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Faithful Centurion Anglican Orthodox Church 
 

The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Sunday Report 
 

 
 
Today was the Second Sunday after The Epiphany.  Sunrise temperature on Mount 
Olympus was a very nice 49°F under bright clear blue skies.  By the time church was 
over, it was a blistering 64°F under those same very clear skies.  The weather apparently 
agreed with all as we had our customary three in attendance. 
 
Gathering Song 
Jack Arnold played Amazing Grace for the gathering song.  
 
Amazing Grace  

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 

Thro' many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun. 

 
We try to pick our gathering songs to have a wonderful 
message, be easy to sing and suitable for guitar 
accompaniment.  Amazing Grace is one of Hap’s absolute favorites. 
 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
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Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 
The Propers are found on Page 111-112 with the Collect first: 
 

The Second Sunday after The Epiphany. 
The Collect. 

 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth; 
Mercifully hear the supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the days 

of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Dru Arnold read the Epistle for today, which came from the Twelfth Chapter of Paul’s  
letter to the Romans beginning at the Sixth 
Verse.  As Paul often does, he gives 
guidance on what God would have us do.  
He notes that each of us have differing 
talents, skills and resources.  What God 
wants us to do is use all of what He gave 
us to further His will and His way, so that 
we might be truly happy here on earth.  To 
be gracious and hospitable to those around 
us, to remember each of us are equal in 
God’s eye. 
 

AVING then gifts differing 
according to the grace that is given 
to us, whether prophecy, let us 

prophesy according to the proportion of 
faith; or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministering; or he that teacheth, on 
teaching; or he that exhorteth, on 
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it 
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be without dissimulation. 
Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to 
another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; not slothful in business; 
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer; distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. Bless them 
which persecute you: bless, and curse not. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate.  
 

A 
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Hap Arnold read the Holy Gospel for today which came from the beginning of the 
Gospel according to St. Mark, the First 
Chapter, beginning at the First Verse.  
This is the very first of the New 
Testament, a New Covenant or 
agreement with God.  It tells the story 
of “the beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.”  It talks of John 
the Baptist, who God sends as His 
“messenger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee. The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight. John did baptize in 
the wilderness, and preach the baptism 
of repentance for the remission of 
sins.”  And the people came to John 
“and were all baptized of him in the 
river of Jordan, confessing their sins.”  
But, as a harbinger the One to come, 
John told them of the One coming “ the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to stoop down and unloose.”  He told 

them of the Holy Ghost.  When Jesus, in His submission as a man to God came to John 
for baptism, as he came out of the water, “the heavens opened, and the Spirit, like a 
dove, descending upon him: and there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
 

HE beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; as it is written in the 
prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight. John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And there went out unto him all the 
land of Judæa, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of 
Jordan, confessing their sins. And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with a girdle 
of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; and preached, saying, 
There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost. And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit, like a dove, descending 
upon him: and there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 
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Sermon – Reverend Deacon Jack Arnold - Time and Action 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly 
contained in the forewords above.  
 
 Consider these words from the Collect: 
 
… hear the supplications of thy people, 
and grant us thy peace … 
 
In the Collect, we are asking God to 
listen to us and give us His peace in our 
hearts.  God is perfect.  He hears us 
when we pray, God hears us when we 
call Him.  This Collect is really to remind 
us that when we pray to Him, we need 
to listen to Him.  To often we ask Him 
what to do, when He tells us what He 
wants us to do, it is not what we want, 
so we don’t hear.  After all, there are 
none so deaf as those who will not hear.  
So, the question is not, Does God hear 
our supplication?  Rather the question is, Do we hear His answer and abide by it?  Do 
we listen when His answer is not what we want but what we need? We think that he 
doesn’t answer, but that is often because we are deaf to His answer through our own 
condition of being poor, sinful creatures that need His forgiveness desperately. If we 
open our hearts and minds, then we will hear Him. Will we let him in to our hearts for 
this to happen? It has to start with us letting Him in, and then we will hear His answer 
loud and clear. 
 
We all have some talent; each has something they do better than others.  Paul reminds 
us for the church, on any organization for that matter, to succeed, we must do what 
needs to be done, working hard, honestly, cheerfully, looking for no public praise, being 
kind to all.  Everybody needs to utilize their talents according to the needs of the 
church, not to somebody elses talents, but their talents. Everybody has a talent of some 
sort, be it musically, talking (being a good with people). Almost anything else that can 
be used for His Glory is a talent. Sometimes, we fail to remember that for the team to be 
successful, each person needs to do the job they do best to the best of their ability; not 
necessarily the one they like best the way they want to do it at the pace they enjoy.  The 
reward of a job well done in and of itself should be sufficient.  We should not be giving 
of ourselves to God, so that we can get praise and recognition.  That is not giving; it is 
selling. And that would not be truly giving from the heart as is God’s desire.  That 
would be using the talents He has loaned to us for our own wants and ends, which 
would not be becoming of the Christians we are called to be, the New Men we are 
called to be. 
 
At the same time, though we should not look for praise for our own work, we should 
look for reasons to praise and encourage others.  We need to recognize hard work, 
sacrifice, thoughtfulness and talent in others, remark on it and praise the use thereof!  
That which is rewarded most is that which grows best. 
 
Even God Himself, looking on His Son’s baptism remarked for all to hear, “Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
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How oft do we praise the actions of others?  To often we are quick to criticize the 
failings of others.  We must understand that while it is valuable to know when we fall 
short, people strive the most for praise of those whose opinion they value. 
 
When you hear those words, “Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” 
remember to use them yourself.  Lead others to God, don’t point the way. 

