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Faithful Centurion Anglican Orthodox Church 
 

 

The Fifth Sunday after Easter 
 commonly called Rogation Sunday 

Mothers Day  
Sunday Report 

 
 
Today was the Fifth Sunday after Easter, commonly called Rogation Sunday.  Sunrise 
temperature on Mount Olympus was a lovely 43°F under bright blue skies.  By the time 
church ended the mercury had climbed to 76°F under those same blue skies, with calm 
winds.  The almost perfect weather brought the customary 4 people to worship our 
Lord. 
 
Gathering Song 
Jack Arnold played Lord I lift Your Name on high for the gathering song.  
 
Lord I lift your name on high  
Lord I lift your name on high  
Lord I love to sing your praises  
I'm so glad you are in my life  
I'm so glad you came to save us. 
 

You came from heaven to earth, to show the way  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay  
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the 
sky  
Lord I lift your name on high.  

 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me, 
 

You came from heaven to earth, to show the way  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay  
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the 
sky  
Lord I lift your name on high.  

 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger, 
 

You came from heaven to earth, to show the way  
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay  
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky  
Lord I lift your name on high.  
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Rogation Sunday 
The fifth Sunday after Easter is commonly called Rogation Sunday from the words in 
the Gospel appointed for the day: "Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will 
give to you". (The Latin is 'Rogare' - to ask.) In the strictly biblical context, the chief 
thing to ask for is the spirit of God to enable us to be true children of God.   
 
In the Western Church, processions to bless the crops and to include "beating the 
bounds", developed from the o1d Roman rites of "Robigalia" ("robigo": Latin for "rust" 
or "mould"), when prayers would be offered to the deity for crops to be spared from 
mildew.   
 
Today the emphasis has shifted. A blessing on growing crops in fields and gardens, and 
on young lambs and calves remain.  In the agricultural cycle, the main themes are seed 
sowing and the tending of the young plants and animals. This does not pre-suppose 
that all sowing takes place around Rogation.  Sowing is done all the year round, as does 
the birth and rearing of the young.  It is convenient to fix on one particular festival the 
time to remember these before God in a public way. 
 
In the Northern Hemisphere, Rogation Sunday takes place in the springtime, when 
there is a renewing of the earth. In this country, it follows Easter, the season of 
resurrection. Renewal and resurrection therefore are also underlying themes of this 
occasion. 
 
Before we go on, a little on mothers 
On this Mother’s Day, it is very easy for us to look back at our mother’s life and think of 

all the things we like about our mother.  We 
like, it is all about our mother and what she did 
for us.  The pivotal thought seems to be us.  It is 
not about us, our / us is merely an adjective to 
describe a particular mother.  For motherhood 
is about self-sacrifice.  Putting the child’s 
welfare above that of the mother. 
 
The love of the mother for her children comes 
with a price.  The price paid is not without 
return.  Most young soldiers who die in battle, 
die with a call to their mother on their lips. 
 
What did your mom chose?  An extra child or 
an extra home or trailer?  Your schooling, or her 
vacation without you?  Dental work for you or 
a new car for her?  Shoes for you or a fancy 
dress for her? 
 
Jesus commanded us to follow Him, He who 
put our lives before His.  Who on this earth 
does this more consistently than mothers? 
 

Saint James tells us in his Epistle, “Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only.” Who 
on this earth does this more consistently than mothers? 
 

As Christians we need to uphold and recognize the example of sacrifice in motherhood 
so that we might understand the sacrifice made by God on our behalf in Jesus’ death for 
our sin. 
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Propers 
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible.  There is a 
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the re-
founding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer, 
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.   
 
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening 
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various 
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament.  The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer, 
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one 
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by 
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker. 
 
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with 
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead, 
except in a White Season, where it is put off.  Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the 
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days.  Most of the Red Letter Feasts 
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to 
special events.  Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be 
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.  
 
The Propers for today are found on Page 175-176, with the Collect first: 
 

The Collect for The Fifth Sunday after Easter,  
commonly called Rogation Sunday. 

The Collect. 
 

