Faithful Centurion Anglican Orthodox Church

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

Sunday Report

——

Today was the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday. The weather was picture perfect;
clear blue skies, calm winds and 55°F at sunrise, rising to 76°F by the end of church
under skies. Once again, the gathering song gathered not one and we ended up with 3
people present for the service.

Gathering Song
Jack Arnold played Amazing Grace for the gathering
song.

Amazing Grace
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found
Was blind, but now | see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear

The hour | first believed!

Thro' many dangers, toils and snares,

| have already come

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,

We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.

We try to pick our gathering songs to have a
wonderful message, be easy to sing and suitable for
guitar accompaniment. Amazing Grace seems to be
the parish favorite, as well as Hap’s.

Propers

Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and

readings from the Bible. There is a Collect for the

Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-founding of the
Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, the first
Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.
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The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament. The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy
Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer,
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker.

The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead,
exceptin a White Season, where it is put off. Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days. Most of the Red Letter Feasts
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to
special events. Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.

The Propers for today are found on Page 212-213, with the Collect first:

The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity.
The Collect.

O LORD, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity cleanse and defend thy Church;
and, because it cannot continue in safety without thy succour, preserve it evermore
by thy help and goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dru Arnold read today’s Epistle, which came from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, the
Third Chapter beginning at the Thirteenth Verse. Paul,
writing to the church in Ephesus, prays that the people
might “be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the
inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able
to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled
with all the fullness of God.” More simply put, Paul
asks that we open our hearts to God and to Christ, that
they might work in our hearts the miracle of love.

which is your glory. For this cause I bow my knees

unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of
God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

I DESIRE that ye faint not at my tribulations for you,
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Deacon Striker Jack Arnold read today’s Holy Gospel which started in the Seventh
Chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at
the Eleventh Verse. Jesus was going into the city of Nain
with his disciples and many followers. “When he came
nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man
carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a
widow: and much people of the city was with her.” In
those days, a widow with only one son had little, a widow
with no son was in deep trouble. Taking compassion on
her and also the opportunity to make His power evident,
He came to the bier, and touch it said, “Young man, I say
unto thee, Arise.” The young man arose and began to
speak; whereupon Jesus brought him to his mother. Not
surprisingly, news of this event was spread “forth
throughout all Judeea, and throughout all the region round
about.” Like the young man, we are dead to eternity until
we hear the command “... Arise.” If we hear and act on
that command, we have eternal life, just like the young
man, it starts right then!

many of his disciples went with him, and much people. Now when he came

nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only
son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.
And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said,
Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.
And he delivered him to his mother. And there came a fear on all: and they glorified
God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his
people. And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judeea, and throughout all
the region round about.

ﬁ ND it came to pass the day after, that Jesus went into a city called Nain; and

Sermon — Time and Action
Today’s sermon tied the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly contained in
the forewords above.

Consider the words of the Collect, “...let thy continual
pity cleanse and defend thy Church; and, because it
cannot continue in safety without thy succour,
preserve it evermore by thy help and goodness ...”

When the Collect talks about the church, just like last
week, it is not talking about buildings; it is talking
about us. Each of us; all of us and together. We need
God’s help (pity) to keep the group of us together
following His Will, for without His Help (Holy Ghost)
we are doomed to utter failure. With His Help, we
are set for success for evermore. He offers, do we
accept?

That leads us to Saint Paul’s point: If we will open our hearts to God, He will send the
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Holy Ghost to fill our hearts with Love, Courage, Inspiration, Tenacity and Confidence,
to mention just a few helpful additions to our portfolio. If we will open our hearts to
Him, our ears will hear the command “... Arise.” When we rise, we rise with the
confidence of immortals and can conquer any obstacle. But, without an open heart, our
ears will never hear the command directed to our soul, “... Arise.” We will be dead to
eternity.

Open your heart to our Lord and arise. Arise; g0 forth with Love, Courage, Inspiration,
Tenacity and Confidence to fight the battle our Lord leads us into.

All Jesus asks is that we follow Him. That is all follow Him. But, words mean
something. The word follow is very important.

In the military fighter world the strongest acceptance and recognition of excellence that
can be given is, "You lead; I'll follow." For to do so is to put your life in the other's
hands. Literally, completely and without question. It is a matter of putting the light on
the star and hanging in there. It is said by few to an even smaller number. When you
break out of the cloud after an hour of GE-28 Volt burning in your retina and see the
runway or pop over the ridge after a half hour of dodging trees and triple A and the
target is right there in the reticule, it is all okay. Sometimes in between, it does not seem
like it will turn out that way. What makes you keep the light on the star is trust. I see
this as another aspect of that truth. The numbers are different in the case of God. We
all (unlikely to happen) need to put our lives in the hands of a small number (that
would be ONE).

