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Faithful Centurion Anglican Orthodox Church 
 

Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Sunday Report 
 

 
 

Today was the Tenth Sunday after Trinity Sunday.  The weather was picture perfect, 
clear, dry and 67°F at sunrise, rising to 87°F by the end of church under those same blue 
skies!    Once again, the gathering song gathered not one and we ended up with 3 
people present for the service. 
 
Gathering Song 
Jack Arnold played Amazing Grace for the gathering 
song. 
 
Amazing Grace 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 

Thro' many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun. 

 
We try to pick our gathering songs to have a 
wonderful message, be easy to sing and suitable for 
guitar accompaniment.  Amazing Grace seems to be the 
parish favorite, as well as Hap’s.  
 
Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and 
readings from the Bible. There is a Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, 
most written either before the re-founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or 
written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-
founding. 
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The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent. 
 
The Propers for today are found on Page 203-204, with the Collect first: 
 

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

The Collect. 
 

ET thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of thy humble servants; and, 
that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall please 

thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Dru Arnold read the Epistle, which came from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, the 
Twelfth Chapter beginning at the First Verse. 
Paul starts off by telling us that no man who 
“speaketh by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus 
accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.”  He goes on 
to say, “Now there are diversities of gifts, but 
by the same Spirit.” “…it is the same God 
which worketh all in all.”  Every one is gifted in 
one manner or another by God, the question 
really is not do you have a gift from God, but 
will you use it?  Our gifts are so different in 
their character that we sometimes fail to 
recognize them for what they are, gifts from 
God, meant to be used, not ignored. 
 

ONCERNING spiritual gifts, brethren, I 
would not have you ignorant. Ye know 
that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto 

these dumb idols, even as ye were led.  Wherefore I give you to understand, that no 
man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by 
the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to 
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another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to 
another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; 
to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: but all these 
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 
 
Deacon Striker Jack Arnold read today’s Holy Gospel started in the Nineteenth Chapter 

of the Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning 
at the Forty-First Verse.  
 
The Gospel tell of Jesus’ time in the temple 
wherein he sees the people selling their wares 
having made the temple a den of thieves 
rather than a house of prayer and cast them 
out.  He also predicts the fall of the temple 
saying it shall be laid “even with the ground, 
… they shall not leave one stone upon 
another,” because the people of the temple 
had rejected Jesus.  The message to those who 
accept Jesus and his teaching is clear, their 
temple shall not fall.  The message to those 
who will not hear his message will never be 
heard, let alone clear, their first indication of a 
problem will be when their temple falls. 
 
Often people take this Gospel to preclude 

jumble sales at church.  It does not preclude that.  It does literally preclude cheating 
people at those jumble sales!  You must understand that the “perfect” sacrificial 
offerings to God the temple hawkers were selling were perfectly defective “sacrificial 
lambs” which would be recycled over and over.  Those buying were likely for the most 
part honest in their attempt to offer unto God that due Him, yet their effort was being 
diverted and redirected by those “in charge”, the priests and hawkers.  In their very 
successful effort to make money they were defrauding the people and insulting God in 
His own House.  It should also be pointed out that a church should be a place of 
worship.  It may be a Prophet Center, but not a Profit Center1.  If the building needs 
constant commercial enterprise, then perhaps the emphasis is on the wrong center.  A 
church should be funded for its needs by its members and its wants should come much 
later, if not in fact unheeded.  A church is about Him, not about IT. 
 

ND when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon 

thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and 
keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children 
within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation. And he went into the temple, and began to cast 
out them that sold therein, and them that bought; saying unto them, It is written, My 
house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves. And he taught daily 
in the temple. 

 

                                                
1 A fine set of very apropos terms I first heard from Bishop Dennis Campbell in 2011. 

A 
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Sermon – Time and Action 
Today’s sermon tied the Epistle and Gospel together and is mainly contained in the 

forewords above.   
 
Consider the words from the Collect, wherein 
we ask God to give us … be open to the prayers 
of thy humble servants; and, that they may 
obtain their petitions, make them to ask such 
things as shall please thee … 
 
Once again, this Collect is kind of a follow-on 
to last week’s Collect.  First, we ask God to hear 
our prayers, this is funny in that He always 
listens intently to us when we pray and we 
very seldom listen to Him when He answers.  
Nonetheless, we ask His help to ask for those 
things we need, not those things we want and 
are bad for us. 
 

While our needs must be fulfilled, there is nothing wrong with wanting, just so long as 
you want things that are good for you.  Once again, we are asking God to help us to 
want the right things. 
 
