 
Al had an abscess found on his liver for which he was hospitalized, it turned out to be 

benign and will not require surgery, he has been released from the hospital.  
Please give thanks for this good result and pray for continued healing. 

 
Elma is suffering from cancer.  She was taken home from the hospital on the advice of 

her Doctor.  We were asked to pray that Elma’s remaining time here on earth 
might be good and that Elma and family might put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry.   Since then, Elma's Bishop told us a great Miracle of the 
Lord is working over Elma.  Doctors sent her home to die, but now she seems to 
be doing all right.  On behalf of her, thank you for all of your prayers. Please 
continue praying for her complete healing. 

 
Ian Allen had back surgery on 5 February 2014, which went very very well.  He is home 

and pain free.  There is a recovery process head, but he has his daughter with 
him for the next week to help with that. Please give thanks for the surgical team 
paying close attention, doing their very best and for a good outcome.  Pray for 
peace of mind for Ian and his family as healing continues. 

 
Erica had surgery on 7 January 2014, for a non-malignant brain tumor.  They got most, 

but not all of the tumor, things seem good for now.  Please give thanks for the 
surgical team doing their very best and for a good outcome.  Pray for peace of 
mind for Erica’s family as healing and treatment continues. 

 
Jim Curl had a stroke November 2013; he has recovered pretty well, but still has 

memory issues.  Jim asks that you give thanks for his great recovery and pray 
that his memory will continue to improve.  

 
Otto had massive blood clots in both lungs and a smaller one in one of his legs, 

treatment worked and he is recovering at home, he tires and is still on 
medication, but able to sleep and be free from hospital routines. His family and 
friends thank you for your prayers.  Please pray for peace of mind and trust in 
the Lord for Otto, as well as for his family, and for continued recovery.  

 
Please join together in thanking the Lord for strengthening Christopher, a young man 

with psychological problems who departed meds to a bad effect, for his 
maintaining healthy discipline the last six months, and join together in praying 
that he continue to be infused with strength and rationality. 

 
Pat underwent successful major heart surgery on 25 September 2013.  Please give thanks 

for the successful outcome and pray for continued healing and a complete 
recovery for Pat. 

 
Dennis has heart problems; now the medical people treating him discovered a large 

mass on his liver which turned out to be a cyst!  Please give thanks for this great 
development and pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Dennis and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating him that the contemplated 
surgery might go well. 
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Dwight had major oral surgery, for which he gives thanks.  He is recovering slowly and 

asks your prayers to speed the process. 
 
Joyce broke her left leg and sprained her right foot in a fall and had surgery the morning 

of 24 July 2013.  She asks you to give thanks for the surgery having gone well and 
asks you also pray for her continued healing, she will be spending several weeks 
her right leg in a walking boot and several months with her left leg in a cast. 

 
Mike was very ill in hospital.  He is doing much better now and his family asks you to 

give thanks for the miraculous recovery.  Mike is a veteran who has served his 
country when she called. Please pray he will open his heart to God so He can 
make Mike’s crooked road straight and pull him towards the summit rather than 
to the pit. 

 
Dick’s left arm was amputated after treating for Merkel Cell carcinoma over a year.  He 

is now believed to be cancer free and is waiting to be fitted with an artificial arm. 
Please join Dick and his family in giving thanks to Our Lord Jesus Christ for his 
recovery as well as for their trust in God. 

 
Traci had surgery colon cancer on 27 December 2012.  The surgery went very well and 

she appears to be cancer free.  But, she had a pulmonary embolism and another 
clot in the artery to the spleen which will keep her in the hospital for at least 
several days. Traci is beginning to be weary of her medical situation. Please pray 
that she will not become despondent.  Pray that she will open her heart to God’s 
Grace that He might enter in to her heart and strengthen her. 

 
Bob Smouse had shoulder surgery on 28 November 2012. While the surgery went well, 

he is still in pain and would also appreciate prayers for continued healing and 
the pain to subside.  He promises to work very hard on recovery therapy. 