 LORD, from whom all good things do come; Grant to us thy humble servants, that 
by thy holy inspiration we may think those things that are good, and by thy 

merciful guiding may perform the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Ryan Hopkins read the Epistle which came from the First Chapter of the General Epistle 
of Saint James beginning at the Twenty-Second Verse. 
Saint James tells us not to just talk about being 
Christians, but to act on those beliefs and do things.  We 
act in accordance with the principles set forth by Christ.  
We gain our salvation through the freely given gift of 
Grace by our Lord Jesus Christ.   Once given, and 
accepted; if we truly accept the gift, it will be evident in 
our actions. 
 
St. James reminds us we not only must: 
 

! Talk the Talk; 
       but 

! Walk the Walk. 
 
We do not gain eternal life and salvation by our good 
works here on earth, but only by the Grace of God, 
through His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Through 
Christ our sins are atoned for that we might go to heaven.  True enough, but we 
demonstrate our attempt to follow his instructions by our works here on earth. 

O 
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E ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if 
any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and 

straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect 
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. If any man among you seem to be religious, 
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 
Deacon Striker Jack Arnold read today’s Holy Gospel came from the Sixteenth Chapter 
of the Gospel according to Saint John beginning at the Twenty-Third Verse. Jesus told 
his disciples that when they pray to the 
Father, they should ask in His Name and 
what they asked for would be given.  But, 
you must ask to receive.  Jesus told us not 
to ask Him to pray to the Father, but rather 
that we pray directly to the Father, asking 
for what we will in His name, because God 
loves us because we love Jesus.  This 
explains why many of our prayers end in, 
“we ask all this in the name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ,” or similar words.  
So, if we are to if we are not to ask Jesus to 
pray for us, why would we ask “saints” 
and such.   We can talk directly to God and 
we are supposed to! 
 
Jesus went on to say the forces of this 
world would scatter the disciples, they 
would be alone in the world.  Yet like 
Jesus, they would not be abandoned by all; 
He would be with them, as would the Father.  For as always, the Father is with them, as 
He is with Him; as He is with us. 
 

ERILY, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he 
will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full. These things have I spoken unto you in 

proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I 
shall shew you plainly of the Father. At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: for the Father himself loveth you, because 
ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. I came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. His 
disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. Now 
are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: 
by this we believe that thou camest forth from God. Jesus answered them, Do ye now 
believe? Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every 
man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is 
with me. These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  

B 

V 
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Sermon – Time and Action 
Today’s sermon brought the Collect, Epistle and Gospel together and is partly 

contained in the forewords above.   
 
We are in the Easter Season which consists 
of Easter and the following four Sundays, 
until we get to Rogation Sunday.  This is a 
time we should work on centering our 
lives on the central figure in our religion, 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Consider these words from the Collect: 
 
… by thy holy inspiration we may think 
those things that are good, and by thy 
merciful guiding may perform the same … 
 
As we near the Ascension and thus 

Pentecost and the arrival of the Holy Ghost, we ask for God’s “holy inspiration we may 
think those things that are good”, that is to say help from the Holy Ghost so we might 
direct our souls to the things we cannot see as good without His Help.   Once we see 
them, we need His “merciful guiding may perform the same…”.  After all, what good is 
it to know what we should do, if we won’t, can’t or don’t do it? 
 
That brings us right to Saint James’ point, we gain our salvation through the freely 
given gift of Grace by our Lord Jesus Christ.   Once given, it must be accepted.  If we 
truly accept the gift, it will be evident in our actions.  If you are going to be a Christian, 
the key is right there – BE.  Being requires action, not just diction.  If you are going to be 
a Christian, what you say is of little import to what you DO.  Do your actions reflect 
God’s image or that of the other guy?  Who do you put first?  Pretty basic questions that 
often we don’t like the answer to. 
 
We find a lot of help in John’s words, he give us insight into things that none of the 
other disciples do.  We need help.  We pray for help.  So, what about prayer?  Let’s start 
with who do we pray to?  
 
Jesus is pretty clear.  Don’t pray to Him, pray to God.  Feel free to use His Name.  Pray 
to God in His Name.  He tells us God loves us because we love Jesus.   But, pray to God. 
 
If that is the case, seems like it pretty much rules out praying to Saint Bob, does it not? 
 
So, pray to God, ask for what you want in Jesus Name.  He always listens and He 
always delivers.  The problem for us is that what He delivers is what we need, not 
necessarily what we want. 
 
