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Today was the Second Sunday after Easter, the central event of the Christian year, the 
celebration of our Lord, “Christ the Lord is Risen!”  Our sunrise temperature on Mount 
Olympus was a beautiful 38°F under beautiful sunny skies, just like all week.  By the 
time church started the mercury had climbed to 64°F, the warmest in weeks!  With the 
Rev Deacon Jack in Guam, we were happy to have two people for service! 
 

Gathering Song 
With our musician winging his way back from Guam, Dru Arnold played Hymn 243 – I 
sing a song of the saints of God for the gathering song.  
 
Hymn 243 – I sing a song of the saints of God 

 

I sing a song of the saints of God, 
Patient and brave and true,  
Who toiled and fought and lived and died 
For the Lord they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 
And one was a shepherdess on the green; 
They were all of them saints of God, and I 
mean, 
God helping, to be one too. 
 

They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, 
And his love made them strong; 
And they followed the right for Jesus' sake 
The whole of their good lives long. 
And one was a soldier, and one was a beast, 
And one was slain by a fierce wild priest; 
And there's not any reason, no, not the least, 
Why I shouldn't be one too. 
 

They lived not only in ages past, 
There are hundreds of thousands still. 
The world is bright with the joyous saints 
Who love to do Jesus' will. 
You can meet them in school, or in planes, or at sea, 
In church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea; 
For the saints of God are just folk like me, 
And I mean to be one too. 
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Hymn 243 is Hap’s favorite as it was his father’s favorite.  Sadly, this means he cannot 
sing it without tears, but we made it though nonetheless.  The hymn has an important 
message for us today. 
 
On Point 
If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world 
were precisely those who thought most of the next. It is since Christians have largely 
ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this.  

~C.S. Lewis  
 
The strongest reason for the people to retain the right to keep and bear arms is, as a last 
resort, to protect themselves against tyranny in government.  

Thomas Jefferson– American patriot and president 
 
Men must be governed by God, or they will be ruled by tyrants. 
 

William Penn– 17th century founder of the British colony of Pennsylvania 
 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 
The Propers for today are found on Page 171-172, with the Collect first: 
 

The Second Sunday after Easter. 
The Collect. 

 

LMIGHTY God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for 
sin, and also an ensample of godly life; Give us grace that we may always most 

thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to 
follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

A 
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Dru Arnold read this morning’s Epistle from the First Epistle of St. Peter, beginning at 
the Nineteenth Verse of the Second Chapter. 
The Epistle reminds us that Christ, who was 
completely without sin or guile, not only died 
for our sins, but suffered humiliation and 
torture without complaint for us.  Thus, if we, 
because we believe in God and our Lord Jesus, 
are subjected to unfavorable comment, criticism 
or even persecution, we should bear this gladly, 
as our Lord gave us his example.  If we want to 
benefit from the Lord’s sacrifice, then we need 
to try to follow in his footsteps.  We need to 
look to His example to live our lives. 
 
We are as sheep going astray who have been 
returned to the flock by our Lord, the Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls. 
 
We were asked the question, who is this man 
Jesus?  We answered, he is the Son of God; are 

we following him?  In this Epistle again, we are admonished to follow our Lord. 
 

HIS is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 
wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this 

is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep 
going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 
 
Hap Arnold read today’s Gospel which started in the Tenth Chapter of the Gospel 

according to St. John beginning at the 
Eleventh Verse. Using the words that give this 
Sunday its name, Jesus said: “I am the good 
shepherd; the good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep.”  He goes on to say He is not a 
hireling who cares not for the flock, but rather 
the shepherd himself.  He understands his job 
and puts it first, before his desires.  Jesus 
knows each of His sheep and they know Him, 
even as He knows His Father and His Father 
knows Him.  Because we are His sheep, He 
willingly laid down His life that we might 
live.  Jesus also points out He is not here to 
shepherd only the Jews, but all men, “And 
there are other sheep I have, which are not of 
this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 

flock, and one shepherd.” 

T 
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ESUS said, I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth 
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 

scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd; and know my sheep, and am known of mine, even as 
the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, and one shepherd. 
 
Sermon – Time and Action 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly 
contained in the forewords above.  
 
We are in the Easter Season which consists of 
Easter and the following four Sundays, until 
we get to Rogation Sunday.  This is a time we 
should work on centering our lives on the 
central figure in our religion, Jesus Christ.   
 
Consider these words from the Collect: 
 
… who hast given thine only Son to be unto us 
both a sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample of 
godly life; Give us grace that we may always 
most thankfully receive that his inestimable 
benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to 
follow the blessed steps of his most holy life … 
 
God sent Jesus to be The Christ, The Messiah, 
The Savior, The Lamb to be sacrificed for our 
sin.  He gave His earthly Life, He went down into Hell, that we might be justified before 
God at our accounting.  Not that we might be perfect, but that we might be accounted 
perfect at our judgment day.  Yet we are not made perfect.  Thus we need an example to 
follow, a pattern for our lives.  God gave us that in His Son.  Jesus leads us towards 
God.  But, we have a hard time following Him.  Thus, God sent us the Holy Ghost to 
enter in to our hearts, to make our eyes see The Way, to let our ears hear the directions 
to The Path. 
 
Peter notes that throughout His Life, our Lord gave nothing but good. He was not 
accepting of evil, but when He was ill treated, He gave not venom, but healing in 
return.  Through His sacrifice, we are accounted as perfect, thus we need try our best to 
be perfect following His Example.  Will we fail?  That is certain.  Should we thus be 
inclined to just give in to evil?  NEVER.  To quote Winston Churchill, “Never give in--
never, never, never, never, in nothing great or small, large or petty, never give in except 
to convictions of honour and good sense. Never yield to force; never yield to the 
apparently overwhelming might of the enemy.”1 
 

                                                
1 Sir Winston Churchill, Speech, 1941, Harrow School 
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Jesus gave His Life for us because we are HIS.  He made it very clear that while He was 
sent to the Jews, God’s chosen people, His mission was not to them only.  Recall, He 
told them, “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, and one shepherd.”  He was 
there not only to bring them everlasting eternal life and salvation, but to others also.   
 