 
Be of God - Live of God - Act of God 

 
Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays.  Today’s sermon starts off with the collect, and 
like always, it will give you a lot to consider in your heart. 
 
Sermon Notes 
Second Sunday after The Epiphany 
20 January 2013, Anno Domini 
 

The Second Sunday after The Epiphany. 
The Collect. 

 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost govern all 
things in heaven and earth; Mercifully hear the 

supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the 
days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

HE beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; as it is written in the 
prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy 
way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord, make his paths straight. John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And there went out unto him all the 
land of Judæa, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of 
Jordan, confessing their sins. And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with a girdle 
of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; and preached, saying, 
There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost. And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And straightway coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit, like a dove, descending 
upon him: and there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 
  
            It is unlikely anyone hearing this sermon can remember the day they were born. 
With what words could you have remembered, since you had no words in your mind at 
the moment of your birth? But we all remember the day Christ was born in Bethlehem – 
and that was even before our own birth. How is that we know? Because God has 
provided His Word for us to know and to understand. But even having God's Word, 
and knowing it intellectually, does not mean that we truly KNOW His Word and, 
furthermore, know Him! If you believe that you came into being the day of your birth, 
you would be wrong. You were conceived some months earlier; and if you believe that 
you came into being at the moment of conception, you would be wrong again because 

A 

T 



 
Page 6 

God knew you and conceived of you in the great eternities past. According as he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will . (Eph 1:4-
5) So what does St. Mark the apostle mean in his opening remarks in verse 1 of our text: 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

First of all, Mark does not mean this account to be the Gospel of St Mark (though 
for simplicity, we call it that). He means the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
insofar as we can know it. It is the revelation of beautiful truths that have existed 
forever, but revealed to us in the time of God's own choosing. It does not mean, for 
example, the beginning of Jesus Christ, for He has eternally existed with the Father, and 
the Holy Ghost. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word WAS God!" (John 1:1) In fulfillment of the promise of God to Abraham and His 
spiritual Seed, Christ came in the fullness of time to fulfill all things spoken of Him by 
the prophets. 
            When raveling to a new land, every great sovereign is preceded by emissaries 
who prepare the way for his visit, make all arrangements for his reception by the host 
people, and send out news (such as the Gospel news) of his coming. The emissary sent 
should reflect, though imperfectly, the nature of the Sovereign who comes. If the 
Sovereign takes particular interest in the poor and downcast, so should the emissary in 
selecting his schedule of events, insure that the Way is made ready so that those, 
especially, will have opportunity to be introduced to Him. The old prophets spoke 
profusely of this coming Sovereign, but they also spoke uncommonly often of His 
emissary. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. (Isaiah 40:3)  and, Behold, I 
will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye 
delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. (Mal 3:1) Truth is 
unquenchable and it resounds, not only across great distances, but also across the ages 
of time. So it is meet and right that Mark should echo and remind us of the great 
prophecies of one called John the Baptist: The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
            I have always been struck by this clear and precise description of John the 
Baptist.  He is one who cries, not among the false lights of the city, but in the 
Wilderness. If men will come to hear a "voice crying in the wilderness" then they must 
have a serious reason to leave the comfort of Jerusalem and come. They either are 
drawn by the promptings of the Holy Spirit (for those hearts whose soils are rich to bear 
fruit), or by the spirit of anti-Christ who sends out his spies to learn of ways to stem the 
rising hopes of the people in a Redeemer. We have the same among us today in both 
kinds – and they are IN the Church more than OUTSIDE it. The dress of John the 
Baptist would have met with serious disdain from the First churches of today. And the 
same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his 
meat was locusts and wild honey. (Matt 3:4) There certainly was nothing special about 
John's appearance, but there certainly was something of an overriding importance in his 
message! He was a burden on none that he taught, unlike many modern seekers of 
filthy lucre. No one brought him steak and wine – he ate locusts and honey. He wore 
neither Armani, nor Gucci, suits but, rather, a robe of camel's hair and a leather girdle 
about his loins. The Pharisees and Jewish rulers must have been in a pickle to 
understand John. He appeared so very low and common, but what of these wondrous 
words that he spoke which so completely enthralled the crowds who flocked to hear 
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him in the Wilderness? They simply could not lower their dignity from the dunghill of 
religious sophistry to the pinnacle of simple righteousness and truth found in John's 
preaching. 
            John did not simply speak in even tones when he preached – he roared the 
message of the coming Savior as one "crying in the Wilderness." The message was to 
ALL who believed – not the ones who failed of faith and good will. The dark chambers 
of the heart were opened in the bosoms of many men and women to a new Voice – a 
new Truth (to them) of hope and wonder. Yet, it was not in the polished halls of the 
Temple at Jerusalem that they first learned of this hope – it was in the lonely 
Wilderness. Have you ever considered how much more clearly one can hear the Voice 
of God in a quiet place as opposed to the hustle and bustle of the city? The point of 
John's preaching in the Wilderness that most touches my heart is the fact that all who 
ever preached the Gospel before, or after, were as a Voice crying in the Wilderness. 
Perchance, one is easily enticed to go to the city square to hear a speaker; but they will 
not travel into the Wilderness to hear the words of a man dressed in camel's hair and a 
leather girdle unless there is something mighty special about his message. Did I say HIS 
message? I should have said "the Gospel of Jesus Christ." THAT message is worth 
travelling into the Wilderness to hear. If you are a minister of God, or a devoted 
witness, you, too, will be as a Voice crying in the Wilderness, calling men and women to 
the HIGHWAY – not the BROAD and DESCENDING Way – of the Lord. Enter ye in 
at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. (Matt 7:13-14) 
            If a man preaches the whole counsel of God, even with great love, the city 
crowds will not flock to his audience. Therefore, I hope that the ministers of God will 
cultivate the ground, and plant the seed, without expecting great success in the eyes of 
the world. The world has never known the meaning of truth and joy in Christ. If the 
numbers of Wilderness travelers remains few, be happy for the FEW! We sow the seeds 
of the Gospel – their germination and sprouting to the sun is the responsibility of the 
Holy Ghost. He works in the darkness of the soil, unseen by human eye, in creating the 
new life in the heart of the convert. 
            I love John the Baptist as my true brother! He surely is! What does one see in 
John that would discourage love? He speaks the truth, as any real friend would do, 
even when it hurts the water of our face. He is dedicated and earnest. Finally, he is 
HUMBLE! We are often lifted up with pride at our tiny successes, or even a presumed 
superior knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. Why should we be if the Word we have 
learned is not ours, but God's? 7 And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than 
I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. 8 I 
indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. It 
was, in the time of John, the responsibility of the lowest servant in a household to 
unloose the shoe latchets of guests, and to wash their feet. But John, by contrast with 
Christ, was not even worthy to SERVE Him – and, friend, neither are you and I.  If He 
calls us to the duty, He will MAKE us worthy through His own imputed righteousness. 

