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Today was Palm Sunday, the Sunday next before Easter, one of the bookends of Holy
Week. Our sunrise temperature on Mount Olympus was a nice 35°F under rainy
overcast skies. We had a bit of snow overnight, but it did not stick. It was pretty nice
weather if you were an Arctic Tern and brought the customary four people to church.
Gathering Song
Jack Arnold played Amazing Grace for the gathering
song.
Amazing Grace
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind, but now I see.
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!
Thro' many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home.
When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.
We try to pick our gathering songs to have a
wonderful message, be easy to sing and suitable for
guitar accompaniment. Amazing Grace seems to be
particularly applicable to Palm Sunday, considering
the week ahead.
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Palm Sunday
The name Palm Sunday comes from the palm leaves, along with clothing and other
honors strewn along Jesus’ path as He
came in to Jerusalem the first day of the
week before His crucifixion. Of interest,
only Jesus knew of the upcoming
crucifixion, every one else, including Jews,
Romans and the Christians, thought he
was making a triumphant entrance in to
the city to take control of things and kick
the Roman occupation force out. The
moon was almost full, this was the year of
the Messiah according to Daniel. Jesus
chose the route into the city, through the
King’s Gate. The people saw Him coming
and met him at the Mount of Olives. They
expected Him to come in and proclaim
His rule. And that He did, but not in the
way the people were looking for. Those
who thought of Him as Lord looked for a Kingdom of this World to be established.
Sunday was a day of triumph and fulfilled the anticipation of the Jews of a day for
which they had waited four centuries. The Messiah had finally come, at the time
predicted by scripture. They were certain that He would free them from the
burdensome and cruel yoke of Roman rule. The Jews would finally be on top of the
power pyramid. They would rule the world under Him! Yet, that was not to be. The
day in the temple! Holy Cow! Here their savior was throwing people out of the
temple, not throwing the Romans out of Jerusalem. They were sad to learn He came not
to rule this world, for that time was not yet come; He came to give them the key to
eternal salvation. He came to take them from this veil of tears to a state of perfect
freedom. They wanted someone to throw the Romans out and all God sent them was
the key to eternal life. What a disappointment!
Propers
Each Sunday there are Propers: special prayers and readings from the Bible. There is a
Collect for the Day; that is a single thought prayer, most written either before the refounding of the Church of England in the 1540s or written by Bishop Thomas Cranmer,
the first Archbishop of Canterbury after the re-founding.
The Collect for the Day is to be read on Sunday and during Morning and Evening
Prayer until the next Sunday. The Epistle is normally a reading from one of the various
Epistles, or letters, in the New Testament. The Gospel is a reading from one of the Holy
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Collect is said by the minister as a prayer,
the Epistle can be read by either a designated reader (as we do in our church) or by one
of the ministers and the Holy Gospel, which during the service in our church is read by
an ordained minister or our Deacon Striker.
The propers are the same each year, except if a Red Letter Feast, that is one with
propers in the prayerbook, falls on a Sunday, then those propers are to be read instead,
except in a White Season, where it is put off. Red Letter Feasts, so called because in the
Altar Prayerbooks the titles are in red, are special days. Most of the Red Letter Feasts
are dedicated to early saints instrumental in the development of the church, others to
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special events. Some days are particularly special and the Collect for that day is to be
used for an octave (eight days) or an entire season, like Advent or Lent.
The Propers for today are found on Page 134-137, with the Collect first:

The Sunday next before Easter, commonly called
Palm Sunday.
The Collect.

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast
sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer
death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great humility;
Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
¶ This Collect is to be said every day, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Good Friday.

And due to the rubric, the Collect for the Day is followed by the Collect for Ash
Wednesday, which is found on Page 124:

The first day of Lent, commonly called
Ash Wednesday.

A

The Collect.

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost
forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; Create and make in us new and
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wretchedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
¶ This Collect is to be said every day in Lent, after the Collect appointed for the day, until Palm Sunday.

Ryan Hopkins read the Epistle for today, which came from Paul’s letter to the
Philippians, starting at the Fifth Verse of the
Second Chapter.
Paul reminds us that if Christ, the Son of
God, was obedient to God, we should so be.
Also, as a result of that obedience, God hath
given Jesus the name to which all of earth
should bow.

L

et this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form
of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: but made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: and being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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This morning’s Gospel comes from the Gospel of Saint Matthew, starting at the First
Verse of the Twenty-Seventh Chapter and tells the story of Jesus’ trial, crucifixion and
death. The Gospel was read by in parts, with Hap as the Reader, Jack as Jesus and
Judas, Ryan as Pontius Pilate, Dru as Mrs. Pilate. We all read the Crowd part together.
The normally powerful Gospel seems even more powerful when read as a play, so to
speak. The crowd’s part is very hard to read as it reminds us of our dark side. If you
did not make it to church today, please find someone to read this with in parts. It is an
uncomfortable experience that you nonetheless should not miss.