Paul reminds us that we each have differing talents, but if we use them to the Glory of 
God, without concern for who gets the credit, all will be well.  Do what you can, not 
what you feel like.  If you will but read the Bible, what God wants you to do will be 
clear.  If you do your best to do His Will all will be well with you.  Death is a pretty 
hollow threat if you do your duty.  The people of Jerusalem would not have been in the 
pickle they got in when 70AD came along, had they only done what God wanted.  But, 
it was too hard for them.  In 70AD, what had been so hard seemed pretty easy 
compared to the fix they were in, but by then it was too late.  By that time they were left 
with only “There are none so poor as cannot purchase a noble death.”  But, for most of 
them by that time they had no will.  It left when they failed to follow God’s will. 
 
When Luke wrote of the sales in the temple, he had a point.  The point was not to 
preclude jumble sales at church.  He was not abhorring the sales, but the cheating in the 
name of God.   This Gospel does literally preclude cheating people at those jumble 
sales!  You must understand the temple hawkers were selling perfect defective 
“sacrificial lambs” which would be recycled over and over2.  In their very successful 
effort to make money they were defrauding the people and insulting God in His own 
House.  It should also be pointed out that a church should be a place of worship.  It may 
be a Prophet Center, but not a Profit Center.  If the building needs constant commercial 
enterprise, then perhaps the emphasis is on the wrong center.  A church should be 
funded for its needs by its members and its wants should come much later, if not in fact 
unheeded.  A church is about Him, not about IT. 
                                                
2 The concept of being truthful in the efforts we make to spread The Word is not a separate subject by any 
means, but would take more time to talk about than we have time for here.  Suffice it to say that we must 
take every care to spread The Truth and not what our audience, whoever that may be, would like to hear.  
When we bring our “sacrifice” to the “temple” we needs make certain it is in fact as perfect as we can 
make it.  This is so hard that one of the recurring themes of the Collects is asking for guidance to ask for 
the right things. 
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Do what you are supposed to do when you are supposed to do it.  That is duty.  It does 
not matter how you “feel” about black or white.  Black is black; White is white.  Do your 
duty. Work as hard as you can, do the best you can, trust in the Lord.  By the way, cheat 
no one.  If you follow that, you won’t need to be told, “Particularly in God’s House.” 
 

Be of God - Live of God  - Act of God. 
 
Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays.  Today’s sermon starts off with the collect.  It 
will give you a lot to consider in your heart. 
 
Sermon Notes  
Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
12 August 2012, Anno Domini 
 

 
The Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 

 

The Collect. 
 

ET thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers 
of thy humble servants; and, that they may obtain 

their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall 
please thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
       34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from city to city: 35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye 
slew between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon 
this generation. 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate. 39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord. (Matt 23:34-39) 

            We often believe, wrongfully, that God condemns us for our sins, but He does 
not. It is our sins, themselves, that condemn us. God watches our foolish ways often 
with a sorrowful heart – if we ONLY KNEW the harm we are doing to others… to 
ourselves….and to the loving and pure heart of God – by our mindless sinning! One of 
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the greatest sorrows known to the human heart (a heart that is numb compared to that 
of God) is that of unrequited love. To love another with a love that is unto death, and 
then to have that object of our greatest affection treat our expressions of love with 
disdain and rejection is painful beyond explanation. But there are always many reasons 
that our love for another could be rightfully unrequited, because we humans are not 
perfect. There may have been a thoughtless word or gesture we made at some moment 
of greatest hurt to the other party of which we took no notice, or a thousand other 
reasons; but God is perfect and blameless of every human flaw. He loves with a perfect 
love, and He has done all things to deserve our own undivided love. We are NEVER 
justified in trampling upon the love and sacrifice of God for us. 

            God, in the beginning of Creation, made a beautiful Garden at Eden and placed 
man in the most opulent existence imaginable. Knowing that man would be most joyful 
if he was unmindful of the deathly knowledge of sin, God gave to man, out of a deep 
love for His crowning creation, one command only.  And the Lord God commanded the 
man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die. (Gen 2:16-17) God gave this command out of love and not 
malice for He knew the man would become knowledgeable of sin and subject to the 
penalty of it if he (man) disobeyed. The weak character of man was such that he could 
scarcely keep even ONE commandment, much less TEN. He disobeyed, fell from grace, 
and opened wide the gates of Hell for all of his progeny down until our own day. 