It is the duty of every believer to be publicly baptized. That is the means by 
which, like circumcision, we come into the covenant relationship with Christ and His 
Church.  Faith, too, must be the work of the Holy Ghost in the heart. When, by the grace 
of God, faith is confirmed in the "broken and contrite heart" the Holy Ghost has baptized 
that heart in the heavenlies. 
8 I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 
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It is not the outward form of baptism that is efficacious to us before God, but the inward 
and spiritual grace attaining thereto – else it is only a work of man's hands. It is much 
like the calling to the ministry and its recognition by the Church in the following 
ordination. If the head is ordained to preach, and the heart is not, there is no authority 
granted to preach. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all. (Eph 4:4-6) Must we be baptized twice? 
Certainly not! There is one baptism for the remission of sins. The Holy Ghost atte4nd 
the believing heart in baptism just as we see that it presents Itself at the baptism of our 
Lord. 

 9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. "And it came to pass….." I love the casual 
manner in which God speaks of momentous events! Sure it came to pass, but it didn't 
simply come to pass as a matter of happenstance – it was foreordained from all time 
and eternity! When all of the stars of Heaven were drawn in perfect alignment; when all 
the words of the prophets had been met with fulfillment of time and purpose; when 
Christ had been incarnated and made a man after our physical likeness; when the 
approval of God the Father thundered down the halls of time – Christ was baptized by 
John in the unseemly little waters of Jordan. How seemingly inappropriate in the eyes 
of man, but altogether appropriate in the eyes of God! There was a time fixed for you 
coming to Christ. Do you feel that coming was accidental, or ON PURPOSE! 
I hope you will notice that the presence of the Divine Trinity at the baptism of 
Christ….Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 10 And straightway coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 11 And 
there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. The Holy Spirit descended at the moment of baptism – not a long delay of 
months or years afterward; and the Voice of a joyful Father thundered out of Heaven! 
Did you feel the love and comfort of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost at your baptism, or in your confirmation? Though you may not have felt it in the 
first, it was nonetheless, present; and certainly the Trinity was present at your 
confirming faith in your baptism. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need 
no repentance. (Luke 15:7) 
Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sermon 
Bishop Dennis is a brilliant speaker.  He is able to take biblical precepts and make them 

perfectly understandable, even to me.  Oft he provides 
the text of his sermons and I take the utmost pleasure in 
passing them on: 

 

Peace 
Psalm 99, Zechariah 8, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

Second Sunday after Trinity 
January 20, 2013 

 
Most of the Bible's teachings oppose what people would 
naturally expect of God. For example, we naturally 
expect to make peace with God through our own efforts. 

We think we can make ourselves good enough for God and atone for our sins by 
countering them with good deeds, like charitable giving, going to church, receiving 
communion, or doing acts of penance. There are other ways people attempt to blot out 
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their own sins, but the point is that all these are human efforts, and man naturally tends 
to believe he can accomplish his own peace with God through his own efforts. 
 
The Bible presents a different view. The Bible says peace with God is a gift. It is 
something God accomplishes for us, and gives to us free of charge. It has to be a gift 
because none of our good works could ever atone for our sins. Let me use a financial 
example. You owe God complete obedience. Failure to pay Him 100% obedience is to 
default on your debt, and any banker will tell you that you cannot make up for missing 
this month's mortgage payment simply by paying next month's. Likewise, you can't 
make up for not paying God all of what you owe, simply by paying Him part of what 
you owe. That won't make up for your sins. Only God can atone for your sins. You can 
only receive atonement as His gift. That's why it is called, "forgiveness." 
 
The Church is a similar example. People naturally assume church membership and 
attendance is a personal choice and voluntary action. In our minds, our relationship to 
God is entirely personal and private. Every other person's is too. It is nice for people to 
form associations in which to worship, or pray, or attempt to persuade others to become 
Christians, but such associations, often called churches, are purely a matter of personal 
choice, convenience, and preference, and every Christian is free to join and attend, or 
not, as he or she sees fit. 
 