To US.   
 
We are of His Flock, we are not strangers to Him nor Him to us.  If God cared enough to 
send His Son to give His Life to protect us from certain death, do we care enough for 
Him to follow His Directions? 
 
We have One Leader.  He leads One Flock.  His Way may not always seem the easiest, 
but in the end it is for certain eternity.  He came to earth to save our lost souls.  If we 
listen to the clear guidance of the Holy Ghost, to each of who are “as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls,” we will gain 
both happiness here on earth and eternal life. 
 
But, there is more than  just saying you believe.  You must act on those beliefs to make 
them real.  Things are getting tough here on earth. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” (1 
Peter 5.8)  And, I might add he holds sway in a lot of public offices.  Things are going to 
get worse.  You will need to act for God or for that lion. 
 
When the time comes, how will you ACT? 
 
It is by our actions we are known. 
 

Be of God - Live of God - Act of God 
 
Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays.  Today’s sermon starts off with the collect, and 
like always, it will give you a lot to consider in your heart. 
 
Sermon Notes 
Second Sunday after Easter  
14 April 2013, Anno Domini 
 

The Second Sunday after Easter. 
The Collect. 

 

LMIGHTY God, who hast given thine only Son to be 
unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an ensample 

of godly life; Give us grace that we may always most 
thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also 
daily endeavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his 
most holy life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he that entereth in 
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear 
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his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he 
putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they 
know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they 
know not the voice of strangers. 6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they 
understood not what things they were which he spake unto them. 7 Then said Jesus 
unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All that 
ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the 
door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture. 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 
that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. (John 10:1-10) 
  
            Sheep and children are closely related in character. We often refer to innocent 
children as “little lambs,’ and certainly they are, not having carnal knowledge. If the 
Federal Department of Education has its way, they shall attain that knowledge as early 
as Kindergarten! What a disgrace to inflict such immoral training on little children. If 
we trained little lambs to believe that they were wolves, how long would they fend for 
themselves in the wilds? Lambs must be provided food and shelter by their shepherd. 
Children must be provided the same by loving parents. Lambs have vision that is 
limited to only a few feet before them – so it is with little children as to insight and 
wisdom. The wolves are forever trying to separate out the most vulnerable lamb to 
satisfy an insatiable appetite. So do the wolves of the world seek out the children to 
corrupt and indoctrinate against the Moral Law of God. 
 
            But, as we have discussed in many devotions, Christ is our Good Shepherd and 
He brings us to safe lodging in protected folds. In fact, He is the very Door of the Fold 
through which no one can enter without Him. We never mature, as Christians, to a 
point in which we are mature in Christ. We may study Holy Writ 10 hours per day, and 
every day of our lives, but, yet, never gain a full comprehension of all that it contains of 
the Bread of Heaven and the Water of Life. If you did gain such a full comprehension of 
all that God has said in His Book, where could we go for more Bread and more Water? 
 
            Jesus said to His late night guest, Nicodemus: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) Have we 
deeply considered the significance of that counsel of the Lord to the proud Pharisee?  Is 
this counsel of Jesus not closely related to that which He gave in the Gospel of St 
Matthew? Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble 
himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso 
shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one 
of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. (Matt 18:3-6) 
Are we not physically born into this world as little children? The same is true of the 
Spirit rebirth. Christ did not mean that we should be born again in the same way as our 
first birth, but that we become new creatures in Christ through a re-birth of our spirit. 
We are then as little children in the eyes of God. Even the sage theologian who loves, 
and has made the study of, God’s Word a lifetime endeavor will also be simply as a 
little child in the eyes of God. You may look long and far to find such a theologian in 
our day. 
 
            Do not children know and understand the voice of the parent? So do the sheep 
know the voice of the Shepherd. Do not we hold the hand of our little children when we 
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lead them across streets and in public places? Does the Shepherd not likewise lead His 
sheep tenderly along the mountain trails? Dow we not teach our children to disregard 
following the voice of a stranger? So the sheep follow only the voice of their Shepherd. 
Does not the parent plan for the future of his child and do all he can to make his lifelong 
and healthy? Does not the Good Shepherd offer life, and that more abundantly? So 
Jesus uses things that we know of, and to which we can relate, to teach of higher truths 
that are presently beyond our understanding. Poor Nicodemus could not separate the 
symbolism from that being symbolized (at least at first). But Nicodemus never came to 
Christ under cover of darkness again, but publicly and openly. 
 
            How are Christian saints like children? 1) Children are heirs of all that the fathers 
possess: “….if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”  (Romans 8:17)  2) 
Trusting in our Father as the lambs trust in their shepherd, we are made children of 
God: For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. (Gal 3:26)  30 Children 
follow parents as lambs the shepherd: Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children 
(Eph 5:1) 
 
            Sheep are not born of the Shepherd, but of other sheep. But those choice lambs, 
purchased by the Shepherd, become His charges even more than their natural parents 
who cannot provide for them as can the Shepherd. It is the sheep of the church that 
reproduce more sheep, and the Shepherd cares for them as His own. Children are 
begotten of parents. Saints are begotten of God. 
 
            Children inherit physical and mental traits of parents. Saints are endowed with 
the likeness and character of their God. 
 
            Children are given the ‘family’ name of the parent. Saints are called ‘Christian’ 
after Christ their Good Shepherd. 
 