It is interesting to note that God did not give the commandment to Eve but to 
Adam. It is apparent from Eve's discourse at the ill-fated Tree that Adam had been her 
teacher of all that God had said to him. Adam ate, and Adam died. He brought upon all 
creation relentless sin and death. God did not cause Adam to die – Adam's 
disobedience caused Adam to die (and all of us as well)! We are guilty as charged and 
responsible for our condemnation. Insofar as we are engineers of our own sinfulness, 
we are, as the poet, Mr. Henley has said in INVICTUS, "the master of our fate, and the 
captain of our souls." If, however, we seek a more worthy Captain, Master, and Bishop 
of our souls, we need to turn them over to One who cares more for our souls than we 
can care for them ourselves. That Captain, Master, and Bishop would be the Lord Jesus 
Christ who died for the sins He did not commit in order to save us from dying from 
those sins we DID commit. 

            In the Gospel lesson at hand, Christ has been pronouncing `woes' on the Scribes 
and Pharisees. Inherent in His woes are warnings to modern religionists and 
professional clergymen. One of the woes issued by Christ is of sufficient threat to those 
lovers of filthy lucre that they have seen to it that verse 14 of this chapter in Matthew 
has omitted from modern Bible versions based on the corrupted manuscript evidence. 
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for 
a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. (Matt 
23:14) What could possibly offend the masters of the fleece in this verse that would 
prompt them to relegate it to a mere footnote in the NIV, ESV, and other modern 
versions? Perhaps it might be the STEALING of widow's houses, or the long and 
elegant prayers designed more for the ears of men than those of God? 

            Jesus continues His pronouncement of prophecy and condemnation to a people 
for whom He has come to die in redemption of their sins if only they will believe God. 
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, 
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and persecute them from city to city.  Christ draws a line of delineation between the 
Scribes whom He has sent to the Jews and those who claim the title in name only. Those 
Scribes and Pharisees to whom He is speaking are imposters – written in large relief! 
Experience has shown that having a seminary degree does not necessarily qualify a man 
as being sent by God (though properly received can be a tremendous benefit); nor does 
the absence of such a degree disqualify, necessarily, a man as being called by God (else 
the Apostles would be imposters – all except Paul) Rather than being emissaries of 
God, these imposters are those who murder His emissaries and persecute His true 
Scribes. 

            35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar. Christ is the Word (John 1:1). He is Alpha to Omega 
in the Greek alphabet – and, so, everything in between those first and last letters. But 
Christ is also the first and last letter of every other alphabet, including, again, 
everything in between. We see this demonstrated here in the reference to the first and 
last prophets mentioned by Christ – Abel to Zacharias (from A to Z in the English 
alphabet). He is the Word of God dressed in the vocabulary of every nation, tribe, and 
tongue. The false ministers of that day, who predominated in the chairs of authority, 
were pronounced guilty of all the righteous blood shed upon the earth. How can this 
be? These men murdered the prophets of God. Those who do not belong to God do not 
receive the imputed righteousness rendered to those who are His chosen seed; 
therefore, only those prophets truly sent by God, and their blood, could be considered 
righteous. These, the Scribes and Pharisees killed. These were matters of current fact. 

            Christ prepares to deliver a sorrowful prophecy of events that would soon 
transpire involving Jerusalem and the Jews. 36 Verily I say unto you, All these things 
shall come upon this generation. Christ will now issue a verdict, decided by their own 
wickedness, that shall be passed upon them in the very generation standing around 
Christ; but before pronouncing the sorrowful events to come, Jesus again expresses, in 
deep groaning's, His profound love and care for the Jews and Jerusalem – a love that is 
rejected and turned back in hate and malice.  37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not! How Christ would have delighted in the people and leaders of 
Jerusalem flocking to Him and under His loving wings for protection and preservation 
(there is no other sure means of protection and preservation), but they refused. Not only 
did they refuse His invitation, but they also killed the messengers sent by God! 

As soon as the embers cooled after the Mount Saint Helens volcanic eruption 
of 1980, the forest rangers went in to assess the damage to the natural environment. All 
vegetation stood in ashes. One of the rangers saw a mother partridge burned to a crisp. 
Her wings were spread wide. The ranger, with disappointed pity, kicked the dead bird 
aside. As he did so, the rangers noticed several healthy baby birds run from under their 
dead mother's wings. That is only a small illustration of the love God has for us – and 
the unrequited love Christ had for Jerusalem and her people. He even wept over the 
city prior to His last entry.  Jesus was well aware of the death He would suffer at the 
hands of the Jews (by His own volition); and He also knew that His Father would 
certainly bring a deserving judgment against the city, or apologize to Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  It saddened the heart of Christ to contemplate this judgment that would 
come. 
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38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. Not only your Temple, but all 
of your Holy City! In 70 AD the Roman General Titus developed and encircling land 
blockade of Jerusalem and erected siege walls and engines against her walls. To reject 
the salvation of God (Jesus) is tantamount to exposing oneself to all the evils of Hell. All 
who do so will be left desolate for desolation is all that exists apart from God Almighty. 
Can you imagine the sorrow in the heart of Christ in saying to those whom He loved 
dearly, "your house is left unto you desolate?" 