Gospel of Saint Matthew

starting at the First Verse of the Twenty-Seventh Chapter
Reader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew: When the
morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against
Jesus to put him to death: And when they had bound him, they led him away, and
delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. Then Judas, which had betrayed him,
when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saying,
Judas: I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood.
Reader: And they said,
Crowd: What is that to us? see thou to that.
Reader: And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and
hanged himself. And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said,
Crowd: It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of
blood.
Reader: And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury
strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. Then was
fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty
pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel
did value; And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me. And Jesus
stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying,
Pilate: Art thou the King of the Jews?
Reader: And Jesus said unto him,
Jesus: Thou sayest.
Reader: And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.
Then said Pilate unto him,
Pilate: Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?
Reader: And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled
greatly. Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner,
whom they would. And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. Therefore
when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them,
Pilate: Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?
Reader: For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. When he was set down on
the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying,
Pilate’s Wife: Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many
things this day in a dream because of him.
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Reader: But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said unto them,
Pilate: Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?
Reader: They said,
Crowd: Barabbas.
Reader: Pilate saith unto them,
Pilate: What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?
Reader: They all say unto him,
Crowd: Let him be crucified.
Reader: And the governor said,
Pilate: Why, what evil hath he done?
Reader: But they cried out the more, saying,
Crowd: Let him be crucified.
Reader: When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was
made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying,
Pilate: I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.
Reader: Then answered all the people, and said,
Crowd: His blood be on us, and on our children.
Reader: Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he
delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the
common hall, and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. And they stripped
him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they
put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him,
and mocked him, saying,
Crowd: Hail, King of the Jews!
Reader: And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. And
after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own
raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. And as they came out, they found a
man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. And when they
were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, They gave him
vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not
drink. And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and
upon my vesture did they cast lots. And sitting down they watched him there; And set
up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then
were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the
left. And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, And saying,
Crowd: Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If
thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.
Reader: Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said,
Crowd: He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him
now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him
deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.
Reader: The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. Now
from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about
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the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying,
Jesus: Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?
Reader: that is to say,
Jesus: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
Reader: Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said,
Crowd: This man calleth for Elias.
Reader: And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar,
and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. The rest said,
Crowd: Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him.
Reader: Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.
Moment of Silence
Reader: And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom;
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And the graves were opened; and many
bodies of the saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after his resurrection,
and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. Now when the centurion, and
they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that
were done, they feared greatly, saying,
Crowd: Truly this was the Son of God.

Please read this out loud.
Having read this, do you see yourself in the crowd? The crowd were not a random
group of bad Jews, the crowd is us. There is a little or more of the crowd in each of us.
Uncomfortable? Yes. But, sadly very real. Yet, if we realize this, we can act to make
ourselves less of the crowd and more of the Christ. For in us each is the crowd and the
crown. We chose, each of us, which it will be, crowd or crown. One simple letter of
difference, yet the gap between the two is bridged only by Christ.
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Sermon – Time and Action
Today’s sermon brought the
Collect, Epistle and Gospel
together and is partly
contained in the forewords
above.
Consider these words from
the Collect:
… thy Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, to take upon him our
flesh, and to suffer death
upon the cross, that all
mankind should follow the
example
of
his
great
humility; Mercifully grant,
that we may both follow the
example of his patience, and
also be made partakers of his
resurrection…
In the Collect, we acknowledge that God sent His Son to be our Savior. We ask His
Help that we might follow the example Jesus set of humility and patience, both rare
qualities in us, that we might be part of the resurrection.
Jesus set the standard of obedience to God’s will and He expects us to follow Him. It is
a hard thing to do. But, do you think your path is harder than that set forth for Him as
laid out in the Gospel for today?
Jesus knew what was coming, how much it would hurt both His Body and Soul as He
went through with the crucifixion and subsequent decent in to Hell. Yet, He also knew
this was God’s Will that we might live. If He did this for you, how can you not follow
Him wherever His Will takes you?
By the way, the Chief Priests, who had so much invested in their 613 laws, likely
searched far and wide for the crowd to convict Jesus of the crimes they found against
their system. Their system, not God’s. Remember, there are none so blind as those who
will not see. They would not see because what was being shown to them was a new
way that would interfere with their comfortable way of living. A new way that asked
for them, no demanded of them, accountability unto God for their actions. While that
crowd was no self forming group naturally set on condemning Jesus, but a handpicked
gang.
Make no mistake, we are that crowd. And, like Pilate, no matter what we say, we
cannot wash our hands of the responsibility. Thus, we must separate ourselves from
the crowd. Separate, that is to make ourselves holy, set aside.
When the time comes, how will you ACT?
It is by our actions we are known.
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Bishop Ogles’ Sermon
We are oft fortunate to get copies of Bishop Jerry’s sermon notes. Today is one of those
Sundays. Today we get a brilliant and inspiring sermon
discussing the events of Holy Week. Hopefully, you read last
week’s explanation of Holy Week, your understanding of all
that it means will grow with this sermon. I beg you; take the
time to read this:
Sermon Notes for PALM SUNDAY
1 April 2012 Anno Domini
St Andrew’s Anglican Orthodox
The Collect
LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards mankind, hast
sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our flesh, and to suffer
death upon the cross, that all mankind should follow the example of his great humility;
Mercifully grant, that we may both follow the example of his patience, and also be
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A