Need and want, they are both four letter words, oft used interchangeably, which do not 
mean the same thing. 
 
God’s Will is always done, we just don’t understand.  Accept what happens as 
acceptable, so long as you have done all you can.  In the end, all that counts is where 
you go when you leave here.  That depends on your actions in following Jesus’ 
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instructions.  If you believe, you are safe.  Now and forever. 
 

! Talk the Talk; 
       AND 

! Walk the Walk. 
 
It is an uphill trail.  The easy downhill trail does not lead to the summit. 
 
Bishop Ogles’ Sermon 
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes.  Today is one of those 
Sundays.  Today’s sermon comes from Ezekial.  
You might ask yourself, what does that have to do 
with the lectionary and the Easter season?  Read it 
and find out, I personally guarantee it will be well 
worth your time!  
 
If you don’t take anything else from Bishop Jerry’s 
fine work, remember this: 
 
Wherever Christ is, there will also be the Holy 
Spirit. If Christ is in our hearts, the Holy Spirit will 
take possession and drive out the spirits of lust, 
greed, and deception.  We come to obey God, not 
through the compulsion of legality and Laws 
engraved on Tables of Stone, but out of that Law of 
Love that is written in Crimson on the soft sinews 
of our hearts. Not only will we avoid doing evil 
(keep my judgments), but we will not commit, as the General Confession states, sins of 
omission by seeking good to do toward others. 
 
Sermon Notes 
Rogation Sunday 
13 May 2012 Anno Domini 
  

The Collect for The Fifth Sunday after Easter,  
commonly called Rogation Sunday. 

The Collect. 
 

 LORD, from whom all good things do come; Grant to us thy humble servants, that 
by thy holy inspiration we may think those things that are good, and by thy 

merciful guiding may perform the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
  
    25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you 
an heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will also save you from all 
your uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. 
30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no 
more reproach of famine among the heathen. 31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and 
your doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities 

O 
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and for your abominations. 32 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known 
unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel. 33 Thus saith the 
Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you 
to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. 34 And the desolate land shall be tilled, 
whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 35 And they shall say, This land that 
was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are 
become fenced, and are inhabited. 36 Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know 
that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the LORD have 
spoken it, and I will do it. 37 Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be enquired of by the 
house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. 38 As the holy flock, 
as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: 
and they shall know that I am the LORD. (Ezek 36:25-38) 
  
     Have you ever tried to clean a really filthy basin by starting on the outside? Which is 
more important for our health, the cleanliness of the outside of the basin or the inside? 
If we start by cleaning the outside first, we may find that the outside will become just as 
soiled as before when we begin cleaning the inside later. If a plumbing fixture in our 
house is clogged, do we clean the outside and surrounding environment first, or do we 
unclog the fixture first and then clean the outside? 
 
     God works in the same way – he cleans our hearts so that the outside may be cleaned 
with the sprinkling of water. By the outward sprinkling of water shall the outward sign 
of cleansing be made. That inward, spiritual grace of the Sacrament occurs in the heart. 
The whole being of man, as well as his eternal destiny depends more on the condition 
of his heart than does the life of his body.  When God abides in our hearts, there will be 
left no room for idols or perversions.    25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. 26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 
The old, malicious and legal heart of stone must be replaced by a heart of tender flesh. 
What does this mean to the Christian? How do we receive this new Spirit and this new 
Heart? 
 
     We receive this New Heart by genuinely professing a true faith and belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We must know, by faith, that He has died in payment of our sin debt, that 
He was buried and rose again on the third day, and that He sits on the right hand of 
God the Father to make constant intercession on our behalf.  It is our faith and our 
believing that will open the DOOR (Jesus Christ) of the Sheepfold to us. Our faith 
cannot be fickle if it is to be saving. It must be a somber and earnest faith that Christ is 
Savior, Redeemer, Lord, and King of our lives. He will be a God of the Sunday Lord's 
Day only, but the Lord of the continual seven-days-a-week Sabbath.   27 And I will put 
my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them. Wherever Christ is, there will also be the Holy Spirit. If Christ 
is in our hearts, the Holy Spirit will take possession and drive out the spirits of lust, 
greed, and deception.  We come to obey God, not through the compulsion of legality 
and Laws engraved on Tables of Stone, but out of that Law of Love that is written in 
Crimson on the soft sinews of our hearts. Not only will we avoid doing evil (keep my 
judgments), but we will not commit, as the General Confession states, sins of omission 
by seeking good to do toward others. 
 
