Faithful Centurion Anglican Orthodox Church

The First Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday Report

Today was the first Sunday after the Epiphany and Second Sunday of the New Year
2013. Sunrise temperature on Mount Olympus was a coolish 28°F under bright clear
blue skies. By the time church was over, it was a blistering 38°F under those same very
clear skies. The weather apparently agreed with all as we had our customary three in
attendance.
Gathering Song
Jack Arnold played Hymn 36 - What child is this, who, laid to rest for the gathering song.
Hymn 36 - What child is this, who, laid to rest
What child is this, who laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading. Refrain
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him. Refrain
Propers
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible. There is a
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the refounding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer,
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament. The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer,
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the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker.
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead,
except in a White Season, where it is put off. Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days. Most of the Red Letter Feasts
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to
special events. Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.
The Propers are found on Page 109-111 with the Collect first:
The First Sunday after The Epiphany.
The Collect.

O

LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who call
upon thee; and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Epiphany, or the Manifestation of Christ
to the Gentiles.
[January 6.]

The Collect.
GOD, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles; Mercifully grant that we, who know thee now by faith, may after this life
have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O

¶ This Collect is to be said daily throughout the Octave

Dru Arnold read the Epistle for today, which came from the Twelfth Chapter of Paul’s
letter to the Romans beginning at the First Verse.
Paul asks not only those long gone Romans, but
us, as well, to “present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service.” He tells us our home is
in heaven. Life here is not the end, rather the
stepping off point, either to heaven or hell. Thus
were are “not conformed to this world: but to be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that we ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Some of us
may be better than others, but all fall short of the
minimum standard. Through Christ we attain
eternal life. In the meantime, each of us should
not “think of himself more highly than he ought
to think; but to think soberly, according as God
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” Each of us has a place in the church, a
reason to be and job to do. “For as we have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office: so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of another.”
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I

BESEECH you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God. For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as we have many members in one
body, and all members have not the same office: so we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and every one members one of another.
Hap Arnold read the Gospel for today which came from the Second Chapter of the
Gospel of St. Luke beginning at the Forty-First
Verse. It tells the story of when Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem after the Passover Feast in
his twelfth year. When they were done, the
family group, for they likely traveled with their
extended family for safety, left together. After
the first day’s travel they stopped for the night
and could not find Jesus. So, fearing the worst,
they headed back at night for Jerusalem.
Braving robbers and worse, they made their
way back. After looking for three days, they
went to the temple, where lo, they found him.
He was among the learned men “both hearing
them, and asking them questions. And all that
heard
him
were
astonished
at
his
understanding and answers.” His parents were
amazed and confounded. He asked them why
they worried and why they did not understand
that he was about his Father’s business. It is
noteworthy that Jesus at twelve was able to “hold his own” with the learned scholars of
Judah. He was able to out reason those who lived to dissect the Law. “A little child
shall lead them,” Isaiah 11:1-10

N

OW his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of
the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus
tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they,
supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they sought
him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they turned
back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding
and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto
him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee
sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must
be about my Father’s business? And they understood not the saying which he spake
unto them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto
them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom
and stature, and in favour with God and man.
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Sermon – Reverend Deacon Jack Arnold - Time and Action
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly
contained in the forewords above.
Consider these words from the
Collect:
…grant that they may both
perceive and know what things
they ought to do, and also may
have grace and power faithfully to
fulfil the same…
As imperfect creatures with free
will, we will never figure out what
we should be doing, let alone do it,
on our own. That was the part of
the reason God sent the Holy
Ghost; that we might listen to Him
and understand.
Not just
understand The Word that had
been spoken to us through Jesus
and the Scriptures, but to
understand what we should do,
hence the prayer to figure out what
we need to do, then give us the
power or strength to do what we
are supposed to do. To do it, not
just think or talk about doing it. We need to act, using the Scriptures as our Holy
Handbook for our actions within our lives. He did not mean for us to simply read it
only, but to digest it and use what we learned.
After all isn’t that what the school system was supposedly put in place for? University,
the words comprise it are “Una Veritas”, meaning “One Truth”, as it was supposed to
be a place of Godly learning, where one would learn the “One Truth”. The school
system was intended that we might have Godly children growing up in the faith,
therefore strengthening them as men/women of great moral character. If we put back
the Scriptures in our schools and held the kids to the standards of those Scriptures, then
we would find ourselves on a moral higher ground.
The first thing tsunami watchers would tell people, is at the first sign of a tsunami
approaching, go to higher ground. Therefore, I would like apply that same principle to
our lives. At the first sign of any sort of evil, temptation or sin, that we headed to the
higher ground that God lives on and seek him out, rather than wait for the wave of evil
to envelop us.
We are asking God to help us know what we should do and then help us to do it right.
Seems pretty simple. That is the root of almost all our problems. It is harder to do what
is right than what seems easy to us. First, even if we ask God what He wants us to do,
“There are none so deaf as those who will not hear.” Then, if we hear what He wants
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us to do, and hear it correctly, we often find it “too hard.” Do you recall this quote from
GK Chesterton:
•

“Christianity has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult
and not tried.”

So once we find out what God wants, we often rationalize our way around it. Think
about the 613 Mosaic laws and the Pharisees who made a good living telling people
how to comply with them to the letter and still do just what they wanted to do. So, then
even if we find out what God wants and decide to actually do it instead of avoid it, we
are faced with the often huge problem of where do we get the strength to accomplish
this task. The answer is circular, from God. He never asks us to do anything we cannot
do good enough for Him if we rely on Him. Never. End of that discussion.
Now, once you have managed to get this far, you gain the power needed to become one
of Paul’s New Men, a person who has accepted God’s Grace, turning to God and
relying on Him for guidance, strength, courage and perseverance. To do that, we need
to turn outward. Not think of ourselves, but of God and our fellow Christians.
Speaking of that, one of the tools God gives us to get things done is a Team, that Team
is fellow Christians. So, we need to work together as a Team. Think not of your glory,
but that of God. President Reagan had a sign on his desk which read:

“There is no limit to the amount of good you can do if you don't care who
gets the credit.”
Paul tells us not to concentrate on our status, position or grandeur, but to see what we
can do to help. Just like our body would not function if all parts were brains, neither
will Christ’s Team function if everyone is concerned about their position.
When we look at the Gospel today, aside from the historical function telling us that
Jesus was in the temple bringing the light of the gospel to the rabbis, I am reminded
there are other lessons. It is not that we want to micromanage your life, but keep your
friends and family informed of what you are doing and where you are going. Jesus’
earthly parents risked life and limb going back up the road to Jerusalem at night. But,
that was their duty as parents. A duty which must have been done, no matter the cost.
Duty –

God • Honor • Country • Family

But, back to the Gospel and the parents arrival at the temple, where lo, they found him.
He was among the learned men “both hearing them, and asking them questions. And
all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.” His parents
were amazed and confounded. He asked them why they worried and why they did not
understand that he was about his Father’s business. It is noteworthy to see Jesus at
twelve was able to “hold his own” with the learned scholars of Judah. He was able to
out reason those who lived to dissect the Law. “A little child shall lead them,” Isaiah

11:1-10

He comes!
Be of God - Live of God - Act of God
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Bishop Ogles’ Sermon
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes. Today is one of those
Sundays. Today’s sermon starts off with the collect, and
like always, it will give you a lot to consider in your heart.
Sermon Notes
First Sunday after The Epiphany
13 January 2013, Anno Domini
The First Sunday after The Epiphany.
The Collect.

O

LORD, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the
prayers of thy people who call upon thee; and grant
that they may both perceive and know what things they
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully
to fulfil the same; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Epiphany, or the Manifestation of Christ
to the Gentiles.
[January 6.]

The Collect.
GOD, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles; Mercifully grant that we, who know thee now by faith, may after this life
have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

O

¶ This Collect is to be said daily throughout the Octave

Have you ever been very close to Christ and suddenly, through your
complacency and neglect, found that you are separated, by a vast expanse, from your
Lord? Is it even possible for one who is intimate with Christ to become separated? Have
you omitted the Daily Bread that sustains you? I am afraid that it is the most common
occurrence rather than the exceptional one. Peter once became separated from Christ in
the Garden at Gethsemane and lost all courage during the separation. The
circumstances may even, at times, be reversed. For example: the men on the road to
Emmaus believed that they had been forever separated from Christ while he walked at
their very side. Separation from Christ, either actual or perceived, is a failure of faith.
We learn in today's Gospel text that even the mother, and supposed father (for
God was His true Father), of Jesus became separated from their son for three days or
more:
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.
42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of
the feast. 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus
tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 44 But they,
supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 And when they found him not, they turned
back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 And it came to pass, that after three days they
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions. 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding
and answers. 48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto
him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee
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sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I
must be about my Father's business? 50 And they understood not the saying which he
spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was
subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. (Luke 2:41-52)
There are a few salient points brought out in this text that are worthy of
emulation or note:
1)
Jesus attended to his religious responsibilities in going up to Jerusalem every
Passover. His parents even set the example for Jesus had He needed an example. It is
very important that the young children of the church sit with their parents during
worship rather than being separated to a period of silly play-church. When children
observe their parents doing their Christian duty, a powerful impression is made – and a
lasting one. Jesus and His parents observe the good order, reverence, and customs of
the established feasts.
2)
Note the relationship of Mary and Joseph to Jesus. In the KJV (Received Text) they
are referred to as Joseph and His MOTHER. In the modern versions, BOTH are called
His parents which blur the distinction of Christ as Son of God! I.e. ESV, NIV & New
American Standard Version: His parents did not know it .
3)
Jesus was a model of obedience and discretion, therefore Joseph and His mother
Mary were taken by surprise that He did not follow the company back to Nazareth.
Jesus was ALWAYS obedient to them, but now a higher obedience was required. It was
an isolated instance of His Father's desire to expose His only Begotten Son before the
Temple elders and doctors. Though Jesus was an obedient child to Joseph and Mary, the
time would come when He must obey the Higher Law of His Father. I am disgusted at
clergy who advise their charges to obey the secular law when that law contradicts the
Higher Law of God.
4)
Joseph and Mary were accustomed to the ordinary expectation that Jesus would
follow them. They were wrong. When religious liturgy of practice becomes too
ordinary, we may become complacent in its observance. We may have studied so very
industriously for many years from God's Holy Word, and then decide, "Ah, I have
studied enough. I can take a sabbatical from studying the Daily Bread of Life. But now,
you are in danger of being separated from Christ. Is it worth the risk?
5)
Joseph and Mary sought for Christ among their kinfolk and acquaintances. Need I
remind you that no kinfolk, no acquaintance, nor even any ministers, bear any
monopoly on Christ. We gain no spiritual favor with God owing to our faith of our
family. No one can "bring Christ to us." We must find Him ourselves. We can show the
Chart and Compass to our friends, but they must take the tools in hand to seek His face
personally.
6)
Christ has an engaging manner of teaching. He hears our inquiries and claims, and
then He asks us questions that none other can conceive to ask. He is an excellent
listener, and His inquiries fathom the depths of the heart of men and women.
7)
46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple. There
were courageous and loving women who also sought Christ after three days, and found
Him in the Temple of His Resurrected Body. If we earnestly seek Him, we shall find
Him.
8)