We need recognize who has the ability, the power, the perfection in leadership and
have that trust to say, "You lead; I'll follow." I believe that is what Jesus expects from us
in regard to our entire life. We may get out of position or even go lost wingman on the
odd occasion, but he expects us to Our very best to follow His lead and stay in position.
Hard to do if your eye is not padlocked on Him.

I might add, as ministers of our Lord, we have a similar responsibility to those who
would follow us here on earth. And we have to work even harder, for created by a
perfect God, we are imperfect creatures with free will. A problematic combination. We
must strive for a correct attitude, heading, stability and predictability in our path so that
we can be followed towards that final destination that marks a successful mission.

Be of God - Live of God - Act of God.
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Bishop Ogles’ Sermon

We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes. Today is one of those
Sundays. Today’s sermon starts off with the collect, and

like always, it will give you a lot to consider in your

heart.

Sermon Notes
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity
23 September 2012, Anno Domini
The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity.

The Collect.

O LORD, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity
cleanse and defend thy Church; and, because it
cannot continue in safety without thy succour, preserve it
evermore by thy help and goodness; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and
many of his disciples went with him, and much people. 12 Now when he
came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried
out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of
the city was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion
on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 14 And he came and touched the
bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say
unto thee, Arise. 15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And
he delivered him to his mother. 16 And there came a fear on all: and they
glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and,
That God hath visited his people. 17 And this rumour of him went forth
throughout all Judaea, and throughout all the region round about. 18 And
the disciples of John shewed him of all these things. (Luke 7:11-17)

How often have we been at the point of complete and total heartbreak when
suddenly our prayers are answered in a far greater way than we could have thought to
ask? Love being the one power that is stronger than death (for all love is of God), why
are we surprised at the miracles of love that we observe in our own daily lives? Why
will a mother sacrifice her last breath of her life for her child? Why do men go off to war
against the enemies of their homeland without a sigh or a word of regret in risking their
lives to defend it?

Does God yet work such wonderful miracles as we have read about on that day
He visited Nain? A young man is dead and within minutes of being buried. Is there
hope for such a one? His mother has only this one son. She is a widow who has
transferred all of her love and dependence from the deceased father upon this one
special child for whom her very life is ransom. But he is now dead and she is left all
alone! Though crowds gather about her, none have that familiar and loyal heart that
beat in the breast of her deceased son, nor the dedicated love that heart devoted to his
mother, for he is dead!

I can only imagine the pain and anguish of that forlorn heart of the woman of
Nain that day. She would perform her last duty to a son that she had held dear to her
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bosom from the day of his birth. As she walked along behind the bier, she was dazed
with misery and blinded by hot tears of devastation and wonder." "Can it be that he is
truly dead — that I shall no longer hear his voice responding to my calls to supper?" "Is it
finally true that I am now left alone against the world since the darling of my heart has
departed?” A million questions swirled through her troubled mind as she trudged
along a path blurred by the tears of her misery.

And what of the dead son? What are his thoughts? Well, he has no thoughts at
all because the dead know nothing at all. For to him that is joined to all the living there
is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion. For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the
memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now
perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under
the sun. (Eccl 9:4-6)

The world is populated by dead people who parade about as the living, and by
the living who have been made alive from death. Do we not remember that we were all
dead in trespasses and sin before Christ called our name and made is alive in Him?
(Ephesians 2:1) We knew nothing. We had no power at all to save ourselves or to even
think of our great need. We were, spiritually, just as the young man lying on a bier at
Nain that day. Did that young man know of Christ? did he desire to have Christ come
and make him alive? No, he did not think any of these thoughts. Remember, he was
dead as dead can be, and so were we before Christ chose us as His own and made the
life blood of His eternal love flow though our hearts. Ye have not chosen me, but I have
chosen you (John 15:16)

11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of
his disciples went with him, and much people. 12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of
the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she
was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.

Now I pose the question that begs our deep thought: who are the dead? The
dead: Those who reject Christ as Lord and Savior. Those who have no forgiveness for
their sins...those for whom there has been no redemption for sins. That includes all the
world which dwells in utter darkness.

The dead hear not. Who stopped their ears? Not God. Not even Satan. They
themselves have chosen to be dumb to the reality of God. Their spirits lie in the same
repose of that of Lazarus in the Tomb at Bethany before the penetrating voice of Christ
called his name and commanded him to come forth.