     28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my 
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people, and I will be your God. Which land…Canaan? No, not at all. He will give us 
that land which Moses entered from atop the heights of Mt. Nebo. Moses looked over 
into Canaan, but was taken to be with God instead of going to Canaan. The next time 
Moses appears in Scripture, he is on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus and Elijah. 
This is a beautiful illustration of the complete Word of God. Elijah represents the 
Prophets and Moses the Law. Both together represent the whole of the Old Testament. 
Christ represents the consummation of the  long thirsted after Purpose of God by 
crowning both the Law and the Prophets with the Grace and Mercy of His Person. The 
Law and the Prophets are not separate from Christ, but are an integral part of His 
revelation in the fullness of the Scriptures. The old school was given to teach us to know 
our frailty and depravity. They both prepared the hearts of man for the coming Savior 
who would redeem us from those frailties of a sinful nature. 
 
     29 I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and 
will increase it, and lay no famine upon you. 30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, 
and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine among the 
heathen. Do you, or do you not belief, that Christ is the Lord of the Harvest? We cannot 
wash our robes as the NIV version claims in Revelation 22:14 - "Blessed are those who 
wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the 
gates into the city." (Rev 22:14) (NIV) Only God can wash us, and only Christ can 
provide that White Robe of Righteousness typified by the returning prodigal's father. 
 God will call for the Harvest and increase our yields by the same Voice that spoke 
Light into existence on the first day of Creation. He will forestall the famine and 
pestilence from afflicting our fields. He will make our way straight and not narrow. 
 
     31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, 
and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your 
abominations. This is the dawn of first-light in the soul called to God – to recognize, 
with tears of repentance, their true natures that have been at enmity to God. It is 
important – very important – that we remember from what swamps of sin from which 
we have been drawn out. It is important that we despise our sins and our complicity 
with it. We have looked at the murderous Cain, the adulterous and murderous King 
David, the treachery of Judas, the profligacy of Herod – and we have seen ourselves as 
if by looking in a mirror. That mirror is the Word of God. It reveals our total 
hopelessness without a Redeemer. 
 
      32 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known unto you: be 
ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel. God does not act to 
amend our characters and redeem our souls for the benefit of the sinful soul that we are 
at the Calling, but of the virtuous character that the former thief, robber, liar, murderer 
and adulterer may acquire through the efficacious working of God's Holy Spirit. 
Thankfully, god never beholds us as what we currently are, but what we may become 
under the comforting and gentle influence of His Holy Spirit. 
 
     Though these passages have a reference to that fallen Israel of the Old Testament, it 
has an even more relevant meaning to that new Israel of Promise expressed in Romans, 
Galatians, and other parts of NT Scripture. That new Israel is the same Israel to which 
Abraham laid claim all the way back in Genesis. 
 
     33 Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your 
iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. 
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34 And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that 
passed by. 35 And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden 
of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are 
inhabited. Though the Jewish nation-state of modern Israel has reclaimed land that has 
lain in waste for centuries, the state does not meet the descriptive marks of the Israel of 
God – neither racially nor nationally. There is no place on earth today that can compare 
with the Garden of Eden. The desolate and ruined cities are still desolate and lie in 
ruins. The miracle of that nation which claims God as its Lord will certainly produce a 
greater wealth of faith and virtue than that war-torn little acre in the Middle East. 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for 
his own inheritance. (Psalms 33:12) If we attempt to force any description of the people 
of God other than those who have believed and accepted the Promise, we labor in vain. 
God's people are not a people of a certain race or nationally, but those who have 
received the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior.  Neither give heed to fables and endless 
genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so 
do. (1 Tim 1:4) and But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and 
strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain. (Titus 3:9) 
 
      In the process of blessing His people, either nationally (as in the great history of the 
once-Godly nation), or individually, the unbelievers are always amazed at our resilience 
and joy in peace as well as in moments of trial. 36 Then the heathen that are left round 
about you shall know that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was 
desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it.  He blesses always, without 
distinction of race, that nation bearing the fruits of righteousness. Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 
(Psalms 33:12) All peoples of the earth – Jews, Gentiles, blacks, whites, Asians, Indians, 
men, women – all have had the DOOR opened to the redeeming blood of Christ. 
 