            Children are not in every detail alike just as the children of God are not all alike 
in every detail. Each is given at least one talent with which to invest His labors for the 
Kingdom, but not the SAME talent! 
 
            The list of comparisons is limitless. We are all in Christ as children leaning on 
every word of the counsel of God with a due reverence. We are just as the lambs 
awaiting the Shepherds call to proceed or to stand fast; to enter the fold, or to remain 
without. 
 
            If we are yoked with spiritual pride, we are no longer children, and if not 
children, hold no part with Christ. We all, alike, must become as little children from the 
moment of our salvation until the closing of the long dark night of this life. 
 
            God has blessed me with so many children under my preaching in St Andrews 
Parish. It was EXACTLY that for which I craved. I LOVE children and find it so easy to 
train them up in the way that they should go. When I think back on those shiny little 
eyes listening attentively to my long sermons, I am amazed that they continued to 
return Sunday after Sunday. They had not complaint in singing the classical hymns of 
the church, or in reading from the King James Bible though, for most, English was their 
second language. What an amazing gift God gave me for more than fifteen years. I 
could never have brought such a lovely congregation together on my own efforts – it 
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was the Good shepherd who opened the Door and invited them in. How much I thank 
Him for the privilege. Regardless of their ages, those children will ALWAYS be MY 
children in love. 
 
            Have you followed the Counsel given by Jesus and become (and remained) as a 
little child? 
 

Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sermon 
Bishop Dennis is a brilliant speaker.  He is able to take biblical precepts and make them 

perfectly understandable, even to me.  Oft he provides 
the text of his sermons and I take the utmost pleasure in 
passing them on: 
 

Conversion 
Psalm 23,  1 Peter 2:19-25, John 10:11-16 

Second Sunday after Easter 
April 14, 2013 

  
I love the ancient creeds of the Church, because they 
summarise the primary and essential doctrines of the 

faith once delivered unto the saints.  The Nicene Creed for example, summarises what 
the Bible teaches about God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It also ventures into such 
things as Church, forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
These are the foundational doctrines of the Bible.  To deny them is to deny the faith, to 
deny Christ Himself.  To deny them is to declare yourself an unbeliever. 
  

It is no accident that the Creed begins with the doctrine of God as He is revealed in 
Scripture, as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  The vast majority of the Creed focuses on 
these teachings, because without them we have no right understanding of God, and 
right understanding of God is the foundation of all right belief.  It is certainly the 
foundation of the Biblical, Christian faith. 
  

Yet the knowledge of God profits us nothing unless we act on it in faith.  As James 2:19 
tells us, even devils know about God, but are lost for eternity.  Devils "believe and 
tremble."  So the Bible does not just teach an intellectual assent to doctrine; it teaches 
right doctrine accompanied by the response of faith.  Today I want to look at the 
response of faith, and I want to address this vast, and many faceted subject under the 
heading of conversion, because it doesn't matter what you believe about God if your 
lifestyle and life orientation is still one of going astray from God. 
  

For some, the word, "conversion" recalls images of tent meetings and evangelistic 
crusades, and going forward at an invitation to accept Christ.  Many even think the act 
act of going forward is conversion.  But it is possible to go forward at a thousand such 
meetings, yet not really be converted, for to convert is to change, not just go forward.  
Of course, some have been truly converted in such meetings, in a dramatic and 
seemingly sudden event.  For others, conversion was a much slower process.  This is 
especially true of people raised in the Church and Godly homes.  Such people may kind 
of grow into Christ in such a way that they cannot  name a date and time and place in 
which they were converted, yet they are converted.  For conversion means to have a 
change of life based upon the revelation of God in Scripture.  The Apostle Peter, in the 
Epistle for today calls it being returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your soul, 
which is God.  Peter uses the familiar image of sheep going astray. We can imagine an 
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ancient shepherd leading his flock; some sheep following him closely, but many are 
going their own way, and running away until they are finally lost and die in the 
wilderness.  
  

To be converted is to be returned to the Shepherd.  It means to change the direction of 
life, and it especially refers to a change in the direction of our relationships.  Take for 
example our human relationships. We are sinners who regularly rupture our human 
relationships, especially those that are most important, such as those with family and 
church members, and we need a conversion in these relationships so that we begin to to 
do the things that build them up, rather than tear them down.  Luke 1:17 is part of the 
angel's words about John the Baptist, and it says he will go before the Messiah and 
"turn the hearts of the fathers to the children."  In this verse Luke used the same Greek. 
word Peter used in 1 Peter 2:25, and we easily see the relational meaning of the word.  
  

Conversion especially refers to our relationship with God.  Returning to Luke 1 again, 
verse 16 says,  "many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God." 
 Again Luke and Peter use the same word, "turn," and, again, the word is relational. It is 
a conversion of relationships meaning to adopt a lifestyle of continually restructuring 
the relationship with with God. 
  

It is important to stress here that those who are converted have, at some point in their 
lives, come to realise that they are trusting God to forgive their sins and receive them 
into Heaven because, and only because, Jesus Christ, "bare [their] sins in his own body 
of the tree," as Peter wrote in our Epistle.  That verse is 1 Peter 2:24, and I humbly ask 
you to look it up and ponder it this afternoon.  And then I ask you to humbly look at 
yourself and answer this question, "Am I trusting Jesus, and only Jesus to forgive my 
sin and receive me into Heaven?  And, if you are not, or are not sure, call me and I will 
explain this more fully. 
  