 
Carol Stone, the sweet wife of Mike Stone, recovered far better than expected from a 

severe brain bleed, but fell recently and broke her hip.  She still requires 24 hour 
care, which Mike provides with little help 

 
 Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Mike, guidance for the 

medical team treating Carol and strength for Carol as well as faith and trust.  No 
one can ever understand the why of these things here on earth.  Sara who passed 
this request on asks that you pray in both faith and hope. 

 
Business 
Mark’s business is in difficulty.  He works in a shrinking field, of which he is one of the 

country’s true masters, but there is little work available.  He asks that you pray 
that he can find a way to survive in his industry, which he loves and needs his 
talents.  Pray he can find new sources of business and new ways of doing things, 
perhaps someone to partner with to better use his talents.  Pray also for those 
who work for and with him that they might do their best to help. 

 
Financial Guidance and Employment 
Charlie is in need of both financial guidance and employment.  Charlie feels that he has 

no skills, which is clearly incorrect, but nonetheless he feels that way.  While on 
the one hand, he knows that is not right, on the other hand, he cannot shake that 
belief.  Ask that God send the Holy Ghost into his heart for guidance.  In 
addition, Charlie needs God’s guidance as to how to handle his life from this 
point forward.  After many years in the aerospace industry, he is looking for a 
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place to employ his talents to the mutual benefit of a company.  He asks that you 
pray for God to guide him to a new place to allow him to gain an even financial 
keel. 

 
Tracey is out of employment and has not received her unemployment compensation or 

found a new position; please pray these problems will be resolved. 
 
Carmine is looking for employment. Pray God will guide her and she will accept his 

guidance; something she has not always done, so your prayers will be especially 
appreciated. 

 
Chris and several others at his firm were let go after many years of faithful service.  

Please pray that they might find a company that can use their considerable skills 
and dedication to their mutual benefit.  Pray also for those who remain behind 
that they might find peace in the confusion caused by the departures. 

 
Doug recently became unemployed from his job of 18 years. He has been applying for 

jobs, but unable to get one at this time.  His wife is working; this is not enough 
for the family. Please pray he will find employment with a firm that will be able 
to use his considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the firm and the 
family. 

 
Catherine and Lewis are at a low ebb due to a struggle for employment. Your fervent 

prayers will be appreciated. 
 
Lori is considering a potential change in her employment.  Please pray for God’s 

guidance in considering all aspect of her potential work. 
 
Rodriguez Family are looking for work. It seems many obstacles have been put in their 

way of finding employment.  Please pray they will find employment with a firm 
that will be able to use their considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the 
firm and the family. 

 
Sarah is concerned about the future with her company.  She would appreciate prayers 

for her continued employment and that her firm might find more and better 
ways to use her considerable skills. 

 
Financial Guidance and Healing 
Timothy and Sharon had their home foreclosed the morning of 15 April 2014.  They are 

experiencing spiritual, emotional and financial crisis at the current time. Please 
pray for God’s guidance as to how they might handle the financial difficulties in 
which they have found themselves and more importantly have them draw closer 
to God and each other. 

 
Linda, Rick, Christian and Sawyer are a family experiencing spiritual, emotional and 

financial crisis at the current time. Please pray for God’s guidance as to how they 
might handle the financial difficulties in which they have found themselves and 
more importantly have them draw closer to God and each other. 

 
David and Lorna are having financial problems.  They are trying to find a smaller home 

which may be more affordable.  Lorna has had an ongoing battle with brain 
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cancer, her trips back and forth to the hospital have drained their finances to the 
point they sometimes struggle to have enough food in the house.  Pleaser pray 
for Lorna’s healing and guidance on how they might handle the financial 
difficulties in which they have found themselves. 

 
Guidance! 
Mitten has a Christian talking to him about Christ. Mitten does not believe and does not 

seem to care.  Please pray Mitten will see the light. 
 
Luis Martinez had a heart attack on 1 November 2013, and seems to have recovered 

fairly well.  His wife Selma passed away on 12 April 2014.  Please pray for peace 
of mind for Luis, as well as for trust in the Lord for him and the rest of the 
family. 

 
Kristen, Rickey and their two children ask you to pray for grace, wisdom and 

understanding as they attempt to cope with infidelity, separation and possibly 
divorce as a result of backsliding from the Lord into the World.  

