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Today was Sexagesima, the Second Sunday before Lent.  Want to know more about 
Sexagesima?  There is a nice explanation at the end of the report.  Sunrise temperature 
on Mount Olympus was a nice 41°F under very thin clouds.  By the time church was 
over, it was 68°F under patchy blue skies.  The weather apparently did not make any 
difference as we had our customary three in attendance. 
 

Gathering Song 
Jack Arnold played Amazing Grace for the gathering song.  
 
Amazing Grace  

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 

Thro' many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun. 

 
On Point 
Someone asked, where do the quotes come from?  The 
answer is from the people who uttered them.  But, how 
did you find them?  Oh, that.  Some from Bishop Jerry, 
many from Rev Bryan Dabney, a few from other places, 
some from Rev Geordie Menzies-Grierson, but overall 
mostly from Bryan.  He always has a few great ones to 
share.  On to the On Point quotes – 
 
When small men cast long shadows, then it is very late in the day. 

The AntiYuppie 
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The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.  

Psalm 145:18  
 
Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid...  

Isaiah 12:2  
 
Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us?...  

Malachi 2:10  
 
Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the 
things that be of men.  

St. Mark 8:33  
 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  

I Corinthians 15:22  
 
If men will not respond to the gospel they will respond to nothing.  

David N. Samuel 
20th and 21st century former Presiding Bishop of the Church of England (Continuing)  

 
What we must do is to educate the masses of the people up to the [KJV], not bring the 
Bible down to their level. One of the greatest troubles today is that everything is 
cheapened. The common man is made the standard of authority; he decides everything, 
and everything has to be brought down to him... Are we to do that with the Word of 
God? I say No!  

Martin Lloyd-Jones 
20th century Welsh theologian and author 

 
The mere belief of the facts and doctrines of Christianity will never save our souls. Such 
belief is no better than the belief of devils. They all believe and know that Jesus is the 
Christ. They believe that he will one day judge the world and cast them down into 
endless torment. It is a solemn and sorrowful thought that on these points some 
professing Christians have even less faith than the devil. There are some who doubt the 
reality of hell and the eternity of punishment. Such doubts as these find no place except 
in the hearts of self-willed men and women. There is no infidelity among devils.  

JC Ryle 
19th century Anglican bishop and author 

 
You only have power over people so long as you don’t take everything away from 
them. But when you’ve robbed a man of everything, he’s no longer in your power— 
he’s free again.  

Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
20th and 21st century Russian author 

 
The contest is not over, the strife is not ended. It has entered upon a new and enlarged 
arena; there the champions of constitutional liberty must fight until government of the 
United States is brought back to its constitutional limits.  

Jefferson Davis 
President of the Confederate States of America, statesman and war hero  

(The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government, Vol. II, p. 294).  
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Everyone wants to live at the expense of the State.  They forget the State lives at the 
expense of everyone else. 

Frederic Bastiat 
 
Think of the press as a great keyboard on which the government can play. 

Joseph Goebbels 
 
Screwtape reveals a powerful tool for distraction: 
What we want, if men become Christians at all, is to keep them in the state of mind I call 
‘Christianity And’. You know—Christianity and the Crisis, Christianity and the New 
Psychology, Christianity and the New Order, Christianity and Faith Healing, 
Christianity and Psychical Research, Christianity and Vegetarianism, Christianity and 
Spelling Reform. If they must be Christians let them at least be Christians with a 
difference. Substitute for the faith itself some Fashion with a Christian colouring. Work 
on their horror of the Same Old Thing. 
 

The horror of the Same Old Thing is one of the most valuable passions we have 
produced in the human heart—an endless source of heresies in religion, folly in counsel, 
infidelity in marriage, and inconstancy in friendship. The humans live in time, and 
experience reality successively. To experience much of it, therefore, they must 
experience many different things; in other words, they must experience change. And 
since they need change, the Enemy (being a hedonist at heart) has made change 
pleasurable to them, just as He has made eating pleasurable. But since He does not wish 
them to make change, any more than eating, an end in itself, He has balanced the love 
of change in them by a love of permanence. He has contrived to gratify both tastes 
together in the very world He has made, by that union of change and permanance 
which we call Rhythm. He gives them the seasons, each season different yet every year 
the same, so that spring is always felt as a novelty yet always as the recurrence of an 
immemorial theme. He gives them in His Church a spiritual year; they change from a 
fast to a feast, but it is the same feast as before. 

Jack Lewis 
The Screwtape Letters 

 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
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special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 
The Propers for today are found on Page 120-122, with the Collect first: 
 

The Sunday called Sexagesima, or the 
second Sunday before Lent. 

The Collect. 
 

 LORD God, who seest that we put not our trust in any thing that we do; 
Mercifully grant that by thy power we may be defended against all adversity; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Dru Arnold read the Epistle, which came from the Eleventh Chapter of Saint Paul’s 
second letter to the 
Corinthians beginning at 
the Nineteenth Verse. 
Paul reminds us 
salvation, honor and 
glory come not from what 
we do or have done, but 
rather from God.  Paul, 
who as Saul, had been a 
super star on his way to 
being the number one 
rabbi in the Hebrew 
nation, he was more 
learned, more vigorous in 
following the law, more 
vocal in all things.  When 
he “saw the light” and 
converted, he took that 
same approach to 
Christianity.  No one was 
more in any thing than 
he.  He had been the best 
of the worst and the best 
of the best.  Now he was 
aware of how short he 
himself fell.  More 
importantly, he was 
keenly aware of the 
saving perfection of 
Christ. 
 
No one did more than Paul, yet he counseled all to take comfort and pride in God, not 
themselves.  Do your best and look towards God. 
 

E suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. For ye suffer, if a man bring 
you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt 
himself, if a man smite you on the face. I speak as concerning reproach, as though 

we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold 
also. Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of 
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Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours 
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the 
Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; in 
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside 
those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? If I must 
needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. The God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. 
 
Hap Arnold read the Holy Gospel for today which came from the Eighth Chapter of the 

Gospel of St. Luke beginning at the Fourth 
Verse and tells the well known Parable of the 
Sower, which might be better referred to as the 
Parable of the Four Soils, for the seeds were all 
alike. 
 
A sower scatters seed on to four different types 
of soil.  
 

• Hard ground 
• Stony ground 
• Thorny ground 
• Good ground 
•  

Hard ground “by the way side” prevents the 
seed from sprouting at all, and the seed 
becomes nothing more than bird food. Stony 
ground provides enough soil for the seeds to 
germinate and begin to grow, but because there 

is “no deepness of earth,” the plants do not take root and are soon withered in the sun. 
Thorny ground allows the seed to grow, but competing thorns choke the life out of the 
good plants.  Good ground receives the seed and produces much fruit. 
  
Jesus explains the seed is The Word.   
 
Hard ground represents someone so hardened by sin that though he hears he cannot 
understand the Word.  Thus, Satan can pluck the message away, keeping the heart dull 
and preventing the Word from making an impression. 
 
Stony ground represents those who hear and express delight in The Word, but do not 
change to live The Word.  When trouble arises, they abandon their faith. 
 
Thorny ground represents one who hears and receives The Word, but who does not 
connect to it and whose heart is full of riches, pleasures, and lusts.  The effort that 
should by rights given The Word are given to the things of this world and he has no 
time for The Word. 
 
Good ground represents he who hears, understands, and implements The Word.  Thus, 
The Word can work its wonders in his life and that person gains salvation. 
 
The Word is there.  We may hear it.  We may take it in our heart.  The benefit comes 
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only when we take it in our heart and act on it.  At that point, The Word is acting in our 
lives and salvation is in hand. 
 

HEN much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every 
city, he spake by a parable: A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he 
sowed, some fell by the way-side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of 

the air devoured it. And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it 
withered away, because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
sprang up with it, and choked it. And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and 
bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear. And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable 
be? And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but 
to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not 
understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the way-
side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when 
they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, 
and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among thorns are they, which, 
when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in 
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.  
 
Sermon – Reverend Jack Arnold - Time and Action 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly 

contained in the forewords above.   
 
 Consider these words from the Collect: 
 
…put not our trust in any thing that we do; 
Mercifully grant that by thy power we may be 
defended against all adversity … 
 
In the Collect, we tell God we put our trust for 
eternal life not in our actions, but in His Power.  
If we do this, then we must do as He asks us.  
For, to make trust in His Power rational, we 
must follow His Direction. If we do not follow 
His Direction then we are surely just going be as 
lost as before we accepted Him into our hearts. 
It would be foolish to think that we could guide 
ourselves, when in fact we need Him to guide 
us. The problem is that often, at least in my 
case, pride gets in the way of seeing that I/We 
need to relie on Him for guidance. We need 
Him as our navigator to guide us along the 
rocky paths of life, so we don’t crash into the 
rocks of Sin and Death! We need His directions 
if we are to proceed upon the path to Heaven. 
 
This squares with what Paul tells us, that is 

salvation, honor and glory come not from what we do or have done, but rather from 
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God.  Therefore, we should turn to Him for guidance and not ourselves. By following 
His Word that is where the salvation, honor and glory come from. And that is also to 
whom we should give credit and not us. We havn't earned the credit, so we should give 
it to whom it is due, that is to God our father. Paul, who as Saul, had been a super star 
on his way to being the number one rabbi in the Hebrew nation, he was more learned, 
more vigorous in following the law, more vocal in all things.  When he “saw the light” 
and converted, he took that same approach to Christianity.  No one was more in any 
thing than he.  He had been the best of the worst and the best of the best.  Now he was 
keenly aware of how short he himself fell.  But even more importantly, he was keenly 
aware of the saving perfection of Christ. Because he had been at rock bottom, he was 
able to recover, which then brought him to his best, so that he was aware of the saving 
power of Christ. From this he could tell us of the experience of the power of God first 
hand, using his life as an example of that. He told us these things not to glory himself, 
but to show the glory and honor that comes from on high, from following His Word. He 
wanted us, other Christians to learn from his example and to do their best to follow 
Him. Thus he counseled all to take comfort and pride in God, not themselves.  Do your 
best and look towards God. 
 