This son of the widow is dead, but death cannot exist in the presence of the
Fountain of Life. Jesus knows the importance of a son or daughter to a widow. The boy
is all his mother has just as He, Himself, is the only Begotten of the Father.

As the procession proceeds from the gate of the city, there may have been little
notice paid to the Master of Life who is approaching. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he
had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

Strange that a Perfect Stranger (and Jesus was both perfect and a stranger to
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the procession at Nain), should come forward with such a comment — weep not! How
could she help weeping over her great loss. Christ speaks today and few listen or know
Him.

Jesus never desires our sorrow, but our joy in life. He neither wants us to “fear' or to
‘weep'. Fear not, I am with thee always, even unto the end of the world. Or "Hagar,
why weepest thou?" The desire of Christ is always for our extreme joy in Him. And
Christ knows there is no real joy, or life, apart from that which He offers. He sends no
one to Hell. The lost, due to their rejection of Him, send themselves to Hell.

14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. When
God is at work, we had best stand still and see the marvelous works that His hands
perform. Stillness is a vanishing quality in a world bent on technology and pragmatism.
As God said to Job in Job 37:14 "Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the
wondrous works of God" Or Psalms 46:10 — "Be still, and know that I am God: I will
be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth."

So those who bore the body remained motionless while God worked. And he
said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.

Though the ears of the Rabbi's maiden were closed in the lock of death, the
young girl heard the voice of Christ. Though Lazarus lay long dead in a stone cold
tomb, the voice of Christ, his Friend, penetrated the bars of death and were heard in
newness of life. So with this young man.

And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his
mother. With Christ, death is always in the past tense! He was dead! No longer was he
dead because he had heard and responded to the voice of Christ. He sat up and began
to speak. Once you have heard the voice of Christ whisper in your ear a personal
message, you cannot fail to speak out. You do not keep it a secret. When you are
suddenly made alive in Christ, how is it possible to conceal one's joy?

It may be that you have yet to be made alive, unless you have heard that Voice.
When were you dead, and have you been called to life? Have you listened? Did you
respond by unashamedly speaking out? We were ALL dead prior to responding in faith
to the grace of Christ. All lost. All dead.

Have you considered yourself righteous in your own right? Romans 23:10-
12 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ALL? Does that
include you and me? Yes, ALL

What is the condemnation to those who sin such as you and I have done? Rom
6: 20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 What
fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those
things is death. 22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

What remedy is there for all of us who are born under the condemnation of
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sin? Rom10: 8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the scripture saith,
Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

Christ is the great Creator and Giver of Life. Death will not exist in His
presence. So we must insure our salvation that we may be present with him. But, how?
Know that the wages of sin is death. Admit that we are dreadful sinners and cannot
save ourselves through any good works. Repent of our sins and turn away from the
desires of the flesh. Receive Christ as you Lord and Savior — not simply Savior, but Lord
of your life as well.

How many of us present today have taken a “dry' shower, or a “dry' swim, or
walked in a “dry' rain?

Is it possible to get into the water, or to come into contact with a fountain of
water, and remain dry?

There is a River of Life which makes all alive who bathe therein and drink from
its fountain:

John 4: 13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall
thirst again: 14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life

When we are IN Christ, all our sins are covered by His blood. When we are IN
the River of Life, we are wet with that water of life all over. We are baptized in newness
of life. Your eternal destiny depends upon which choice you make at the crossroads of
life — will you be fearful and unbelieving? Or will you partake of the Tree of Life and
Fountain of Living Waters?

Rev 21:6 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he
said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6 And he said unto me, It is
done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 1 will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7 He that overcometh shall inherit all
things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving,
and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters,
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.

Simple response — John 3:15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

Have you, too, believed unto salvation? 2 Cor 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard
thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now
is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

It will not be tomorrow, or next week, month, or year. The time is NOW! How do you
stand, Reader, in regard to your soul?
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Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sunday Sermon

As is oft the case, we are honored to present Bishop Dennis’ Sunday sermon presented
to his parish. Dennis has a great sermon for the
Sicteenth Sunday after Trinity:

God Our Stronghold

Psalm 91, Ephesians 3:13-21, Luke 7:11-17
Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

September 23, 2012

The Scripture readings for the Sixteenth Sunday after

Trinity show God's answer to the ancient prayer in the

Collect asking God to defend the purity of His Church

and to preserve it evermore by His help. The Epistle,
from Ephesians 3, shows purity is preserved as the Church is filled with all the fulness
of God by "the power that worketh in us." That power, the Holy Spirit, strengthens us in
the inner man; indwells us with Christ, and makes us to know the fulness of the love of
God. The Gospel, from Luke 7, shows both the ability and willingness of Christ to
answer our prayer. "He had compassion on her," the Bible says, when He saw the
widow of Nain. And this God of compassion can be trusted to have compassion on His
Church, and on His people individually to preserve us from all enemies. The Church
will endure because God will preserve it, and those who trust in Christ will make it to
Heaven because God will preserve you.