The Bible is populated with a number of Great Lone Hills that rise majestically from the
dunes and deserts of the wilderness of sin. That which we approach today in observing
the impending crucifixion of Christ is the great mountain of grace and mercy at Calvary
– a mountain of unmerited mercy and grace for the chosen of God. It was foreshadowed
by the interdicted sacrifice of Isaac by Abraham in the same mountain range as that of
Calvary. These smaller mountains of God's grace are like small foothills of promise that
rise in growing measure toward the heights of Everest which is the true Calvary. The
sacrifice of Christ was the consummation of all of God's prophecies of redemption,
salvation, and atonement. It was the final act that opened the floodgates of mercy and
the fountain of eternal life for all who are those of faith.
There was nothing reasonable about the sacrifice of Christ. He came to shed His life's
blood for those who were at enmity with Him and His Father. As our fathers climbed
each successive mountain of grace and prophecy, their perspective prevented their clear
view of the ultimate mountain of greatest towering stature that loomed beyond the crest
of the last lesser mountain that foreshadowed Calvary. Mount Moriah upon whose
brow, Abraham would have sacrificed Isaac, precluded the full view of that sacrificial
fulfillment in Christ. As well was the fullness of the Promise occluded from the view of
Moses upon Mount Nebal. It was the faith of Abraham, Moses, and others in the
satisfaction of the benefits of salvation that made the coming reality of the redemption
an accomplished and known fact centuries before its actual fulfillment.
As we begin our observance of Holy Week, it will be revealing to our souls if we view
the significant events of the week in order of their occurrence:
The entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on the Lord's Day. On the next day much people that
were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, (John
12:12) This was the day that the Passover Lamb was to be set aside and kept for its
sacrifice on the eve of Passover. Truly, Christ coming into Jerusalem to be kept until the
14th Nisan was the full picture of our Passover in Christ. Purge out therefore the old
leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover
is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with
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the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and
truth. (1 Cor 5:7-8) The unleavened bread with which we observe the Passover
represents the truth and sincerity of Christ our Passover.
It is noteworthy of the fickle and wicked nature of man that the same people who were
shouting Hosanna at the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem were the same who would be
shouting for His crucifixion less four days later.
On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and
cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. And
Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, Fear not, daughter of
Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt (John 12:12-15)
Christ rode into Jerusalem on a donkey to express His humility. He had travelled to
Bethlehem on a donkey at the beginning of His life. At the close of His life, He again
rides into Jerusalem on a donkey. The people cast palm branches before Him shouting
"Hosanna" a word of Hebrew origin Ho - see us, Yasha- na (save). This is why we refer
to the day as Palm Sunday. It is the day that we, like Christ, begin our observance of
Holy Week in preparation for our Passover in Christ. (Explain Passover: Exodus 12)
The Jewish rulers were enraged at the honor the people showed to Christ. They could
have been part of the celebration, but chose to be part of the gloom and hate. The
Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold,
the world is gone after him. They conceived in their hearts to destroy the source of their
anguish. The devil, like governments, can tolerate no opposition.
Jesus would observe the Passover meal the night of His taking by the Jews in the
Garden at Gethsemane. He would serve the meal to Judas, and the disciples, knowing
beforehand that the disciples would flee from Him once the tables were turned against
Him, and Judas would betray Him with a `kiss.' As Mary had anticipated His coming
Passion (unwittingly), and bath the feet of Christ with ointment, Christ will now signal
that act of humility by bathing the feet of His disciples at the Passover meal.
On the eve before His crucifixion, the Lord went into the Garden at Gethsemane to
pray. He took His three closest disci0ples, Peter, James, and John, who could not keep
awake even in the last moments of the life of Christ. We, too, cannot keep our attention
on the Word even during the sermon most frequently. How vain and fickle are we.
When the Jewish soldiers came to take Jesus captive in the Garden, His identity was
pointed out by Judas who went to Christ and kissed His cheek, thus betraying the Lord
of glory with a kiss. And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called
Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him. 48 But
Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? (Luke 22:47-48)
That was a betrayal of eternal repercussions for Judas, and for us.
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Night in the Garden
By Bishop Jerry Ogles
Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and
Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. John 18:3
Out of the darkest Halls of Hell
Came the marchers with torches raised.
Into the Garden quiet and still
They wandered forlorn and crazed.
Up to the Sovereign Lord of Love,
Their spears shining bright in the mist,
With arrogant air and a hateful shove
They took Him who wouldn't resist.
Now to the head of Scribe and Priest
Was the Savior led that night,
And to Herod's Court and Pilate's Seat
Where Right gave way to the Night.
To the craggy heights of the Lonely Skull
They took Him and laid Him down
And into His Hands of Love they drove
Iron spikes with a terrible Sound!
On His Brow a thorny Crown He wore
And His flesh was torn and bruised.
His Heart of Grace grew cold and sore
As the Spirit of Life was loosed.
The world of woe a Hope has found
In the Promise made sure by His Death
And the Saints of God with Faith abound
In the Fields that our Lord has Blessed!
The courageous Peter drew a sword and severed the ear of one of the guards. He had
much courage in the presence of Christ, yet, when separated from Christ in the Garden,
that same Peter denied Christ shamefully three times in the night.
Christ (the true High Priest) was taken to the Jewish High Priest where He was mocked,
beaten and ridiculed. He was blasphemed and the Sanhedrin presumed to interrogate
the Son of God. Having falsely accused Him, they led Him to Pilate the Roman
Proconsul. Herod would be considered a pretty good Democrat or Republican today –
he was quite politically correct. He found no fault in Christ, but wished to pass the buck
by sending Jesus to Herod who also mocked Christ and tried to humiliate Him. He then
returned Jesus to Pilate. King Herod and the Proconsul had previously been bitter
enemies, but in their mutual estrangement to Christ, they became friends at this time.
The devil's children are united in their opposition to God always.
To be honest, even the Gentile, Pontius Pilate did attempt to set Jesus free, but the
moment he attempted to do this, the Jews raged against him and threatened him with a
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charge against his allegiance to Caesar.
Pilate, after an established tradition of setting one prisoner free at Passover, decided to
offer up Christ as the man to be set free. The Jewish rulers would hear none of this.
They demanded, instead that Barabbas, a depraved murderer, be set free instead. Let
me tell you here and now, that Barabbas represented each one of us. Because of Christ's
death, resurrection, and ascension, we all, who were offenders against God and man,
have been set free.
Please note this political decision of poor and cowardly Pilate: And Pilate, when he had
called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 Said unto them, Ye
have brought this man unto me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having
examined him before you, have found no fault in this man touching those things
whereof ye accuse him: No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy
of death is done unto him. I will therefore chastise him, and release him. (For of
necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.) And they cried out all at once,
saying, Away with this man, and release unto us Barabbas: (Who for a certain sedition
made in the city, and for murder, was cast into prison.) Pilate therefore, willing to
release Jesus, spake again to them. But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. And
he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I have found no cause
of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and let him go. And they were instant
with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the
chief priests prevailed. And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. And
he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom
they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. (Luke 23:13-25)
So Christ was beaten with many stripes, tortured and delivered up for crucifixion – a
crown of thorns on His head to ridicule His claim to be the Son of God.
He was cast without the gate of Jerusalem as the Son of the Owner of the Vineyard.
Along the Via Dolorosa, He carried His heavy cross – the cross intended for you and
me. He was driven all the way to Golgotha on Calvary's brow and crucified between to
criminals. The events of that day will await further revelation in next week's sermon for
Easter.
Are you ready to partake of the Communion of the Lord's Table?
Bishop Dennis Campbell’s Sunday Sermon
As is oft the case, we are honored to present Bishop Dennis’ Sunday sermon presented
to his parish. Dennis has an excellent command of scripture and
is able to present it in a manner which is completely
understandable to the rest of us. This year’s sermons are being
drawn from the book of Psalms, or, as it is known by Anglicans,
"The Psalter" which begins on page 343 of the Book of Common
Prayer. Today he discussed the psalm for this Sunday, Psalm 24.
We think you will really enjoy it!
God the King of Glory
Psalm 24, Philippians 2:5-11, Matthew 27:1-54
Palm Sunday
1 April 2012
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G