All men were forever astonished at the words of Christ – even His mortal enemies.
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How often did He put the Pharisees, rulers, and Scribes to shame with His excellent and
deliberative teaching.
9)
I am sorry to say that I believe Mary's memory of the great Angel Gabriel's counsel
to her while she was yet a virgin may have lost some of its meaning and luster in her
memory. She refers to Joseph as His father even though she knows full well that he is
not, or perhaps she merely did so to appease social pressures. She was most often
absent during the teaching and preaching of Christ. It may be that Mary did not come to
full realization of who her Son was until after the resurrection.
10) Mary feels offended by the presumed one-time failure of Jesus to obediently follow
them. One thing Mary did that was right when she learned of her separation from Jesus
– she sought Him sorrowing. Every soul that finds itself separated from Jesus must seek
Him, not in the pride of familiarity, but sorrowing.
11) One great reason that we need Christ, not only as redeemer and Savior, is that we
do not know God the Father well. He does! 49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye
sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? 50 And they
understood not the saying which he spake unto them. The reason for Jesus' lingering
behind in the Temple was as clear as the Sun to Jesus, but Mary and Jesus could not
have discerned the cause. They failed to understand His explanation, but our failure to
understand all that Christ has spoken to us is no reason to reject His saving invitation.
12) Though He would become the Savior of His people and the Light of the World,
Jesus was an obedient Son and remained subject to His mother and to Joseph. I pray
that young people today would be subject to their parents even if their parents are only
a carpenter and a keeper at home! Even if the child aspires to some high calling, he
should never exalt himself above his parents. If Jesus was subject to Joseph and His
Mother, how much more should we be? 51 And he went down with them, and came to
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her
heart. There was something mysterious about this occasion to Mary. She did not fully
understand, nonetheless, she kept all in her heart.
13) Jesus continued to grow. When we cease to grow and learn, then we cease to live.
His wisdom, too, increased with his physical stature, and He grew in favor and
knowledge of God His Father. If we take our eyes off Christ, we may lose Him or be
separated from Him for a time. Better to be staid on Christ constantly, than to be
constantly returning from our human endeavors to seek Him out anew.
CONCLUSION: It would seem that this incident in the life of Christ, points us to our
own responsibilities, in coming of age, to come to Christ! Twelve years old is a
traditional and fitting age for a young person to be confirmed into the Church and to
begin to grow more vibrantly into greater stature and wisdom. It represents the midline
of youth when a fork in the road begins to appear in the distance – a fork which will
begin to lead him more directly to the government of God in his life or, au contraire,
further away if the wrong path is chosen. Jesus dutifully was brought to the Temple on
the eighth day following His birth to be circumcised (a custom that parallels baptism in
the New Testament economy). And when of a knowing age (twelve years) He again
comes to the Temple to be examined by the doctors thereof. This is fairly consistent with
the Church practice of Confirmation at a knowing age.
If we continue faithfully and prayerfully in following after Christ, we shall not lose
Him.
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. AMEN.
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Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sermon
Bishop Dennis is a brilliant speaker. He is able to take biblical precepts and make them
perfectly understandable, even to me. Oft he provides
the text of his sermons and I take the utmost pleasure in
passing them on:
Grace Given Unto Us
Psalm 23, Romans 12:1-5, Luke 2:41-52
First Sunday after Epiphany
January 13, 2013
The Epistle for this First Sunday after Epiphany is the
first four verses of Romans 12. In that passage, Paul
wrote many astounding words, among them are those
found in verse 3, "through the grace given unto me." I want to talk about grace today. I
often speak of this building as a house of grace. I mean there is a sense in which this
place is different from others. Here people have sought and found grace for more than
a hundred and sixty years. There is a sense of connection about this place, a sense of
being connected with many others, past and present, as we read the same Bible pray the
same Prayers, sing the same hymns, and receive the same grace. We are all one in the
grace of God; "one body in Christ, and every one members of one another." In a sense
this building is a symbol of God's grace, and I rejoice that a body of believers worships
here, because if this building doesn't house a living, worshiping congregation, it ceases
to be a house of grace and becomes a mausoleum.
When I say this is a house of grace I mean something wonderful and mysterious
happens when we meet here. God touches us here. He makes us to lie down in green
pastures and leadeth us beside still waters. He restores our souls and leads us in the
paths of righteousness. He prepares a table before us and anoints us with oil. He fills
our souls with such abundance we are like cups running over with grace.
There is grace in the things we do here. God draws us into Himself by them, and God
imparts Himself to us in them. There is grace in the Prayers. The more we understand
the Bible, the more the Prayers express our hearts to God, and the more they lead us
into Him. In the Prayers we lie down in the green pastures of God and drink His still
waters. There is grace in reading, hearing, and preaching the Bible. Let us call them the
ministry of the Word, and let us know that it is different from other readings and
hearings. To read the Bible is to enter the presence of God; to "hear" it is to let God's
presence enter us. To read the Bible is to let God lead us to the green pastures and still
waters. To "hear" it, that is, to receive it into our hearts with faith, is to feed on the
green pasture and drink the still waters of God. The sermon serves the feast God has
prepared for us. It points us to the pastures and waters of God. The preacher, by God's
authority and command, invites us to eat and drink of God's grace. Thus, the Prayers
and the ministry of the Word are means by which the Living God imparts His grace to
us.
I know these are rather vague statements. They contain much imagery and very little
concrete definitions. But even the Bible uses more imagery than definitions here, and I
think it is because these things are too big to be reduced to concrete terms. Someone
said, "in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, everything else is
math." Everything else may be math, but God is not, nor are the workings of His Spirit
imparting grace to His people. He, and His ways, are, in a very real sense, beyond
comprehension and unexplainable. He Himself is a great mystery, not because He
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hides from us or keeps secrets from us, but because He is beyond our ability to
comprehend. And so, we must be content with the little that we can understand, and be
content to know Him as Mystery. Thanks be to God, we can understand something
about Him, and the Bible tells us who He is, and what we owe to Him as our God, and
how to find and continue in peace with God through the cross of Christ. The Bible
draws us into Him and imparts Him to us in a spiritual transaction that is as
inexplicable and mysterious as God Himself.
There is grace in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. It is truly a Table prepared for us
in the presence of our enemies, for we come to it in the midst of a great spiritual war
against spiritual wickedness in high places, and against our own weaknesses and
temptations. Even the most valiant soldiers need rest sometimes, and our presence in
this house of grace and at this feast of grace is our respite from the battle. Here, for a
while, we are in green pastures and beside still waters.
There is a sense in which the grace given to us in the Sacrament is even more
mysterious than that given in the Prayers, worship, and ministry of the Word. We can
understand that reading and hearing the Bible shapes our thoughts and attitudes, for
we see that we are shaped by the music, movies, and books we allow into our lives.
What child has not wanted to be like his cartoon or movie hero? We can understand
how the Prayers can shape our lives. We see that saying and meaning them with
understanding gives form to our faith and our petitions. But how does eating a
communion wafer dipped in wine put God in us and us in God? No wonder that, after
receiving the bread and wine, we thank God for these "holy mysteries."
And yet, there is something we do know about this Sacrament. We know the bread
portrays the body of Christ dying on the cross. The bread our Lord broke when He
instituted this Sacrament was something like a dense, wheat cracker, large enough to be
broken into twelve pieces. "This is My body," He said as He broke it and gave the
pieces to the disciples. "This is My blood,' He said as He poured the wine out of its
container and gave it to them. Thus, the Communion graphically portrays the
crucifixion of our Lord.
Eating the bread and drinking the wine are expressions of our faith. In these acts we
state that we believe in Christ in Biblical faith. We remember Christ's death. We
intentionally open ourselves to Him to receive all the benefits of His death. We signify
our belief that, somehow God is bringing us more fully into Himself, and imparting
Himself more fully to us in this Sacrament. We are receiving grace.
Grace is in this place, because God is in us and in the things we do in this place. In
them we come to God's throne of grace. In them God calms our fears and teaches us to
trust Him. In them He heals the wounds caused by sin, and strengthens us in holiness
and faith. He imparts His healing presence to us, and He draws us into Himself.
Father of all mercies, whose nature is love and whose throne is grace. We beseech Thee,
and believe that Thou wilt, impart Thy grace unto us, through Christ our Lord, Amen.
-+Dennis Campbell
Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church
Powhatan, Virginia
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com
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Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon
We are fortunate to have Bryan’s Sunday Sermon. If you want people to come to The
Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live the
truth. This is really a good piece and I commend it to your careful
reading.
Sermon for the First Sunday after the Epiphany
In our gospel lesson today we are given the only story of our Lord as
a youth approaching manhood (St. Luke 2:41-52). To the unbeliever
and the skeptic, the Bible’s silence on our Lord’s time beyond infancy and before he
began his earthly ministry presents them with an open door to unwholesome
speculation, while those who have been regenerated in Christ respect the reticence of
God in Scripture. Forasmuch as we walk by faith and not by sight, we trust in God’s
word, and we also respect his silence (II Corinthians 5:7).
While the Bible communicates the plan and purposes of God; it tells us only those
things which he, in his infinite wisdom, would have us know. Even so, we are not
supposed to engage in frivolous speculation concerning those matters not covered by
Scripture. It should be understood that God does not keep us from knowledge of his
failings because he cannot fail. And God does not keep us from the knowledge of his
Son’s sins because Jesus Christ lived a sinless life. For this cause came the only begotten
Son of God into the world, that he might bear our reproach and carry our sins upon the
cross. Ergo, without a perfect and sinless life in toto, our Lord’s sacrifice would be
worth nothing (see Hebrews 4:14-16).
Another aspect of our lesson today which the critics and skeptics love to harp on has to
do with our Lord’s treatment of his parents and their apparent quizzical response to his
reply to them (vv. 48-50). Consider the facts from our lesson. Our Lord had gone with
his parents to Jerusalem to observe the passover feast, something they had done every
year (v.41). His parents then made preparations to leave after the feast had been
observed, and thinking he was among their relatives and friends, they departed for
Nazareth. Now, when they found him not among their fellows, they returned to the city
and found him in the Temple among the learned scholars of the day both hearing them
and asking them questions (vv.44-46). His mother chided him because he had caused
both her and Joseph to worry over his whereabouts. His response is telling: How is it
that ye sought me? wist [know] ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?(v.49).
Notice also that his mother and Joseph did not understand what he had said (v.50)
which has led the critic and the skeptic to pounce upon the divinity of our Lord. They
claim he was only a man and that his sinless nature could not be because he had not
kept the commandment of Honor thy father and thy mother (Exodus 20:12).
Rubbish! Jesus Christ did not dishonor his earthly parents through his honoring of his
Father. The Scriptures plainly tell us that his mother and Joseph did not understand
what he had said to them. They knew who he was. One would have to omit the opening
chapters of both St. Matthew’s gospel and that of St. Luke to believe such to be the case.
The very next verse states forthrightly that And he went down with them, and came to
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.
They (like many others) would hear Christ’s words and not directly grasp their
meaning, much as Christians down through the ages have at one time or another held
an insufficient understanding as to God’s word.
Page 11