Once again, the Bible gives a different view. The Old Testament Church, Israel, did not 
consist of individuals who happened to believe in the God of Abraham. Israel was a 
nation, a people, a family. Israel was the family of God. The same is true of the New 
Testament Israel, the Church. In Matthew 16:18 Christ Himself said, "I will build My 
church." In Matthew 28:19 the Apostles were commissioned to teach the Gospel to all 
nations, and to baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Baptized converts were not just baptized and left to be their own individual 
faith. They were baptized into the Church, for Acts 2:47 tells us "the Lord added to the 
church daily such as were being saved." Colossians 1:18 says Christ is the head of the 
Church. Titus was placed in Crete by the Apostle Paul for the purpose of ordaining 
pastors of local congregations, and bishops to oversee them (Titus 1:5-9). Unto whom 
did Paul write the letters we now treasure as Scripture? "Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth" (1 Cor. 1:2); "unto the churches of Galatia (Gal. 1:2); to the saints, bishops 
and deacons in Philippi (Phil 1:1); and "unto the church of the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 
1:1). Even when he doesn't use the word, "church" as in his letter to the Romans, it is 
clear throughout the book that he is addressing a particular congregation of believers, 
as part of the larger body and Church of Christ. And the New Testament assumes 
throughout that every Christian believer is baptized into Christ through the Church, 
and carries out his faith and worship within the context of the Church through its local 
manifestation in the local, particular churches. 
 
The reading from Zechariah 8 tells of God bringing people together into the holy 
mountain of God. Jews will come, so will Gentiles. Strong nations, and men of other 
languages will be made one with faithful Israel. 
 
1 Corinthians 12 teaches the unity that is to be of the essence of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. The Corinthians weren't very good at keeping the unity. In fact they are a sad 
example of how not to be a church. They had adopted heretical views and practices, 
and had made ecstatic experiences the essence of being a Christian. Thus, for many, 
worship was all about having, and being known, to have an experience. Speaking in 
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tongues or prophesying, singing a song or anything to be seen by the rest of the 
congregation to make them think you were filled with the Holy Spirit became the 
objective. It needs to be noted that ecstatic experiences did happen in Apostolic times. It 
also needs to be noted that they were not the norm. In fact they were very rare. Divine 
healings were much more frequent than tongues, for example, and even healings seem 
to have become rare just a few years after Pentecost. So the Bible does not talk about 
healing services and tongues as the normal way of worship. It talks about preaching 
and hearing the word, prayer, the sacraments, loving one another, and holiness. 
 
1 Corinthians 12 talks about valuing one another as part of the body of Christ, rather 
than attempting to impress others with your spirituality. It uses the illustration of the 
body, making the point that the feet are just as important as any other part of the body. 
I have often heard people compliment someones beautiful eyes, but I have never heard 
anyone compliment another person's feet. Yet no one would say the feet are not 
important. We take care of our feet. I've heard people say they're going to sit down and 
put their feet up, but I've never hear anyone say they're going to sit down and put their 
tongue up. 
 
Here is the point, and this is what I am trying to say in this sermon. First you are a part 
of the Church. It is not an option. Your only choice is to be a good member or a bad 
member, and if you choose to be a bad member you have reason to doubt the validity of 
your faith in Christ. You are a member of His Church, so act like one. Conduct yourself 
with the humble dignity, obedience and love you would expect of people of such a high 
calling in life. Attend, support, and love a Biblical church. Take it seriously, God does. 
Second, every other Christian is just as much a part of the Church, and just as valuable 
to it as you. You need to treat them as though they are. You need to treat one another 
with a sense of reverence, and address one another with respect and humility. We 
would treat the actual, physical body of Christ with great respect, and we would 
conduct ourselves with great care and discretion in His presence. We should have a 
similar attitude toward the spiritual body of Christ, and every member of it. God grant 
that it may be so. 
--  
+Dennis Campbell 
 

Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia 
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church 
Powhatan, Virginia 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org 
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com 
 
Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon 
We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon.  If you want people to come to The 

Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live the 
truth.    This is really a good piece and I commend it to your careful 
reading. 
 
Sermon for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
Saint Peter noted in his first epistle (4:10) that: As every man hath 

received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. In St. Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthian church (12:4-11) he 
reminds us that: ... there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit... dividing to every 
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man severally as he will. The Rev. Matthew Henry once noted, “...that whatever gift, 
ordinary or extraordinary, whatever power, ability, or capacity of doing good is given 
to us, we should minister or do service with the same one to another. The talents we are 
entrusted with are our Lord’s goods... It is required in a steward that he be found 
faithful.” In our epistle lesson for today (Romans 12:6, and see also I Corinthians 12:11) 
the apostle Paul informs us that our spiritual gifts are to be used for edifying those 
within the body of Christ, while serving as a beacon to those without that they too 
might be motivated to enter into the fold of Christ.  
 
Consider also the variety of spiritual gifts which the Holy Ghost imparts to believers as 
found in I Corinthians 12: the word of wisdom, and the word of knowledge, (v.8); faith, 
and the gifts of healing,; (v.9); the working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, 
divers kinds of tongues, and the interpretation of tongues (v.10). It is not uncommon for 
some Christians to have more than one of these gifts. Likewise, it is not uncommon for 
some to receive only one. However, whether a Christian has been given one or all nine, 
the purpose of these gifts is furtherance of the gospel of truth in this sin-darkened 
world. The Rev. Matthew Henry carefully examined each one, so let us look at them in 
the light of his study.  
 
The first is the word of wisdom which refers to “a knowledge of the mysteries of the 
gospel and [the] ability to explain them, an exact understanding of the design, nature, 
and doctrines of the Christian faith.” It does not take a seminary-trained leader to have 
this knowledge. The Holy Spirit puts a zeal for the study of God’s word into select 
believers for the express purpose of teaching others.  
 
The second is the word of knowledge, which has to do with the “knowledge of 
mysteries wrapped up in the prophecies, types, and histories of the Old Testament. 
Others say [it is] a readiness to give advice and counsel in perplexed cases.” While this 
gift is similar to the previous one, there is a difference in application. This one seems to 
focus on the implementation rather than instruction. In order to be wise in the faith, one 
must possess a knowledge of it.  
 