This brings us right in to the well known Parable of the Sower, which might be better 
referred to as the Parable of the Four Soils, for the seeds were all alike.   
 
Like the seed sown by the sower, The Word is spread throughout the world for all to 
hear and act on: 
 

• Yet, some will not even hear The Word (Hard ground); 
• Others will hear, act quickly and abandon God’s help at the first sign of adversity 

(Stony ground); 
• Still others will hear The Word, but The Word is overtaken by the “pleasures” of 

this world and is choked out by them.  Like the line from the Bible, where your 
money is, that is your worldly effort, there is the evidence of your heart.  The 
temptation of this world is great, the reward from God should be greater, but 
you have to look long term; 

• Finally we come to those who accept and act on The Word, like the one seed 
planted growing into a great plant bearing its fruit, the rewards are manifold, 
though the effort is also great, the end reward far greater.  For the seed to grow 
to full fruition and glory, with its manifold blessings, it must have the ground 
prepared, carefully tended against encroachment of the evil weeds, it must be 
continually watered by the life blood of those around it.  There is much effort 
required on our part, but the ultimate reward is so much greater. 

 
While we are on the subject, consider the issue of weeding.  Is this not part of the reason 
for the Church, that is to say the body of believers, to exist.  We cannot often pull our 
own weeds, but we can help others and they can help us. We cannot pull our weeds 
alone, but with help, we can remove them one by one. Christianity is not a religion of 
hermits; it is a social religion where we can help each other.   
 
So, think about this, we need to understand eternal life and indeed on a shorter term, 
happiness in our life here, comes not from our self-directed actions, but those of God 
and our action following His direction. If we follow our self-directed actions, we will 
find death and misery awaiting us. However, if we put our trust in Him and follow His 
commands, we will “live long and prosper” to quote Spock. Do your best and look 
towards God for the Light to illuminate your path.  If you prepare your heart, as the 
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farmer prepares the field, root out the forces of this world as the farmer roots out 
weeds, cultivate the good given by God, water your heart with His Water, your life will 
be manifold. 

Be of God - Live of God - Act of God 
 
Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays.  Today’s sermon starts off with the collect, and 
like always, it will give you a lot to consider in your heart. 
 
Sermon Notes 
Sexagesima  
23 February 2014, Anno Domini (In the Year of our Lord) 
 

The Sunday called Sexagesima, or the 
second Sunday before Lent. 

The Collect. 
 

 LORD God, who seest that we put not our trust in 
any thing that we do; Mercifully grant that by thy 

power we may be defended against all adversity; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
 

HEN much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every 
city, he spake by a parable: A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he 
sowed, some fell by the way-side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of 

the air devoured it. And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it 
withered away, because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
sprang up with it, and choked it. And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and 
bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear. And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable 
be? And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but 
to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not 
understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the way-
side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when 
they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, 
and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among thorns are they, which, 
when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in 
an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience.   (Luke 8:4-15) 
  
            Our Collect which we have prayer today reminds us that we take no credit for 
any good deed that we do but only for the evil deeds we may do. If we cannot trust our 
own heart to avoid sin, how can we trust that heart to do only righteousness? If we do 
not place our full trust in God, then we have nothing at all to trust. Not unto us, O 
LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake 
(Psalms 115:1) When I see churches and shallow ministers taking credit for that they 
claim the Lord has done in building elaborate sanctuaries to the exclusion of the 
orphan’s table, I know that this is the world church and not that of Christ. We are all 
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alike helpless in this world to defend against the forces of darkness. Darkness is the 
prime feature of the world in which we live. But we can always call upon the Lord for 
our main defense. He will stand with us, and He is Light. Where Light is, there can be 
no darkness. 
 
            In the Epistle reading for today (2 Corinthians 11:19-31) Paul reminds us of the 
many sufferings, hardships, and trials he has faced. He has been in the sea for a day and 
a night, beaten with whips and rods, cold and naked, hungry! Yet Paul, by the grace 
and protection of God, still stands. He has placed a trust in God that is worthy of our 
emulation. Paul readily admits that these sufferings came as a result of his own 
weakness, yet he gives God the glory for sustaining and keeping him through all. God 
is glorified in the good works which we do because all righteous works are of God. 
 
            Let us now turn to the very acts and Words of Christ in today’s Gospel text from 
Luke Chapter 8. 
 
            There is a harmony in the Gospels on this parable. It is covered in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke; but I prefer, most thoroughly, the account in Matthew 13 for it relates 
in perfect unison with the other parables of the Kingdom in Matthew 13 (also known as 
the Kingdom Chapter of Matthew). 
 
            We see, first of all, in the parable of Jesus, that the Word of God (Seed) must be 
carried forth. It does no good to the lost soul for one to have a very accomplished 
knowledge of the Word if that Word is not carried forth and shared. Does the dust 
covered Bible on your mantle serve any Godly purpose? No, it does not. Its only value 
is a promised value such as potential energy. We need an active value of the Bible being 
dusted off, read carefully, memorized, carried forth, and shared. This is the kinetic 
energy that results in fulfillment of purpose. 
 
            Secondly, we may wonder who is this Sower that goes forth? We know the 
Sower is, in the original, Jesus Christ. He brought the saving Gospel and was Himself, 
that salvation. He taught the Apostles to be like-minded sowers of the Word. The 
Apostles have sowed the Word so abundantly that we all have at least tasted the fruits 
of that sowing. And no we are the sowers as well.  If we only consume the Seed upon 
our own lust, how can there ever be a profitable increase. The Seed MUST be sowed in 
order that there will be a continual harvest. We must not take our Seed as the one talent 
and bury it away, we must invest the Seed by sowing and, in the process of time, we 
shall we receive abundance. The more we share the Holy Word with others, the greater 
the harvest of that Word in our hearts. What did the Sower do? A sower went out to 
sow his seed So must we go forth with the Seed. 
 
            Thirdly, we should note that there is only one Seed. It is not a variety of Seed, but 
one constant and unchanging truth of God. There are no Seed that are unwholesome or 
which do not contain in their hearts the power to produce more fruit.  The seed is the 
word (singular) of God. God’s Word does not change, and it is always wholesome 
whether received in a wholesome heart or not. The Sower’s bag does not have diverse 
seeds – even seeds of bramble – in His bag; but only the true and constant Seed of God’s 
Word. 
 
            Fourthly, we must know that the four different kinds of soils represent four 
different kinds of hearts. We know these hearts well. We have all had one of each of 
these type hearts at times, but the cultivating Word of God has prepared our hearts for 
the Seed – to receive that Seed into the hidden chambers of our hearts. Perhaps that 
hidden chamber is the lowest chamber and most humble part of our hearts. The lowest 
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chamber is where the moisture of life is most available that the Holy Ghost may nurture 
the Seed in thick darkness as the germinated plant struggles to reach the sunlight of the 
surface. Jesus, the Sower, does not differentiate between the types of soil upon which 
He sows – He sows on all soils. That which is stony ground today may become fertile 
soil tomorrow. The Sower does not distinguish between soils or hearts. It is the 
condition of the heart that receives the Seed that will determine whether that Seed shall 
bear fruit. But it is the Holy Ghost that gives life to that Seed when the heart has been 
conditioned by God. “….some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the 
fowls of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung 
up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns; and 
the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang 
up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. God does not cast His pearls before swine. If there are 
deaf ears to His Word, then His Word will not germinate in their hearts. They are 
simply UNABLE to receive it because of the externals that they so highly value in the 
world. But remember, friends, the soils can change. The brambles and briar may be 
burned away exposing good earth. 
 
            The unlikely soils, or different types of hearts, are capable of being changed. The 
hardened wayside may be broken up, the rocky ground cleared of stones, and the 
thorns pulled up by the roots or burned by fire. These grounds may be prepared by 
God through His workers of the vineyard. We may, through our examples of obedience 
to God and contentment, become a hoe, or a plough, to break up the hardened soil so 
that the Seed may flourish there. Have you done this, friends, with the hardened soils 
about you? 
 
            Shall we discover the Fountain of Life and hide its existence from our families, 
from our friends, from our neighbors, and from the stranger that passes by.  Would we 
not suffer from want of our sons and daughters, our wives, mothers and fathers, 
neighbors, etc. in an Eternity of Life alone with God? When the scroll of Heaven parts 
and time is no more, shall we go empty-handed before God because we selfishly 
guarded the secret of His Gospel? What defense can we utter at that time when our only 
son or daughter, or our postman, druggist, or merchant precedes us in judgment and 
tells the Lord, “I never knew because no one ever told me?” Then to feel, as did Peter 
the night of the Passion, the eyes of Christ turn upon us with that Great Question in His 
Face. Perhaps there would be bitter tears, even in Heaven? 
 