And such is certainly the case for the critics and skeptics of today. They so lost in
Lucifer’s understanding of the word that they cannot see the truth of God’s word
written. For if the Devil’s veil of deception ever be removed, such would inevitably lead
them to accept Jesus Christ’s bona fides as the only begotten Son of God and the
Saviour of their souls. But the forces of darkness have worked diligently to make the
very words of Scripture of no effect. Over the millennia, the Devil has sought to twist
God’s word so that those who would hear it will fail to understand and heed it (St.
Matthew 13:18-23). It should be clear enough to the faithful Christian that critics and
skeptics will come and go, but God’s word will stand forever (I St. Peter 1:25). We may
not always grasp the meaning of every passage ; nevertheless, our faith in God’s word
ought not be diminished on account of our ignorance. St. Paul advised us to, Study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth (II St. Timothy 2:15).
We have not been called to worship one such as ourselves, but the very personage of
God made flesh, full of grace and truth ( St. John 1:14). We have not been called to faith
in a myth, saga, or legend, but to that one and only name under heaven by which men
must be saved (Acts 4:12). We have not been called to a weekly remembrance of a dead
man, but that of the living Christ, who is seated at the right hand of God the Father (St.
Mark 16:19). We have not been called to study a book of magic, or of conjuring, but to
inwardly digest the very words of God which he spoke unto the patriarchs, prophets
and apostles who are now members of that great cloud of witnesses which are about us
and are cheering us on to victory in Jesus Christ (II St. Peter 1:15-21; Hebrews 12:1).
There remain many things in God’s word that are veiled in mystery. Still, God is
faithful to perform the promises he has made to the whole body of the saints in times
past. As we are living in these last days, we ought to be looking up and praying for the
coming of him who suffered so that we might obtain the gracious favor of God through
faith in his blood. So that when we are summoned before his judgment seat, we might
hear these words: well done thou good and faithful servant and be received into his
eternal kingdom as saints of light. Therefore, let us heed the answer our Lord gave to
his earthly parents, wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business? for that is
what all true Christians will do.
Let us pray,