The third is faith which refers to “the faith of miracles, or... in divine power and 
promise by which they were enabled to trust God in any emergency, go on in the way 
of their duty, and acknowledge and profess the truths of Christ [regardless of] the 
difficulty or danger.” This is the one gift which all born-again Christians must have 
because without faith we cannot come to that saving understanding of Christ. We must 
believe that God can work miracles, that he can exercise his divine sovereignty in 
matters related to this world because he is the Creator and Maker of all things both 
visible and invisible. St. Paul noted in Hebrews 11:1, Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. To quote Matthew Henry another 
time with regard to this passage, he said, “Faith demonstrates to the eye of the mind the 
reality of those things that cannot be discerned by the eye of the body.” To be a 
Christian— a true and faithful Christian— you must have the gift of faith.  
 
The fourth, the gifts of healing has to do with “the healing of the sick, either by laying 
on of hands, anointing with oil, or with a word.” St. James noted in his epistle that Is 
there any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he hath committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him. How often this gift has been misused and in turn been made a mock of 
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by the worldlings who see the hocus-pocus show of charlatans who pass themselves off 
as servants of the Most High. They promise healing to broad gatherings and then 
because no one is healed the unbelieving critics heap ridicule on all believers. Yes, 
healing is possible. We know that because we have faith in God’s word written wherein 
it says healings can be had. But all has to conform to God’s plan and purpose. There 
were many righteous people in the Bible who never were healed of their ailments. But 
this does not disqualify the gift of healing, rendering it fraudulent. We ought to follow 
the directions as found in St. James’ epistle, then leave the rest to God in the firm belief 
that God can heal if he so wills to do.  
 
The fifth, the working of miracles refers to “the efficacies of powers, such as raising the 
dead, restoring the blind to sight, giving speech to the dumb, hearing to the deaf, and 
use of limbs to the lame.” We know that at any time, God can do these sorts of things 
for it is part and parcel of his sovereign authority in all areas of life and death. If he 
should so empower one or more members of the church to carry out such works, then 
those thus empowered ought to exercise that gift with much reverence and humility: 
not for gain or for fulfilling the desires of flesh, but for the glory of God.  
 
The sixth is prophecy and is described as “the ability to foretell future events... or to 
explain scripture...” Prophesying remains a controversial subject. Still, nothing in any 
prophecy offered by one supposedly under the influence of the Holy Ghost will be at 
variance with Scripture. This requires discernment on the part of the one uttering the 
prophecy, as well as on the listener. God calls his own in different ways and we must 
not discount any prophetic communication without first being Bereans in our studies of 
the word.  
 
The seventh is the discerning of spirits which refers to “the power to distinguish 
between true and false prophets, or to discern the real and internal qualifications of any 
person for an office, or to discover the inward workings of the mind by the Holy 
Ghost...” St. Peter was given this in his dealing with Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) 
and with Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:5-25).  
 
The eighth and ninth, which are divers kinds of tongues, and the interpretation of 
tongues must be exercised together. In the exercise of the former, the latter is absolutely 
essential. While the gospel does contain elements that are enigmatic; nevertheless, its 
presentation is to be plainly spoken to all and in a language that all can understand. If 
the use of tongues is carried out otherwise, the words of God will be rendered of no 
effect. Ergo, those who do not speak the language being uttered must have an 
interpreter present to translate. While certain charismatics will use Acts 2:1-11 as the 
proof text for their practice of speaking in tongues, such is clearly not in line with what 
took place at Pentecost as there were people from different countries present in 
Jerusalem to worship, and they each heard the wonderful words of God in their native 
languages.  
 
Therefore, speaking in an unknown tongue has been and remains largely for the benefit 
of the unregenerate whom God is calling to himself. That is why in St. Paul in I 
Corinthians 14:1-40 set the specific requirements for speaking in tongues. Matthew 
Henry once noted that, “The Christian religion is a sober and reasonable thing in itself... 
and should not be made to look wild or senseless. Those [who do so] disgrace their 
religion and vilify their own character who do anything that has this aspect... Religious 
exercises in Christian assemblies should be such as are fit to edify the faithful, and 



 
Page 13 

convince, affect, and covert unbelievers. The ministry was not instituted to make 
ostentation of gifts and parts, but to save souls.” If we are not about that last point, then 
all else is show and spectacle.  
 
We must remember that these spiritual gifts were designed to render glory unto God. 
Therefore a proper exercise of these gifts will be to our eternal good. Likewise, we 
should be cautious in our assumptions of these gifts, especially if we are doing so 
without godly permission. God will not bless our presumed efforts, and we will find 
that our exercise of them will be for naught on that day when we will have to give an 
account to our Lord Jesus Christ regarding those gifts (St. Matthew 25:14-30). St. Paul’s 
admonition to the Galatians (6:7) still stands: Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap... Let us therefore live in obedience to 
his word written in all things.  
 
Let us pray, 
 

ATHER God, impart to us a proper knowledge of those spiritual gifts which thou 
hast given unto us, and then assist us as we utilize them in thy service; for this we 

ask in the name of him who is giver of every good and perfect gift, even Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
Have a blessed week,  
Bryan+ 

 
New Nametags 
We had no new nametags today. 
 
After Church Hospitality 
Sadly, no after church snacks.  The same story every week, is it not?  The fact is that we 
are supposed to be on a low carb diet and there really aren’t any low carb snacks that 
appeal to us.  So, with no fatted dog nut in sight, we were out of luck!  Please someone, 
between now and next Sunday invent some no-carb dog nuts. 
 