There is something else that must be stressed today, and it goes back to that change in 
relationship I was talking about a few minutes ago.  Conversion means to have a 
changed relationship with God through Christ.  It means you stop going astray and 
return to the Great Shepherd. and Bishop of your soul, Jesus Christ.  It means you now 
intend to stop living the lifestyle of straying, and begin living the lifestyle of returning.   
We could say, you decide to stop living apart from God as though you are divorced 
from Him, and start living in love and fidelity with Him as though you are part of the 
Church and the Bride of Christ.  Again I invite you to ask yourself if this describes your 
relationship with God, and if the answer is "no," or, "I'm not sure," talk to me, for your 
soul is in danger.  
  

All true Christians have made the decision to be a returner, not a strayer.  Peter portrays 
this change in very graphic terms.  He tells us "that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness."  This is what we prayed for in the Collect for the Second Sunday 
after Easter.  Asking that we might receive the inestimable benefit of the sacrifice of 
Christ, and that we might follow His example of a holy life, we prayed: 
  

"Almighty God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and 
also an example of godly life; Give us grace that we may always most thankfully receive 
that his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavour ourselves to follow the blessed 
steps of his most holy life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
--  
+Dennis Campbell 
  

Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia 
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church 
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Powhatan, Virginia 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org 
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com--  
 
Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon 

We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon.  If you want people to come to The 
Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live the 
truth.    This is really a good piece and I commend it to your careful 
reading. 
 
 

Second Sunday after Easter  
 

 

When we hear the words of the gospel message today (St. John 
10:11), what sorts of images come to mind? Unless one has an 

agricultural background, one will have but a vague grasp of what our Lord had said. 
But the Jews of Christ’s earthly ministry were entirely familiar with what he was 
describing save one exception. For while it is true that those people understood the 
particulars of herding goats and sheep; they hardly understood that our Lord 's allusion 
to himself as the good shepherd was, in fact, pointing to his true nature: that of the 
Messiah who would shepherd his people.  
 
In the 23rd Psalm, David gives us the sense of what our Lord had mentioned in John's 
gospel. The LORD is my shepherd...he maketh me to lie down in green pastures...he 
leadeth me beside the still waters... These comforting words were reinforced by our 
Lord's remarks to his disciples on the night before his crucifixion as found in St. John 
14:1-3: Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  
 
And further on in that same chapter our Lord said, ...I will pray the Father and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever, even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; 
for he dwelleth with you and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfortless, I will 
come to you( vv.16-18).  
 
The Good Shepherd has sent his most holy Spirit to guide, comfort and indwell all who 
are his elect and beloved until he comes again. Therefore, the Holy Ghost does not 
stand apart from us, but actually resides within every regenerated believer, speaking to 
us the deep things which God through Christ would have us know for our edification. 
And it is by virtue of the Spirit of God that select men are called into the ministry for the 
purpose of shepherding the various flocks of our Lord which are scattered across the 
world.  
 
Additionally, our Lord has warned us about Satan’s counterfeit shepherds— mere 
hirelings, or grievous wolves— who will hide their true natures behind a sheepskin of 
godliness, all the while denying the power thereof (II St. Timothy 3:5). Look again at the 
text of our gospel lesson today and notice how our Lord described these persons. A 
hireling is one who is supposed to watch the sheep, but has no great love for them apart 
from his paid position. As the sheep are not his own, he does not exercise due diligence 
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in the maintenance of the sheepfold. And if faced with a dangerous predator, he will 
run away, leaving the sheep open to being despoiled.  
 
And such accurately describes the state of the ministry today as a host of churches have 
fallen under the influence and control of these hirelings and wolves. Without a doubt, 
there are those who have sought their pastoral positions for profit and little else. On this 
account, they have labored to increase the membership of their respective churches, not 
for God’s glory, but for their well-being in both the eyes of men as well as for their own 
pecuniary interests. Ergo, they have made merchandise of the souls over which they 
have been given charge by church boards and vestries. Sadly, the majority of those hold 
membership in said governing bodies are utterly clueless in many cases to the truth of 
God’s word written. These supposedly upstanding folk have often gleefully opened 
their church doors to hirelings and wolves when they should have exercised godly 
discernment and kept them out. For once those miscreants have entered, they will 
weaken the church with their pernicious false gospel and destroy the faith of many.  
 
But, such is not the case with the good shepherd. Our Lord said, ...the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep. Examine Article XIX of our Anglican Articles of Religion 
(Book of Common Prayer, p. 606): “The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of 
faithful men, in the which the pure Word of God is preached, and the Sacraments be 
duly ministered according to Christ’s ordinance, in all those things that of necessity are 
requisite to the same.” That is the acid test in Anglicanism, but it should be so in all 
churches.  
 
The Good Shepherd came to establish his church and create, via the new covenant, a 
more perfect relationship between God and mankind. The church is the fold of Christ, a 
haven from the world, a place of sanctuary, and a place of sanctity. It is a place where 
God’s peace is shared by those who are born again of the Spirit and have faith in the 
promises of God. It is a place where God’s word written is respected as the whole truth 
against all else to the contrary. It is a place where healing can be sought and where the 
penitent can be restored to fellowship by those possessed of a forgiving spirit. It is a 
place where those who are members realize that their Master has paid their debt of sin 
and that they are renewed in their minds and hearts, readily confessing their sins to him 
in both their private devotions, as well as in their worship time together. It is a place of 
joy and rejoicing in the power of the Holy Ghost with such being set forth in both the 
spoken word, and in songs which lift up the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
St. John’s is just such a church and fold of Christ. But we are not alone as there are many 
others that are scattered across the earth whose members are worshipping and praising 
the Godhead as we are doing at this present. And while there are many folds, they all 
possess one door, and that is Jesus Christ. They may speak different languages, and use 
differing forms of worship, but they are, nevertheless, our brothers and sisters.  
 