O

GOD who sent thine only begotten Son into the world, that all who would believe
on him might be saved; grant us grace to follow his good example, serving in his
harvest and occupying until he comes again; for this we ask in his name, even Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Have a blessed week,
Bryan+

Page 12

Rev Rick Reid of Saint Peter’s Sunday Sermon
In a new addition to the Sunday Report, we are happy to have a sermon from Reverend
Rick Reid, minister of Saint Peter’s, whose congregation is right at the Worldwide
Headquarters of the Anglican Orthodox Church. Rev Rick has all the resources and
challenges right at hand. This sermon is not in the usual expository style common to
the Sunday Report and the AOC, but I think you will enjoy it.
THE HUMAN SIDE OF CHRIST
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.
This sermon is dedicated to Mary Fowler. During our adult Christian education class
she mentioned that she thought that ministers should preach on
the fact that Jesus was human as well as God. I happen to agree
with Mary.
We read in John chapter 4 vs. 4-6"And he must needs go through
Samaria. Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar,
(Sa-Car) near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his
journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour." (John
4:4-6)
"Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey," brings out the
reality of His true human nature. Jesus was just as truly. man..
as He was truly.. God!
Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the
well." He sat on the well weary, hungry, thirsty, and tired in His human nature. In His
Godhead there is no weariness and no hungering and thirsting. This denotes His
genuine human nature. He had many trials, and He had the exercise of His faith, and by
faith He obeyed the Father in His genuine human nature.
Many ministers throughout the generations have not preached the fact that Jesus is
indeed very God and very man, even though throughout scripture we read that it was
very important to Jesus, ….who men and women believed Him to be.
St. Matthew (MAT 16:13-14) tells us, "When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I… the Son of man? And
they said, ..Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of
the prophets."Then Jesus asked His disciples who they thought He was…. "He saith unto
them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven."
It was necessary that he partake in our human nature to be able to be our substitute. If
He were not truly man, with a body and a soul, capable of suffering in His body and
capable of suffering in His soul, He could not have been our substitute to bear the
punishment we deserved.
If He were not truly God, He would not have been the perfect sacrificial lamb that
taketh away the sins of the world, so it was essential for Him to be God as well as man.
In over-stressing the divine nature of Jesus, .we are in danger of overlooking the reality
of His true human nature.
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It is so important for you and me to fully understand the gospel of salvation, so that we
rightly understand the human nature of the Son of God. Our blessed Saviour was
perfect. He was without sin, yet He was a man! He had a body and a soul. He had the
same senses that you and I have. He would become hungry and thirsty. He became
tired. He wept, He slept. He awoke. He was born a little child. He was subject unto His
parents. He grew into a man. He slept as a man, yet He commanded the waves and they
obeyed Him. When He was in that very human nature, He was also very God at the
same time.
We see what a precious Saviour our Lord is when we begin to realize that He was truly
man, so He could intimately relate to our every weakness.
The Lord Jesus Christ has been here on this earth He has walked in this vale of tears. He
has been persecuted. He has been confronted; He has had the powers of hell come
against Him. He has been tempted with every temptation that you and I could ever be
tempted with in His human nature.
How beautiful it is that He can relate to our weaknesses. He has had a human nature
that became hungry, that became tired, that had all the weaknesses and frailties of our
human nature.
The book of Hebrews tells us: He can relate so intimately to our every trial because of
His human nature. "Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God,…. to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted,….. he
is able to succor them that are tempted." (HEB 2:17-18)
If we destroy the aspect of His human nature in our teaching, see how we lose the
intimacy of the relationship that we have with Christ.
Another reason it is so necessary that you and I understand His human nature is so that
we will get a better understanding of what He suffered for us.
We see His suffering, and we understand His true human nature: He was capable of
feeling pain, being discouraged, and becoming weary. We see all the trials and all the
insults and humiliation that were heaped and endured by Him.
We start to understand what it is that He suffered, because we understand His true
human nature, and in the things that we suffer (even though they are so minor by
comparison to what He suffered), …we understand the price He paid. Jesus said in
Luke 22:28: "Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations." In other
words: You are those who have stayed with me in my trials.
We get a better feel for His suffering because we know what we suffer when we are
mocked, when we are scorned, and when we are put out of people’s company for His
name’s sake. We get a feel for the price He paid for our redemption.
He comes before the Father to intercede on our behalf. He can do this with such an
intimate knowledge of…. what that temptation was… where you and I have failed…
because He has felt the power of that temptation in His human nature.
Again we read in Hebrews….."Seeing then that we have a great high priest that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God; let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." (HEB 4:14-16)
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Now we see why it is so important that we understand the human nature of Jesus. It is
through our Saviour’s human nature that we are able to come into a family relationship
with both Him and His Father.
What a privilege it is that we have a High Priest that understands our weaknesses and
infirmities. He understands the power of sin, and He can intercede for us and plead our
case before the Father.
Much of the Gospel of Christ is summed up in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. principle
taught in EPH 5:1-2. This is outstanding when we learn to understand it.
"Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children." Do you know what it means when the
gospel tells us to be a follower of God? That word follower, in the original Greek, means
"an imitator" of God.
How are we called upon to be imitators of God?
Now Verse 2. "And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us…. that way when we walk in
love, …..we are imitating Christ.,….. and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice
to God for a sweet smelling savour."
Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit by letting bitterness dwell in your heart. Don’t let anger,
malice and evil-speaking be in your heart. That grieves the Holy Spirit. Be kind one to
another, tenderhearted in the Spirit of Christ.
We read in Romans 8:9: If you have not the Spirit of Christ, you’re not one of His.
9