Psalm 91. Qui habitat.

WHOSO dwelleth under the defence of the Most High, * shall abide under the
shadow of the Almighty.

2 I will say unto the Lord, Thou art my hope, and my stronghold; * my God, in him
will I trust.

3 For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the hunter, * and from the noisome
pestilence.

4 He shall defend thee under his wings, and thou shalt be safe under his feathers; *
his faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

5 Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night, * nor for the arrow that flieth by
day;

6 For the pestilence that walketh in darkness, * nor for the sickness that destroyeth
in the noon-day.

7 A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy right hand; * but it shall
not come nigh thee.

8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold, * and see the reward of the ungodly.

9 For thou, Lord, art my hope; * thou hast set thine house of defence very high.

10 There shall no evil happen unto thee, * neither shall any plague come nigh thy
dwelling.

11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, * to keep thee in all thy ways.

12 They shall bear thee in their hands, * that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone.

13 Thou shalt go upon the lion and adder: * the young lion and the dragon shalt
thou tread under thy feet.

14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him; * I will set him
up, because he hath known my Name.

15 He shall call upon me, and I will hear him; * yea, I am with him in trouble; I will
deliver him, and bring him to honour.
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16 With long life will I satisfy him, * and show him my salvation.

Psalm 91 is also about God's protection of His people. In the Psalm God promises to
protect those who dwell under the defense of the Most High. His protection is described
through picturesque word illustrations. The Israel of God abides "under the shadow of
the Almighty," like a village in the shadow of the castle of a mighty king. She is
defended "under His wings," as a bird spreads her wings to protect her chicks. The
terrors of the night and the arrow that flies in the day refer to dangerous animals that
hunt by night, and to theives and criminals and enemies who prowl in darkness or
shoot their arrows from concealed ambushes during the day. These, like pestilence,
plague, and war are literal dangers from which God promised to deliver the Old
Testament Israel if she loved God and followed Him in obedience to His laws. We all
know She did not, therefore God allowed her to be harrassed and dominated by
enemies throughout most of her existence. She could have trod upon the lion and the
adder, which may be symbolic references to Babylon and Egypt. Instead, she was
constantly mauled and bitten by them.

God does not promise the New Testament Israel that she will never see sorrow,
sickness, oppression, or death, yet it is still true that obedience to God has its own
rewards. Chastity avoids the complications of unwanted pregnancies and sexually
transmitted disease. Christian marriage puts you in a loving, life-long relationship with
a person who is 100% committed to your well-being and happiness, and avoids the
complications of being used and discarded like an old shoe. Honesty avoids the
complications of jail and confusion that can accompany theft and deceit. Finding
happiness and joy in Christ rather than possessions avoids covetousness, jealousy, and
dissatisfaction with your possessions and life. So, we could avoid many of life's sorrows
if we lived according to the Bible, which shows also that we bring many of our sorrows
upon ourselves. They are the self-inflicted, natural results of sin, which can be changed
by changing our habits and life-styles to obedience and faith rather than rebellion and
unbelief. But the real protection God offers to His Church, in both its Old and New
Testament forms, is spiritual. It is protection from Satan, your adversary who "as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Pet. 5:8), "the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan" (Rev. 20:2). He is the one who has gone
"to make war on those who keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ" (Rev. 12:17). He is the devil who deceives the world until he is cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone with the beast and the false prophet (Rev. 20:10).

The protection of God is for those who dwell "under the defence of the Most High," and
"abide under the shadow of the Almighty." To dwell is to make a home; to live in a
place. We dwell in a dwelling. To abide is to remain in a place. Thus, we abide in an
abode. The point the Psalm is trying to make is that God's people dwell and abide in
Him. He is our dwelling place in all generations, and God Himself, as we read in
Ephesians, dwells in us. The closest comparison I can make to what this means is that of
the child in its mother's womb. He shares the same blood, same oxygen, and food with
his mother, down to the very molecules. They are as close to being one body as it is
possible for human flesh to be. But the oneness of the Church and God is even closer
than that. Our oneness with God is oneness of the spirit and essence, so that God flows
in our souls, and our souls flow in God.