            The Church has sat silent far too long. It is time to serve as the salt of the earth – 
to speak out against the evils of our day. If the professing church in America would rise 
up with that One Voice of Christ, in condemning the murder of innocents in their 
mother’s wombs; the adulteration of the institution of marriage and its perversions 
away from the Creation model; the promiscuity, the pornographic sex education in 
schools; the forced elimination of prayer in school – if the Church were to stand up 
courageously and not cringe in political corners, then would there be change, but not 
until. What about you, friend: Do you leave your Christian faith at the door of the 
voting precinct? Do you prefer to remain silent in caving to public pressure to hide your 
faith always? If told to remove your lapel cross, do you brazenly remove the symbol of 
the One who died for you? Do you believe that changing times have changed the 
Sower’s Seed? Really? Is truth relative, or is truth ALWAYS truth? Wake up church, and 
smell the poison in the cup of the world that you have preferred to that of the Cup from 
which our Lord drank….NOW! 
 



 
Page 11 

Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sermon 
Bishop Dennis is a brilliant speaker.  He is able to take biblical precepts and make them 

perfectly understandable, even to me.  Oft he provides 
the text of his sermons and I take the utmost pleasure in 
passing them on: 
 

Visions and Revelations 
Psalm 71, Isaiah 50:4-10, 2 Corinthians 12:1-12 

Sexagesima Sunday 
February 23, 2014 

  
            Reading the Old and New Testament books we 
often read of people having visions and revelations, and 

we naturally wonder if we should be having such experiences too.  Today we have a 
great opportunity to look at the Bible’s teaching on this subject through our reading in 2 
Corinthians 12.  Here Paul is talking about visions and revelations because the validity 
of his Apostleship and Gospel has been called into question by people who have 
infiltrated the various congregations of the Church in Corinth.  The infiltrators fell into 
two basic schools of thought.  First were those who said Christians must become Jews, 
and keep the ceremonial laws in order to be saved.  They were called Judaizers.  
Second, and far more numerous in Corinth, were those who wanted to mix Christianity 
with Greek philosophies and religions.  These people claimed God had given them 
special knowledge through visions and revelations, often through speaking in tongues. 
Therefore, their knowledge of God and His ways were far, far superior to that of the 
poor and ignorant man from Tarsus.  Paul was so ignorant, they claimed, that his 
teachings were erroneous and his apostleship was phony.  To prove this they would 
work themselves into a fever of mind, passing out on the floor or “speaking in 
tongues,” during which times they claimed to be under the direct control of the Holy 
Spirit and receiving visions and revelations directly from God.  It is clearly inferred 
from this that Paul did not have such experiences, therefore, his Gospel is not from God 
and he is not a true Apostle of Jesus Christ. 
 
            I want to talk about the rarity of visions and revelations for a moment.  As I said 
a moment ago, it appears Paul did not have such experiences in the presence of the 
Corinthians.  In fact, looking over Paul’s life we see very few recordings of visions and 
revelations.  He did have a vision while at Corinth on his second missionary journey.  It 
did not come through a trance, being “slain in the Spirit,” or speaking in tongues.  It 
was not even a public experience.   God simply assured him in a dream that “I am with 
thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city” 
(Acts 18:19).  Including this one, five visions or revelations of Paul are recorded in Acts.  
Paul was converted around 30 A.D.  He died in Rome in 68 A.D.  During those 38 or so 
years he had five visions.   That’s not a lot if visions and revelations are supposed to be 
the normal experience for Christians. 
 
            Now let’s look at a particularly telling statement by Paul.  It is found in 2 
Corinthians 12:2; “I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago.”  The man is Paul.  
He is speaking of himself in the third person, which was and is a common literary 
device, and he is relating the account of a vision and revelation he had.  In a sense he is 
refuting the false apostles, who claimed to have direct visions and revelations from 
God.  He is saying, “I’ll tell you about a vision.  I was caught up to the Third Heaven, 
maybe even out of my body, into the immediate presence of God.  There I saw things 
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that are too complex and wonderful to describe.  I saw things so wonderful and 
complex I am not even allowed to talk about them because no human being, including 
me, can understand them.”  That tops the visions of the false apostles.  They shake and 
stutter, but Paul is taken into the presence of God. 
 

Paul’s point is that his visions are superior, so his Apostolic credentials are 
superior.  But the point I want to make is the time of this vision.  It was “above fourteen 
years ago.”  Second Corinthians was written about 57 A.D., so this vision happened 
about 43 A.D. or earlier.  It is significant because Paul does not say he had this 
revelation this morning and that vision yesterday, and another vision on the day 
before.  He does not say he has visions and revelations all the time.  He points to one 
several years ago.  Yes it was an important one, but why didn’t he say he has them all 
the time?  Because he didn’t.  Even Paul did not have visions and revelations 
frequently.  They were so rare they merited being recorded in the book of Acts.  They 
were rare and noteworthy events, even in the lives of the Apostles. 

 
Something else needs to be said here; visions and revelations were more 

frequent in the first years after Pentecost than they were in later years.  Why?  The New 
Testament was being completed, and took their place.  Once the faith given to the 
Apostles was delivered to the Church in Scripture, the need for visions and revelations 
ended.  Instead of giving the faith, clergy were called to teach and explain the faith once 
given.  This is a terribly important distinction.  The minister does not give new 
revelation, he teaches and explains the revelation we already have. 

 
This has an important and practical application to us today.  It means God 

speaks to us through the Bible, not visions and revelations.  Do not expect God to do 
signs and wonders for you in order to show you what to do.  Don’t be like Doug.  Doug 
was a graduating seminary student who was trying to decide whether God wanted him 
to accept a call to a certain church.  One day in chapel it looked like the sky was trying 
to decide whether to rain or let the sun shine, and Doug got a brilliant idea.  He made a 
deal with God.  He asked God for a sign and said if it rains it is a sign that God doesn’t 
want him to take the call.  If the sun continues it is a sign that God does want him to 
accept it.  Latter he told one of his professors about his agreement and the result.  His 
professor said something like, “If you’re going to ask for a sign, ask for a good one.  Ask 
God to make the rain fall up, or the sun move backward.  Then you will know it’s a sign 
not a coincidence.  But Christians don’t depend of signs.  Christians look into the Bible 
and see what it says about ministers and churches and serving God together.  Search 
the Scriptures with this church, and make your decision based on Scripture, not 
weather. 

 
That advice still holds true. Many Christians are looking for signs and visions 

and revelations, but they ought to be looking into the Bible.  Many Christians are 
looking for experiences to prove God is real and their faith is true, but they ought to be 
looking into the Bible.  Many are looking for feelings to lead them to God and confirm 
their faith, but they ought to be looking into the Bible.  Many people think their 
relationship with God is based on feelings and religious experiences and signs and 
visions and revelations, but they ought to be basing it on the Bible.  And, just for a 
reminder, our relationship with Christ is not accomplished through visions, revelations, 
feelings, or experiences.  Our relationship with Christ is accomplished through our old 
friends, the means of grace.  Prayer, the Church, public worship, baptism, Holy 
Communion, faith, and the reading, hearing, and preaching of Scripture, these are the 
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means of our relationship with Christ.  One of the worst of all heresies is a practical, 
rather than theological error.  It is the error that attempts to turn following Christ into 
an experience rather than faith.  It is the error that says the Bible and the means of grace 
are not enough for me.  I have to feel it to believe it.  It have to feel it to continue to 
believe and to know Christ is with me.  But God didn’t tell Paul he would have a feeling 
or experiences.  He told Paul, “My grace is sufficient for thee.”  Let it be sufficient for 
you. 
--  
+Dennis Campbell 
 
Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia 
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church 
Powhatan, Virginia 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org 
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com 

Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon 
We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon.  If you want people to come to The 

Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live the 
truth.    This is really a good piece and I commend it to your careful 
reading. 
 

Sexagesima Sunday 
 
When one considers the Parable of the Sower as found in St. Luke 
8:4-15 (also see St. Matthew 13:3-9,18-23), one cannot help but see 

four types of people described therein. Only one type is fruitful while the others are not. 
And being fruitful is what a true follower of Christ will be in his service. In our 
examination of the particulars of this parable let us, first of all, consider the sower 
himself. That person is our Lord Jesus Christ through his initiation of the gospel. He 
gave such to the disciples who in turn communicated it to others. Those who received 
it, in turn, preached and taught the gospel of truth unto this day under the rubric of the 
Great Commission. The seed is the word of God. As the sower sows the seed it falls into 
different ground which are the hearts of men.  
 
In the first instance, the seed fell by the wayside and was quickly taken away by the 
fowls. As our Lord explained, the hearts of the people by the wayside are those who 
hear the word of God and do not understand it. At that moment, the devil comes and 
takes away the word of God from their hearts so that they will not believe and be saved. 
As St. Paul said in I Corinthians 2:14, But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned. And so, apart from the influence of the Holy Ghost, no person 
possesses the capacity to fully comprehend the meaning of God’s word written. Thus, 
those by the wayside encompass the atheist, the agnostic and the inconsiderate of God.  
 
The seed sown in the stony places refers to those who at first receive the word, but did 
not continue in it. They may have initially joined a church after having been exposed to 
the gospel; nevertheless, when persecutions, and tribulations appear, they will depart 
because they are not firmly rooted in the faith. Sadly, many Christians fall under this 
description. They are “so-to-speak Christians,” “convenient Christians,” or “Christians-
in-name-only.” They like the world, and are ashamed of the gospel when it conflicts 
with their secular positions. They bear no fruit because they have no grounding in the 
word. And without that firm foundation in the truth of God’s word written, they are 
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swept away by every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and the cunning craftiness 
of our adversary the devil (Ephesians 4:14).  
 