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
When we fix our eyes on Christ as the one and only source of satisfaction, the only
source of rest, Christ becomes our only source of complete satisfaction.
Our blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who has who has felt our human
weaknesses, has called to us as we become weary in our wilderness journey to:
MAT 11:28-30. "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest."We all understand what it is to be so weary that we are longing for rest. But He
said, "Come unto me…and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me." Be my imitator. Learn from me. Learn from my example.
In His weary condition, He went and sat "thus on the well." You and I must come unto
Him "and learn from Him; for …He is meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls."
He says to come and learn that Spirit of Christ. Learn to walk in the footsteps in which
He has walked. "For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. Amen
New Nametags
We had no new nametags today.
After Church Hospitality
Sadly, no after church snacks. The same story every week, is it not? The fact is that we
are supposed to be on a low carb diet and there really aren’t any low carb snacks that
appeal to us. So, with no fatted dog nut in sight, we were out of luck! Please someone,
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between now and next Sunday invent some no-carb dog nuts.
After church goodies providers as currently signed up:
Date
20 January 2013
27 January 2013
3 February 2013
10 February 2013
17 February 2013
24 February 2013

Name
Opportunity Available – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Opportunity Available – Septuagesima
Opportunity Available – Sexagesima
Opportunity Available – Quinquagesima
Opportunity Available – First Sunday in Lent
Opportunity Available – Second Sunday in Lent

People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity.
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help,
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might
do God's work.
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the
blessings we have been granted.
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful
Centurion to be prayed for?
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you
want help from God, you are our kind of people.
What is the commitment from the prayer team?
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day.
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list?
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer
card at church.
What should I ask for?
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples,
see the list below.
Updating the Team
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks!
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the
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prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for
them.
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have
changed, please let us know. We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and
most important to give thanks!
Travel
Tuck Arnold, Shamim Gray and Gene Hillger are traveling to London for business. Please
pray for a safe and useful trip for them and that they might return to their homes
in peace.
Carol is in Australia to be with her family as they adjust to the loss of their mother.
Please pray for her safe travel and return home.
Move
Ryan Hopkins has moved to Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, to study Dressage Riding through
June 2013. Please pray for God’s guidance in his life as he works and studies.
The Thomas Family is on a short tour assignment in Guam through August 2013. Please
pray for the assignment to continue to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the
kids to make new friends. In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will
develop good friends and schoolmates there so as to further their development
as both Christians and citizens. Things seem to be going well where the sun rises
on the United States, so keep praying! Give thanks and ask for continued good
developments.
Birthday
Hap Arnold celebrated his 63rd birthday 27 December 2012.
William Arnold celebrated his 31st birthday 22 December 2012.
Betsy Lane celebrated her 86th birthday 16 December 2012.
Marriage
Elizabeth and Gunnar were married on 17 November 2012. They ask that you pray for
God’s guidance in their lives as they move from being two individuals to a single
unit and help them to form their new family.
Departed
Carol’s Mother left this world to be with Jesus just after Christmas. Please pray her
family as together they celebrate the home going of their Mother and adjust to
her absence from this world and their physical lives here.
Phyllis Martha Hillger, 84, passed away on 22 December 2012. Please give thanks for her
life here on earth and pray for her family who remain behind.
Mr. Jairaj, a fine Christian gentleman is now with our Lord. Please pray for his wife,
sons, and daughter. Pray that they will cast their grief for their loss onto the Lord
and He shall sustain them.
Suz passed away the week of 18 November 2012. Please pray for family members who
remain behind.
Don passed away on 1 December 2012 after a hard battle with cancer. Please pray for
family members who remain behind and help them to come closer to our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Page 17