RANT, O Lord, that by thy holy Word read and preached in this place, and by thy
Holy Spirit grafting it inwardly in the heart, the hearers thereof may both perceive
and know what things they ought to do, and may have power and strength to fulfill the
same. Amen
Psalm 24. Domini est terra.

T

HE earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is; * the compass of the world, and they
that dwell therein.
2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, * and stablished it upon the floods.
3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? * or who shall rise up in his holy place?
4 Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; * and that hath not lift up his mind
unto vanity, nor sworn to deceive his neighbour.
5 He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, * and righteousness from the God of his
salvation.
6 This is the generation of them that seek him; * even of them that seek thy face, O God
of Jacob.
7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; * and the King
of glory shall come in.
8 Who is this King of glory? * It is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in
battle.
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; * and the King
of glory shall come in.
10 Who is this King of glory? * Even the Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.
Today we enter the last week of Lent. In times past, the prayers and fastings of Lent
were even more devoutly observed during this week, and the people of God spent the
evenings together in Church. Thus, the Prayer Book gives Collects and readings for
each day of this week, just as it does for Sundays. I can imagine whole families and
communities coming together in worship, prayers, and fastings, as they gathered
around the Scriptures to read of the great work of Redemption accomplished by Christ
Saviour. Though we can't spend every evening in Church this week, we can still gather
around the Bible in our homes, and, with prayer and fasting, read again the story of our
Saviour's love. I encourage you to do this. With all that is in me, I encourage you to do
this.
Sometimes called, "Holy Week," the last week of Lent is also called "The Great Week,"
because of the great things our Lord accomplished for us, and "Passion Week," because
it leads up to Good Friday and the passion, or, suffering of Christ. It begins today with
Palm Sunday, which recalls the Lord's "Triumphal Entry" into Jerusalem. The people
expected Him to form and army and drive the Romans out of Israel. Thus they gave
Him a war hero's welcome, casting the branches of palm trees on the road as a sign of
honour. The Collect expresses the love of God in sending His only Son to die for us.
Philippians 2:5-11 reminds us of the unimaginable condescension of Christ in becoming
a human and going to the cross. Matthew 27 shows Him enduring these things for our
salvation. Psalm 24 is that great Messianic Psalm that looks forward to the day when
the Lord Himself comes to Jerusalem and ascends the hill of Zion to take His place in
the Temple. "Lift up your heads, O ye gates... and the King of glory shall come in."
Psalm 24 pictures Israel processing up the hill of Mt. Zion to worship God in the
Page 12