     37 Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, 
to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. It is to be prayed and 
hoped for that God will bring the modern Jewish nation into the fold of believers. But it 
is not consistent with the nature and Word of God to bring them into God's fold as a 
people who cling to the legal system of ancient days, or sacrifice lambs and bulls for a 
remission of sin. When they ACCEPT, and not REJECT, Christ, they have assurance of 
being reconciled to God. In remonstrating with the rulers of Israel in the Temple, Jesus 
was clear in His warning to them: Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. (Matt 21:43) 
What nation? ANY nation that bears the fruits of the Gospel faith. 
 
      38 As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the 
waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD. 
Thus shall the Lord bring to pass His Kingdom in the Latter Day.  The waste cities shall, 
indeed, be filled wherever the Gospel of Christ is preached and received by the people 
of that land.  The vast stretches of prairie and meadow of America lay in waste for 
centuries until a people, bearing the cross of Christ, came seeking religious liberty. Then 
were the waste places filled and the land knew the Lord. Such a prosperous people 
were never before known in the world, nor since that Godly nation dominated the 
continent. Can we restore the Bright Hope of Liberty? The same can happen to any 
people until such time as the Lord draws the curtain of time down on our human 
undertakings. 
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Having read Bishop Jerry’s Sermon, consider this prayer: 
The following prayer for our country is found on Page 36 of the Book of Common 
Prayer.  Please reflect on how we would be doing as a country if we each did our best to 
follow the prayer and reflect on how your personal life would be if you did your best in 
your very own life to follow the prayer’s direction. 
 
For Our Country. BCP 36 

LMIGHTY God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage; We humbly 
beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy 
favour and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honourable industry, sound 

learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride 
and arrogancy, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one 
united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue 
with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience 
to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of 
prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our 
trust in thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
New Nametags 
We had no new nametags today. 
 
After Church Hospitality 
We had special after church snacks.  Our Epistleer Ryan Hopkins is leaving for 
Dillsburg, Pennsylvania to study dressage for a year early the morning of 20 May 2012.  
This is his last Sunday with us for a year!  We will miss him!  Ryan wanted to make sure 
that we would remember him, so he killed the fatted dog nut and brought special 
Mothers Day flowers; beautiful yellow roses: 
 

 

A 
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After church goodies providers as currently signed up: 
 
 Date Name 
 20 May 2012 Opportunity Available – Sunday after the Ascension 
 27 May 2012 Opportunity Available – Whitsunday or Pentecost – 

Memorial Day Weekend 
 3 June 2012 Opportunity Available – Trinity Sunday 
 10 June 2012 Opportunity Available – First Sunday after Trinity 
 17 June 2012 Opportunity Available – Second Sunday after Trinity 
 24 June 2012 Opportunity Available – Third Sunday after Trinity 
 1 July 2012 Opportunity Available – Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
 
People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/  
 
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity. 
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to 
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help, 
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might 
do God's work. 
 
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our 
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the 
blessings we have been granted. 
 
Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful 
Centurion to be prayed for? 
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for 
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you 
want help from God, you are our kind of people. 
 
What is the commitment from the prayer team? 
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day. 
 
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list? 
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru - 
dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer 
card at church. 
 
What should I ask for? 
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills 
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have 
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is 
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples, 
see the list below. 
 
Updating the Team 
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us 
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or 
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their 
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks! 
 
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at 
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the 
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prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that 
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for 
them. 

 
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have 
changed, please let us know.  We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and 
most important to give thanks! 
 
 

Travel 
Ryan and David Hopkins are on travel to Dillsburg, Pennsylvania. 
 

Mona Mukerji traveled from England to Pakistan recently, in order to commemorate the 
opening of a church she and her extended family had built in the town of 
Stunzabad, Pakistan, a very volatile area.  Also, Mona's brother was a very, very 
renowned priest or bishop, in Lahore until he passed away.  This family is 
heavily involved in uplifting Christians in Pakistan; as we know, they have their 
work cut out for them.  God bless them and keep them safe. 