39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. These men had heard these words pronounced just 
days earlier; and they shall hear the same once more on the return of Christ in glory. 
They will not hear these words the second time as detractors and proud malefactors, 
but in the kneeling position of contrition and worship – and from their own mouths: 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil 2:9-11) He who comes in the 
Name of the Lord comes in the Person of the Lord. If thou wilt not observe to do all the 
words of this law that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and 
fearful name, THE Lord THY GOD (Deut 28:58) Reader, do you also go in the Name of 
the Lord? Yes, you do if you are CALLED Christian and are committed to the title. Are 
you called Christian? 
  

Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sunday Sermon 
As is oft the case, we are honored to present Bishop Dennis’ Sunday sermon presented 

to his parish.  Dennis has a great sermon for the Tenth 
Sunday after Trinity: 
 

God and Prayer 
Psalm 145, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, Luke 19:41-47 

Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
August 12, 2012 

  
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote that the habit of prayer is one of the surest marks of a true 
Christian.  Certainly prayer is one of the means by which God draws us into Himself, 
and He has ordained that His blessings are released, in part, through prayer.  It is no 
surprise, then, that we should talk about prayer often in the Church, as we do on this 
Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
  
The Collect for this day is a prayer about prayer.  It asks God to hear our prayers, and to 
shape our being in such a way that we will pray for the things that please God.  This is 
very similar to the Collect for the Fourth Sunday after Easter in which we asked God to 
enable us to love the things He commands and desire the things He promises.  Surely 
this is the heart of prayer and the heart's desire of every true Christian.  Today's reading 
from 1 Corinthians shows that our prayers must be guided by the Holy Spirit, otherwise 
we are tempted to ask for things that do not edify, and even abuse the gifts of God.  
How does the Holy spirit guide our prayers?  He teaches us to pray Biblically, that is, in 
accordance with what God reveals about His will and purpose in the Bible.  In other 
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words, the Spirit leads us to ask God to help us love the things He commands, and 
desire the things He promises.  It was not in our reading today, but verse 31 leads us to 
seek the best things from God, meaning the more excellent way of love.  The Gospel, 
from Luke 19, shows the danger of neglecting Biblical prayer.  Jerusalem, meaning the 
Jews, had not prayed for the things that give real peace.  They did not love the things 
God commanded or want the things God promised to give.  They did not pray for the 
things that please God, like real faith or real holiness.  Nor did they pray to be close to 
God, to be enabled to love Him above all else, and to find their joy and meaning in life 
in Him and His service.  They sought peace and prosperity of the flesh, not of the soul, 
and they turned the House of Prayer into a house of thievery, and Jesus wept. 
  
Psalm 145 is a proclamation of praise for the wonderful grace and power of God, and it 
is wonderfully relevant to those who pray.   If God were not graceful, full of grace, He 
would be unwilling to answer prayer, and if He were not powerful He would be unable 
to answer.  So the message of this Psalm is vitally connected to the other passages we 
have read today, and to the request we have taken to God in the Collect. 
 

Psalm 145. Exaltabo te, Deus. 
 WILL magnify thee, O God, my King; * and I will praise thy Name for ever and ever.  
 2 Every day will I give thanks unto thee; * and praise thy Name for ever and ever.  
3 Great is the Lord, and marvellous worthy to be praised; * there is no end of his 

greatness.  
4 One generation shall praise thy works unto another, * and declare thy power.  
5 As for me, I will be talking of thy worship, * thy glory, thy praise, and wondrous 

works;  
6 So that men shall speak of the might of thy marvellous acts; * and I will also tell of 

thy greatness.  
7 The memorial of thine abundant kindness shall be showed; * and men shall sing of 

thy righteousness.  
8 The Lord is gracious and merciful; * long-suffering, and of great goodness.  
9 The Lord is loving unto every man; * and his mercy is over all his works.  
10 All thy works praise thee, O Lord; * and thy saints give thanks unto thee.  
11 They show the glory of thy kingdom, * and talk of thy power;  
12 That thy power, thy glory, and mightiness of thy kingdom, * might be known unto 

men.  
13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, * and thy dominion endureth throughout 

all ages.  
14 The Lord upholdeth all such as fall, * and lifteth up all those that are down.  
15 The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord; * and thou givest them their meat in due 

season.  
16 Thou openest thine hand,*and fillest all things living with plenteousness.  
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways, * and holy in all his works.  
18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him; * yea, all such as call upon him 

faithfully.  
19 He will fulfill the desire of them that fear him; * he also will hear their cry, and will 

help them.  
20 The Lord preserveth all them that love him; * but scattereth abroad all the 

ungodly.  
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord;*and let all flesh give thanks unto his 

holy Name for ever and ever.  
 