 
Erica is having school exams for the next several weeks. Please pray her mind will be 

open to what she has learned and her heart opened more and more as the years 
go by to Jesus. 

 
Aaron has a problem seeing is where his life should be leading him.  Please pray that he 

can listen to his father Paul and those around him who want him to work hard 
and obtain a real education now rather than just coast towards oblivion. 

 
Danielle has accepted Christ as her Saviour. Pray she will read the Bible and meditate on 

His Word so she can grow in him. 
 
Laurie is going through very trying personal problems right now.  Please help her to 

open her heart to God’s solutions to her problems. 
 
Helene and her family ask your prayers for them as they deal with the loss of Alan, 

husband and father. 
 
Stephanie seems to be very deeply into post partum depression after her baby was born 

prematurely.  Please pray for her Mother in Law who is going a great distance to 
help Stephanie and her new Grandson.  Pray that Stephanie will be able to direct 
her attention outward, rather than inward. 

 
William is an elderly man living with his Son and Daughter in-law. William is causing 

trouble in the family because of his demanding ways and continually using bad 
language. The family is at wit’s end to know how to handle him and will 
appreciate your guidance and prayers. 

  
Caitlin is in the grip of the Prince of Darkness; she thinks there is escape from reality in 

drugs.  The saddest part is that reality is not as she sees it.  Her family is 
despairing as they can do nothing to help her and ask that you pray for the Holy 
Ghost to enter into heart and show her the need for change before it is too late. 
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Nathaniel is in spiritual turmoil.  His family and friends will appreciate it if you will 
keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of his trouble and accept God’s 
help to heal his heart. 

 
Sam and her two children that have been living in a shelter and are to lose their place 

there.  Please pray a place will be found they can stay in and recover. 
 
Please pray Darlene will surrender her life to Christ. 
 
Norrie is facing daily exams in the weeks ahead.  Pray for calmness and concentration 

and to do the best possible. 
 
Jonathan is addicted to drugs.  He is now in jail awaiting trial. His parents and friends 

will appreciate it if you will keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of 
his trouble and accept God’s help to heal addiction. 

 
Beth is suffering from ungodly treatment in her marriage.  Please pray God will guide 

her in her behavior, actions and thoughts that she might be able to lead her 
husband to God so her marriage might prosper to the benefit of them. 

 
Brandon a young man from a Christian family who married a year ago and almost 

immediately became estranged from him family. As a result he has had a serious 
problem with keeping the civil law. Please pray for Brandon that he will return 
to the Lord and the many problems will be eventually settled. Pray the hurt he 
has caused so many will be helped with our Lord’s care and love. 

 
Dennis has some decisions to make and will appreciate our Lord's guidance. 
 
Earl to read and understand Scriptures he has been given. 
 
Jeanette has had many members of her family die from diabetes and several are near 

death now. Jeanette does not know the Lord and is despondent and perplexed 
about her family and herself.  Please pray she can open her heart to allow the 
Holy Ghost in to bring her knowledge and understanding. 

 
Dr. Elizabeth Raj is teaching a biblical approach to the psychological problems facing 

many in our society today. She is battling against the growing influence of 
worldly psychology adopted by the churches themselves. Elizabeth constantly 
stresses answers are found between the covers of that precious Book, the Holy 
Bible.  Please pray for encouragement, strength, fortitude and courage for her. 

 
Daniel and Danielle are experiencing family strife as a result of custodial issues with a 

daughter.  Please pray they and those they strive with might look to the child’s 
best interests in their time of difficulty and disagreement; to work for her best 
interests and not use her as a weapon amongst themselves. 

 
Abigail is a teenager who has behavior problems.  She feels she is in an area of mental 

darkness.  Please pray that she might look to God for help and not within herself. 
 
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 

and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control.  She asks for 
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God’s help for her business so that she might remain gainfully employed while 
keeping up with the needs of her mother and husband and healing her own 
problems. 

 
Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 
Hap asks you to pray he might be able to trust God will help him make the right 

decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those things he 
can change, accept those things he cannot change, sleep well to be able to do the 
correct things with a clear head and that he will open his heart to the Holy Ghost. 