 

Move 
The Thomas Family is on a short tour assignment in Guam for the next 18 months.  Please 

pray for the assignment to continue to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the 
kids to make new friends.  In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will 
develop good friends and school mates there so as to further their development 
as both Christians and citizens.  Things seem to be going well where the sun rises 
on the United States, so keep praying!  Give thanks and ask for continued good 
developments. 

 
Birthday 
Laurel Bessesen celebrates her 89th birthday on 26 April 2012. 
 
Homebound or Infirm 
Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally.  On 30 

January 2012, she broke her hip and had a partial hip replacement.  Please pray 
for a rapid recovery for her, as well as peace of mind for her and the ability for 
both Sara and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so 
they can deal with the many problems involved.  

 
Departed 
Arthur Gregr, father of Brett Gregr, passed away on 16 March 2012. Please give thanks 

for his life here and pray for peace of mind and trust in God for his family who 
remain behind, in particular his son Brett. 

 

Jackson Babcock, father of Hope DeLong, passed away on 14 March 2012. Please give 
thanks for his life here and pray for peace of mind and trust in God for his family 
who remain behind, in particular his daughters Lisa, Faith and Hope. 

 

In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan 
Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have 

been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.  
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay.  Please 
pray for them and their families. 

 
 

Healing  
Sylvia Lee, Sandra Lee’s mother, has progressive lumbar stenosis and sciatica, which is 

causing increasing pain in her back and weakness in her legs. Sylvia has already 
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had mobility issues because of the strokes she had almost 20 years ago.  She uses 
a wheelchair and walker as it is.  Various pain pills and injections have not 
helped, so now it is time for a consultation with a surgeon. If this continues and 
Sylvia gets to the point where she can't walk or even stand, they will have to face 
moving out of the house they've lived in for 45 years.   Please pray for strength, 
healing and easing of pain for Sylvia and her family's continued faith and in God 
as the Great Physician. They pray for help to listen to God's voice and guidance 
through this journey together. 

  
Sara Simmons sustained fractured right knee as the result of a fall on a slate patio.  It was 

only a four inch drop, but it resulted in her being in a splint from hip to lower 
calf.  Her knee will immobilized for 4-6 weeks with no weight bearing, though 
she has crutches.  Please pray for patience for Sara and her husband Bill, as well 
as rapid and complete healing. 

 
Kristyna Thomas sustained a cervical strain in a boating accident in Guam.  Please pray 

for a quick and complete resolution. 
 
Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) got a blood clot, which affected two of her fingers.  She 

underwent an angiogram which seemingly had the desired result and the 
Eveready Bunny rebounded once again.   Please pray a prayer of thanksgiving 
for the positive outcome and pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay and 
her family.  Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude. 

 

Izaiah Urista (4) has a brain tumor.  He was playing with his older sister, Jade, at 
McDonald's when she noticed he wasn't using his right side to climb, etc. Jade 
took her brother to their mother after which they realized he couldn't lift his arm. 
They took him to the hospital where it was discovered he has a brain tumor. He 
will undergo about 18 months of chemo to see if the tumor will shrink. At this 
point they do not think they can do anything else for him.  Please pray for 
strength and guidance for Izaiah and his entire family, as well as provide 
guidance for medical treatment team. 

  

James L. Cavanah had surgery the afternoon of 10 February 2012, to remove two small 
but cancerous tumors.  James is a minister with the AOC in Savannah, Georgia.  
Please pray for his recovery and remission from the cancer.  Give thanks for the 
surgery and pray for both him and his family to allow God to carry their worries 
while he recovers. 

 

Bill Aitken had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011.  This time the tumor 
was removed.  The surgeon said pathology indicates the tumor with all margins 
os out, along with a few lymph nodes and fatty tissue. The tumor is an 
intermediary (risk) sarcoma, but should not come back. Please pray that Bill 
might live a long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God.  Pray also for 
peace of mind for Bill and his wife Sara. 

 

Gil Garcia is back in the VA hospital trying to get a grip on his skin.  Give him a call at 
(909) 499-3665.  Please pray for peace of mind for Gil and his wife Mary.  

 

Dotty Valkenaar had successful surgery for a shoulder ligament problem on 28 February 
2012.  Physical therapy seems to be working, but is painful.  Please pray for 
continued recovery and peace of mind through trust in God for Dotty and Lew, 
her husband, as well as their entire family. 