After church goodies providers as currently signed up: 
 
 Date Name 
 27 January 2013 Opportunity Available – Septuagesima  
 3 February 2013 Opportunity Available – Sexagesima  
 10 February 2013 Opportunity Available – Quinquagesima  
 17 February 2013 Opportunity Available – First Sunday in Lent  
 24 February 2013 Opportunity Available – Second Sunday in Lent  
 
People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
 
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 

F 
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blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful 
Centurion to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer 
card at church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 
 
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 
Travel 
Hap Arnold is on travel this week. 
 
Carol is in Australia to be with her family as they adjust to the loss of their mother.  

Please pray for her safe travel and return home. 
 

Move 
Ryan Hopkins has moved to Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, to study Dressage Riding through 

June 2013. Please pray for God’s guidance in his life as he works and studies. 
 
The Thomas Family is on a short tour assignment in Guam through August 2013.  Please 

pray for the assignment to continue to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the 
kids to make new friends.  In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will 
develop good friends and schoolmates there so as to further their development 
as both Christians and citizens.  Things seem to be going well where the sun rises 
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on the United States, so keep praying!  Give thanks and ask for continued good 
developments. 

 
Birthday 
Hap Arnold celebrated his 63rd birthday 27 December 2012. 
William Arnold celebrated his 31st birthday 22 December 2012. 
Betsy Lane celebrated her 86th birthday 16 December 2012. 
 
Marriage 
Elizabeth and Gunnar were married on 17 November 2012. They ask that you pray for 

God’s guidance in their lives as they move from being two individuals to a single 
unit and help them to form their new family. 

 
Departed 
Carol’s Mother left this world to be with Jesus just after Christmas. Please pray her 

family as together they celebrate the home going of their Mother and adjust to 
her absence from this world and their physical lives here. 

 
Phyllis Martha Hillger, 84, passed away on 22 December 2012.  Please give thanks for her 

life here on earth and pray for her family who remain behind. 
 
Mr. Jairaj, a fine Christian gentleman is now with our Lord.  Please pray for his wife, 

sons, and daughter. Pray that they will cast their grief for their loss onto the Lord 
and He shall sustain them. 

 
Suz passed away the week of 18 November 2012.  Please pray for family members who 

remain behind. 
 
Don passed away on 1 December 2012 after a hard battle with cancer.  Please pray for 

family members who remain behind and help them to come closer to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Joy passed away on 1 December 2012 after leaving hospice to return home to spend her 

final days with her family.  Please pray for family members who remain behind 
and help them to come closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Nearing the end of their time here on earth 
Julia has cancer which has spread through her body, further treatment seems 

impossible.  She is preparing to go home to be with her family who have gone 
before her.  Pray for her faith to build and the transition to be good.  Pray also for 
those she leaves behind. 

Polly is in Hospice care with dementia and spinal stenosis.  Please pray for her as she 
prepares to go home to be with her family who have gone before her.  Pray for 
the faith of her family to build and the transition to be good.   

 
Homebound or Infirm 
Lou has aspiration pneumonia.  Please pray for the infection to be knocked down and 

for her continued recovery. 
 

Frank has been coping with various ailments from older age. He is in his 90s and it has 
been a difficult year.  Pray he will find comfort in God, that those who provide 
care to him will pay attention to him, do their best and give him the love we all 
desire.  Pray that the coming year will provide relief to him. 

 
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 

with both onset dementia and Alzheimer’s.  She is slowly drifting away, though 
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she still recognizes Sara.  Please pray for both Sara and her mother to put their 
cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they can deal with the many problems 
involved.  

 
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Larry Howes suffered a fairly severe stroke. 4 December 2012, doctors replaced a valve in 

a shunt that had been put in about two weeks ago, and Larry responded very 
well.  He was able to go home.  He is now back in Mass General hospital. Please 
pray for the medical team treating him to pay attention and do their very best; 
pray also for confidence in our Lord for Larry and his family.  Larry needs a 
miracle, pray for one.  Please. 

 
Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to 

one of her lungs.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers. 
 
Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving 

chemotherapy and is having difficulty eating.  Please pray for the medical team 
treating her to pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in 
our Lord for Christine and her family. 

 

Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 

Colonel Bud Day’s cancer has returned.  The outlook is not favorable.  Bud has been an 
inspiration to all of us for years, this changes nothing.  He is well at peace with 
our Lord and we all hope he stays with us for a while longer. 

 
Treatment 
Brian has had lung problems for a while.  Recent tests found small cell cancer in the 

upper lung and bronchial area.  It appears not to have spread.  Brian began 
radiation and chemotherapy on 26 December 2012; that seems to be going pretty 
well.  Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Brian so he can rest and 
gain strength; pray for the medical team treating him that they pay close 
attention and do their very best; pray also that he can quit smoking. 

 
Thanksgiving and Continued Healing  
Sasha a young lady with a husband and two children had diagnosed with Stage 4 breast 

cancer whose cells were thought to have spread to her spine.  After radiation and 
chemotherapy, which is continuing through the end of January 2013, she is 
regaining her stamina and does not have any detectable cancer activity. The 
tumors in her skin are gone and the large tumors in her breasts are gone.  She 
and her family ask that you give thanks to our Father in heaven.  She also gives 
thanks to all who have prayed for her. 

 

Traci had surgery colon cancer on 27 December 2012.  The surgery went very well and 
she appears to be cancer free.  But, she had a pulmonary embolism and another 
clot in the artery to the spleen which will keep her in the hospital for at least 
several days. Traci is beginning to be weary of her medical situation. Please pray 
that she will not become despondent.  Pray that she will open her heart to God’s 
Grace that He might enter in to her heart and strengthen her. 

 

Liz Strauch had surgery for a pineal cyst on 4 December 2012.  The surgery was very 
successful, she was having nausea and pain from the surgery, which has now 
subsided.  Please pray a prayer of thanksgiving for the successful surgery and 
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the cessation of the nausea and for continued recovery. 
 