The third type of soil into which the seed of the word is sown is thorny ground. While 
the word is received in the hearts of such persons, and may even grow for a time; 
nevertheless, on account of the weeds and thorns which surround them, they are 
incapable of bearing fruit. Our Lord spoke of such persons as being consumed with the 
cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches which choke the word... They 
languish in their tepid faith never producing any fruit. St. Paul warned the Philippian 
church (3:18-19) about such persons when he wrote, For many walk of whom I have 
told you often and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of 
Christ: whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly and whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things. And our Lord said in St. Matthew 6:24, Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. St. Paul noted in first epistle to St. Timothy (6:9-10) that, 
...they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is 
the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows. The weeds and thorns do not yield any 
edible product; but they deprive the wheat plants near them of the nutrients they might 
use to be productive. They are like the scribes and Pharisees of our Lord’s day who, 
shut up the kingdom of heaven against men... neither go [they in and] neither [do they] 
suffer... them that are entering to go in (St. Matthew 23:13). They are thus 
obstructionists. They divert the would-be Christian from his duties via those things that 
will sap his strength and hinder his understanding of God’s word.  
 
The fourth and final type of soil into which the gospel of truth is sown is that good 
ground wherein the word of God is received and then bears fruit, some an hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. These are the folks who heareth the word and understandeth it. 
Per our Lord’s explanation of this parable, we have confirmation of the message: many 
are called but few are chosen (St. Matthew 20:16). Let that sink in for a moment. Only a 
fourth of the ground seeded was considered sufficient to bear fruit. So only those who 
receive the word of God, and possess a heart committed to God, can do the works of 
God. Charles H. Spurgeon once noted that, “If your life is unholy your heart is 
unchanged, and if your heart is unchanged you are an unsaved person. If the Saviour 
has not sanctified you, renewed you, given you a hatred of sin and a love of holiness, he 
has done nothing in you of a saving character. The grace which does not make a man 
better than others is a worthless counterfeit. Christ saves his people, not in their sins, 
but from their sins.”  
 
Bearing fruit is then the mark of distinction between the good ground of a heart for God 
and that of the poor ground where he is denied, doubted or disregarded. And bearing 
fruit is our reasonable service to Christ. The cliche of “What would Jesus do?” is a 
common tee shirt slogan of our day amongst many Christians. But such ought to be 
replaced with a more appropriate biblical slogan: “What should we be doing on behalf 
of Jesus?” Asking what our Lord would do in any current situation does not properly 
put the focus on what we ought to be doing in his service. Our Lord has already 
finished his great work of salvation, now it is our time to labor. The question should be 
directed to those who are expected to work. The only thing remaining for him to 
complete is the day of redemption for the regenerate and the day of judgment for the 
unregenerate. There is an old hymn written by Anna Coghill in 1860 entitled Work of 
the Night is Coming which sums up our duty as fruitful Christians: 
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Work for the night is coming,  
work through the morning hours, 
work while the dew is sparkling,  
work mid springing flowers;  
work while the day grows brighter,  
under the glowing sun;  
work for the night is coming,  
when man’s work is done.  
 
Work for the night is coming,  
work through the sunny noon;  
fill brightest hours with labor,  
rest comes sure and soon;  
give every flying minute 
something to keep in store,  
work for the night is coming, 
when man works no more.  
 
Work for the night is coming,  
under the sunset skies;  
while their bright tints are glowing,  
work for daylight flies; 
work till the last beam fadeth,  
fadeth to shine no more; 
work while the night is darkening, 
when man’s work is o’er. 

 
So let us then prove our worth by bearing fruit in our Lord’s service; for in so doing, we 
establish firmly the reality of our salvation in his saving blood. The Godhead has sown 
the seed of his word into our hearts, so let us then go forth and witness to others 
through our lives lived in his service, as well as through our words spoken on his behalf 
to others.  
 
Let us pray, 
 

 GRACIOUS God, who hast given us thy gift of faith; make of us workers who 
need not be ashamed to stand in your presence at the last and give an account of 

our lives in service to thee; for this we ask in the name of him who sowed the seed of 
thy word into our hearts, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Have a blessed week, Bryan+  
 
After Church Hospitality 
Sadly, no after church snacks.  The same story every week, is it not?  The fact is that we 
are supposed to be on a low carb diet and there really aren’t any low carb snacks that 
appeal to us.  So, with no fatted dog nut in sight, we were out of luck!  Please someone, 
between now and next Sunday invent some no-carb dog nuts. 
 
After church goodies providers as currently signed up: 
 
 Date Name 
 2 March 2014 Opportunity Available – Quinquagesima 

O 
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People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 
blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful 
Centurion to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer 
card at church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 
  
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 

Travel 
No known travel this week. 
 
Birthday 
Dru Arnold celebrated her 59th Birthday on 2 February 2014.  For the record, she did not 

see her shadow, thus we are faced with six more weeks of winter. 
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Anniversary 
Hap and Dru ARnold celebrated their 27th Anniversary on 21 February 2014. 
 

Move 
The Thomas Family is now in Okinawa for a second short tour.  Please pray for this new 

assignment to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the kids to make new friends.  
In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will develop good friends and 
schoolmates there so as to further their development as both Christians and 
citizens.  Give thanks the safe move and ask for continued good developments. 

 
Departed 
Rev. Younis Gill passed away on 19 February 2014.  Please give thanks for his time here 

on earth and pray for comfort for those who remain behind, in particular his 
family.  

 
Nearing the end of their time here on earth 
Alan is a victim of metastasized colon cancer already destroying his liver. His youngest 

sister has put aside her hard-earned career to care for her brother in these days 
on earth. Please pray for him as he prepares to go home to be with his family 
who have gone before him. Please pray for comfort, understanding, strength and 
guidance for Alan and his family who will of necessity remain behind. 

 

Paul has dementia and does not remember to eat. He has been in the hospital the last 
few days and will return to the Nursing Home today.  Pray he will eat and that 
his family will be together in one accord as they take care of him.  He is being 
moved from one hospital to a larger one this morning because of blood issues. 

 

Saundra is in ICU with congestive heart failure after a heart operation.  She is aged and 
frail.  Saundra is near the end of her time here on earth.  Please pray for comfort, 
understanding, strength and guidance for Saundra and her family who will of 
necessity remain behind.  Pray for the love of God to stay foremost in their 
hearts. 

 

Polly is in hospice care with dementia and spinal stenosis.  Please pray for her as she 
prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for 
the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good.   

 
Homebound or Infirm 
Marian has moved to a nursing home in Fresno where her niece Cathy can keep an eye 

on her and visit more often.  She is weak and tires easily.  Marian seems to not be 
interested in this world.  Cathy would like her to stay with us and enjoy here 
time here on earth.  Pray that the Holy Ghost might be able to enter into Marian’s 
heart and bring light to her; pray also she might gain strength.  Pray that Cathy 
might be given inspiration on how to help and the strength to do so. 

 

Joan has had serious medical problems that have kept her confined.  On 26 September 
2013, she took a fall and fall and after test and time in the hospital she does not 
have any broken bones. Please pray that in the weeks ahead her health will 
remain stable. 

 
Lou has aspiration pneumonia.  Please pray for the infection to be knocked down and 

for her continued recovery. 
 

Frank has been coping with various ailments from older age. He is in his 90s and it has 
been a difficult year.  Pray he will find comfort in God, that those who provide 
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care to him will pay attention to him, do their best and give him the love we all 
desire.  Pray that the coming year will provide relief to him. 

 
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 

with both dementia and Alzheimer’s.  She is slowly drifting away, though she 
still recognizes Sara and prayer gives her a sense of peace.  Please pray for both 
Sara and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they 
can deal with the many problems involved.  

 
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Ronnie has kidney cancer that has spread and the surgeons are very concerned. Please 

pray the medical team to formulate a successful treatment plan and for a 
miraculous remission; that Ronnie’s remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Ronnie and family put their trust in the Lord and let Him carry their worry. 

 

Levi was cancer free for 4 years and just discovered he has kidney cancer. Levi has a 
great deal of faith and said whether he is healed or God takes him home he will 
be fine. Please pray for the medical team to pay attention and to their best and 
for a good outcome.  Pray also that Levi and family will be able to put their 
worry on God’s shoulders.  In particular, please pray for pain relief; Levi is 22 
years old. 

 

Ray Daley is a member of the Royal Canadian Legion and served his country during the 
Korean War era. Ray is taking chemotherapy treatments for cancer. Meanwhile 
his son Trevor is in the hospital in a coma and seems to have lost the will to live. 
As volunteer chaplain, I have been asked to visit this family and offer prayers 
and encouragement. Thanks for your prayers in advance. 

 
Pat has been under treatment for colon cancer for sometime.  He has had major 

complications the last few days and your prayers will be appreciated by family 
and friends. 

 

Sasha a young lady with a husband and two children had diagnosed with breast cancer 
whose cells have spread.  They are now in the bone marrow, without a miracle 
from God she will be leaving soon.  Right now she is in the hospital.  Her spirit is 
still strong and asks you continue to keep her in your prayers.  Please pray for a 
miraculous remission; that her remaining time here on earth might be good.  
Help Sasha and her family, particularly her husband, put their trust in the Lord 
and let Him carry their worry. Sasha is grateful for all who pray for her and asks 
you continue to pray for her remaining time here on earth. 

 

Dorothy had pneumonia, on checking her lungs they found tumors which permeated 
the lung area.  Further investigation found a primary site in the colon, with the 
lung being secondary.  It would appear there is no viable treatment at this time.  
Please pray for a miraculous remission; that her remaining time here on earth 
might be good.  Help Dorothy and her family put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry. 

 
Scott, one of our Lord's ministers who collapsed a week ago and is in the ICU of a 

Medical Center since he had a pulmonary embolism, with a concurrent infection 
of several bacterial agents. He has stopped breathing on several occasions, and 
may have undergone brain damage. He currently is on DNR. Please pray for 
recovery so that he will continue to do his Lord’s calling. 