 

Morris Martin, 91, has had multiple bouts of pneumonia and lost his ability to swallow; 
he is still trying to regain his ability to swallow.  Morris was back in the hospital 
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over Easter as the result of an inadvertent aspiration.  He is back in the nursing 
home and gaining strength.  He has a great attitude and trust in God.  Pray for 
continued gain of strength and peace of mind for Morris and his family, in 
particular his son Paul.  Pray for his trust in our Lord and for both him and his 
family to let God carry their worries while he recovers. 

 

Steve Sundberg had a heart attack after Easter.  After some time, the medical team 
treating him decided he was not a candidate for stents and a five-way heart by-
pass was performed the week of 6 June 2011.  Please pray for his complete 
recovery and for his three children and family who are very worried about him, 
pray also for his trust in our Lord and for both him and his family to let God 
carry their worries while he recovers. 

 

Matt Alcantara, age 15, has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal 
form of cancer with limited treatment options.  This is a disease that is about 90 
percent fatal in a couple of years.  He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks 
and swims!  Courage?  Guts? You bet!  Matt just came back from his what is now 
every four month bone scan – CLEAN!  Thanks be to God for the way things 
have gone.  Thanks also for the great faith of Matt and his entire family.  Their 
faith and trust is a wonderful example for each and every one of us.  But, now is 
not the time to stop praying.  Actually, it never is the time to stop praying! 

 

Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS).  She is currently in Laurel 
Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia.  Judith's condition 
seems stable a present, although the medication levels have been increased.  
Please pray for her to take an active part in her own life, for her strength, peace 
of mind, trust in God and remission of the disease so she might return home to 
her family.  Pray also for strength for her husband Martin as he deals with all the 
problems and stress of Judith’s situation. 

  

Becky Madden is paralyzed from the neck down as the result of a tragic shooting 
accident.  She has made it home and to church in a new donated magic 
wheelchair.  Please pray for further recovery for Becky, as well as strength and 
guidance for each of those involved. 

 

Betty Macauley, Tim’s mom, fell and cracked her hip.  The surgeons were able to put a 
pin in the hip.  She made it home after a week of rehabilitation, which is a good 
sign. She is now walking with the aid of a walker around the house and 
wheelchair when out side of house.  Tim says she is tough and hanging in there, 
considering she will be 92 in June.  Tim will be heading up to see her for a few 
days in April.  Please pray for her rapid recovery and for a good attitude and 
most important for trust in God to keep her moving while she is here. 

 

Lauralee underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving.  A further anomaly 
has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation treatment.  
Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer.  Pray also Lauralee will 
maintain her great attitude and trust in God. 

 

Luca, 5 years old, from our church family in Perth, Western Australia, who has just been 
diagnosed with leukemia. And for his Mum and Dad and extended family. 

 

Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor 
in his lungs.  The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston.  Please 
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his 
family. 

 

Obra Gray continues to take day by day.  Please continue to keep Obra in your prayers, 
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and give him the strength of knowing the Lord is with him and will never 
forsake him. Obra needs security of what lies ahead of him, and only the Lord 
can grant the solace to answer his prayer. 

 
  
Guidance! 
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family 

and life.  Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those 
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do 
everything and can only change those things within her control. 

 

Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace. 
 

Hap and Ryan both ask you to pray they might be able to trust God will help them make 
the right decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those 
things they can change, accept those things they cannot change, sleep well to be 
able to do the correct things with a clear head and that they will open their hearts 
to the Holy Ghost. 

 

Armed Forces & Contractors! 
Airman Donny Patton (Kadena AB, Japan), Jordan (USMC – 29 Palms), Trevor (USAF - KC-10 
Boom Operator), Trevor (USN – Whidbey Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Guam) 
 

Persecuted 
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from 

Hindus and others in India.  Also, they are under continual attack in the name of 
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively 
atheist or pro-devil buddy.  Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all 
persecuted Christians and those around them. 

 

Thanksgiving 
Ruby June Hauf, young daughter of Jerod and Amy (grandson of Lew and Dotty 

Valkenaar) had successful surgery for a large growth on her liver.  All seems 
well. Please give thanks for the successful result and quick recovery. 