We dwell "under the defense of the Most High" through faith in Christ. We "abide
under the shadow of the Almighty" as we continually trust in His one, all-sufficient
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sacrifice to be our peace with God. The essence of the Christian faith is that God became
Man and went to the cross to bear in Himself the cost of our sins, and He forgives us of
all sins as the gift of His grace. Faith receives that gift. Faith trusts God to forgive us.
Faith trusts Christ's sacrifice to pay fully and completely for the sins we have
committed, are committing, and will commit. And faith trusts God to care for us in this
world and the next. And let us never forget that a major part of faith is faithfulness, and
we abide under the shadow of the Almighty as we live for Christ in daily, loving
obedience, seeking to live righteous and holy lives that please Him.

Let us pray.

O LORD, by Thine infinite mercy, make us to dwell by faith under the defense of the
Most High, and abide under the shadow of the Almighty, through Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

Rev Bryan Dabney of Saint John’s Sunday Sermon

We are fortunate to have Brian’s Sunday Sermon. If you want people to come to The
Truth, you have to speak the truth, expouse the truth and live the
truth.  This is really a good piece and I commend it to your careful
reading.

The Sermon - That Christ may dwell in your hearts

In our epistle lesson for today, we read the words of St. Paul who

said, ...that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; to know the love of Christ which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with the fulness of God (Ephesians 3:17-18). The
apostle then went on to pen an uplifting affirmation of our Lord's words in his epistle to
the Ephesians (3:20-21): Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in
the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. The Rev.
Matthew Henry once noted that, "There is an inexhaustible fullness of grace and mercy
in God which the prayers of all the saints can never draw dry. Whatever we may ask or
think, still God is able to do more, abundantly more. We should encourage our faith by
a consideration of his all-sufficiency and almighty power."

In his epistle to the Romans, the apostle Paul advised all Christians to... put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof (13:14).
Also St. John in his first epistle wrote, Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God... (4:2) He also noted that,
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in
God (4:15).

Now one might think that every person who claims to be a Christian would follow
these tenets of the faith. No doubt some do; nevertheless, a goodly portion of the body
of Christ does not. To put it simply, they belong to denominations that have rejected the
fundamentals of the faith. They do not believe in the Jesus of the Bible. They deny his
virgin birth, his resurrection, and ascension, as well his coming again in glory. They
denigrate God's word written by saying it is a compilation of myths, sagas or legends.
They believe that the gospel writers tell only of a man called Jesus— a good teacher
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who was executed by the Romans— but not the living Lord who rose again from death
to life that Easter morn so long ago. They cannot teach a saving faith in the only
begotten Son of God because they do not accept the living Christ as their Saviour.

Consider also a modern survey of Christians which the Barna Group conducted awhile
back. It asked participants if they agreed with the following six statements:

1) believe that absolute moral truth exists;

2) believe that the Bible is completely accurate in all of the principles it teaches;

3) that Satan is a real being;

4) that a person cannot earn their way into Heaven by trying to be good or by doing
good works;

5) that Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth; and

6) that God is the all-knowing, all powerful creator of the world who still rules the
universe today.

Barna found that less than one percent of the participants agreed with all of those
statements.

That is astounding and tragic to say the least because nearly every point mentioned by
Barna was once an established teaching for much of the Christian Church nearly a
century ago.

The noted preacher, E. M. Bounds once observed that, "The church is distinctly,
preeminently, and absolutely a spiritual institution... Her ministers and doctrines have
appeal, relevance, and power only when they are channels of the Holy Spirit. It is his
indwelling and inspiration that give the church its divine character and accomplish its
divine purposes.” And what purposes has it been called to carry forth? "Its purpose is to
regenerate and sanctify the individual, to prepare him by purifying and training him for
the high pursuits of eternal life. The church is like a net cast into the sea. The purpose is
not to change the sea but to catch the fish... What if fishermen spent all their energies
trying by some chemical process to change the essential elements of the sea, vainly
hoping to improve the stock of fish? They would never catch any fish! If the church
used this method, personal holiness would be impossible, and heaven would be
stricken from our creed, life and hope. To attempt to save the world while ignoring the
individual is not only Utopian but also destructive in every way.

"St. John reminds us in his first epistle to, Love not the world, neither the things that are
in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but
he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever (2:15-17). How can Christ dwell in those
who love the world in opposition to the expressed will of God the Father? He cannot.
How can said folk understand the absolute need for salvation which Jesus Christ
provides through his atoning work on Calvary's cross? They cannot. What can modern,
Laodicean Christianity offer but a flawed Jesus, a compromised bible and a useless
religion fit only to be cast out? They are powerless without the permission of the Holy
Ghost who will not assist them in their efforts.