Tabernacle, and, later, the Temple. As they ascend the hill they ask themselves, "Who
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall rise up in His holy place?" The
Psalm also pictures God coming to the Temple to receive their worship, and it reminds
them to open the gates, that is, to be receptive to His coming. The Psalm is easily seen
to contain three parts. First is the declaration of the greatness of God as shown in
creation. Second is the announcement of who is worthy to enter the holy place and
stand in the presence of God. Third is the description of God entering the holy place to
receive the worship of His people and to bless them with His presence and grace. It is
this third emphasis that is the cause for reading this Psalm today. It pictures God
Himself coming to the city of Jerusalem. At His arrival, the gates are opened wide for
Him to enter and ascend Mt Zion to be enthroned in the holy place and in the hearts of
His people.
It is easy to see the relevance of the Psalm to the Triumphal Entry of Christ. Christ
fulfills the Psalm, for it is in Christ that our God literally entered Jerusalem and the
Temple. And it is by enthroning Christ that we enthrone God in our hearts as King and
God of us.
All of this has been the introduction to the sermon, and I have three points I want to
emphasise from the Psalm. First, Christ is the King of Glory. Second, Christ makes us
clean so we can ascend the hill of the Lord and rise up in His holy place. Third, open
the gates of your heart and let the King of Glory in.
Christ is the King of Glory. This Psalm could not be more appropriate to the life and
ministry of Christ. It is as though David wrote it with Palm Sunday in mind. And, of
course, it was in God's mind when He inspired David to write it. Christ is our Creator.
"The world was made by Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was
made" wrote the Apostle John in the first chapter of his beloved Gospel. Therefore, all
that the 24th Psalm says of the glory of God, it says of Christ. The earth is Christ's and
all that therein is, the compass of the world, and they that dwell therein. Christ hath
founded it upon the seas, and stablished it upon the floods. Paul calls Christ the "lord
of glory" in 1 Corinthians 2:8. James uses the same title for Christ in James 2:1. And we
remember, of course, more words from the Gospel of John, which, after telling us that
the Word was with God and the word was God, and that the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, says, "and we beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth" (Jn. 1:14). So when we see Christ riding into Jerusalem
we are seeing nothing less than the presence of God entering into His city and
ascending to His Temple. He is the King of Glory.
Christ makes us clean that we may ascend into the hill of the Lord, and rise up in His
holy place. It is obvious that the hill of the Lord and the holy place of Psalm 24:3 mean
much more than simply a spot on the face of planet earth. The Temple and Mount
Zion, and the Tabernacle before them, have always represented something much
greater and much more glorious. They have always symbolised the very presence of
God Himself. And the Psalm addresses the great and pervading need of all mankind
when it asks, who can ascend into the presence of God, and who shall rise up in His
presence? And what is the answer? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart. But
who can claim to be that person? Who can claim to be good enough to dwell in the
presence of the Almighty and All Holy God? Our hearts confirm what the Bible tells us
clearly, "all have sinned," "the wages of sin is death," and, "it is appointed unto man
once to die, and after this, the judgment." But the same Word of God that teaches these
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things also says, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus." How can this be? The Bible tells us the blood of Christ "cleanseth us from all
sin." By going to the cross and bearing the wrath of God in His own flesh, Christ paid
the price of our sin, and accounts us as righteous in the eyes of God. That is His gift to
all who believe in Him in Biblical faith, and that is the way sinners receive clean hands
and a pure heart and are enabled to ascend the hill of the Lord and rise up in His holy
place.
Finally, open the gates of your heart, and the King of Glory will come in. In the Psalm,
God stands outside of the city of Jerusalem and the massive gates of the city are closed.
The gates had to be opened to "let" God in. There is great significance in this. It
signifies that we have to open the gates of our hearts if the King of Glory is going to
come into them. And this opening to God is a way of life, not a one time thing. We
have to open our gates, and keep them open if we want the fellowship and union with
God we need above all else in this world. Lift up your heads o ye gates, and be ye lifted
up ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in.
-+Dennis Campbell
Bishop, Anglican Orthodox Church Diocese of Virginia
Rector, Holy Trinity Anglican Orthodox Church
Powhatan, Virginia
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanOrthodoxChurch.org
www.lifeinthescriptures.blogspot.com
New Nametags
We had no new nametags today.
After Church Hospitality
Today we had no snacks as Jack decided we really did not need the carbs. So, right
after church we headed to the next village for lunch. Maybe next week the fatted dog
nut! I keep hoping!
After church goodies providers as currently signed up:
Date
8 April 2012
15 April 2012
22 April 2012
29 April 2012