 

Various Special Requests 
We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into 

how you might make the lives of your friends and family better.  Remember 
helping others is not just those who you don’t know! 

 
 

Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an 
opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families.  Please ask 
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others.  Help 
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first, 
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives. 

 
Last Words 
John André (2 May 1750 – 2 October 1780) was a British Army officer hanged as a spy 
during the American War of Independence. This was due to an incident in which he 
attempted to assist Benedict Arnold's attempted surrender of the fort at West Point, 
New York to the British.  
 
While Major Andre' was awaiting his execution, he seems to have given serious thought 
to eternal matters. Doubtless he recalled his early training given him by his Huguenot 
parents who had found spiritual refuge in England. Until he faced death, Andre' had 
lived the usual social life of an army officer -- one continuous whirl of gay functions, 
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but his capture and trial changed all of that. Death for him was but a matter of days. 
In repentance and faith, he turned to that blessed One who had long before said, "Him 
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." -- John 6:37 Major Andre' found there 
was amazing grace even for him, and he tasted the fruits of conversion -- joy and peace 
in believing after full repentance. This is set forth wonderfully in his own words in a 
poem, "My Hiding Place," found in his pocket after he was hanged at Tappan, New 
York, October 2, 1780. Here is the poem. 
 
 

My Hiding Place 
Hail, sovereign love, which first began 
The scheme to rescue fallen man! 
Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace, 
Which gave my soul a Hiding Place 
 
Against the God who built the sky 
I fought with hands uplifted high -- 
Despised the mention of His grace, 
Too proud to seek a Hiding Place. 
 
Enwrapt in thick Egyptian night, 
And fond of darkness more than light, 
Madly I ran the sinful race, 
Secure -- without a Hiding Place! 
 
But thus the eternal counsel ran: 
Almighty love, arrest that man! 
I felt the arrows of distress, 
And found I had no Hiding Place. 
 
Indignant Justice stood in view; 
To Sinai's fiery mount I flew; 
But Justice cried with frowning face, 
This mountain is no Hiding Place! 
 
Ere long a heavenly voice I heard, 
And mercy's angel soon appeared: 
He led me, with a beaming face 
To JESUS as a Hiding Place. 
 
On Him almighty vengeance fell, 
Which must have sunk a world to hell! 
He bore it for a sinful race, 
And thus became our Hiding Place. 
 
Should sevenfold storms of thunder roll, 
And shake this globe from pole to pole, 
No thunderbolt shall daunt my face, 
For Jesus is my Hiding Place. 
 
A few more setting suns at most 
Shall land me on that glorious coast, 
Where I shall sing the song of grace, 
And see my glorious Hiding Place! 
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Question that only you can ask 
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how 
we operate?  Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought 
for the Day material.  Help us help you.  Please send your question to Hap so we all can 
get an answer.  Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean 
you are the only one who doesn’t know.  But, if you don’t ask, no one will know. 
 
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something 
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your 
point across.  While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not 
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion.  If 
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to 
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org. 
 
Epistleers 
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either 
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you. 
 

 Date Reader  
 

 17 May 2012 Ryan Hopkins – Ascension Day 
 20 May 2012 Dru Arnold – Sunday after the Ascension 
 27 May 2012 Dru Arnold – Whitsunday – Pentecost 
 3 June 2012 Dru Arnold – Trinity Sunday 
 
The near future, as well as Next Sunday 
 

17 May 2012 – Ascension Day– Evening Prayer - Service start time 1830 (6:30 pm); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

20 May 2012 – Sunday after the Ascension – Holy Communion - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

27 May 2012 – Whitsunday - Pentecost – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 
am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 
am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

3 June 2012 – Trinity Sunday – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 (10:00 am); 
welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 (10:00 am); 
Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

10 June 2012 – First Sunday after Trinity – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

17 June 2012 – Second Sunday after Trinity – Holy Communion - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

23 June 2012 – Third Sunday after Trinity – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
 

30 June 2012 – Fourth Sunday after Trinity – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000 
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000 
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA 
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Our Epistleer Ryan Hopkins is leaving for Dillsburg, Pennsylvania to study dressage for 
a year early the morning of 20 May 2012.  He and his father will be driving there, 
making a bit of a holiday on the way.  This is his last Sunday with us for a year!  We 
will miss him. 

 

 