 
Becky has fourth stage metastasized lung cancer and is not doing well with 
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chemotherapy treatments.  Please pray for Becky and her husband as they are 
together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 
Larry Howes suffered a fairly severe stroke. 4 December 2012, doctors replaced a valve in 

a shunt that had been put in about two weeks before, and Larry responded very 
well.  He was able to go home.  

 
Pray also for confidence in our Lord for Larry and his family.  Larry needs a 
miracle, pray for one.  Please. 

 
Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to 

one of her lungs.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 
 
Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving 

chemotherapy and is having difficulty eating.  Please pray for the medical team 
treating her to pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in 
our Lord for Christine and her family. 

 

Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 
Surgery 
Melody Summers of Gold Creek, Montana has been diagnosed with a brain tumor.  She is 

a very special person in the Gregr family’s lives. Please pray for the surgical team 
to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also Melody and 
her family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders.  Pray for a special 
miracle for her and her family. 

 
Mario has early-diagnosed prostate cancer and will have surgery this week. Let us 

offering thanks for this early diagnosis. Please pray for the surgical team to pay 
attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also Mario and his 
family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 
Priscilla was released from the hospital and is now walking and without pain. She is 

waiting for doctors to come from the USA and will then have an operation. 
Pricilla and her family thank you for your prayers. Please pray for the surgical 
team to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also 
Priscilla and her family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 
Dustin who was injured in a work accident when stainless steel sheet metal fell on his 

right hand.  His thumb was severely injured as some of the bones were crushed. 
Dustin will have surgery on Thursday 22 August 2013, to reconstruct and reset 
his thumb. They do not expect him to lose his thumb. Please pray for the surgical 
team to pay attention and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that 
Dustin and family will be able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 

 

Dave Pressey, a bishop with the Anglican Episcopal Church, one of our close fellow 
jurisdictions, had cataract surgery; his retina tore and he had emergency surgery 
on Memorial Day.  He still has only very blurred in his eye and has headaches.  
Please pray for healing for his retina and for peace of mind for Dave and his 
family. 

 

Eddie has upcoming bladder surgery.  Please pray for the surgical team to pay attention 
and to their best and for a good outcome.  Pray also that Eddie and family will be 
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able to put their worry on God’s shoulders. 
 

Testing and Treatment 
Nathan thought he was having a heart attack a week ago and the doctor has now told 

him he has a tumor near his heart. Pray for strength, courage and understanding 
for Nathan and his family; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating him that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 
Joe has had a preliminary ALS diagnosis. Pray the final diagnosis will something that 

will allow him to continue taking care of his devoted young family.  Pray for 
strength, courage and understanding for Joe and his family; as well as for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 

Mark had swelling and fluid buildup in his lungs.  It appears things may be getting 
under control.  He needs to use a Bi-Pap mask to breathe until his lungs clear and 
he hates it.  Pray that he will be able to adapt so his lungs can clear.  Please pray 
for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Mark, as well as for his family, and 
for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the 
best course of treatment. 

 

Preston is reacting poorly to recent neck surgery and now has problems with his liver 
count; Physicians feel that dialysis will help. There may be a blockage in the 
bowel and an operation might be necessary.  Please pray for the medical team to 
pay attention and to their best to determine how to help Preston and for a good 
outcome.  Pray also that Preston and family will be able to put their worry on 
God’s shoulders while Preston does his best to facilitate a return to good health. 

 

Marianne is hospitalized with a perforated colon. Please pray for peace of mind and 
trust in the Lord for Marianne, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance 
for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course of 
treatment. 

 

Erica has a non-malignant Brain Tumor. The tumor is growing and she is scheduled for 
an operation in January. Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 

 

Penny's Mom is having an MRI on 18 November 2013, to explore a knot in her upper leg 
that appeared after a procedure last week. An MRI gives her stress and 
claustrophobia and your prayers will be appreciated. 

 

Brenda is in the hospital because of bleeding on her brain. Please pray for peace of mind 
and trust in the Lord for Brenda, as well as for her family, and for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find the best course 
of treatment. 

 

Traci underwent her one year endoscopy on Friday 15 November 2013.  Tracy did well 
on 18 November 2013, with second endoscopy. Both biopsies the doctors feel will 
be alright. One more to go next week is a mammogram.  She and her family will 
appreciate it if you will continue her in prayer.  

 

Mackenzie is a young girl with leukemia. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the 
Lord for Mackenzie, as well as for her family, and for God's guidance for the 
medical people treating her that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 
Anita was operated on for an Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma tumors and has been in 

remission for sometime. After a biopsy of her left lung, three nodules were 
located in one lung and two in the other. She and her husband are traveling a 
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long distance on 25 September 2013, with hopes of being admitted to a research 
study at a major hospital for Genome Mapping of Adenoid Cystic Carcinoma.  
Furthermore, Anita is scheduled for surgery on 30 September 2013.  Please keep 
Anita and her family in prayer as they travel tomorrow and the week ahead. 

 
Mack has had diabetes most of his adult life. Circulation in his legs is very bad and 

doctors are considering amputation. Please pray his medication will help and he 
will not face amputation. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Mack and for God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might 
find the best course of treatment. 

 
Michael has been diagnosed with lung cancer recently after making it through gastro 

intestinal cancer last year. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for 
Michael and his wife Gayle; as well as for God's guidance for the medical people 
treating him that they might find the best course of treatment. 

 
Ken Strauch has been tired and is anemic, he had a colonoscopy which found a pair of 

polyps which were removed and are being tested.  Just for good measure they 
found he has a hiatal hernia with ulcers, basically part of his stomach is pushed 
up into his esophagus and is bleeding from there.  Sounds there may be surgery 
involved. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in the Lord for Ken and for 
God's guidance for the medical people treating him that they might find the best 
course of treatment. 

 

Adriano is in the hospital due to high sugar and high blood pressure. He is very weak 
and will appreciate your prayers. 

 
Heather recently found out she has cancer.  Please pray for peace of mind for her and for 

the medical team treating her will be guided to the right solution. 
 
Jim has had an aneurism and blood clots. Pray that healing will come. 
 
Laurie has been ill for two years and was admitted to the Emergency Room the night of 

23 July 2013, for dehydration.  She received a CAT scan, which turned up a spot 
on her lung. Laurie is an oncology nurse and fears the worst.  She has had 
numerous tests and the Physicians think it would be too risky to operate. Some 
other problems have been discovered and it is hopeful that new medicine will 
give her healing.  Please continue Laurie in Prayer. Please pray for peace of mind 
for Laurie and for God's guidance for the medical people treating her that they 
might find out the source of the problem and best course of treatment 

 
Mark Wilson was hospitalized with stomach problems.  They turned out to be a set of 

very bad ulcers, for which he is grateful as they are eminently treatable.  He is 
out of the hospital and recovering.  Please give thanks for the good result and 
pray he will be able to follow the medical advice. 

 

Georgia has liver and pancreatic cancer. The doctors are evaluating whether to do 
surgery and how to tackle the disease. Georgia is a faithful Christian and she will 
appreciate your prayers. Pray for God's guidance for the medical people treating 
her that they might find out the source of the problem and best course of 
treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and trust in God for Georgia and her 
family. 

 

Lana’s doctor found something on her lymph nodes and ovaries. Pray for God's 
guidance for the medical people treating her that they might find out the source 
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of the problem and best course of treatment.  Pray also for peace of mind and 
trust in God for Lana and her family. 

 
Sarah wife of Rev Geordie (AOC – UK) has been treating for ovarian cancer.  The 

chemotherapy drugs she had been taking did not seem to be reducing the cancer 
cells the way it was hoped.  She is in to a second round now which has been 
successful at lowering the cancer count.  Sarah has a great attitude, but there are 
bad days from the chemotherapy side effects that take a lot to get through.   
Sarah and Geordie both trust all will work out in the end and ask God’s help for 
the interim.  They ask He guide them and the medical team treating Sarah and 
that the team pay attention and do their very best.  Pray for strength and 
tolerance of the chemotherapy for Sarah.  They both ask you pray they will be 
able to let God carry all their worry. 

 

Healing  
Brian finished the chemotherapy and final radiation treatment for his upper lung and 

bronchial area cancer.  A biopsy and CAT Scan the week of 9 September 2013, 
turned out to be a re-occurrence of the cancer in a slightly different location.  He 
cannot have any more radiation, but completed a course of a different 
chemotherapy, one week on, three weeks off and repeat for several months.  Just 
after that course of treatment, he developed an abdominal pain, the potential 
source of which concerned him, but a CT Scan on 22 January 2014, showed the 
cancer virtually gone, although there is fluid buildup.  After the fluid draining, 
he felt much better.  Testing found cancer cells in the fluid, so back to a new 
course of chemotherapy, Tuesdays, three weeks on, one week off. Brian asks we 
pray for strength to undergo the new process.   He is weak and tired; his spirit 
remains high.  Please also pray Brian will rest and not over extend himself. 
Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Brian and his wonderful wife 
Mel, so he can rest and gain strength; pray for the medical team treating him to 
continue to pay close attention and do their very best; pray also he can quit 
smoking NOW. 

 
Lucius Dabney (father of Rev Bryan Dabney) was in the hospital last week and is  now at 

home recovering from an infection.  Please pray for a complete healing of the 
infection and return to health. 