I 
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Psalms 145-150 close of the book of Psalms with six hymns of praise. The trials and 
troubles of earth, which are so prevalent in the rest of the book, have no place in these 
Psalms.  From here to the end of the book we are caught up in the adoration of the great 
God who delivers us from the world and takes us at last to His Home in Heaven.  St. 
Augustine noted this, as did Matthew Henry, Charles Spurgeon, and an Anglican 
minister I know only as S. Conway, who wrote that, in these Psalms, "We have left the 
region of sighs and tears and piteous entreaties, and are, as one says, in the Beulaah 
land, where the sun shineth night and day." 

  
Psalm 145 has two primary points.  First, God is gracious. God intends good things for 
His people.  He intends better things for you than you are able to ask or think..  This 
idea permeates the Psalm, and is expressed in the words of verses 8 and 9;  "The Lord is 
gracious and merciful; long-suffering, and of great goodness.  The Lord is loving unto 
every man; and His mercy is over all His works."  The second point is the faith response 
of those who dwell in the grace of God.  This idea also permeates the entire Psalm and it 
is concretely stated in the very first verse of the Psalm, "I will magnify thee, O God my 
King, and I will praise thy Name forever and ever." 
  
"The Lord is gracious."   This is not a dry, intellectual statement of doctrine.  This is the 
expression of God's life-orientation and the disposition of His being toward you..  You 
are unworthy of God through your manifold sins, but where sin abounds grace 
abounds even more, and the grace of God is greater than all your sin.  In grace God 
receives you as an  honoured guest in His House.  In grace He forgives your sins and 
treats you as though you are righteous.  In grace He gives you all good things, even His 
own self, His joy and being and blessedness and immortality.  He gives these unto you 
freely, without cost to you, though at terrible cost to Himself.   In grace you become a 
partaker of God.  I did not say you become a god, or become part of God, or ever have 
any essence of divinity in yourself.  But you are priviliged to see and enjoy God's 
perfect being now and forever.  And in some way, the image of God in which you were 
created, but which has been destroyed by sin, is being restored in you.  One day it will 
be fully restored so that you will no longer  be subject to sin and temptation, or live in 
doubts or fears, or be subject to disease and death, or live in a place of sorrow, as the 
earth is now.  You will be as God intends you to be, and you will dwell in a land of 
perfect peace and joy in God. 
                                     
It is grace that brought you into God. In grace He came to seek and to save that which 
was lost, you.  In grace He bore your sins on the cross.  In grace He made you able to 
believe His Gospel, and in grace He is re-making your soul so that you can begin to 
desire the things of God and to love Him more and more.  In grace He continues to love 
you, though you are still very far from being perfect.  In grace He will take you into His 
Mansion of Mansions where He has prepared a place for you, and in grace you will be 
at home in Heaven for a forever of forevers. 
  
This is what God wants for you.  This is that good that He is doing for you that is 
exceeding abundantly above all that you are able to ask or think, but which He has 
promised to those who love Him and trust Him in faith 
  
And so we come to another of the major points of Psalm 145, and of the entire Bible, 
which is the faith response to God's grace.  The Psalm begins and ends with bold 
statements of faith.  "I will magnify thee, O God, my King."  "My mouth shall speak the 
praise of the Lord, and let all flesh give thanks unto His holy Name, for ever and ever." 
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Biblical faith is more than just believing a few doctrines about Jesus.  Biblical faith is the 
Christian's total response to the grace of God.  It is the life-attitude and the life-
orientation of those who have received the grace of God.  Faith is the life-attitude-
orientation of living in the the grace of God; of intentionally dwelling and existing in 
the unmerited, unearned love of God.  
  
This kind of faith is naturally producing changes in you.  Since you have received the 
grace of God, you have begun to value what God values and love what God loves.  You 
have begun to be able to mourn over the self-destructive life-styles of people who do 
not live in His grace.  You mourn for them because you know they are self-destructive, 
and because you long to see them become whole and clean and free by the grace of God 
too.  You have started to become a person of peace, a peacemaker.  This means that you 
try very hard not to be a source of strife yourself, and that you attempt to wage the 
peace of God in this strife-filled world.  You have started to live a more righteous and 
holy life.  Things like Church, Christian fellowship, the Bible, morality, and the 
sacraments, have started to claim your interest, and some of the things that once 
seemed so important to you have begun to be less important, boring, and, even 
detestable compared to the things of God.  You are not the same old you any more.  You 
are a new being, a new creature, created in Christ Jesus by His grace.  And. most of all, 
you have begun to really love God.  I am not talking about a silly emotionalism.  I am 
talking about a desire for God above all else.  Your life desire and purpose is to magnify 
God as your God and King.  All of this is what the Bible means by the word, "faith."  
This is what we seek when we pray; 
 

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

The Collect. 
 