One day, the many folds shall be one as we heard in our gospel lesson. The Lord Jesus 
will return and take his own to be with him. In the Book of Revelation (3:9, 10), Jesus 
said: To the angel of the Church of Philadelphia write:...I have set before thee an open 
door...Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell on the 
earth... Our Lord has promised to come again and take us to live with him forever in 
God's kingdom. As the 100th Psalm so states, ...we are his people and the sheep of his 
pasture. So let us then live in humble expectation of that august promise as noted in 
First Thessalonians 4:16-18: For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
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shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words. Therefore lift up your voices in joyful 
praise to our heavenly Father, and thank him for his wonderful gift which he has 
provided for all who believe on him through our Good Shepherd, even Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  
 
Let us pray, 
 

ATHER God, keep us steadfast as we watch for the coming of thine only begotten 
Son, that by the indwelling of thy most holy Spirit we might be kept safe from all 

wolves in sheep’s clothing and all hirelings; for this we ask in the name of him who is 
the Good Shepherd, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Have a blessed week, Bryan+  
 
After Church Hospitality 
Sadly, no after church snacks.  The same story every week, is it not?  The fact is that we 
are supposed to be on a low carb diet and there really aren’t any low carb snacks that 
appeal to us.  So, with no fatted dog nut in sight, we were out of luck!  Please someone, 
between now and next Sunday invent some no-carb dog nuts. 
 
After church goodies providers as currently signed up: 
 
 Date Name 
 21 April 2013 Third Sunday after Easter 
 28 April 2013 Fourth Sunday after Easter 
 5 May 2013 Fifth Sunday after Easter 
 
People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
 
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 
blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful 
Centurion to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 

F 
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dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer 
card at church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 
 
 
 
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 
Travel 
Jack Arnold is on travel this week back from Guam after visiting the Thomas family. 
 

Anniversary 
Rick and Virginia Reid celebrated their 34th Anniversary this week. 
  
Loss of Home 
Sarah who lost her home and all the contents when her house caught fire and burned to 

the ground near the end of January 2013. Her beloved dog was taken in the fire. 
Please pray for Sarah as she has many decisions at this time and help her to 
know Jesus will be with her to help to make the "crooked road straight." 

 

Move 
Ryan Hopkins has moved to Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, to study Dressage Riding through 

June 2014. Please pray for God’s guidance in his life as he works and studies.  
Help him to see where God would like him to go from here and how he should 
get there. 

 
The Thomas Family is on a short tour assignment in Guam through August 2013.  Please 

pray for the assignment to continue to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the 
kids to make new friends.  In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will 
develop good friends and schoolmates there so as to further their development 
as both Christians and citizens.  Things seem to be going well where the sun rises 
on the United States, so keep praying!  Give thanks and ask for continued good 
developments. 
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Departed 
Lynn Hatler, Bishop Jerry’s sister, of Chattanooga, Tennessee, passed away the night of 

23 March 2013, after complications during knee surgery. Please give thanks for 
Lynn’s time here on earth and pray for comfort and strength for those she leaves 
behind. Please pray her family might keep all their trust in the Lord and let him 
carry their worry and concern on the temporary separation. 

 
Lou Soloff, age 95, of New Jersey passed away on 14 March 2013. Lou has been a 

steadfast member of the AOC from its early founding and was instrumental in 
bringing her dear husband, Roy, to Christ through a patient perseverance in the 
Gospel study. Please give thanks for Lou’s time here on earth and pray for 
comfort and strength for those she leaves behind. 

 
Nearing the end of their time here on earth 
Reba is nearing the end of her time here on earth.  Please pray her transition from here 

to home will be peaceful and with little distress.  Pray also for strength and 
guidance for her family who are here with her now and will of necessity remain 
behind; in particular for her daughter Lynn with whom she lives and her son in 
law Bill.  Pray for the love of God to stay foremost in their hearts. 

 

Julia’s cancer has spread through her body; further treatment seems impossible.  She is 
preparing to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for 
her faith to build and the transition to be good.  Pray also for those she leaves 
behind. 

 

Polly is in hospice care with dementia and spinal stenosis.  Please pray for her as she 
prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for 
the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good.   

 
Homebound or Infirm 
Lou has aspiration pneumonia.  Please pray for the infection to be knocked down and 

for her continued recovery. 
 

Frank has been coping with various ailments from older age. He is in his 90s and it has 
been a difficult year.  Pray he will find comfort in God, that those who provide 
care to him will pay attention to him, do their best and give him the love we all 
desire.  Pray that the coming year will provide relief to him. 

 
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 

with both onset dementia and Alzheimer’s.  She is slowly drifting away, though 
she still recognizes Sara and prayer gives her a sense of peace.  Please pray for 
both Sara and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so 
they can deal with the many problems involved.  

 
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Scott, one of our Lord's ministers who collapsed a week ago and is in the ICU of a 

Medical Center since he had a pulmonary embolism, with a concurrent infection 
of several bacterial agents. He has stopped breathing on several occasions, and 
may have undergone brain damage. He currently is on DNR. Please pray for 
recovery so that he will continue to do his Lords calling. 

 
Becky has fourth stage metastasized lung cancer and is not doing well with 

chemotherapy treatments.  Please pray for Becky and her husband as they are 
together during this difficult time in their lives. 

 
Larry Howes suffered a fairly severe stroke. 4 December 2012, doctors replaced a valve in 
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a shunt that had been put in about two weeks before, and Larry responded very 
well.  He was able to go home.  His treatment at Massachusetts General Hospital 
was successful as far as averting the immediate life-threatening condition.  He 
continues to have numerous severe health issues.  His eyesight in one eye is 
almost gone, and it is fading in the other.  He has heart problems, as well; these 
on top of his long-time depression problems.  He faces medical bills far beyond 
insurance and other resources.  He is no longer able to work and has had to close 
the title examination business he took over from his father about twenty years 
ago.  He will be going on Social Security Disability Income, Medicare and 
Medicaid. 