 
Barbara Apple fell the week of 11 January 2014, in her home, breaking her right humerus 

(the large upper arm bone) in a spiral fracture, which cannot be set.  Movement is 
very painful and due to a total lack of energy, she is more or less bedridden.  
Healing is going well at this point, but there is still some to go.  Please pray for 
Barbara to put her trust in the Lord, look to Him for strength and for her to gain 
energy so she does not lose the mobility she has; pray for a full and rapid 
recovery.  Please pray also for her husband Bob who is taking care of her that he 
might be comforted and strengthened in this time of stress. 

 
Mary Thornell had surgery on 30 October 2013, at the Riverside Community Hospital to 

remove a huge mass along with about ½ her colon and part of her lower bowel.  
Mary starts chemotherapy this week and it will go for six months, every other 
week.  Pray for strength and guidance for Mary as she works hard at recovery.  
Pray for peace of mind for Mary and her husband Jim, as well as daughter Janice 
and son Jimmy, she begins her recovery.  Please pray also for a full and rapid 
recovery. 
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Gladys has breast cancer and has had a lumpectomy. She needs to take a year off of her 
work to have chemo treatments. 

 

Luis Martinez had a heart attack on 1 November 2013. It appears there may be valve or 
blockage issues, so they ask that you pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating him.  Please pray for proper treatment, full recovery and peace of mind 
for Luis, as well as for trust in the Lord for him and his wife Selma, and the rest 
of the family. 

 
Alwin Jack has had a stroke and recently has had a relapse.  Please pray for those who 

treat Alwin that they might chose the best possible treatment and pray for peace 
of mind for Alwin during the recovery phase. 

 

Jere Wolf, Melanie Zimmer’s dad had bacterial pneumonia, which him to go into 
congestive heart failure. An echocardiogram indicates his aortic valve is 
narrowed and needs replaced as they say a 1mm narrowing is cause for 
replacement and he is at 8mm and if it does not get replaced (in California) the 
vicious cycle of congestive heart failure (CHF) will repeat itself.  The doctor also 
said that the CHF could have made it look as though he had a heart attack, but 
they think he just went into CHF.  His heart function is at 30% down 10% from a 
few months back.  An ultrasound of his remaining kidney shows a cyst.  The 
greatest news is that all the doctors agree that he can fly home, as at first they 
were saying we would need to drive back and with the stops needed to prevent 
blood clots it would have taken at least 6 days so the news is good.  Thanks again 
for sharing your prayers with us. 

 
Sylvia Lee, Sandra Lee’s mother, had been suffering from undiagnosed kidney failure; 

doctors finally figured out what the problem was and offered her “hospice care”, 
a second opinion suggested dialysis.  She is now on dialysis.  Please pray for 
strength and vitality to return to her and for peace of mind for Sylvia and her 
family, as well as their continued faith and in God as the Great Physician. They 
pray for help to listen to God's voice and guidance through this journey together. 

  
Carolyn has Multiple Sclerosis with complications. Pray Carolyn and her children will 

be close to our Lord Jesus Christ as they and family members help to ease the 
problems. 

 
Jeong was in an auto accident and sustained a serious back injury.  Please pray for a full 

and rapid recovery. 
 
Dale was hospitalized Sunday 25 August 2013, after a heart attack. Please pray for 

guidance for the medical team treating him and for peace of mind for Dale and 
his family. 

 
Gil Garcia developed a bed sore which precludes sitting and is now confined to his bed.  

Gil has very smooth and delicate skin, please pray for a rapid healing of the sore 
so he can get out of bed and move around in his chair.  Gil spent almost a year in 
the hospital the last time this happened.  His faith and his attitude are almost 
beyond belief, he is an example to us all.  But, we pray this time he will heal 
quickly.  Pray also for his lovely wife Mary who takes care of him.  Pray for both 
of them also for strength to deal with the loss of their son Bernie. 

 
Bill had malignant growth removed from a lip last month and seems to be experiencing 

a re-growth of the cancer.  He asks your prayer for the medical team treating him 
and for peace of mind for himself. 
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Sarah was in remission but it has appeared again and she will begin chemo again.. 
 

Hank has osteoporosis, which has caused him a great deal of pain and inconvenience in 
the past few years. Pray for his healing and that his medical bills will be met. 

 
Evelyn is an elderly woman who has had problems with her eyes and is now blind. It 

appears some sight will return shortly, pray for that to happen! 
  

Joanne has begun kidney dialysis as a result of kidney failure due to extensive 
chemotherapy. Additionally she cares for an adopted drug addicted baby who is 
now nine years old.  Please pray for her to keep her faith, to let the Lord carry her 
worry and concern and to give her strength.  Pray also for those treating her that 
they might pay attention and do their best. 

 
Mr. N. Anand is in the hospital and is seriously ill. He is being encouraged to pray for 

repentance of his sins and to depend upon our dependable God for a cure and 
recovery of his health. Pray that he will be a strong witness for Christ. 

 
Jacob has been going through some dental procedures and has some pain and 

aggravation with the numbness. Please pray for comfort and strength for him, as 
well as for guidance for the medical team treating him that they might pay 
attention and do their best. 

 
Jean fell and broke her ankle in three places.  She will be in the hospital for rehabilitation 

for the next 6 weeks.  Please pray for comfort and strength for her, as well as for 
guidance for the medical team treating her that they might pay attention and do 
their best. 

 

Bud and his wife for their continued welfare and enthusiasm.  Bud has been advised of 
an aneurism in his heart of a size not mandating immediate surgery.  This comes 
at a time when he has sole care of his wife who recently broke two vertebrae and 
thereafter sustained pneumonia. 

 
Virginia has Sinus and Allergy problems giving her severe problems.  Pray that the 

Doctor will discover why it continues and find a cure. 
 

Steve Thornell had a brain aneurysm, which was found before it burst.  He is home from 
the hospital and working hard on recovery. He lacks energy from seven days in 
the hospital.  His doctor told him he has to make serious life changes. One of the 
two main arteries in the back of the head is now completely closed.  He must 
take blood thinners, he has thick blood and recent chemotherapy made it worse.  
Steve has always operated at 110 percent, he needs help to slow down.   Please 
pray for trust in the Lord and a full and rapid recovery.  Pray for peace of mind 
for Steve and his family. 

 

Arlen is receiving treatment for lung cancer and recently experienced a ruptured colon 
during treatment. She is alone in Oregon but does have a friend who has traveled 
a great distance to be at her side. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Arlen. 

 

Oscar discovered some time ago he had blood clots in his leg and lung.  He has been 
treated for them and has not been cured. He now will be facing surgery.  Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

 

Angela had an ischemic stroke (clot). Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Angela. Please pray also that she and 



 
Page 25 

her family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard 
towards recovery.  

 

Nora had a stroke mid February 2013. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Nora. Please pray also that she and her 
family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard towards 
recovery.  

 

Linda has been hospitalized for several days with a gastrointestinal problem.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team treating her and for strength and trust for 
Linda. 

 
Dester is suffering from unknown skin and diseases.  Please guide the medical team 

treating him to find out what the problem is and cure it.  Pray also for Dester to 
trust in the Lord. 

 
Lee has Arterial Fibrillation; the medical people are not sure how to help her.  Please 

pray for guidance for the team treating her and for Lee and her family to make 
the right decisions regarding treatment.. 

 
Nell recently adopted two children and has just been diagnosed with multiple myeloma. 
 
Sarah is recovering from a stroke, but fell and broke bones.  Please pray for her peace of 

mind and rapid and full recovery.  Pray for trust in God for her and her family. 
 
Mary Lou has been suffering with seizures. She was in the hospital with a 24 hour 

monitor and is being sent home from the hospital with two medications and 
orders to return in 2 months for another MRI to review whatever is going on in 
her brain.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating her, as well 
as peace of mind and trust in God for her and her family. 

 
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital.  She has been diagnosed with 

colitis, shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and 
begin to heal. 

 
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy.  This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and 

they do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she 
is indeed ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the 
truth and be supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will 
find the right measures to minimize the disease.  Most particularly pray for 
Rachel’s trust in God. 

 
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for 

peace of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Mrs. Baek an elderly women fell and injured her spine.  Doctors cannot repair the spinal 

injury due to her age. She fell again the morning of 12 December 2012, breaking 
her collar bone which is also untreatable. Mrs. Baek is in severe pain and will 
appreciate your prayers. 

 
Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease.  She has not come 

out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples.  Her 
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue. 

 
Barbara had a accident while cooking and the pressure cooker blew up in her face, 

causing second and third degree burns over her face and upper body. Because of 
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this she has incurred kidney problems and may need a transplant. 
 
George had foot surgery.  Please give thanks for the surgery and pray for a full and 

rapid recovery. 
 
Nellie is in the emergency room of a hospital in a great deal of pain.  Please pray for 

peace of mind for her and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further 

anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation 
treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also 
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 
Kevin Gerhart discovered cancer on his neck.  He underwent radiation and 

chemotherapy.  Please pray for the medical team treating Kevin that they might 
pay attention, do their very best and find the source; that the treatment might be 
successful and he might live a long and healthy life to His honor and glory.  Pray 
also for trust in God and peace of mind for Kevin, his wife and family. 

 
Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011, to remove a 

tumor.  Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for which we are all 
grateful, including taking chemotherapy once a day for two more years.  He has 
radically decreased the consumption of alcohol and eating at least mostly 
properly.  Please pray for help for him to continue do all this.  Please pray also 
that Bill might turn his heart outward to help those around him, as well as live a 
long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for peace of mind 
for Bill and his wife Sara. 