 
Anglican Orthodox Church 
Christians in the Central African Republic are experiencing the ravages of a war between 

the Muslim and Christians. We have both ministers and members of the 
Anglican Orthodox Church in Central African Republic. Please pray for God’s 
guidance and protection for all persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 
On 21 March 2014, Faith Theological Seminary in Gujranwala, Pakistan graduated a class. 

Please pray the Holy Ghost will fill the hearts of the graduates as they go forth to 
spread The Word of Jesus Christ our Saviour 

 
Rev Paul Thompson, pastor of Christ Anglican Church (AOC) in Oakland, Iowa, asks you 

pray for the Holy Ghost to enter the hearts of their congregation that they might 
find better ways to serve our Lord and bring the Word to those around them.    

 
Rev Rick Reid asks that you pray for Saint Andrews Anglican Church in Newton, North 

Carolina.  They would like to see their congregation grow to the point is it self-
sustaining and vibrant.  The congregation asks that you pray for the Holy Ghost 
to enter into their hearts and inspire them to do their best to further His Will. 

 
Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church is under a lot of stress.  We all are, but 

they need even more prayer.  Rev Roger Jessup, their wonderful minister, is 
pressed by the duties of a primary care giver, in addition to all the worries of this 
world.  They have one of their family’s primary breadwinners who will be soon 
unemployed, absent His intervention.  As Rev Roger said so eloquently, "We 
must pray for those who mean us harm and deprive us of our property are our 
enemies: Our LORD has so commanded us."  We must pray they will see light 
and cleave to it while turning their backs on the Prince of this World.  Equally 
important, we must pray that the Lord will raise up a political leader from 
among us as He has done in the past.  Pray also for trust in God for each member 
of the parish and for them to find economic relief. 

 
Ordination 
John Evetts and Edward Pressey were on ordained as Deacons in at St. George AEC 

Church in Ventura, California. Both men are of the first order in character and 
faith. St. George is also celebrating their Anniversary on this date. 
Congratulations to all. 

 
Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Airman Donny Patton (Hulbert Field, Florida), Jordan (USMC – Fleet Marine Force - 
Pacific), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator – New Jersey), Trevor (USN – Whidbey 
Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Camp Foster, Okinawa) 
 
Persecuted 
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Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 
Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 
Various Special Requests 
Nathalie is teaching English in a small western Ukrainian town where they are having so 

many problems. Pray for Nathalie and others around the world who are 
standing up for Christian principles in their countries. 

 
This is a horrible time for the people of India, Christians in particular; they are having 

problems with Hunger, Bank Closings, Transportation and Schools not 
functioning.  Pray for the Leaders and Members of our Church in Eluru Andhra 
Pradesh. Pray their basic needs will be met and God will be close to them in this 
time of need. 

 
Lisa discovered her 9 year old daughter Mariah had been raped. This is in the court 

system now and we know that prayers are needed for this family. "The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" James 5:16  Lisa says she feels 
the power of your prayer in God’s hand on her heart. 

 
Please pray for all the people of Egypt; Bishop Mouneer Anis of Egypt is asking your 

prayer as the supporters of the deposed Mursi government, with the support of 
the United States government, have been attacking Christian churches--Anglican, 
Catholic and Orthodox.  They destroyed the car of Anglican priest Rev. Ehab 
Ayoub.  The people of Egypt, the people of the United States need our prayers, 
even more so the people of the Muslim Brotherhood that they might repent of 
their evil and know God so the rest of the people may live in peace. 

 
We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 

how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 

 
Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an 

opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families.  Please ask 
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others.  Help 
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first, 
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives. 

 
Thanksgiving 
Hap and Dru Arnold give thanks for safe travel this week this week to Phoenix. 
 
Question that only you can ask 
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how 
we operate?  Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought 
for the Day material.  Help us help you.  Please send your question to Hap so we all can 
get an answer.  Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean 
you are the only one who doesn’t know.  But, if you don’t ask, no one will know. 
 
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something 
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your 
point across.  While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not 



 
Page 48 

everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion.  If 
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to 
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
 
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 
11 May 2013 – Third Sunday After Easter – Mothers Day – Morning Prayer - Service 
start time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 
am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
18 May 2013 – Fourth Sunday After Easter – Holy Communion - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
 

 