 
Please pray for the medical team treating him to pay attention and do their very 
best; that the many medical/surgical procedures he will need may succeed, that 
Larry be given strength and peace in these trials and he may succeed in 
providing himself with the resources to afford the care he will need. 

 
Pray also for confidence in our Lord for Larry and his family.  Larry needs a 
miracle, pray for one.  Please. 

 
Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to 

one of her lungs.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 
 
Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving 

chemotherapy and is having difficulty eating.  Please pray for the medical team 
treating her to pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in 
our Lord for Christine and her family. 

 

Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 

Colonel Bud Day’s cancer has returned.  The outlook is not favorable.  Bud has been an 
inspiration to all of us for years, this changes nothing.  He is well at peace with 
our Lord and we all hope he stays with us for a while longer. 

 
Healing  
Virginia pulled a muscle in her back this week and is in a great deal of pain.  Please pray 

for a rapid relief of pain and full and quick recovery. 
 

Angela had an ischemic stroke (clot). Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Angela. Please pray also that she and 
her family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard 
towards recovery.  

 

Nora had a stroke mid February 2013. Please pray for guidance for the medical team 
treating her and for strength and trust for Nora. Please pray also that she and her 
family might put their worries on our Lord’s back so she can work hard towards 
recovery.  

 

Linda has been hospitalized for several days with a gastrointestinal problem.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team treating her and for strength and trust for 
Linda. 
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Dester is suffering from unknown skin and diseases.  Please guide the medical team 
treating him to find out what the problem is and cure it.  Pray also for Dester to 
trust in the Lord. 

 
Lee has Arterial Fibrillation; the medical people are not sure how to help her.  Please 

pray for guidance for the team treating her and for Lee and her family to make 
the right decisions regarding treatment.. 

 
Nell recently adopted two children and has just been diagnosed with multiple myeloma. 
 
Sarah is recovering from a stroke, but fell and broke bones.  Please pray for her peace of 

mind and rapid and full recovery.  Pray for trust in God for her and her family. 
 
Mary Lou has been suffering with seizures. She was in the hospital with a 24 hour 

monitor and is being sent home from the hospital with two medications and 
orders to return in 2 months for another MRI to review whatever is going on in 
her brain.  Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating her, as well 
as peace of mind and trust in God for her and her family. 

 
Inez sustained a right brain ischemic stroke 18 March 2013, was hospitalized in time for 

the counter-stroke inoculation.  She is coming out of her many problems 
however she has manifested a cardiac problem but seems to be stabilized and 
hopes soon to be going to a rehab center.  Please pray for guidance for the 
medical people treating her, as well as peace of mind and trust in God for her 
and her family. 

 
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital.  She has been diagnosed with 

colitis, shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and 
begin to heal. 

 
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy.  This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and 

they do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she 
is indeed ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the 
truth and be supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will 
find the right measures to minimize the disease.  Most particularly pray for 
Rachel’s trust in God. 

 
Donald went into ICU the night of 22 December 2012, for unknown reasons. 
 

Mrs. Tucker has had recent surgery as a result of bleeding on the brain. Please pray for 
trust in God and a full and rapid recovery. 

 
Jesse a 27 year old man from Nebraska has had emergency brain surgery for bleeding in 

the brain.  Please pray for trust in God and a full and rapid recovery. 
 
Zoie a little 10 year old girl is having problems with one of her kidneys. Please pray that 

she will be comfortable soon. 
 
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for 

peace of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Mrs. Baek an elderly women fell and injured her spine.  Doctors cannot repair the spinal 

injury due to her age. She fell again the morning of 12 December 2012, breaking 
her collar bone which is also untreatable. Mrs. Baek is in severe pain and will 
appreciate your prayers. 
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Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease.  She has not come 
out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples.  Her 
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue. 

 
Barbara had a accident while cooking and the pressure cooker blew up in her face, 

causing second and third degree burns over her face and upper body. Because of 
this she has incurred kidney problems and may need a transplant. 

 
George had foot surgery.  Please give thanks for the surgery and pray for a full and 

rapid recovery. 
 
Nellie is in the emergency room of a hospital in a great deal of pain.  Please pray for 

peace of mind for her and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further 

anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation 
treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also 
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 
Kevin Gerhart discovered cancer on his neck.  He underwent radiation and 

chemotherapy.  Please pray for the medical team treating Kevin that they might 
pay attention, do their very best and find the source; that the treatment might be 
successful and he might live a long and healthy life to His honor and glory.  Pray 
also for trust in God and peace of mind for Kevin, his wife and family. 

 
Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011, to remove a 

tumor.  Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for which we are all 
grateful, including taking chemotherapy once a day for two more years.  He has 
radically decreased the consumption of alcohol and eating at least mostly 
properly.  Please pray for help for him to continue do all this.  Please pray also 
that Bill might turn his heart outward to help those around him, as well as live a 
long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for peace of mind 
for Bill and his wife Sara. 

 
Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) hip has deteriorated to the point walking is a slow and painful 

process, but she manages.   Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay 
and her family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 
Matt Alcantara, age 15, has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal 

form of cancer with limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 
percent fatal in a couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks 
and swims!  Courage?  Guts? You bet!  Matt and his mom just came back from 
Houston at the Cancer Center for what was hoped to be a routine every four 
month bone scan.  The scans were done on schedule, but a couple of new spots 
showed up.   After Matt’s San Diego doctors conferred with the Houston doctors 
to figure out what these spots mean, it turned out they are new and old injuries 
with no bad meaning.  In effect they are CLEAN SCANs.  Matt and his family 
ask you to give thanks for the super results.  Please also give thanks for the great 
faith of Matt and his entire family.  Their faith and trust is a wonderful example 
for each and every one of us.  But, now is not the time to stop praying.  Actually, 
it never is the time to stop praying! 