Name
Jack Arnold – Easter Sunday
Opportunity Available – First Sunday after Easter
Opportunity Available – Second Sunday after Easter
Opportunity Available – Third Sunday after Easter

People in our Prayers - http://faithfulcenturionprayerteam.blogspot.com/
Why? Prayer is an extremely important activity.
It is not that God knows not our needs, for He surely does. Yet, Jesus commanded us to
ask God for those same needs. In addition to the obvious of asking God for help,
offering thanksgiving and the like, prayer helps us focus our thoughts on how we might
do God's work.
The Prayer Team of the Church of the Faithful Centurion was established to help our
members and fellow Christians pray for those in need and to give thanks as well for the
blessings we have been granted.
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Who can be on the list? Do I have to be a member of the Church of the Faithful
Centurion to be prayed for?
No! The only qualification to be on the list is that you want our prayer team to pray for
you. We are Christians and are happy to pray for you, no matter who you are. If you
want help from God, you are our kind of people.
What is the commitment from the prayer team?
Each member of the team will pray for the desired outcome at last once per day.
How do I get myself or someone else on the prayer list?
You can email one of the prayer team leaders: Jack - jack@faithfulcenturion.org or Dru dru@ faithfulcenturion.org, or call the church office at (619) 659-3608 or fill out a prayer
card at church.
What should I ask for?
Depends on what you want. Some people merely want God to be asked to heal their ills
and be mentioned by their first name, others want a specific outcome and / or have
more of their personal information known to the team. Ask for what you want. It is
your desire and need for prayer the team is attempting to meet. For typical examples,
see the list below.
Updating the Team
If you are on our prayer list, or if you have submitted a person that you have asked us
to pray for, please update one of the team members or Hap in person, by telephone or
email. It helps to be able to pray specifically for these individuals including their
specific needs; plus if they get better, it is nice to give thanks!
Please note that on the yellow (maybe green or orange if you get an old one) cards at
church, you can ask that those to be prayed for have their names disseminated to the
prayer team. Those names will be said in church and appear here. Or, you can ask that
their names and purpose be kept confidential, then only Hap will know to pray for
them.
Prayer List Notice – If you have someone on the prayer list and their needs have
changed, please let us know. We’d like to update our prayers to reflect the need and
most important to give thanks!
Travel
Hope DeLong is on travel this week.
Hap Arnold is on travel this week.
Mona Mukerji traveled from England to Pakistan recently, in order to commemorate the
opening of a church she and her extended family had built in the town of
Stunzabad, Pakistan, a very volatile area. Also, Mona's brother was a very, very
renowned priest or bishop, in Lahore until he passed away. This family is
heavily involved in uplifting Christians in Pakistan; as we know, they have their
work cut out for them. God bless them and keep them safe.
Move
The Thomas Family is on a short tour assignment in Guam for the next 18 months. Please
pray for the assignment to continue to go well for Kurt and for Mary and the
kids to make new friends. In particular pray that Kristyna and Mitchell will
develop good friends and school mates there so as to further their development
as both Christians and citizens. Things seem to be going well where the sun rises
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on the United States, so keep praying! Give thanks and ask for continued good
developments.
Birthday
Dru Arnold celebrated her 57th birthday 2 February 2012. It should be noted while it was
sunny, when she went outside first thing in the morning, she did not see her
shadow; thus there will not be six more weeks of winter. Being snowed in four
times since then, we are wondering about the prognosticatory power of that
legend!
Homebound or Infirm
Sara’s mother is in a state of deteriorating health, both physically and mentally. On 30
January 2012, she broke her hip and had a partial hip replacement. Please pray
for a rapid recovery for her, as well as peace of mind for her and the ability for
both Sara and her mother to put their cares and worries on God’s shoulders so
they can deal with the many problems involved.
Departed
Arthur Gregr, father of Brett Gregr, passed away on 16 March 2012. Please give thanks
for his life here and pray for peace of mind and trust in God for his family who
remain behind, in particular his son Brett.
Jackson Babcock, father of Hope DeLong, passed away on 14 March 2012. Please give
thanks for his life here and pray for peace of mind and trust in God for his family
who remain behind, in particular his daughters Lisa, Faith and Hope.
Claranell passed away the morning of 16 February 2012, after a stroke on top of her preexisting heart problems. Please give thanks for her life here and pray for peace
of mind and trust in God for her family who remain behind.
Larry Moison passed away on 9 February 2012. Larry was a staunch American patriot
and Christian. He was always willing to provide Bishop Ogles with excellent
advice and counsel at any time the church faced challenges. He was to be
ordained to the diaconate at Bishop Ogles’ first opportunity to visit northern
Virginia and always stood firm on faith even when those around him faltered.
May God comfort and strengthen the family during this loss.
Hal Campbell (Lew and Dotty’s Son In Law see below) passed away on 7 February 2012 at