Joy passed away on 1 December 2012 after leaving hospice to return home to spend her
final days with her family. Please pray for family members who remain behind
and help them to come closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
Nearing the end of their time here on earth
Julia has cancer which has spread through her body, further treatment seems
impossible. She is preparing to go home to be with her family who have gone
before her. Pray for her faith to build and the transition to be good. Pray also for
those she leaves behind.
Homebound or Infirm
Lou has aspiration pneumonia. Please pray for the infection to be knocked down and
for her continued recovery.
Frank has been coping with various ailments from older age. He is in his 90s and it has
been a difficult year. Pray he will find comfort in God, that those who provide
care to him will pay attention to him, do their best and give him the love we all
desire. Pray that the coming year will provide relief to him.
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally,
with both onset dementia and Alzheimer’s. She is slowly drifting away, though
she still recognizes Sara. Please pray for both Sara and her mother to put their
cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they can deal with the many problems
involved.
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan
Larry Howes suffered a fairly severe stroke. 4 December 2012, doctors replaced a valve in
a shunt that had been put in about two weeks ago, and Larry responded very
well. He was able to go home. He is now back in Mass General hospital. Please
pray for the medical team treating him to pay attention and do their very best;
pray also for confidence in our Lord for Larry and his family. Larry needs a
miracle, pray for one. Please.
Colleen has been battling pancreatic cancer over the last year and it has now spread to
one of her lungs. Please keep her and her family in your prayers.
Christine has cancer of the colon, which spread to her liver; she is receiving
chemotherapy and is having difficulty eating. Please pray for the medical team
treating her to pay attention and do their very best; pray also for confidence in
our Lord for Christine and her family.
Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay. Please
pray for them and their families.
Colonel Bud Day’s cancer has returned. The outlook is not favorable. Bud has been an
inspiration to all of us for years, this changes nothing. He is well at peace with
our Lord and we all hope he stays with us for a while longer.
Treatment
Brian has had lung problems for a while. Recent tests found small cell cancer in the
upper lung and bronchial area. It appears not to have spread. Brian began
radiation and chemotherapy on 26 December 2012; that seems to be going pretty
well. Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Brian so he can rest and
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gain strength; pray for the medical team treating him that they pay close
attention and do their very best; pray also that he can quit smoking.
Thanksgiving and Continued Healing
Traci had surgery colon cancer on 27 December 2012. The surgery went very well and
she appears to be cancer free. But, she had a pulmonary embolism and another
clot in the artery to the spleen which will keep her in the hospital for at least
several days. Traci is beginning to be weary of her medical situation. Please pray
that she will not become despondent. Pray that she will open her heart to God’s
Grace that He might enter in to her heart and strengthen her.
Liz Strauch had surgery for a pineal cyst on 4 December 2012. The surgery was very
successful, she was having nausea and pain from the surgery, which has now
subsided. Please pray a prayer of thanksgiving for the successful surgery and
the cessation of the nausea and for continued recovery.
Bob Smouse had shoulder surgery on 28 November 2012. He would appreciate your
thanksgiving prayers. While the surgery apparently went well, he is still in pain
and would also appreciate prayers for continued healing and the pain to subside.
He promises to work very hard on recovery therapy.
Tore, of Oslo, Norway recently had a kidney transplant. Unfortunately his body
rejected the kidney, infection had set in. Without God's healing touch he would
soon die. According to his wife Inga, shortly after the prayer request, he began a
prompt recovery and is now home. Tore and Inga give thanks for God’s Grace
and your prayer.
Carol Stone, the sweet wife of Mike Stone, longtime friend and colleague of Sara
Simmons as well as Hap, was helicoptered to hospital with an ultimate diagnosis
of severe bleeding on the left side of her brain. She remains hospitalized, but
seems to be making some progress.
Please pray for peace of mind and trust in God for Mike, guidance for the
medical team treating Carol and strength for Carol as well as faith and trust. No
one can ever understand the why of these things here on earth. Sara who passed
this request on asks that you pray in both faith and hope.
Muriel Pappin broke her hip in a fall and had surgery on 21 November 2012. Muriel was
home, but has had complications and is back in the hospital. Please pray for a
recovery and return home to finish her recovery.
Healing
Kathleen has spent the last two weeks in the hospital. She has been diagnosed with
colitis, shingles and possibly colon cancer. Pray she will be comfortable and
begin to heal.
Rachel has Mitochondrial Myopathy. This is a hereditary disease of the muscles and
they do not have a cure for it. Part of her pain is her family does not believe she
is indeed ill, as she appears to be just fine. Please pray her family will learn the
truth and be supportive of her; pray also the medical people treating her will
find the right measures to minimize the disease. Most particularly pray for
Rachel’s trust in God.
Donald went into ICU the night of 22 December 2012, for unknown reasons.
Mrs. Tucker has had recent surgery as a result of bleeding on the brain. Please pray for
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trust in God and a full and rapid recovery.
Jesse a 27 year old man from Nebraska has had emergency brain surgery for bleeding in
the brain. Please pray for trust in God and a full and rapid recovery.
Zoie a little 10 year old girl is having problems with one of her kidneys. Please pray that
she will be comfortable soon.
Nicolas is in the hospital with serious symptoms of a heart disorder. Please pray for
peace of mind for him and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause
and cure.
Mrs. Baek an elderly women fell and injured her spine. Doctors cannot repair the spinal
injury due to her age. She fell again the morning of 12 December 2012, breaking
her collar bone which is also untreatable. Mrs. Baek is in severe pain and will
appreciate your prayers.
Gil Garcia is hospitalized with a slow healing skin injury at the Long Beach Veteran’s
Spinal Cord Injury Center. Please give thanks for Gil’s incredible attitude, as
well that of his wife Mary and their family. Pray for the rapid healing of the skin
injury so Gil can go home soon.
Juanita is a young girl who was in a coma because of a blood disease. She has not come
out and is gaining strength. They are awaiting results from blood samples. Her
family thanks you for your prayers and asks that you continue.
Barbara had a accident while cooking and the pressure cooker blew up in her face,
causing second and third degree burns over her face and upper body. Because of
this she has incurred kidney problems and may need a transplant.
George had foot surgery. Please give thanks for the surgery and pray for a full and
rapid recovery.
Nellie is in the emergency room of a hospital in a great deal of pain. Please pray for
peace of mind for her and guidance for the medical team looking for the cause
and cure.
Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving. A further
anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation
treatment. Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer. Pray also
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God.
Kevin Gerhart discovered cancer on his neck.
He underwent radiation and
chemotherapy. Please pray for the medical team treating Kevin that they might
pay attention, do their very best and find the source; that the treatment might be
successful and he might live a long and healthy life to His honor and glory. Pray
also for trust in God and peace of mind for Kevin, his wife and family.
Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011, to remove a
tumor. Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for which we are all
grateful, including taking chemotherapy once a day for two more years. He has
radically decreased the consumption of alcohol and eating at least mostly
properly. Please pray for help for him to continue do all this. Please pray also
that Bill might turn his heart outward to help those around him, as well as live a
long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God. Pray also for peace of mind
for Bill and his wife Sara.
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Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) hip has deteriorated to the point walking is a slow and painful
process, but she manages. Please pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay
and her family. Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude.
James L. Cavanah had surgery the afternoon of 10 February 2012, to remove two small
but cancerous tumors. James is a minister with the AOC in Savannah, Georgia.
Please pray for his recovery and remission from the cancer. Give thanks for the
surgery and pray for both him and his family to allow God to carry their worries
while he recovers.
Steve Sundberg had a heart attack after Easter 2011. After some time, the medical team
treating him decided he was not a candidate for stents and a five-way heart bypass was performed the week of 6 June 2011. Please pray for his complete
recovery and for his three children and family who are very worried about him,
pray also for his trust in our Lord and for both him and his family to let God