 
Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 

Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
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has worsened recently.  She is no longer able to stand, in fact she has a lot of 
trouble sitting upright. Judith is depressed and wants to go home to watch her 
birds, which given everything seems unlikely at present.  Please pray for her to 
take an active part in her own life, for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God 
and remission of the disease so she might return home to her family.  Pray also 
for strength for her husband Martin as he deals with all the problems and stress 
of Judith’s situation. 

 
Becky Madden is paralyzed from the neck down as the result of a tragic shooting 

accident.  Her husband is doing his best to take care of her; it is hard and he is 
learning the best he can.  Please pray for further recovery for Becky, as well as 
strength and guidance for her husband. 

 
Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 

in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 
Obra Gray continues to take day by day.  Please continue to keep Obra in your prayers, 

and give him the strength of knowing the Lord is with him and will never 
forsake him. Obra needs security of what lies ahead of him, and only the Lord 
can grant the solace to answer his prayer. 

 
Thanksgiving and Continued Healing  
James had surgery the morning of 4 April 2013 at Cancer Treatment Centers of America 

which appears to have gone well. The pathology report found the high grade 
carcinoma cancer was confined to the bladder.  There was no sign of cancer in 
surrounding  areas, tissues, organs, etc. The Sovereign King of heaven and earth 
has blessed Jim immensely; he will not have to endure chemo or radiation, he 
will continue with various tests and see the physicians.  Please give thanks for 
the good result and the work of the surgical team paying attention and doing 
their very best.  Pray for James’ continued recovery and for him and his wife 
Dawn to be able to put their worry and concern on His Back. 

 
Brian finished the radiation treatment for his upper lung and bronchial area cancer, 

which seems to have gone well; the burning is dissipating which is very good.  
The best news is a CT Scan on Monday of Holy Week found no indication of the 
cancer.  Please give thanks for this great news and pray for continued good 
things to go on.  There is more chemotherapy to finish, but Brian is gaining 
strength, please give thanks for this.  Brian is having difficulty keeping an 
electrolyte balance, please pray for help with this.  Please also pray Brian will rest 
and not over extend himself. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for 
Brian and his fiancé Mel, so he can rest and gain strength; pray for the medical 
team treating him that they pay close attention and do their very best; pray also 
that he can quit smoking. 

 

Jeff had successful surgery on Monday 4 March 2013, at Vanderbilt Medical Center to 
remove his esophagus as the doctors felt this is the only remedy for pre-
cancerous and cancerous cells in his esophagus and stomach.  Please give thanks 
for the successful surgery and pray that his pain level will go down and he will 
recover quickly.  Pray for Jeff and his family to keep their faith in God and let 
him carry their worries. 

 
Rick is recovering from hip replacement surgery in the middle of February 2013. 
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Buzz Baron had C5-6 surgery the morning of 3 March 2013, which went well.  Please 

give thanks for the surgical team paying attention and doing their best and for a 
good result; pray also for a full and rapid recovery. 

 
Karen had surgery the afternoon of 1 March 2013 to remove a spot on her lung; the 

surgery went well and the spot was benign.   Please give thanks for the great 
result.  Pray also for continued trust in God and peace of mind for Karen, as well 
as a rapid recovery. 

 
Dick’s left arm was amputated after treating for Merkel Cell carcinoma over a year.  He 

is now believed to be cancer free and is waiting to be fitted with an artificial arm. 
Please join Dick and his family in giving thanks to Our Lord Jesus Christ for his 
recovery as well as for their trust in God. 

 
Sasha a young lady with a husband and two children had diagnosed with Stage 4 breast 

cancer whose cells were thought to have spread to her spine.  After radiation and 
chemotherapy, which is continuing through the end of January 2013, she is 
regaining her stamina and does not have any detectable cancer activity. The 
tumors in her skin are gone and the large tumors in her breasts are gone.  She 
and her family ask that you give thanks to our Father in heaven.  She also gives 
thanks to all who have prayed for her. 

 

Traci had surgery colon cancer on 27 December 2012.  The surgery went very well and 
she appears to be cancer free.  But, she had a pulmonary embolism and another 
clot in the artery to the spleen which will keep her in the hospital for at least 
several days. Traci is beginning to be weary of her medical situation. Please pray 
that she will not become despondent.  Pray that she will open her heart to God’s 
Grace that He might enter in to her heart and strengthen her. 

 

Bob Smouse had shoulder surgery on 28 November 2012.  He would appreciate your 
thanksgiving prayers.  While the surgery apparently went well, he is still in pain 
and would also appreciate prayers for continued healing and the pain to subside.  
He promises to work very hard on recovery therapy. 

 
Carol Stone, the sweet wife of Mike Stone, seems to have recovered far better than 

expected from a severe brain bleed. She thinks she can walk, etc., even though 
she cannot.  She has improved and is nearly able to stand up by herself; this 
makes it almost certain that she will have another fall.  Presently she can stand 
and walk a little with a great deal of assistance.  Hopefully this means she will 
ultimately be able to walk, at least with the aid of a walker or cane.  What's 
holding her back at the moment is her cognitive deficits and they are trying to 
find a place to get her more therapy 

 

 Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Mike, guidance for the 
medical team treating Carol and strength for Carol as well as faith and trust.  No 
one can ever understand the why of these things here on earth.  Sara who passed 
this request on asks that you pray in both faith and hope. 