ET thy merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of thy humble servants; and, 
that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall please 

thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
New Nametags 
We had no new nametags today. 
 
After Church Hospitality 
Sadly, no after church snacks.  The same story every week, is it not?  The fact is that we 
are supposed to be on a low carb diet and there really aren’t any low carb snacks that 
appeal to us.  So, with no fatted dog nut in sight, it was down the hill to the next little 
village for Mexican Food, a salad at that!  AGAIN!  Fatted dog nuts next week!  We are 
hoping between now and next Sunday some invents no-carb dog nuts. 
 
After church goodies providers as currently signed up: 
 
 Date Name 
 19 August 2012 Opportunity Available – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
 26 August 2012 Opportunity Available – Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
 2 September2012 Opportunity Available – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 9 September2012 Opportunity Available – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 16 September2012 Opportunity Available – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 23 September2012 Opportunity Available – Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 30 September2012 Opportunity Available – Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

L 



 
Page 12 

People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 
blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful 
Centurion to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer 
card at church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 
 
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 
Travel 
Albert and Ali Esquivel are on travel for their honeymoon in Kauai, returning this Sunday 

night quite late. 
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Matt Alcantara and his mom are on travel to Texas for bone scans on Tuesday 7 August 
2012, see Matt’s prayer request below. 

Move 
Ryan Hopkins has moved to Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, to study Dressage Riding through 

June 2013. Please pray for God’s guidance in his life as he works and studies. 
 
The Thomas Family is on a short tour assignment in Guam through August 2013.  Please 

pray for the assignment to continue to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the 
kids to make new friends.  In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will 
develop good friends and school mates there so as to further their development 
as both Christians and citizens.  Things seem to be going well where the sun rises 
on the United States, so keep praying!  Give thanks and ask for continued good 
developments. 

 
Marriage 
Ali Arnold and Albert Esquivel were married on 3 August 2012.  They are now on their 
honeymoon in Kauai, on return the Esquivels will make their home in El Cajon, 
California, almost exactly equidistant from their respective parents.  They ask that you 
pray for God’s guidance in their lives as they move from being two individuals to a 
single unit and help them to form their new family. 
 
Homebound or Infirm 
Norma, Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally, 

with both onset dementia and Alzheimer’s.  On 30 January 2012, she broke her 
hip and had a partial hip replacement.  She is not doing well, but has decided she 
would like to live a bit longer.  Please pray Norma might come back to God and 
for peace of mind for her and the ability for both Sara and her mother to put their 
cares and worries on God’s shoulders so they can deal with the many problems 
involved.  

 
Departed 
Bashir Ahmed, father of Shamim Gray, passed away on Tuesday 17 July 2012, in London.  

Bashir had been in failing health for some time and had a series of seizures on 10 
July 2012.  Please give thanks for his transition to be with our Lord in His home, 
pray also for his family who of necessity remain behind, in particular his 
daughter Shamim and his loving wife who cared dearly for him.  Above all, pray 
for his entire family to open their hearts to accept all God’s love will bring them.  

 

Morris Martin, 91, passed away on Monday 16 July 2012.  His son Paul was with him as 
he left for home, for which all are grateful.  Morris was comfortable in our Lord.  
While he will miss his family here on earth, he was grateful for all the time the 
Lord has given him.  Please pray for continued peace of mind for his family, in 
particular his wife of many years, his daughter Patty and son Paul.  Pray for their 
trust in our Lord and for his family to let God carry their worries. 

 
Elizabeth Brooks, mother of �Reverend Tom Brooks, Rector of All Saints Church in 

Pensacola, Florida, and �Chancellor of the Anglican Episcopal Church. Mrs. 
Brooks passed away the morning of 6 July 2012, at after a long illness at 0130 
EDT in Rochester, �New York. Thankfully, her son Tom was in attendance for her 
final illness� and at the time of her passing. She was born on 6 January 1920, and 
so was� 92 ½ years old.  Please pray for the repose of her soul, now safely in the 
arms of our Lord,� and for the strength and consolation of Tom and her other 
children. 
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Robert “Bob” M. Hall passed away the afternoon of 5 July 2012.  Bob, a lifelong follower 
of our Lord, left behind children, grandchildren and great grandchildren who are 
a testimony to his work here.  His family misses him, but rejoices in his freedom 
and happiness.  Please pray for their comfort as they deal with the temporary 
separation, in particular remember Elaine, his wife of 65 years, who will miss 
him dearly. 