carry their worries while he recovers.
Matt Alcantara, age 15, has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal
form of cancer with limited treatment options. This is a disease that is about 90
percent fatal in a couple of years. He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks
and swims! Courage? Guts? You bet! Matt and his mom just came back from
Houston at the Cancer Center for what was hoped to be a routine every four
month bone scan. The scans were done on schedule, but a couple of new spots
showed up. After Matt’s San Diego doctors conferred with the Houston doctors
to figure out what these spots mean, it turned out they are new and old injuries
with no bad meaning. In effect they are CLEAN SCANs. Matt and his family
ask you to give thanks for the super results. Please also give thanks for the great
faith of Matt and his entire family. Their faith and trust is a wonderful example
for each and every one of us. But, now is not the time to stop praying. Actually,
it never is the time to stop praying!
Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS). She is currently in Laurel
Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia. Judith's condition
has worsened recently. She is no longer able to stand, in fact she has a lot of
trouble sitting upright. Judith is depressed and wants to go home to watch her
birds, which given everything seems unlikely at present. Please pray for her to
take an active part in her own life, for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God
and remission of the disease so she might return home to her family. Pray also
for strength for her husband Martin as he deals with all the problems and stress
of Judith’s situation.
Becky Madden is paralyzed from the neck down as the result of a tragic shooting
accident. Her husband is doing his best to take care of her; it is hard and he is
learning the best he can. Please pray for further recovery for Becky, as well as
strength and guidance for her husband.
Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor
in his lungs. The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston. Please
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his
family.
Obra Gray continues to take day by day. Please continue to keep Obra in your prayers,
and give him the strength of knowing the Lord is with him and will never
forsake him. Obra needs security of what lies ahead of him, and only the Lord
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can grant the solace to answer his prayer.
Employment
Rodriguez Family are looking for work. It seems many obstacles have been put in their
way of finding employment. Please pray they will find employment with a firm
that will be able to use their considerable skill and hard work to benefit both the
firm and the family.
Sarah is concerned about the future with her company. She would appreciate prayers
for her continued employment and that her firm might find more and better
ways to use her help.
Financial Guidance and Healing
David and Lorna are having financial problems. They are trying to find a smaller home
which may be more affordable. Lorna has had an ongoing battle with brain
cancer, her trips back and forth to the hospital have drained their finances to the
point they sometimes struggle to have enough food in the house. Pleaser pray
for Lorna’s healing and guidance on how they might handle the financial
difficulties in which they have found themselves.
Guidance!
Daniel and Danielle are experiencing family strife as a result of custodial issues with a
daughter. Please pray they and those they strive with might look to the child’s
best interests in their time of difficulty and disagreement; to work for her best
interests and not use her as a weapon amongst themselves.
Abigail is a teenager who has behavior problems. She feels she is in an area of mental
darkness. Please pray that she might look to God for help and not within herself.
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family
and life. Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do
everything and can only change those things within her control.
Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace.
Hap and Ryan both ask you to pray they might be able to trust God will help them make
the right decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those
things they can change, accept those things they cannot change, sleep well to be
able to do the correct things with a clear head and that they will open their hearts
to the Holy Ghost.
Guidance for Ministers
Ken Howes has been invited to St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada to preach. There is a possibility of a call to that church, a 600-member
church with weekly services in German and English. His ability to speak
German was what prompted their interest in Ken; he preached in both languages
last Sunday. Please pray for Ken, his family and St. Peter's. Pray also for Ken to
not worry about his brother Larry.
Rev LTC Al Ryan has been appointed Deacon-In-Charge of the mission parish of St.
Augustine of Canterbury Anglican Church, Anglican Church in America (ACA)
parish in Old Orchard Beach, Maine. It is a small but growing mission, which
has been plagued by clergy change. Al, the diocesan pilot, has been appointed
for one year, during which time he is to help them identify what their needs are
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for a vicar. He has done this before and asks you to pray for God’s help one
more time; not only for himself, but for the parish.
Armed Forces & Contractors!
Airman Donny Patton (Kadena AB, Japan), Jordan (USMC – Fleet Marine Force Pacific), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator), Trevor (USN – Whidbey Island, EF-18
Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Guam)
Persecuted
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from
Hindus and others in India. Also, they are under continual attack in the name of
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively
atheist or pro-devil buddy. Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all
persecuted Christians and those around them.
Thanksgiving
Ernest had a successful angiography and stent emplacement on Saturday 15 December
2012. He is now home and doing very well. Please give thanks for the successful
surgery, the medical team doing a great job and also pray for his continued full
recovery.
Hap Arnold gives thanks for safe travel the past week.
Various Special Requests
We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into
how you might make the lives of your friends and family better. Remember
helping others is not just those who you don’t know!
Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an
opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families. Please ask
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others. Help
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first,
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives.
Question that only you can ask
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how
we operate? Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought
for the Day material. Help us help you. Please send your question to Hap so we all can
get an answer. Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean
you are the only one who doesn’t know. But, if you don’t ask, no one will know.
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your
point across. While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion. If
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org.
Beware of Translations
No all translations of the Bible are equal. We use the King James or Authorized Version
(KJV or AV) for a reason. It is a superb translation from the received text. There are
some other versions such as the New International Version (NIV) or the English
Standard Version (ESV) which have intentional mis-statements to change the Word.
But there are others, some of which are paraphrase rather than literal translations, that
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give a new and deeper understanding of God and His patience with us. Take for
example this portion of Genesis passed on by the ever lovely Mary Lou Flanagan:

7 "And God promised men that good and obedient wives would
be found in all corners of the earth".
8 Then He made the earth round... and He laughed and laughed
and laughed!
Epistleers
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you.
Date
20 January 2013
27 January 2013
3 February 2013
10 February 2013
13 February 2013
17 February 2013
24 February 2013

Reader
Dru Arnold – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Dru Arnold – Septuagesima
Dru Arnold – Sexagesima
Dru Arnold – Quinquagesima
Dru Arnold – Ash Wednesday
Dru Arnold – First Sunday in Lent
Dru Arnold – Second Sunday in Lent

The near future, as well as Next Sunday
20 January 2013 – Second Sunday after Epiphany – Holy Communion - Service start
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am);
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
27 January 2013 – Septuagesima – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am);
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am);
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
3 February 2013 – Sexagesima – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am);
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am);
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
10 February 2013 – Quinquagesima – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00
am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00
am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
13 February 2013 – Ash Wednesday – Evening Prayer - Service start time 1900 (7:00
pm); Time 1900 (7:00 pm); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
17 February 2013 – First Sunday in Lent – Holy Communion - Service start time 1000
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
24 February 2013 – Second Sunday in Lent – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
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