 
Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) has had a chest infection, perhaps viral, but seems to be getting 

better.  She actually sent an iMessage last week, but did not hang around for a 
response a minute later!  Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay 
and her family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 
Matt Alcantara, age 15, came back with ZERO SCANS again in December 2013!  Matt 

has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal form of cancer with 
limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 percent fatal in a 
couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks and swims!  
Courage?  Guts? You bet! Please also give thanks for the great faith of Matt and 
his entire family.  Their faith and trust is a wonderful example for each and every 
one of us.  But, now is not the time to stop praying.  Actually, it never is the time 
to stop praying! 

 
Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 

Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
has worsened recently. Please pray for her to take an active part in her own life, 
for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God and remission of the disease so she 
might return home to her family.  Pray also for strength for her husband Martin 
as he deals with all the problems and stress of Judith’s situation. 

 
Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 

in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 



 
Page 27 

Thanksgiving and Continued Healing  
Elma is suffering from cancer.  She was taken home from the hospital on the advice of 

her Doctor.  We were asked to pray that Elma’s remaining time here on earth 
might be good and that Elma and family might put their trust in the Lord and let 
Him carry their worry.   Since then, Elma's Bishop told us a great Miracle of the 
Lord is working over Elma.  Doctors sent her home to die, but now she seems to 
be doing all right.  On behalf of her, thank you for all of your prayers. Please 
continue praying for her complete healing. 

 
Ian Allen had back surgery on 5 February 2014, which went very very well.  He is home 

and pain free.  There is a recovery process head, but he has his daughter with 
him for the next week to help with that. Please give thanks for the surgical team 
paying close attention, doing their very best and for a good outcome.  Pray for 
peace of mind for Ian and his family as healing continues. 

 
Erica had surgery on 7 January 2014, with ten surgeons and a huge surgical team for 

what is estimated to be a ten hour operation for a non-malignant brain tumor.  
They got most, but not all of the tumor, things seem good for now.  Please give 
thanks for the surgical team paying close attention, doing their very best and for 
a good outcome.  Pray for peace of mind for Erica’s family as healing and 
treatment continues. 

 
Jim Curl had a stroke November 2013; he has recovered pretty well, but still has 

memory issues.  Jim asks that you give thanks for his great recovery and pray 
that his memory will continue to improve.  

 
Otto had massive blood clots in both lungs and a smaller one in one of his legs, 

treatment worked and he is recovering at home, he tires and is still on 
medication,  but able to sleep and be free from hospital routines. His family and 
friends thank you for your prayers.  Please pray for peace of mind and trust in 
the Lord for Otto, as well as for his family, and for continued recovery.  

 
Please join together in thanking the Lord for strengthening Christopher, a young man 

with psychological problems who departed meds to a bad effect, for his 
maintaining healthy discipline the last six months, and join together in praying 
that he continue to be infused with strength and rationality. 

 
Pat underwent successful major heart surgery on 25 September 2013.  Please give thanks 

for the successful outcome and pray for continued healing and a complete 
recovery for Pat. 

 
Jane, US Army Korea, had a tumor.  She returned to the CONUS, underwent five hours 

of surgery which went exceedingly well.  The tumor came out completely, on the 
surface it appears non-malignant, testing will be done to confirm.  Please give 
thanks for the surgical team doing a great job and the great result.  Pray for a 
complete recovery for Jane. 

 
Dennis has heart problems; now the medical people treating him discovered a large 

mass on his liver which turned out to be a cyst, just like Kathy above!  Please 
give thanks for this great development and pray for peace of mind and trust in 
the Lord for Dennis and for God's guidance for the medical people treating him 
that the contemplated surgery might go well. 

 

Dwight had major oral surgery, for which he gives thanks.  He is recovering slowly and 
asks your prayers to speed the process. 
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Joyce broke her left leg and sprained her right foot in a fall and had surgery the morning 

of 24 July 2013.  She asks you to give thanks for the surgery having gone well and 
asks you also pray for her continued healing, she will be spending several weeks 
her right leg in a walking boot and several months with her left leg in a cast. 

 
Mike was very ill in hospital.  He is doing much better now and his family asks you to 

give thanks for the miraculous recovery.  Mike is a veteran who has served his 
country when she called. Please pray he will open his heart to God so He can 
make Mike’s crooked road straight and pull him towards the summit rather than 
to the pit. 

 
James had surgery the morning of 4 April 2013 at Cancer Treatment Centers of America 

which appears to have gone well. The pathology report found the high grade 
carcinoma cancer was confined to the bladder.  There was no sign of cancer in 
surrounding  areas, tissues, organs, etc. The Sovereign King of heaven and earth 
has blessed Jim immensely; he will not have to endure chemo or radiation, he 
will continue with various tests and see the physicians.  Please give thanks for 
the good result and the work of the surgical team paying attention and doing 
their very best.  Pray for James’ continued recovery and for him and his wife 
Dawn to be able to put their worry and concern on His Back. 

 

Jeff had successful surgery on Monday 4 March 2013, at Vanderbilt Medical Center to 
remove his esophagus as the doctors felt this is the only remedy for pre-
cancerous and cancerous cells in his esophagus and stomach.  Please give thanks 
for the successful surgery and pray that his pain level will go down and he will 
recover quickly.  Pray for Jeff and his family to keep their faith in God and let 
him carry their worries. 

 

Rick is recovering from hip replacement surgery in the middle of February 2013. 
 

Buzz Baron had C5-6 surgery the morning of 3 March 2013, which went well.  Please 
give thanks for the surgical team paying attention and doing their best and for a 
good result; pray also for a full and rapid recovery. 

 

Karen had surgery the afternoon of 1 March 2013 to remove a spot on her lung; the 
surgery went well and the spot was benign.   Please give thanks for the great 
result.  Pray also for continued trust in God and peace of mind for Karen, as well 
as a rapid recovery. 

 

Dick’s left arm was amputated after treating for Merkel Cell carcinoma over a year.  He 
is now believed to be cancer free and is waiting to be fitted with an artificial arm. 
Please join Dick and his family in giving thanks to Our Lord Jesus Christ for his 
recovery as well as for their trust in God. 

 

Traci had surgery colon cancer on 27 December 2012.  The surgery went very well and 
she appears to be cancer free.  But, she had a pulmonary embolism and another 
clot in the artery to the spleen which will keep her in the hospital for at least 
several days. Traci is beginning to be weary of her medical situation. Please pray 
that she will not become despondent.  Pray that she will open her heart to God’s 
Grace that He might enter in to her heart and strengthen her. 

 

Bob Smouse had shoulder surgery on 28 November 2012.  He would appreciate your 
thanksgiving prayers.  While the surgery apparently went well, he is still in pain 
and would also appreciate prayers for continued healing and the pain to subside.  
He promises to work very hard on recovery therapy. 
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Carol Stone, the sweet wife of Mike Stone, recovered far better than expected from a 
severe brain bleed, but fell recently and broke her hip.  

 

 Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Mike, guidance for the 
medical team treating Carol and strength for Carol as well as faith and trust.  No 
one can ever understand the why of these things here on earth.  Sara who passed 
this request on asks that you pray in both faith and hope. 

 

Business 
Mark’s business is in difficulty.  He works in a shrinking field, of which he is one of the 

country’s true masters, but there is little work available.  He asks that you pray 
that he can find a way to survive in his industry, which he loves and needs his 
talents.  Pray he can find new sources of business and new ways of doing things, 
perhaps someone to partner with to better use his talents.  Pray also for those 
who work for and with him that they might do their best to help. 

 

Financial Guidance and Employment 
Charlie is in need of both financial guidance and employment.  Charlie feels that he has 

no skills, which is clearly incorrect, but nonetheless he feels that way.  While on 
the one hand, he knows that is not right, on the other hand, he cannot shake that 
belief.  Ask that God send the Holy Ghost into his heart for guidance.  In 
addition, Charlie needs God’s guidance as to how to handle his life from this 
point forward.  After many years in the aerospace industry, he is looking for a 
place to employ his talents to the mutual benefit of a company.  He asks that you 
pray for God to guide him to a new place to allow him to gain an even financial 
keel. 

 

Chris and several others at his firm were let go after many years of faithful service.  
Please pray that they might find a company that can use their considerable skills 
and dedication to their mutual benefit.  Pray also for those who remain behind 
that they might find peace in the confusion caused by the departures. 

 

Doug recently became unemployed from his job of 18 years. He has been applying for 
jobs, but unable to get one at this time.  His wife is working; this is not enough 
for the family. Please pray he will find employment with a firm that will be able 
to use his considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the firm and the 
family. 

 

Catherine and Lewis are at a low ebb due to a struggle for employment. Your fervent 
prayers will be appreciated. 

 

Lori is considering a potential change in her employment.  Please pray for God’s 
guidance in considering all aspect of her potential work. 

 
Rodriguez Family are looking for work. It seems many obstacles have been put in their 

way of finding employment.  Please pray they will find employment with a firm 
that will be able to use their considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the 
firm and the family. 

 

Sarah is concerned about the future with her company.  She would appreciate prayers 
for her continued employment and that her firm might find more and better 
ways to use her considerable skills. 

 

Financial Guidance and Healing 
David and Lorna are having financial problems.  They are trying to find a smaller home 

which may be more affordable.  Lorna has had an ongoing battle with brain 
cancer, her trips back and forth to the hospital have drained their finances to the 
point they sometimes struggle to have enough food in the house.  Pleaser pray 
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for Lorna’s healing and guidance on how they might handle the financial 
difficulties in which they have found themselves. 

 
Guidance! 
Aaron has a problem seeing is where his life should be leading him.  Please pray that he 

can listen to his father Paul and those around him who want him to work hard 
and obtain a real education now rather than just coast towards oblivion. 