Why are so many young people leaving the faith of their forebears? Because the modern
church has so denigrated its doctrines and tenets as to render it a fruitless exercise.
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As the apostle Paul noted in his first epistle to the Corinthians, ..if there be no
resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is our
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain (15:14)... And if Christ be not raised (15:17)...
then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable (15:18-19). Why follow the dead Christ
of myth and legend which the modernist church teaches its congregants?

The Barna Group's survey results give us the answer: wholesale rejection of the truths
of the faith. If one would have the benefits of the Christian religion, one must recognize
that the true Christ of faith is the same as the Christ of history. One does not cancel out
the other. To have Christ dwell in one's heart, one must accept Jesus Christ as the risen
Lord who is the only begotten Son of God and then seek God's pardon for his or her
sins in his name. God expects us to come to him believing not in faithlessness.

If we are to have any success in winning the young back from the world, we must
present to them a clear and consistent gospel message that says what it means and
means what it says. But as we have learned, such will not be devoid of difficulty. The
Devil and his minions have done much to prepare the ground of their hearts for the bad
seed of the world as opposed to the good seed of the word. They have labored to spread
tares among the wheat, bad fish among the good, apostates among the saints, and
ravening wolves versus the pastors and shepherds of our Lord. They have won victory
after victory within the various denominations of the Church and now are poised to
sweep away the last vestiges of sound doctrine within the very near future.

But we must not lose hope. Our Lord proclaimed that the Church will not be triumphed
over by evil, neither shall the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. In spite of the
seeming triumph of our adversary, we have confidence that he will not ultimately
succeed. God foresaw the rise of evil, has judged it, and will call an end to it in his time.
Our duty is to occupy until he comes for us. The wretched figment of the modernist
church is but the synagogue of Satan. It has no real power to save, and has only the
power to destroy those of its membership. God's wrath will fall upon it much as he
poured out his fury on Sodom and Gomorrah. Our job is to call out to the righteous
who, like Lot, have had their souls vexed by the things they have witnessed within
those churches.

If Christ dwells in us, then we must preach the word: be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables (II St. Timothy 4:2-4). Without a doubt we are in
such times as the apostle Paul has described. If we love the Lord, we will follow his
word and commandment. Seek therefore then to be a beacon for the gospel. Spread the
true message of Christ to those around you and live as becomes the name "Christian"
proving that Jesus Christ does indeed dwell within your heart.

Let us pray,
HOLY and gracious God, grant to us the courage and the wherewithal to spread the

truth of the gospel of Christ to those who are as yet in darkness and the shadow of
death; that they being so informed might turn unto thee and give thee thanks for the
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free gift of salvation in his name; all of which we ask in the very name of Christ Jesus
thy Son and our Saviour. Amen.

Have a blessed week, Bryan+

New Nametags
We had no new nametags today.

After Church Hospitality

Sadly, no after church snacks. The same story every week, is it not? The fact is that we
are supposed to be on a low carb diet and there really aren’t any low carb snacks that
appeal to us. So, with no fatted dog nut in sight, we headed to the next little village for
Greek Food, Hap and Jack had hamburgers, though. Fatted dog nuts next week! We
are hoping between now and next Sunday some invents no-carb dog nuts.

After church goodies providers as currently signed up:

Date Name
30 September2012 Opportunity Available — Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
7 October2012 Opportunity Available — Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
14 October2012 Opportunity Available — Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity
21 October2012 Opportunity Available — Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
28 October2012 Opportunity Available — Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles,

superseding the Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity
People in our Prayers - http:/ / faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com /

Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity.

It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help,
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might
do God's work.

The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the
blessings we have been granted.

Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful
Centurion to be prayed for?

No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you
want help from God, you are our kind of people.

What is the commitment from the prayer team?
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day.

How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list?

You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru -
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer
card at church.

What should I ask for?
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills
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and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples,
see the list below.

Updating the Team

If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks!

Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for
them.

Prayer List Notice — If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have
changed, please let us know. We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and
most important to give thanks!

Travel
No travel this week!

Move
Ryan Hopkins has moved to Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, to study Dressage Riding through
June 2013. Please pray for God’s guidance in his life as he works and studies.

The Thomas Family is on a short tour assignment in Guam through August 2013. Please
pray for the assignment to continue to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the
kids to make new friends. In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will
develop good friends and school mates there so as to further their development
as both Christians and citizens. Things seem to be going well where the sun rises
on the United States, so keep praying! Give thanks and ask for continued good
developments.

Departed

Bob Burrell, for whom the Arnolds’ valley is named, passed away 21 September 2012, in
his late 80s. Please pray for his family members who remain behind, in particular his
wife of sixty some years, Marion.