 
Caroline, good friend of Sara Simmons, passed away on 5 July 2012, after a battle with 

lung cancer.  Please give thanks for her safe passing and comfort for her family 
and friends who of necessity remain behind. 

 
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 

been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 
Colonel Bud Day’s cancer has returned.  The outlook is not favorable.  Bud has been an 

inspiration to all of us for years, this changes nothing.  He is well at peace with 
our Lord and we all hope he stays with us for a while longer. 

 
Healing  
Lauralee Meade was in an automobile accident on Friday 3 August 2012, injuring her 

wrist and finger.  Please pray for her rapid and full recovery.  Her friend Michael 
broke his leg, four ribs and injured his face.  Please also pray for his rapid and 
full recovery.  Lauralee underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  
A further anomaly has been discovered and she had additional preventative 
radiation treatment.  Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray 
also Lauralee will maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 
Kevin Gerhart discovered cancer on his neck.  They have not found the primary site and 

his doctors are trying to find the source site.  In the mean time, he is undergoing 
radiation and chemotherapy.  Please pray for the medical team treating Kevin 
that they might pay attention, do their very best and find the source; that the 
treatment might be successful and he might live a long and healthy life to His 
honor and glory.  Pray also for trust in God and peace of mind for Kevin, his wife 
and family. 

 
Gil Garcia had surgery at the VA hospital in Long Beach.  The surgery was successful, 

they are predicting a 12 week recovery time.  Please pray for a rapid recovery for 
Gil, as well as peace of mind for Gil, his wife Mary and their family.  

 
Sylvia Lee, Sandra Lee’s mother, has progressive lumbar stenosis and sciatica, which is 

causing increasing pain in her back and weakness in her legs. Sylvia has already 
had mobility issues because of the strokes she had almost 20 years ago.  She uses 
a wheelchair and walker as it is.  Various pain pills and injections have not 
helped, so now it is time for a consultation with a surgeon. If this continues and 
Sylvia gets to the point where she can't walk or even stand, they will have to face 
moving out of the house they've lived in for 45 years.   Please pray for strength, 
healing and easing of pain for Sylvia and her family's continued faith and in God 
as the Great Physician. They pray for help to listen to God's voice and guidance 
through this journey together. 

 
Sara Simmons sustained a fractured right knee as the result of a fall on a slate patio.  She 
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is now in a leg brace, but is still challenged for mobility and undergoing physical 
therapy while trying to take care of her mom, her husband Bill and Caroline.  
Please pray for patience for Sara and her husband Bill, as well as rapid and 
complete healing. 

 
Bill, Sara’s husband, had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011.  This time the 

tumor was removed.  Bill is having difficulty keeping the doctor’s instructions, 
including taking a chemotherapy once a day for three years, radically decreasing 
the consumption of alcohol and eating properly, he is also having difficulty 
maintaining equilibrium, please pray for help for him to do all this.  Please pray 
also that Bill might turn his heart outward to help those around him, as well as 
live a long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for peace of 
mind for Bill and his wife Sara. 

 
Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) got a blood clot, which affected two of her fingers.  She 

underwent an angiogram which seemingly had the desired result and the 
Eveready Bunny rebounded once again.   Please pray a prayer of thanksgiving 
for the positive outcome and pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay and 
her family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 
Izaiah Urista (4) has a brain tumor.  He was playing with his older sister, Jade, at 

McDonald's when she noticed he wasn't using his right side to climb, etc. Jade 
took her brother to their mother after which they realized he couldn't lift his arm. 
They took him to the hospital where it was discovered he has a brain tumor. He 
will undergo about 18 months of chemo to see if the tumor will shrink. At this 
point they do not think they can do anything else for him.  Please pray for 
strength and guidance for Izaiah and his entire family, as well as provide 
guidance for medical treatment team. 

 
James L. Cavanah had surgery the afternoon of 10 February 2012, to remove two small 

but cancerous tumors.  James is a minister with the AOC in Savannah, Georgia.  
Please pray for his recovery and remission from the cancer.  Give thanks for the 
surgery and pray for both him and his family to allow God to carry their worries 
while he recovers. 

 
Dotty Valkenaar had successful surgery for a shoulder ligament problem on 28 February 

2012.  Physical therapy seems to be working, but is painful.  Please pray for 
continued recovery and peace of mind through trust in God for Dotty and Lew, 
her husband, as well as their entire family. 