the Seattle Veteran's Hospital as the result of a head injury apparently sustained
in a fall in his room there. Please pray for his wife Kathy and their two sons as
they deal with the loss of their husband and father. Pray in particular for Kathy
as she is having a very bad time dealing with the loss of her husband.
In need of a miracle or understanding of God’s Plan
Todd and Kenny have both been fighting osteocarcinoma for over five years and have
been told their time here on earth is nearing its end, absent a miracle from God.
Both are ready to go home and leave the pain, but would like to stay. Please
pray for them and their families.
Healing
Kay Denton (Mrs. Kay) got a blood clot, which affected two of her fingers. She
underwent an angiogram which seemingly had the desired result and the
Eveready Bunny rebounded once again. Please pray a prayer of thanksgiving
for the positive outcome and pray for continued peace of mind for Mrs. Kay and
her family. Give thanks for her trust in the Lord and her positive attitude
.
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Izaiah Urista (4) has a brain tumor. He was playing with his older sister, Jade, at
McDonald's when she noticed he wasn't using his right side to climb, etc. Jade
took her brother to their mother after which they realized he couldn't lift his arm.
They took him to the hospital where it was discovered he has a brain tumor. He
will undergo about 18 months of chemo to see if the tumor will shrink. At this
point they do not think they can do anything else for him. Please pray for
strength and guidance for Izaiah and his entire family, as well as provide
guidance for medical treatment team.
James L. Cavanah had surgery the afternoon of 10 February 2012, to remove two small
but cancerous tumors. James is a minister with the AOC in Savannah, Georgia.
Please pray for his recovery and remission from the cancer. Give thanks for the
surgery and pray for both him and his family to allow God to carry their worries
while he recovers.
Bill Aitken had a third abdominal surgery on 22 November 2011. This time the tumor
was removed. The surgeon said pathology indicates the tumor with all margins
os out, along with a few lymph nodes and fatty tissue. The tumor is an
intermediary (risk) sarcoma, but should not come back. Please pray that Bill
might live a long and healthy life to the honor and glory of God. Pray also for
peace of mind for Bill and his wife Sara.
Gil Garcia is back in the VA hospital trying to get a grip on his skin. Give him a call at
(909) 499-3665. Please pray for peace of mind for Gil and his wife Mary.
Dotty Valkenaar had successful surgery for a shoulder ligament problem on 28 February
2012. Physical therapy seems to be working, but is painful. Please pray for
continued recovery and peace of mind through trust in God for Dotty and Lew,
her husband, as well as their entire family.
Lew Valkenaar is getting over a cold which migrated to his lungs. He hopes to attend
chuch and sing at the local hospital. Pray for a completed recovery.
Morris Martin, 91, has had multiple bouts of pneumonia and lost his ability to swallow;
he is still trying to regain his ability to swallow. He has a great attitude and trust
in God. What he needs is strength. Pray for strength and peace of mind for
Morris and his family, in particular his son Paul. Pray for his trust in our Lord
and for both him and his family to let God carry their worries while he recovers.
Steve Sundberg had a heart attack after Easter. After some time, the medical team
treating him decided he was not a candidate for stents and a five-way heart bypass was performed the week of 6 June 2011. Please pray for his complete
recovery and for his three children and family who are very worried about him,
pray also for his trust in our Lord and for both him and his family to let God
carry their worries while he recovers.
Matt Alcantara, age 15, has Osteosarcoma (bone cancer), a very rare and often lethal
form of cancer with limited treatment options. This is a disease that is about 90
percent fatal in a couple of years. He has no hip joint on one side, but he walks
and swims! Courage? Guts? You bet! Matt is set up for bone scans at the end of
December. Please pray for a good outcome. Thanks be to God for the way things
have gone. Thanks also for the great faith of Matt and his entire family. Their
faith and trust is a wonderful example for each and every one of us. But, now is
not the time to stop praying. Actually, it never is the time to stop praying!
Judith Clingwall, is afflicted with Multiple Sclerosis (MS). She is currently in Laurel
Place, an extended care facility in Surrey, British Columbia. Judith's condition
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seems stable a present, although the medication levels have been increased.
Please pray for her to take an active part in her own life, for her strength, peace
of mind, trust in God and remission of the disease so she might return home to
her family. Pray also for strength for her husband Martin as he deals with all the
problems and stress of Judith’s situation.
Becky Madden is paralyzed from the neck down as the result of a tragic shooting
accident. She has made it home and to church in a new donated magic
wheelchair. Please pray for further recovery for Becky, as well as strength and
guidance for each of those involved.
Betty Macauley, Tim’s mom, fell and cracked her hip. The surgeons were able to put a
pin in the hip. She made it home after a week of rehabilitation, which is a good
sign. She is now walking with the aid of a walker around the house and
wheelchair when out side of house. Tim says she is tough and hanging in there,
considering she will be 92 in June. Tim will be heading up to see her for a few
days in April. Please pray for her rapid recovery and for a good attitude and