 
Danielle has accepted Christ as her Saviour. Pray she will read the Bible and meditate on 

His Word so she can grow in him. 
 
Laurie is going through very trying personal problems right now.  Please help her to 

open her heart to God’s solutions to her problems. 
 

Helene and her family ask your prayers for them as they deal with the loss of Alan, 
husband and father. 

 

Stephanie seems to be very deeply into post partum depression after her baby was born 
prematurely.  Please pray for her Mother in Law who is going a great distance to 
help Stephanie and her new Grandson.  Pray that Stephanie will be able to direct 
her attention outward, rather than inward. 

 

William is an elderly man living with his Son and Daughter in-law. William is causing 
trouble in the family because of his demanding ways and continually using bad 
language. The family is at wit’s end to know how to handle him and will 
appreciate your guidance and prayers. 

  

Caitlin is in the grip of the Prince of Darkness; she thinks there is escape from reality in 
drugs.  The saddest part is that reality is not as she sees it.  Her family is 
despairing as they can do nothing to help her and ask that you pray for the Holy 
Ghost to enter into heart and show her the need for change before it is too late. 

 

Nathaniel is in spiritual turmoil.  His family and friends will appreciate it if you will 
keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of his trouble and accept God’s 
help to heal his heart. 

 

Sam and her two children that have been living in a shelter and are to lose their place 
there.  Please pray a place will be found they can stay in and recover. 

 
Please pray Darlene will surrender her life to Christ. 
 
Norrie is facing daily exams in the weeks ahead.  Pray for calmness and concentration 

and to do the best possible. 
 
Jonathan is addicted to drugs.  He is now in jail awaiting trial. His parents and friends 

will appreciate it if you will keep him in your prayers for him to find the root of 
his trouble and accept God’s help to heal addiction. 

 
Beth is suffering from ungodly treatment in her marriage.  Please pray God will guide 

her in her behavior, actions and thoughts that she might be able to lead her 
husband to God so her marriage might prosper to the benefit of them. 

 

Brandon a young man from a Christian family who married a year ago and almost 
immediately became estranged from him family. As a result he has had a serious 
problem with keeping the civil law. Please pray for Brandon that he will return 
to the Lord and the many problems will be eventually settled. Pray the hurt he 
has caused so many will be helped with our Lord’s care and love. 
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Dennis has some decisions to make and will appreciate our Lord's guidance. 
 

Earl to read and understand Scriptures he has been given. 
 
Jeanette has had many members of her family die from diabetes and several are near 

death now. Jeanette does not know the Lord and is despondent and perplexed 
about her family and herself.  Please pray she can open her heart to allow the 
Holy Ghost in to bring her knowledge and understanding. 

 

Christy just lost her sister in an automobile accident; this follows closely the loss of two 
family.  Please pray she can let our Lord Jesus Christ carry all her sorry, worry 
and care at this extremely difficult and stressful time. 

 
Dr. Elizabeth Raj is teaching a biblical approach to the psychological problems facing 

many in our society today. She is battling against the growing influence of 
worldly psychology adopted by the churches themselves. Elizabeth constantly 
stresses answers are found between the covers of that precious Book, the Holy 
Bible.  Please pray for encouragement, strength, fortitude and courage for her. 

 
Daniel and Danielle are experiencing family strife as a result of custodial issues with a 

daughter.  Please pray they and those they strive with might look to the child’s 
best interests in their time of difficulty and disagreement; to work for her best 
interests and not use her as a weapon amongst themselves. 

 
Abigail is a teenager who has behavior problems.  She feels she is in an area of mental 

darkness.  Please pray that she might look to God for help and not within herself. 
 
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 

and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control.  She asks for 
God’s help to grow her business while keeping up with the needs of her mother 
and husband and healing her own problems. 

 
Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 
Hap asks you to pray he might be able to trust God will help him make the right 

decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those things he 
can change, accept those things he cannot change, sleep well to be able to do the 
correct things with a clear head and that he will open his heart to the Holy Ghost. 

 

AOC Congregations 
Rev Paul Thompson, pastor of Christ Anglican Church (AOC) in Oakland, Iowa, asks you 

pray for the Holy Ghost to enter the hearts of their congregation that they might 
find better ways to serve our Lord and bring the Word to those around them.    

 

Rev Rick Reid asks that you pray for Saint Andrews Anglican Church in Newton, North 
Carolina.  They would like to see their congregation grow to the point is it self-
sustaining and vibrant.  The congregation asks that you pray for the Holy Ghost 
to enter into their hearts and inspire them to do their best to further His Will. 

 

Nathan in Wake Forest, North Carolina needs God’s Help to find others who are 
interested in having a Bible believing Church in the Anglican tradition.  He 
would like to develop a congregation to associate with the Anglican Orthodox 
Church. 
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Saint Joseph of Arimathea Anglican Orthodox Church is under a lot of stress.  We all are, but 
they need even more prayer.  Rev Roger Jessup, their wonderful minister, is 
pressed by the duties of a primary care giver, in addition to all the worries of this 
world.  They have one of their family’s primary breadwinners who will be soon 
unemployed, absent His intervention.  Roger’s niece will lose her job at the end 
of the year when her tech center shuts down.  As Rev Roger said so eloquently, 
"We must pray for those who mean us harm and deprive us of our property are 
our enemies: Our LORD has so commanded us."  We must pray they will see 
light and cleave to it while turning their backs on the Prince of this World.  
Equally important, we must pray that the Lord will raise up a political leader 
from among us as He has done in the past.  Pray also for trust in God for each 
member of the parish and for them to find economic relief. 

 
Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Airman Donny Patton (Hulbert Field, Florida), Jordan (USMC – Fleet Marine Force - 
Pacific), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator – New Jersey), Trevor (USN – Whidbey 
Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Camp Foster, Okinawa) 
 

Persecuted 
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 

Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 
 

Various Special Requests 
Nathalie is teaching English in a small western Ukrainian town where they are having so 

many problems. Pray for Nathalie and others around the world who are 
standing up for Christian principals in their countries. 

 

This is a horrible time for the people of India, Christians in particular; they are having 
problems with Hunger, Bank Closings, Transportation and Schools not 
functioning.  Pray for the Leaders and Members of our Church in Eluru Andhra 
Pradesh. Pray their basic needs will be met and God will be close to them in this 
time of need. 

 

Lisa discovered her 9 year old daughter Mariah had been raped. This is in the court 
system now and we know that prayers are needed for this family. "The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" James 5:16  Lisa says she feels the 
power of your prayer in God’s hand on her heart. 

 

Please pray for all the people of Egypt; Bishop Mouneer Anis of Egypt is asking your 
prayer as the supporters of the deposed Mursi government, with the support of 
the United States government, have been attacking Christian churches--Anglican, 
Catholic and Orthodox.  They destroyed the car of Anglican priest Rev. Ehab 
Ayoub.  The people of Egypt, the people of the United States need our prayers, 
even more so the people of the Muslim Brotherhood that they might repent of 
their evil and know God so the rest of the people may live in peace. 

 

We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 
how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 

 
Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an 

opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families.  Please ask 
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God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others.  Help 
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first, 
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives. 

 
Question that only you can ask 
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how 
we operate?  Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought 
for the Day material.  Help us help you.  Please send your question to Hap so we all can 
get an answer.  Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean 
you are the only one who doesn’t know.  But, if you don’t ask, no one will know. 
 
What is Sexagesima? 
Sexagesima, or, in full, Sexagesima Sunday, is the name for the second Sunday before 
Ash Wednesday in the Catholic (Universal or Whole) Church Calendar.  
 
The name "Sexagesima" is derived from the Latin sexagesimus, meaning "sixtieth," and 
appears to be a back-formation of Quinquagesima, the term formerly used to denote the 
last Sunday before Lent (the latter name alluding to the fact that there are fifty days 
between that Sunday and Easter, if one counts both days themselves in the total). 
Through the same process, the Sunday before Sexagesima Sunday is known as 
Septuagesima Sunday, and marks the start of the Pre-Lenten Season, which eventually 
became the time for carnival celebrations throughout Europe, this custom being later 
exported to places settled and/or colonized by Europeans. While Quinquagesima (50th 
day) is mathematically correct (allowing for the inclusive counting), Sexagesima and 
Septuagesima are only approximations (the exact number of days is 57 and 64 
respectively). The earliest Sexagesima can occur is January 25 and the latest is February 
28 (or February 29 in a leap year).  
 
The 17-day period beginning on Septuagesima Sunday spanning Sexuagesima and 
Quinquagesima Sundays was intended to be observed as a preparation for the season of 
Lent, which is itself a period of spiritual preparation (for Easter). In many countries, 
however, Septuagesima Sunday marks the start of the carnival season, culminating on 
Shrove Tuesday, more commonly known as Mardi Gras. 
 
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something 
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your 
point across.  While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not 
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion.  If 
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to 
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
 

Need a Bumper Sticker? 
 

 
 

The church has some very nice Bumper Stickers.  If you would like one, 
email Hap at hap@faithfulcenturion.org 
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I’d like to get a different point across or announce something 
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your 
point across.  While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not 
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion.  If 
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to 
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
 
Epistleers 
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either 
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you. 
 
 Date Reader  
 

 2 March 2014 Dru Arnold  –  Quinquagesima 
 5 March 2014 Dru Arnold  –  Ash Wednesday 
 
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 
2 March 2014 – Quinquagesima – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
5 March 2014 – Ash Wednesday – Evening Prayer - Service start time 1900 (7:00 pm); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 1845 (6:45 pm); Time 1900 (9:00 pm); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
 