 
Steve Sundberg had a heart attack after Easter.  After some time, the medical team 

treating him decided he was not a candidate for stents and a five-way heart by-
pass was performed the week of 6 June 2011.  Please pray for his complete 
recovery and for his three children and family who are very worried about him, 
pray also for his trust in our Lord and for both him and his family to let God 
carry their worries while he recovers. 

 
Matt Alcantara, age 15, has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal 

form of cancer with limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 
percent fatal in a couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks 
and swims!  Courage?  Guts? You bet!  On Tuesday Matt travels to Texas for his 
every four month bone scan, please pray for CLEAN!  Thanks be to God for the 
way things have gone.  Thanks also for the great faith of Matt and his entire 
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family.  Their faith and trust is a wonderful example for each and every one of 
us.  But, now is not the time to stop praying.  Actually, it never is the time to stop 
praying! 

 
Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 

Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
has worsened recently.  She is no longer able to stand, in fact she has a lot of 
trouble sitting upright. Judith is depressed and wants to go home to watch her 
birds, which given everything seems unlikely at present.  Please pray for her to 
take an active part in her own life, for her strength, peace of mind, trust in God 
and remission of the disease so she might return home to her family.  Pray also 
for strength for her husband Martin as he deals with all the problems and stress 
of Judith’s situation. 

 
Becky Madden is paralyzed from the neck down as the result of a tragic shooting 

accident.  Her husband is doing his best to take care of her; it is hard and he is 
learning the best he can.  Please pray for further recovery for Becky, as well as 
strength and guidance for her husband. 

 
Betty Macauley, Tim’s mom, fell and cracked her hip.  The surgeons were able to put a 

pin in the hip.  She made it home after a week of rehabilitation, which is a good 
sign. She is now walking with the aid of a walker around the house and 
wheelchair when out side of house.  Tim says she is tough and hanging in there, 
considering she was 92 in June.  Please pray for her to keep a good attitude and 
most important for trust in God to keep her moving while she is here. 

 
Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 

in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 
Obra Gray continues to take day by day.  Please continue to keep Obra in your prayers, 

and give him the strength of knowing the Lord is with him and will never 
forsake him. Obra needs security of what lies ahead of him, and only the Lord 
can grant the solace to answer his prayer. 

 
Guidance! 
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 

and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control. 

 
Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 
Hap and Ryan both ask you to pray they might be able to trust God will help them make 

the right decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those 
things they can change, accept those things they cannot change, sleep well to be 
able to do the correct things with a clear head and that they will open their hearts 
to the Holy Ghost. 

 
New Position 
Rev LTC Al Ryan has been appointed Deacon-In-Charge of the mission parish of St. 

Augustine of Canterbury Anglican Church, Anglican Church in America (ACA) 
parish in Old Orchard Beach, Maine.  It is a small but growing mission, which 
has been plagued by clergy change.  Al, the diocesan pilot, has been appointed 
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for one year, during which time he is to help them identify what their needs are 
for a vicar.  He has done this before and asks you to pray for God’s help one 
more time; not only for himself, but for the parish. 

 
Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Airman Donny Patton (Kadena AB, Japan), Jordan (USMC – Fleet Marine Force - 
Pacific), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 Boom Operator), Trevor (USN – Whidbey Island, EF-18 
Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Guam) 
 
Persecuted 
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 

Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 
Various Special Requests 
We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 

how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 

 
Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an 

opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families.  Please ask 
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others.  Help 
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first, 
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives. 

 
Question that only you can ask 
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how 
we operate?  Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought 
for the Day material.  Help us help you.  Please send your question to Hap so we all can 
get an answer.  Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean 
you are the only one who doesn’t know.  But, if you don’t ask, no one will know. 
 
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something 
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your 
point across.  While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not 
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion.  If 
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to 
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
 
Epistleers 
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either 
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you. 
 
 Date Reader  
 

 19 August 2012 Dru Arnold – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
 26 August 2012 Dru Arnold – Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
 2 September 2012 Dru Arnold – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 9 September 2012 Dru Arnold – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 16 September 2012 Dru Arnold – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 23 September 2012 Dru Arnold – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 30 September 2012 Dru Arnold – Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
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The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 
19 August 2012 – Eleventh Sunday after Trinity – Holy Communion - Service start time 
1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 
1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
26 August 2012 – Twelfth Sunday after Trinity – Morning Prayer - Service start time 
1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 
1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
2 September 2012 – Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity – Morning Prayer - Service start 
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); 
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
9 September 2012 – Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity – Morning Prayer - Service start 
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); 
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
16 September 2012 – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity – Holy Communion - Service start 
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); 
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 
25 September 2012 – Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity – Morning Prayer - Service start 
time 1000 (10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); 
Time 1000 (10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 