 
Muriel Pappin broke her hip in a fall and had surgery on 21 November 2012. Muriel was 

home, but has had complications and went back in the hospital.   She is now back 
home.  Please give thanks for her return home and pray for her continued 
recovery.   
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Business 
Mark’s business is in difficulty.  He works in a shrinking field, of which he is one of the 

country’s true masters, but there is little work available.  He asks that you pray 
that he can find a way to survive in his industry, which he loves and needs his 
talents.  Pray he can find new sources of business and new ways of doing things, 
perhaps someone to partner with to better use his talents.  Pray also for those 
who work for and with him that they might do their best to help. 

 
Employment 
Lori is considering a potential change in her employment.  Please pray for God’s 

guidance in considering all aspect of her potential work. 
 
Rodriguez Family are looking for work. It seems many obstacles have been put in their 

way of finding employment.  Please pray they will find employment with a firm 
that will be able to use their considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the 
firm and the family. 

 
Sarah is concerned about the future with her company.  She would appreciate prayers 

for her continued employment and that her firm might find more and better 
ways to use her considerable skills. 

 
Financial Guidance and Healing 
David and Lorna are having financial problems.  They are trying to find a smaller home 

which may be more affordable.  Lorna has had an ongoing battle with brain 
cancer, her trips back and forth to the hospital have drained their finances to the 
point they sometimes struggle to have enough food in the house.  Pleaser pray 
for Lorna’s healing and guidance on how they might handle the financial 
difficulties in which they have found themselves. 

 
Guidance! 
Steve Sundberg had a heart attack after Easter 2011, then a five-way heart by-pass. In 

addition to the bypass surgery, he has been through a horrible divorce and lost 
his job after some 30 years service.  Steve is very thrifty and a good investor so he 
is reasonably ok financially.  The best thing is that he has trust in the Lord. 

 
Jeanette has had many members of her family die from diabetes and several are near 

death now. Jeanette does not know the Lord and is despondent and perplexed 
about her family and herself.  Please pray she can open her heart to allow the 
Holy Ghost in to bring her knowledge and understanding. 

 

Christy just lost her sister in an automobile accident; this follows closely the loss of two 
family.  Please pray she can let our Lord Jesus Christ carry all her sorry, worry 
and care at this extremely difficult and stressful time. 

 
Dr. Elizabeth Raj is teaching a biblical approach to the psychological problems facing 

many in our society today. She is battling against the growing influence of 
worldly psychology adopted by the churches themselves. Elizabeth constantly 
stresses answers are found between the covers of that precious Book, the Holy 
Bible.  Please pray for encouragement, strength, fortitude and courage for her. 

 
Daniel and Danielle are experiencing family strife as a result of custodial issues with a 

daughter.  Please pray they and those they strive with might look to the child’s 
best interests in their time of difficulty and disagreement; to work for her best 
interests and not use her as a weapon amongst themselves. 
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Abigail is a teenager who has behavior problems.  She feels she is in an area of mental 
darkness.  Please pray that she might look to God for help and not within herself. 

 
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 

and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control.  She asks for 
God’s help to grow her business while keeping up with the needs of her mother 
and husband and healing her own problems. 

 
Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 
Hap asks you to pray he might be able to trust God will help him make the right 

decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those things he 
can change, accept those things he cannot change, sleep well to be able to do the 
correct things with a clear head and that he will open his heart to the Holy Ghost. 

 
Thanksgiving 
David has been able to return to the ministry after a heart attack mid February 2013, and 

stent insertion, he is now home.  Please join David in giving thanks for his 
survival and recovery.  

 
New Congregations 
Deacon Wilson Menoia has one of the new congregations in the Solomon Islands.  The 

Rev. Mr. Menoia and his members in the Temotu Province were recently hit by 
the tsunami and you all prayed for and helped the members then.   Now they are 
facing a tsunami of human beings (works of the Devil) and ask that you pray for 
them.  They are in the Eastern end of the Islands and a ways away from the 
established congregations in these islands. Please pray for them as they bring 
souls to Christ as they establish His Church.  

 
Guidance for Ministers 
Rev LTC Al Ryan has been appointed Deacon-In-Charge of the mission parish of St. 

Augustine of Canterbury Anglican Church, Anglican Church in America (ACA) 
parish in Old Orchard Beach, Maine.  It is a small but growing mission, which 
has been plagued by clergy change.  Al, the diocesan pilot, has been appointed 
for one year, during which time he is to help them identify what their needs are 
for a vicar.  He has done this before and asks you to pray for God’s help one 
more time; not only for himself, but for the parish. 

 
Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Airman Donny Patton (Bagram AB, Afghanistan), Jordan (USMC – Fleet Marine Force - 
Pacific), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator – Now in the Desert), Trevor (USN – 
Whidbey Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Guam) 
 
Persecuted 
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 

Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 
Various Special Requests 
We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 

how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
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helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 
 
Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an 

opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families.  Please ask 
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others.  Help 
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first, 
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives. 

 
Question that only you can ask 
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how 
we operate?  Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought 
for the Day material.  Help us help you.  Please send your question to Hap so we all can 
get an answer.  Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean 
you are the only one who doesn’t know.  But, if you don’t ask, no one will know. 
 
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something 
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your 
point across.  While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not 
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion.  If 
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to 
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
 
Epistleers 
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either 
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you. 
 
 Date Reader  
 

 21 April 2012 Dru Arnold – Third Sunday after Easter 
 28 April 2012 Dru Arnold – Fourth Sunday after Easter 
 5 May 2012 Dru Arnold – Fifth Sunday after Easter 
 
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 

21 April 2013 – Third Sunday After Easter – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

28 April 2013 – Fourth Sunday After Easter – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

5 May 2013 – Fifth Sunday After Easter – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 
am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 
am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

9 May 2013 – The Ascension Day – Evening Prayer - Service start time 1900 (7:00 pm); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 1845 (6:45 pm); Time 1900 (7:00 pm); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

 