Bob Smouse had shoulder surgery on 28 November 2012.  He would appreciate your 
thanksgiving prayers.  While the surgery apparently went well, he is still in pain 
and would also appreciate prayers for continued healing and the pain to subside.  
He promises to work very hard on recovery therapy. 

 
Tore, of Oslo, Norway recently had a kidney transplant.  Unfortunately his body 

rejected the kidney, infection had set in.  Without God's healing touch he would 
soon die.  According to his wife Inga, shortly after the prayer request, he began a 
prompt recovery and is now home.  Tore and Inga give thanks for God’s Grace 
and your prayer. 

 

Carol Stone, the sweet wife of Mike Stone, longtime friend and colleague of Sara 
Simmons as well as Hap, was helicoptered to hospital with an ultimate diagnosis 
of severe bleeding on the left side of her brain.   She remains hospitalized, but 
seems to be making some progress. 

 

 Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Mike, guidance for the 
medical team treating Carol and strength for Carol as well as faith and trust.  No 
one can ever understand the why of these things here on earth.  Sara who passed 
this request on asks that you pray in both faith and hope. 

 
Muriel Pappin broke her hip in a fall and had surgery on 21 November 2012. Muriel was 

home, but has had complications and went back in the hospital.   She is now back 
home.  Please give thanks for her return home and pray for her continued 
recovery.   

 
Healing  
James L. Cavanah had surgery the afternoon of 10 February 2012, to remove two small, 

but cancerous tumors, from his intestines.  On 14 January 2013, James was found 
to have bladder cancer.  James is a minister with the AOC in Savannah, Georgia.  
He made it through the first hurdle, he and his family ask your prayers for this 
second trial.  Please pray for the medical team treating him to do their very best 
and pay attention, pray for the treatment to go well and result in remission.  Pray 
that James and his family will be able to put their cares and worries on God’s 
shoulders during this trying time. 

 
Sarah is recovering from a stroke, but fell and broke bones.  Please pray for her peace of 

mind and rapid and full recovery.  Pray for trust in God for her and her family. 
 
Inez’ blood pressure has suddenly been spiking.  Please pray for guidance for the 

medical people treating her, as well as peace of mind and trust in God for her 
and her family. 

 
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital.  She has been diagnosed with 

colitis, shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and 
begin to heal. 

 
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy.  This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and 

they do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she 
is indeed ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the 
truth and be supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will 
find the right measures to minimize the disease.  Most particularly pray for 
Rachel’s trust in God. 
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Donald went into ICU the night of 22 December 2012, for unknown reasons. 
 

Mrs. Tucker has had recent surgery as a result of bleeding on the brain. Please pray for 
trust in God and a full and rapid recovery. 

 
Jesse a 27 year old man from Nebraska has had emergency brain surgery for bleeding in 

the brain.  Please pray for trust in God and a full and rapid recovery. 
 
Zoie a little 10 year old girl is having problems with one of her kidneys. Please pray that 

she will be comfortable soon. 
 
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for 

peace of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Mrs. Baek an elderly women fell and injured her spine.  Doctors cannot repair the spinal 

injury due to her age. She fell again the morning of 12 December 2012, breaking 
her collar bone which is also untreatable. Mrs. Baek is in severe pain and will 
appreciate your prayers. 

 
Gil Garcia is hospitalized with a slow healing skin injury at the Long Beach Veteran’s 

Spinal Cord Injury Center.  Please give thanks for Gil’s incredible attitude, as 
well that of his wife Mary and their family.  Pray for the rapid healing of the skin 
injury so Gil can go home soon. 

 
Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease.  She has not come 

out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples.  Her 
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue. 

 
Barbara had a accident while cooking and the pressure cooker blew up in her face, 

causing second and third degree burns over her face and upper body. Because of 
this she has incurred kidney problems and may need a transplant. 

 
George had foot surgery.  Please give thanks for the surgery and pray for a full and 

rapid recovery. 
 
Nellie is in the emergency room of a hospital in a great deal of pain.  Please pray for 

peace of mind for her and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause 
and cure. 

 
Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further 

anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation 
treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also 
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 
Kevin Gerhart discovered cancer on his neck.  He underwent radiation and 

chemotherapy.  Please pray for the medical team treating Kevin that they might 
pay attention, do their very best and find the source; that the treatment might be 
successful and he might live a long and healthy life to His honor and glory.  Pray 
also for trust in God and peace of mind for Kevin, his wife and family. 

 
Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011, to remove a 

tumor.  Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for which we are all 
grateful, including taking chemotherapy once a day for two more years.  He has 
radically decreased the consumption of alcohol and eating at least mostly 
properly.  Please pray for help for him to continue do all this.  Please pray also 
that Bill might turn his heart outward to help those around him, as well as live a 
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long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for peace of mind 
for Bill and his wife Sara. 

 
Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) hip has deteriorated to the point walking is a slow and painful 

process, but she manages.   Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay 
and her family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 
Steve Sundberg had a heart attack after Easter 2011.  After some time, the medical team 

treating him decided he was not a candidate for stents and a five-way heart by-
pass was performed the week of 6 June 2011.  Please pray for his complete 
recovery and for his three children and family who are very worried about him, 
pray also for his trust in our Lord and for both him and his family to let God 
carry their worries while he recovers. 