Homebound or Infirm

Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally,
with both onset dementia and Alzheimer’s. On 30 January 2012, she broke her
hip and had a partial hip replacement. She is not doing well, but has decided she
would like to live a bit longer. Please pray Norma might come back to God and
for peace of mind for her and the ability for both Sara and her mother to put their
cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they can deal with the many problems
involved.

In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan
Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.
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Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay. Please
pray for them and their families.

Colonel Bud Day’s cancer has returned. The outlook is not favorable. Bud has been an
inspiration to all of us for years, this changes nothing. He is well at peace with
our Lord and we all hope he stays with us for a while longer.

Healing

Carol Stone, the sweet wife of Mike Stone, longtime friend and colleague of Sara
Simmons as well as Hap, was helicoptered to hospital with an ultimate diagnosis
of severe bleeding on the left side of her brain. She underwent surgery and is has
been in a coma since the operation. Carol has been moved to the Sacramento
Kaiser Neurological Center. She has regained limited consciousness, which
seems to be a good sign, but her prognosis is not clear. She has a tracheal tube
and ventilator; she must be fed via tube for now. It appears Carol cannot see
from her left eye. A miracle is what is hoped and prayed for. Please pray for
peace of mind and trust in God for Mike, guidance for the medical team treating
Carol and strength for Carol as well as faith and trust. No one can ever
understand the why of these things here on earth. Sara who passed this request
on asks that you pray in both faith and hope.

Liz Strauch has a pineal cyst, which is causing various problems for her, headaches,
dizziness and distress. It appears it can be drained, but she is very concerned
and hesitant to do so. Please pray for guidance for the medical people treating
her, as well as for Liz and her husband Ken.

Lauralee Meade underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving. A further
anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation
treatment. Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer. Pray also
Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God.

Kevin Gerhart discovered cancer on his neck. He underwent radiation and
chemotherapy. Please pray for the medical team treating Kevin that they might
pay attention, do their very best and find the source; that the treatment might be
successful and he might live a long and healthy life to His honor and glory. Pray
also for trust in God and peace of mind for Kevin, his wife and family.

Gil Garcia had surgery at the VA hospital in Long Beach. The surgery was successful,
they are predicting a 12 week recovery time. Please pray for a rapid recovery for
Gil, as well as peace of mind for Gil, his wife Mary and their family.

Sara Simmons has recovered pretty well from a fractured right knee, but is still
challenged for mobility while trying to take care of her mom and her husband
Bill. Please pray for patience for Sara and her husband Bill, as well as rapid and
complete healing.

Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011. This time the
tumor was removed. Bill is doing better keeping the doctor’s instructions, for
which we are all grateful, including taking a chemotherapy once a day for three
years, radically decreasing the consumption of alcohol and eating properly, he is
also having difficulty maintaining equilibrium, please pray for help for him to do
all this. Please pray also that Bill might turn his heart outward to help those
around him, as well as live a long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God.
Pray also for peace of mind for Bill and his wife Sara.
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Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) got a blood clot, which affected two of her fingers. She
underwent an angiogram which seemingly had the desired result and the
Eveready Bunny rebounded once again. Please pray a prayer of thanksgiving
for the positive outcome and pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay and
her family. Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude.

James L. Cavanah had surgery the afternoon of 10 February 2012, to remove two small
but cancerous tumors. James is a minister with the AOC in Savannah, Georgia.
Please pray for his recovery and remission from the cancer. Give thanks for the
surgery and pray for both him and his family to allow God to carry their worries
while he recovers.

Dotty Valkenaar had successful surgery for a shoulder ligament problem on 28 February
2012. Physical therapy seems to be working, but is painful. Please pray for
continued recovery and peace of mind through trust in God for Dotty and Lew,
her husband, as well as their entire family.

Steve Sundberg had a heart attack after Easter. After some time, the medical team
treating him decided he was not a candidate for stents and a five-way heart by-
pass was performed the week of 6 June 2011. Please pray for his complete
recovery and for his three children and family who are very worried about him,
pray also for his trust in our Lord and for both him and his family to let God
carry their worries while he recovers.

Matt Alcantara, age 15, has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal
form of cancer with limited treatment options. This is a disease that is about 90
percent fatal in a couple of years. He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks
and swims! Courage? Guts? You bet! Matt and his mom just came back from
Houston at the Cancer Center for what was hoped to be a routine every four
month bone scan. The scans were done on schedule, but a couple of new spots
showed up. After Matt’s San Diego doctors conferred with the Houston doctors
to figure out what these spots mean, it turned out they are new and old injuries
with no bad meaning. In effect they are CLEAN SCANs. Matt and his family
ask you to give thanks for the super results. Please also give thanks for the great
faith of Matt and his entire family. Their faith and trust is a wonderful example
for each and every one of us. But, now is not the time to stop praying. Actually,
it never is the time to stop praying!

Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS). She is currently in Laurel
Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia. Judith's condition
has worsened recently. She is no longer able to stand, in fact she has a lot of
trouble sitting upright. Judith is depressed and wants to go home to watch her
birds, which given everything seems unlikely at present. Please pray for her to
take an active part in her own life, for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God
and remission of the disease so she might return home to her family. Pray also
for strength for her husband Martin as he deals with all the problems and stress
of Judith’s situation.

Becky Madden is paralyzed from the neck down as the result of a tragic shooting
accident. Her husband is doing his best to take care of her; it is hard and he is
learning the best he can. Please pray for further recovery for Becky, as well as
strength and guidance for her husband.
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Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor
in his lungs. The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston. Please
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his
family.

Obra Gray continues to take day by day. Please continue to keep Obra in your prayers,
and give him the strength of knowing the Lord is with him and will never
forsake him. Obra needs security of what lies ahead of him, and only the Lord
can grant the solace to answer his prayer.

Guidance

Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family
and life. Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do
everything and can only change those things within her control.

Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace.

Hap and Ryan both ask you to pray they might be able to trust God will help them make
the right decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those
things they can change, accept those things they cannot change, sleep well to be
able to do the correct things with a clear head and that they will open their hearts
to the Holy Ghost.

New Position

Rev LTC Al Ryan has been appointed Deacon-In-Charge of the mission parish of St.
Augustine of Canterbury Anglican Church, Anglican Church in America (ACA)
parish in Old Orchard Beach, Maine. It is a small but growing mission, which
has been plagued by clergy change. Al, the diocesan pilot, has been appointed
for one year, during which time he is to help them identify what their needs are
for a vicar. He has done this before and asks you to pray for God’s help one
more time; not only for himself, but for the parish.

Armed Forces & Contractors

Airman Donny Patton (Kadena AB, Japan), Jordan (USMC - Fleet Marine Force -
Pacific), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator), Trevor (USN — Whidbey Island, EF-18
Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN — Guam)

Thanksgiving

Hap Arnold had an elevated temperature last Sunday and then Labor Day Monday, after
consultations with the Medical Officer, he went to the hospital where he was
given an IV antibiotic and admitted overnight (a seeming mistake) for a Urinary
Tract Infection. Within 24 hours of the start of the antibiotics, he felt 100 percent
better and is now feeling better than any time in the past year. His legs no longer
hurt to walk and he is far more mobile. He gives our Lord thanks and asks that
you do also.

Persecuted

Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from
Hindus and others in India. Also, they are under continual attack in the name of
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively
atheist or pro-devil buddy. Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all
persecuted Christians and those around them.
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Various Special Requests

We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into
how you might make the lives of your friends and family better. Remember
helping others is not just those who you don’t know!

Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an
opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families. Please ask
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others. Help
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first,
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives.

Question that only you can ask

What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how
we operate? Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought
for the Day material. Help us help you. Please send your question to Hap so we all can
get an answer. Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean
you are the only one who doesn’t know. But, if you don’t ask, no one will know.

I'd like to get a different point across or announce something

If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your
point across. While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion. If
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org.

Epistleers
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you.

Date Reader

30 September 2012 Dru Arnold — Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
7 October 2012 Dru Arnold - Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
14 October 2012 Dru Arnold — Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity
21 October 2012 Dru Arnold — Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
28 October 2012 Dru Arnold - Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles,
superseding the Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity

The near future, as well as Next Sunday

23 September 2012 — Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity — Morning Prayer - Service start
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am);
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location — 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA

30 September 2012 — Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity — Morning Prayer - Service start
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am);
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location — 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA

1 October 2012 — 6 October 2012 — We will all be on travel to the Anglican Orthodox
Church Biennial Convention in Statesville, North Carolina. ~ While the meeting is
Wednesday through Friday, we need to leave on Monday to make everything and will
be returning on Saturday. The church number will ring through to a mobile number
and the emails are still good.
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7 October 2012 — Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity — Morning Prayer - Service start time
1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time
1000 (10:00 am); Location — 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA

14 October 2012 — Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity — Morning Prayer - Service start time
1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time
1000 (10:00 am); Location — 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA

21 October 2012 — Twentieth Sunday after Trinity — Holy Communion - Service start
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am);
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location — 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA

28 October 2012 — Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles, superseding the Twenty-First
Sunday after Trinity — Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or
gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location -
10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
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