most important for trust in God to keep her moving while she is here.
Lauralee underwent a lumpectomy on Friday after Thanksgiving. A further anomaly
has been discovered and she had additional preventative radiation treatment.
Please pray for a complete remission of the cancer. Pray also Lauralee will
maintain her great attitude and trust in God.
Luca, 5 years old, from our church family in Perth, Western Australia, who has just been
diagnosed with leukemia. And for his Mum and Dad and extended family.
Vince (age 15), reoccurrence of Osteosarcoma, recent testing found a nickel sized tumor
in his lungs. The doctors are consulting with a specialist in Houston. Please
pray for guidance for the medical team and for peace of mind for Vince and his
family.
Obra Gray continues to take day by day. Please continue to keep Obra in your prayers,
and give him the strength of knowing the Lord is with him and will never
forsake him. Obra needs security of what lies ahead of him, and only the Lord
can grant the solace to answer his prayer.
Guidance!
Sara asks that you pray for guidance for her as she deals with the stresses of her family
and life. Pray that she can separate those things which she can affect from those
things which she cannot and give her grace to accept that she cannot do
everything and can only change those things within her control.
Jacquie to open her heart to God and accept His Love and Grace.
Hap and Ryan both ask you to pray they might be able to trust God will help them make
the right decisions at the right time and not to worry uselessly, to change those
things they can change, accept those things they cannot change, sleep well to be
able to do the correct things with a clear head and that they will open their hearts
to the Holy Ghost.
Armed Forces & Contractors!
Airman Donny Patton (Kadena AB, Japan), Jordan (USMC – 29 Palms), Trevor (USAF - KC-10
Boom Operator), Trevor (USN – Whidbey Island, EF-18 Pilot), Kurt Thomas (USN – Guam)
Persecuted
Around the world, Christians are under attack, not only in the Muslim world, but from
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Hindus and others in India. Also, they are under continual attack in the name of
“Separation of Church and State” in the western world, as it becomes actively
atheist or pro-devil buddy. Please pray for God’s guidance and protection for all
persecuted Christians and those around them.
Thanksgiving
Greg Chase gives thanks for the passage of his kidney stones.
Hope DeLong gives thanks for safe travel.
Hap Arnold gives thanks for safe travel.
Ron Bergman gives thanks for two successful cataract surgeries in February 2012, with a
great recovery and perfect internal eye pressures. He is thankful he is now
cleared to travel and will be leaving Seattle for sunny Arizona where he and his
lovely wife will enjoy the rest of the winter in focus!
Ruby June Hauf, young daughter of Jerod and Amy (grandson of Lew and Dotty
Valkenaar) had successful surgery for a large growth on her liver. All seems
well. Please give thanks for the successful result and quick.
Various Special Requests
We ask that you pray, please ask God that the Holy Ghost might give you insight into
how you might make the lives of your friends and family better. Remember
helping others is not just those who you don’t know!
Please join us in praying that the Free Teen Guitar Class will be continue to be an
opportunity for God to work in the lives of the kids and their families. Please ask
God to guide the class to new opportunities to make Him known to others. Help
us to let the love of our Lord shine through us into their lives, putting Him first,
so that He might enter in to their hearts and lives.
Question that only you can ask
What would you like to know about our history, what we believe, what we do or how
we operate? Hap is looking for material for the continuing education class and Thought
for the Day material. Help us help you. Please send your question to Hap so we all can
get an answer. Just because you don’t know the answer to your question doesn’t mean
you are the only one who doesn’t know. But, if you don’t ask, no one will know.
I’d like to get a different point across or announce something
If you have a different point of view, I would be happy to give you room to get your
point across. While this publication is my perspective on events, I recognize not
everyone may agree and that some people would like to express their own opinion. If
you want to write something, please forward your item to Hap (with a note as to
whether or not you would like editing help) to: hap@faithfulcenturion.org.
Epistleers
We post the list of Epistle Readers in the Sunday Report each week so you can either
plan your attendance or your pre-reading as the spirit so moves you.
Date
8 April 2012
15 April 2012
22 April 2012
29 April 2012

Reader
Ryan Hopkins – Easter Sunday
Ryan Hopkins – First Sunday after Easter
Ryan Hopkins – Second Sunday after Easter
Ryan Hopkins – Third Sunday after Easter
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The near future, as well as Next Sunday
8 April 2012 – Easter Sunday Sonrise – Holy Communion – Mite Box Collection – What
will we have? Service start time 0830 (8:30 am); welcome or gathering songs before the
service at 0815 (8:15 am); Time 0830 (8:30 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso,
CA
15 April 2012 – First Sunday After Easter – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
22 April 2012 – Second Sunday After Easter – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
29 April 2012 – Third Sunday After Easter – Morning Prayer - Service start time 1000
(10:00 am); welcome or gathering songs before the service at 0945 (9:45 am); Time 1000
(10:00 am); Location – 10603 Burrell Way, Descanso, CA
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