 
Matt Alcantara, age 15, has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal 

form of cancer with limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 
percent fatal in a couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks 
and swims!  Courage?  Guts? You bet!  Matt and his mom just came back from 
Houston at the Cancer Center for what was hoped to be a routine every four 
month bone scan.  The scans were done on schedule, but a couple of new spots 
showed up.   After Matt’s San Diego doctors conferred with the Houston doctors 
to figure out what these spots mean, it turned out they are new and old injuries 
with no bad meaning.  In effect they are CLEAN SCANs.  Matt and his family 
ask you to give thanks for the super results.  Please also give thanks for the great 
faith of Matt and his entire family.  Their faith and trust is a wonderful example 
for each and every one of us.  But, now is not the time to stop praying.  Actually, 
it never is the time to stop praying! 

 
Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 

Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
has worsened recently.  She is no longer able to stand, in fact she has a lot of 
trouble sitting upright. Judith is depressed and wants to go home to watch her 
birds, which given everything seems unlikely at present.  Please pray for her to 
take an active part in her own life, for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God 
and remission of the disease so she might return home to her family.  Pray also 
for strength for her husband Martin as he deals with all the problems and stress 
of Judith’s situation. 

 
Becky Madden is paralyzed from the neck down as the result of a tragic shooting 

accident.  Her husband is doing his best to take care of her; it is hard and he is 
learning the best he can.  Please pray for further recovery for Becky, as well as 
strength and guidance for her husband. 

 
Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 

in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 
Obra Gray continues to take day by day.  Please continue to keep Obra in your prayers, 

and give him the strength of knowing the Lord is with him and will never 
forsake him. Obra needs security of what lies ahead of him, and only the Lord 
can grant the solace to answer his prayer. 
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Employment 
Rodriguez Family are looking for work. It seems many obstacles have been put in their 

way of finding employment.  Please pray they will find employment with a firm 
that will be able to use their considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the 
firm and the family. 

 
Sarah is concerned about the future with her company.  She would appreciate prayers 

for her continued employment and that her firm might find more and better 
ways to use her help. 

 
Financial Guidance and Healing 
David and Lorna are having financial problems.  They are trying to find a smaller home 

which may be more affordable.  Lorna has had an ongoing battle with brain 
cancer, her trips back and forth to the hospital have drained their finances to the 
point they sometimes struggle to have enough food in the house.  Pleaser pray 
for Lorna’s healing and guidance on how they might handle the financial 
difficulties in which they have found themselves. 

 
Guidance! 
Daniel and Danielle are experiencing family strife as a result of custodial issues with a 

daughter.  Please pray they and those they strive with might look to the child’s 
best interests in their time of difficulty and disagreement; to work for her best 
interests and not use her as a weapon amongst themselves. 

 
Abigail is a teenager who has behavior problems.  She feels she is in an area of mental 

darkness.  Please pray that she might look to God for help and not within herself. 
 
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 

and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control. 

 
Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 
Hap and Ryan both ask you to pray they might be able to trust God will help them make 

the right decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those 
things they can change, accept those things they cannot change, sleep well to be 
able to do the correct things with a clear head and that they will open their hearts 
to the Holy Ghost. 

 
Guidance for Ministers 
Ken Howes has been invited to St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada to preach.  There is a possibility of a call to that church, a 600-member 
church with weekly services in German and English.  His ability to speak 
German was what prompted their interest in Ken; he preached in both languages 
last Sunday.  Please pray for Ken, his family and St. Peter's.  Pray also for Ken to 
not worry about his brother Larry. 

 
Rev LTC Al Ryan has been appointed Deacon-In-Charge of the mission parish of St. 

Augustine of Canterbury Anglican Church, Anglican Church in America (ACA) 
parish in Old Orchard Beach, Maine.  It is a small but growing mission, which 
has been plagued by clergy change.  Al, the diocesan pilot, has been appointed 
for one year, during which time he is to help them identify what their needs are 
for a vicar.  He has done this before and asks you to pray for God’s help one 
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more time; not only for himself, but for the parish. 
 
Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Airman Donny Patton (Kadena AB, Japan), Jordan (USMC – Fleet Marine Force - 
Pacific), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator), Trevor (USN – Whidbey Island, EF-18 
Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Guam) 
 
Persecuted 
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 

Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 
Thanksgiving 
Tuck Arnold, Shamim Gray and Gene Hillger give thanks for safe travel and return to their 

homes in peace. 
 
Ernest had a successful angiography and stent emplacement on Saturday 15 December 

2012.  He is now home and doing very well.  Please give thanks for the successful 
surgery, the medical team doing a great job and also pray for his continued full 
recovery. 

 
Various Special Requests 
We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 

how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 

 
Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an 

opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families.  Please ask 
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others.  Help 
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first, 
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives. 

 
Question that only you can ask 
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how 
we operate?  Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought 
for the Day material.  Help us help you.  Please send your question to Hap so we all can 
get an answer.  Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean 
you are the only one who doesn’t know.  But, if you don’t ask, no one will know. 
 
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something 
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your 
point across.  While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not 
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion.  If 
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to 
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
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Epistleers 
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either 
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you. 
 
 Date Reader  
 

 27 January 2013 Dru Arnold – Septuagesima 
 3 February 2013 Dru Arnold – Sexagesima  
 10 February 2013 Dru Arnold – Quinquagesima  
 13 February 2013 Dru Arnold – Ash Wednesday  
 17 February 2013 Dru Arnold – First Sunday in Lent  
 24 February 2013 Dru Arnold – Second Sunday in Lent  
  
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 
27 January 2013 – Septuagesima – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
3 February 2013 – Sexagesima – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
10 February 2013 – Quinquagesima – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 
am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 
am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
13 February 2013 – Ash Wednesday – Evening Prayer - Service start time 1900 (7:00 
pm); Time 1900 (7:00 pm); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
17 February 2013 – First Sunday in Lent – Holy Communion - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
24 February 2013 – Second Sunday in Lent – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 


